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THE CULT OF THE GENII IN THE ROMAN ARMY 1543

the Roman army and at the same time to publish a new altar from the
legionary fortress of Novae, dedicated to the as yet unknown Genius
APMAENEaTTL.
The origins of the cult of the Genius are shrouded in the mist of time,
but there is no doubt that the Genius is one of the oldest features of Roman
teligion, related to the words gignere and gens. Whether it represents the
Jivine embodiment of a man’s power to beget, or whether it is the spirit
that begat a person, is disputed®. In its enlarged sense it stands for the sum
of ong’s vitality, energy, and capability of enjoyment, in short for his
personality and his higher, inner self. As such, the Genius of the paler
jamitias was worshipped in the households as long as there remained a
trace of religious freedom in the empire, i.e. down to the reign of
Theodosius?
From this private sphere of the family the cult of the Genius expanded
to wider groups of people: corporations and communities recognized and
worshipped their Genii. The largest of all communities, the people of
Rome, offered public sacrifices to the Gemius populi Romani by 218 B.C.
S6 much fascination accrued to this Genius that it still served as one of the
banners of the old religion in its spirited fight against the deadly intoler-
fice of Christianity, witness Aurelian’s building of a temple to the Genius
. and the long series of coins of the later third century A.D. bearing the
keness of the Genius of the people of Rome,
A new major cult of the Genius in the public sphere emerged with the
establishment of the Empire. The Genius Imperatoris or Gemius Augusti
s the key vehicle of emperor-worship, the religious acknowledgement

The Cult of the Genii in the Roman Army
and a New Military Deity

by MicAEL P. SpEIDEL, Honolulu, Hawaii,
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Genfum dicebant antiqui naturalém
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Still more numerous are the specifically military Genii. Even though

orshipped only by the army itself, they were so manifold and plentiful
hat one has rightly said no other manifestation of Roman life left more

I. The Cult of the Gengus in the Roman army emains of the cult of the Genii than the army® In the following they are

See the literature cited in the bibliography below; for the latter view see W, ¥. O170,
Genius. For the Greek counterparts of the Genius, TUYn and Saiywy see M. P. NILssoN,
Geschichte der griechischen Religion II, Handbuch der Altertumswissenschatt V, 2, 3rd.
ed. (Miinchen, 1974), 200—218.

Cod. Theod. 16,10,12 of A.D. 892: Nullus ommnino . .. secretiore piaculo Lavem igne, mero
Genium, Penates odore veneratus accondat luming, hmponat tuva, seria suspendat.

Tor the role of the Genius P.R. see ¢. g. H, MartincLy, The Roman “Virtues’, Harvard
Theological Revue 30, 1937, 108—117; Carrwv, Genio; Birancsr, Genius. For the
| Gendus imperatoris in the army see CEsano, Genius, 458ff.

A Cisano, Genius, 475. For the relative role of the Genius cult in Lambaesis see
M. Ls Gray, La vie religiouse 3 Lambése, Antiquités Adfricaines 5, 1971, 126—1538;
worshipped only by the army: Tourain, Cultes, 4601

A deeply religious people, the Romans attributed their dominion ¢
the world to their piety and care for the gods. The most Roman of
and some of the most widely worshipped ones, were not so muc:
anthropomorphic Olympian gods of Greece or the fanciful gods of the O
prominent as they were, but the multitude of the more shapeless po
and spirits that held in their care every action and event, every p
and every place. To these belong the Genii. Their cult was overwhelmi
popular, — yet when measured against its popularity it constitute
of the least investigated and least understood aspects of Roman reb
Hence it may be of some interest to discuss here this cult of the Ge
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grouped as Genil of military units and divisions, Genii of military deiti

Genii of non-commissioned officers, and Genti of military installations The earliest known dedication to the Genius of a military unit is a

bronze votive tablet from Vindonissa in Upper Germany with the following
inscription®:

1. Genii of milit it d divisi .
Htary units and divisions 7 (centuria) Domiti(3) ... TODI, Val(erius) Tertius, Gonio leg(ionis)
XI C(laudiae) p(iae) f(idelis) pullum (dedicavit), v(otwm) s(olvit)

The following units or divisions are known to have had the (ibons) I \on(erito)
I(ibens) I(aetus) m(erito).

. be
Geniis: :

exe.rcitus - Gince the ‘eleventh legion was in garrison at Vindonissa only from A.D. 70
legion o 101, the tablet must belong to the first century A.D. The fact that not
ala inore first-century dedications are known is doubtlessly due to the general

scarcity of religious dedications extant from that period®™.
The latest known dedication to the Genius of a unit is an altar from the
 fime of Diocletian, found at Singidunum in Upper Moesia®:

Gewio leg(ionis) IILI F(laviae) f(irmae) [et] dd(ominorum) na(ostro-
yum) Dioc[letJiani [et Maximiani] Augg(ustorum) . [A Juvel(ius)
Maxim[. . . Jius ex pracf(ecto) leg(ionis) einsdom votwm posufit].

auxiliary cohort

numerns (national or specialist)

vexillation

praetorian cohorts

(urban cohorts)

cohortes vigilum

equttes singulares Augusti

centuriae andfor furmae of all of the above. , The two examples serve to illustrate the point that such dedications
‘were made equally by soldiers and officers. Both of them are clearly private,

But others are official, as for example the following altar from Aballava

in Britain!®:

I(ovi) ofptimo) m(aximo) e nwminibus Augg(ustorum), G( ento)
n(wmers) Mauroruwm Aur(elionorwm) Valerioni Gallieni g(morum)
cfuram) a(git) Fl(avius) Vibianus trib(wnus) coh(ortis ), p(rae)p(osi-
tus) n(umeri) s(upra)s(covipti), i(n)stante Iul(io) Rufino principe.

The list dressed here comprises nearly all types of units existing
the Roman army; the fact that as yet no Genii of individual urban ¢ohor
have‘come to light will be no more than a gap in our knowledge, '
certan'ﬂy the centuriae of the Urbaniciani worshipped their own ‘(,}e'
Conspicuously absent from our list are the legionary cohorts. Appare
the cult of their Genius was weak or nonexistent because they ha
officers of their own and because the soldiers, as their tombstones sho
did not attach strong feelings of belonging to their legionary coho i
Even so, Genii of legionary cohorts may become known soms “da; There is not the slightest evidence that any one emperor ‘introduced” or
only to remain rare exceptions. In sum, one may be justified in sa . officially chose’ the Genius of any kind of unit*. Indeed, the number of
that all units of the Roman army had their own Genii’. i these dedications, their reference to all kinds of units, and their varying

- degrees of being private or official, all betray a widespread, genuine religious
éxperience, independent of government machinations or imperial religious
policy. For the cult of the Genii as well as for other cults A, D, Nock’s
tatement holds good that “individual emperors had their preferences,
but the individual citizen felt free to follow them or not as he chose.

5 For the documentation see CEsano, Genius, 475ff. and ThLL, s. v. Gentus, p. 1834,
both now in need of supplements. For the Genius legionis add e. g. Drssavu, ILS Y
2285, AIJ 267. ILAlg I, 2044, RTU 286. 390. AE 1926, 69 (sce nore 8). AE 1957, §
AE 1968, 391. AE 1971, 208. AE 1973, 471. RIB 327. For the Genius vexillationss,
mentioned by Cesawo, see CIL XTII, 7943 (and 79467?). For a recent study with'a
documentation see now ANKERSDORFER, Studien, 194ff. For the hitherto unatte:
Gendus turmae of an auxiliary cohort see AE 1969/70, 505 from Vetus Salina in:L
Pannonia: Genio [¢]urm(a)e [v(otum)] s(olvit) I(ibens) m(evite) — no alas, only col
were stationed at Vetus Salina, see e, g. J. Fr1z, Der romische Limes in Ungarnj Szé
fehérvér, 1967, 99; see also CIL XIII, 6569. E

Domaszewsky, Religion, 103, For some exceptional tombstones mentioning the legionas
cohort of the deceased see M. SPEIDEL, Eagle-Bearer and Trumpeter, Bonner: J:
biicher 176, 1976, 123—163, esp. p. 133£.; IDEM, Legionary Cohorts in Mauretania; AN:
II, 10, forthcoming.
Domaszewskl, Religion 103f., and following him Durrv, Cohortes, 314ff assume
Genius cohoritum prastovigrum to be a late creation and a sign of decay, but that is utte
unlikely in the view of the fact that other large divisions, such as the legions, had
own Genil early on,

% 11, Finke, Nene Inschriften, Rémisch-Germanische Kommission, Berichte 17, 1927,
7 1107 and 198—231, no. 100 = AE 1926, 69.
® The first century army dedieations are collected by ANKERSDORFER, Studien, 29841,
9 CIL I1I, 1646 = Dmssau, ILS 2292
‘10 RTB 2042. For the reading see M. P. SperpEL, The Rise of Ethnic Units in the Roman
Tmperial Army, ANRW 1I § (Berlin-New York, 1975), 210.

1 Dygrry, Cohortes 814; «On avait dome choisi officiellement la cemburier. J. BEAUTEU,
- La religion romaine & 'apogée de 'empire, I (Paris, 1055), 164: «Peut-tre est-co sous son
(Hadrian’s) influsnce aussi que le culte du Genins centuriae destiné & dévellopper Uespwit
du corps, @ ét introduit dans les cohortes prétoviennes, puisque la premitve inscription qui
Datteste date de Vannde 1277 At the same time BEAUJEU realizes that the Genius centuriae
is worshipped among the wvigiles aiready in A.D. 118 (CIL VI, 221)!

-

a
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Except for Elagabal . . . it is hard to see a deliberate relj
Augustus and Aurelian!?.”

Remarkably, by far the largest number of chapel ot
are dedicated to the Gemsus cenfuriae, both in tlljle Sieng: Zﬁg T
praetorian guard'®, obviously because the soldiers attached to theirés Htl !
tl}e.sjcrongest feeling of identity and sense of belonging. There were i
d1v1510'ns (the contubernium) and larger ones {the cohort) but it wsm?u
centuria the men wanted to see protected most of all, and to judge ff}j i
remains of the legionary camp at Lambaesis, the chapels to the G |
the centuriae were located right next to the living quarters of the i
F'req.uently the dedicants were the main NCO’s of the centuria i]"ln
signifer, the optio, the armorum custos, and not rarely the centurién ; e{h
sellves. It has been said the cult of the Genius centuriae declined dursi 2
third century. Our sources, however, do not warrant such an assum tlll
to the contrgry, there is evidence for the cult still long after the enIc)l of 1]
Severan period and at a time when monuments altogether become scare

Next in popularity after the Gensus comturiae comes the Gensus lop
As A, v. DomaszEWsK1 rightly saw, the Genius of an entire unit s'ﬁch
the Gendus legionis could be worshipped anywhere, not just in the ré it
sanctuary. Accordingly, dedications have been found inside andglcl)i
the camps: in the chapels of the scholae of the centurions or méensor
the baths, on duty stations, in colonies where veterans had settled and
where'$, which again proves that the cult was spontaneous, not pre;cﬂbed

gious policy betwee

12 A, D Nock, The Roman Army and the Roman Religious Year, Harvard Theold
Review 45, 1952, 186—252 (= Ip., Essays on Religion and the Ancient World, e
Z. STewART, I, Oxford, 1972, 786—790). An imperial preference for a militar "‘Ge
may be seen in the coins of Decius bearing the legend GENIUS EXERCITUS I};LY
CIANT, cf. A. ALFéipr, Die Vorherrschaft der Pannomier im Réwmerreichs
R.eaktion des. Hellenentums unter Gallienus, Fiinfundzwanzig Jahre Romisch: ;
Ius.che Kommission (Berlin—Teipzig, 1929), 11#f. = In., Studien zur Geschichte der.
krise des dritten Jahrhunderts nach Christus (Darmstadt, 1967), 280. F
The nu}nber of monuments shows that Durry, Cohortes 817 wrongly atf:riyb’ﬁ'
lr:ga;;::);;x: more devotion and art in the worship of their Genii centmiaq_tha
CagNat, Les deux camps, 55. .
DURgY, ?ohortes 317, sees a decline of the cult among the prastorians, but:th
pre-sszlo{) is sir;:ply due to the fact that the extant documentation for the’ post’-Se‘
period is much pooter. In the legions the cult is attested e. g. in A.D.
and in AD 245 (AE 1905, 242), and at that time the praetorims are re?rﬁt(ecdligg ;Mgn
the leg%ctnaries. The comparable cult of the Gendus turmae among the equites si'ng
Augusti is documented as late as A.D. 260 (Dussav, ILS 2190). The fact, emphaéize
DuRrry, that the Genius centuriae comes after Hercules on CIL VI, 210,means nothi
compare CIL VI, 226 and 227 where Hercules Invictus and the E}enius of the
singulares Augusti exchange places from one year to ancther. :
DOM‘ASZEWSKI, Religion, 26f. DoMaszEWSKI's examples remain dubious, except pé
the first one, but the idea is beyond doubt as new finds have shown: sc’hola mn’tﬁ J
RIU II, 890; schola mensorum: AR 1973, 471; baths: AE 1957, 83; duty station
1962, 891; colonies: ILAlg I, 2044 (Madauros) and ALJ 267 (Poetovioi' cf. CIL XT
= RI'U 1, 236; Touramx, Cultes, 481 assumed veterans did not w0r;hi§ milita
That is unlikely, but not yet explicitly disproved by any document.

s

&R
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The Genii of military units are usually represented young, nude, and

beardless, holding a horn of plenty and a bowl (patera) for the wine libation
due to them. An exceptional piece, therefore, is a Genius centuriae clad
in the toga,
toga may help to identify the Genius of the equites singulares Augusti on
a relief plague from Rome (Plate I).
balanced by an equally large bust of a bearded, fully dressed man whose
garment may also be a toga. The inscription on the plaque reads:

found at the Saalburg in Upper Germany. This Genius in a

There a large bust of the sun god is

Soli invicto pro salute imp(eratorwm) et Genio
w(umeri) eq(witum) sing(wlarium) eorum, M (arcus)
Ulp(ius) Chresimus, sace[r(dos) ] Iovis Doliche[nt],
v(otum,) s{olvit) I(aetus) b(ibens) [m(erito) ].

One would think that the gods to whom the plaque is dedicated are also the
ones shown prominently on the relief. However, the dress and beard of the
second figure
lares Augusti could not be meant and that one had to see in the second
figure either the dedicant of the plaque or Tuppiter Dolichenus'®. That
assumption
Plate I seems indeed to depict the
One may conclude, therefore, that such Genii could be cast in different
images, — perhaps the
because both the cohors II Raetorum civivm Rownanorum at
‘and the equites singulares Augusti were citizen units.

induced scholars to assume the Genius of the equites stngu-

is no longer necessary, as the togate Saalburg Genius shows:
‘Genius of the emperors” eguites singulares.

Genii of the two units mentioned wore the toga
the Saalburg

2. Genii of military deities

Surprisingly, gods had their Genii, too?, Among the military deities
even the standards had their Genii'®. A particularly interesting case is the
Genius sacvaments. A text from Syria reads':

Gento sacramenti, veteyant.

The inscription, no doubt, refers to the oath of service, worshipped as a
deity by soldiers®. A hint for the interpretation of this Genius is found in

.7 168 Tor the nsual Genil of military units see KUNCKEL, Genius, C1. For the Saalburg Genius:

KUNCKEL, Genius, C I, 88; of. CIL XIII, 7448 and E.EspERANDIEU, Recueil général des
bas-reliefs, statues et bustes de la Germanie romaine, Paris 1981, 160. For bearded Genii
see &. g. KUNCKEL, Genius, C I, 85 and C I, 12. For a discussion of the Rome plaque see
SprIpzr (below, n. 47) 165, ; “Tuppiter Dolichenus’: CIL VI, 31181, “Dedicant’: P. MERLAT,
Répertoire des inscriptions et monuments figurés du culte de Jupiter Dolichenus, Paris,
1951, p. 284. For attributes of Gewii taken from the peoples, groups, or things they
stand for, see the general discussion in P. VevnE, Ordo et Populus, Génies et chefs de
file, MEFR 73, 1961, 229—274, esp. p. 269.

17 See . g. Crsano, Genius, 479.

18 CIL 111, 7691. RIB 1262.

©10 AR 1924, 185.

W See e. g. the sacramenti cultores AR 1960, 8, 3.
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Apuleius’ “Metamorphoses’ (9, 41) where a soldier is described as in fa
of the Genius sacramenti because he lost his sword: militarss .. Sacrame
Gengum 0b amissam spatham verebatup. Important for military disciplm
the Genius sacvamenti here functions as an externalized conscience; a
the less perscnifiable oath itself could have taken only with difficuls

In hionorem) dfomus) d(ivinae) Genso bfene)f(iciaviorum) co(n )s(u-

laris) G(ermaniae) s(uperioris) ef loci . . .

Clearly here the Genius of the soldiers is set off from the ngius pf .the
place. Since scola can mean the members of the club as well as its building,
it may be wise to leave open the possibility that all Genéz scholae refer to
soldiers rather than to buildings.

3. Genii of non-commissioned officers and their clubs

The non-commissioned officers maintained collegia ot scholae' whe 4, Genil of military installations
they met, among other things, for religious purposes. There they erec
chapels, altars, and statues to the Genii of their associations. Genii of ]

A large variety of military installations was equipped with a cult of
following ranks or scholae are known:

their Genius?":

beneficiavis? pracpositi campus
capsarit secutores castra
centuriones signifers domus‘ )
decuyiones speculatores excubitorinm
exploratores tectores homm'w?
Tmmunes veredarsi pmemdmm
monsores vexillarii ef imaginiferi?s: practoviu
optiones?? statio

. o1 tabularivm

The variety of this list lets one assume that the eollegia and scholae valetudinarium.

other NCO ranks worshipped their Genii as well and that they ma;
found some day. With some dedications it is not so obvious whether
are to the Genius of the soldiers in that rank or rather to the Genius of
schola as a building. An inscription with the following text §

Gendo opifionum) coh(ortis) IIT Aquit( anorum) Philippianac

was taken to refer to a schola of optiones® while in another case a-schol,
the sense of a building cannot be meant?s;

Certainly far more such installations, and possibly all of them, had a cult
of their Genius as is shown e, g. by the new Gendus armamentarii described
below. The meaning of the Gemius castrorum has been solved repently:
A. v. DoMaszewsKk had assumed this to be a very late cult, 0 late, in facfc,
that it came to life only when the old legions had been split up and their
camps were now housing a motley of different units united only by the
physical installation of the camp — then, and thgn only would the c.:ult
‘of the Gensus castrorwm emerge, i. e. under Diocletian®. In the meantime

' A comparable case where also the possibility t¢ personify mattered is AE 1939, 38 ¢ an altar of the year A.D. 216 has come to light at the legionary camp of

Lambaesis: M. Aurelio Cominio Cassiano leg(ato) Augg( ustorum ) pr(o) pr{actove) ¢fl
simo} v(iro), praesidi, Genie virtutum omsnium, Clodius Lucifer, pracfect(us) classi.
efgregius). A similarly vindictive role of a Genius is emphasized in the threat:/s
kanc avam laesent habeal Genium ivatum populi Romani . . ., quoted by Crsaivo; Gen]
468; contra: ToutTaln, Cultes, 442.

CIL III, 876; 7626; VIII, 17628. XIIT, 6127. AE 1971, 218.
Capsarii: CIL XTII, 11979. Centuriones: CIL III, 7631, Immunes: AR 1905, 241. Men
CIL 1IL, 17796 = RIU II, 391. AE 1973, 471. Optiones: CIL XIII, 6566. Ezplo_ia
RIU 424. Decuriones: Drssav, TLS 2545.

Signiferi: AE 1927, 89 = RIB 451. AE 1958, 303. Speculatores: CIL VIII, 2608.:Teolor
Dessau, ILS 9183. Veredarii: CIL XEIT, 7439, Vexillavii of imaginiferi: CIL XIIL; 763
Praepositi: U. ScrrLLiNeer-HAirerr, Neue Inschriften aus Osterburken. Fundlbies it
aus Baden-Witrttemberg 1, 1974, 533—b44, no. 7, probably a fragment of CTL XIII, 117
mentioning the Genius of the secufores.

¥ Domaszewskl, Religion, 90 on CIT. XIII, §566. N
Drssau, ILS 2401. The inscription, moteover, was found in Altripp, not in Mainz whe
the headquarters of the staff of Upper Germany was located.

% Campus: CIL VIII, 16728. Castra: CIL VI, 280, 281 36776—86777 and CIL XIV, 7
(= Dmssav, ILS 2216. 2215. 484, 9080. 2217), CIL VIIL, 2629 (= Dessav, ILS 2291).
M. BrsNIER, Inscriptions et monuments de Lambése et des environs, MEFR 18, 1898,‘
451—489, esp. p. 458, H. G. KoLsE, Neue Inschriften, 881, = AE 1968, 45. Domus:
Domaszewskl, Religion, 189. Excubitoriwm: CIL VI, 3010. Hoyvau@: CIL XIIT, 7749.
Praesidium: CIL II1, 215, revised AE 1953, 171. RIB 1677. Praetorium: CIL 1L, 2684,
4076 G. ALFSLDY, Die romischen Inschriften von Tarraco (Berlin, 1975}, no. 34. CIL III,
1019. RTB 1075. 1685, 1686. 1687. M. Lrarav, L c. 186f — AE 1973, 637. AE 1939, 36.
Statio; CIL 11T, 8178. VI, 86779. 86781. CIL VIIT, 17623. 17625. 17626. CIL XII, 144.
CIL XIII, 6127. Tabularvium: CIL VI, 30886, VIIL, 18060. XIIL, 7762. Valetudinarium:
CIL III, 10408. There is no Gemius valli or Genius practenturae as suggested by CesSANO:
see RIB 2015 and 11562 . )
Domaszewski, Religion, 118 — his interpretation of CIL III, 11 111 is misleading: the
text is not dated, there are no officium-notae and, above all, the letters G.C. may refer
t0 a Genius centuriae, collegii, or cohortis rather than casivorum.
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Bonn,. constituting proof that the Gendus castrorum was worshipped alreads
at a time when the legions were still fully intact and the cult of the G
legionds still in full swing®: '

I(ovi) o ptimo) m(aximo) et Gendo d{omins) nfostri) M (arci) Aur (el
A%tomm et Gewio castroruwm, Auwr(elius) Veratius Titus et Awr(elius)
Geminius Severus, b(eneficiarii) lega(t) Sabino IT of Anulling T '
NIINO co(n)s(ulibus). :

Like the Genil of some other installations, the Genius castrorum canng
bg seen as referring to persons: it follows a pattern observed also in nop.
military contexts, namely that the concept. of the Genius as the deity'o'f,
person frequently evolved to become the deity of a place, a Gendus Io
Underlying this evolution seems to be a change in the notion: of

collective Genii to the effect that they no longer represented the character
the personality, or even the ‘Lebensgeist’ of their constituency®, but instea;
beca'me objective deities per se, gods who devoted their special care to
particular group regardless of the subjective character of that group. Unli
the standards and the Emperors, the Genii were wotshipped as real gods in
that vows were made to them and even demanded by them, as one would
expect of gods conceived as real and objective®; what one wanted of them
was protection®2. It seems, therefore, that the praetorians who worshippe
their Gem'us centurize did not adore themselves ¢en divinisant ce qu'iky |
de mesllowr en chacun & ewx, qui obscurédment devaient sentir 10 fe ne sais p
quot 4’ exaltanty®®. Else, how would one explain the Genii of military inst
lations and the Gentus castrorwm next to the Gensus legionds? Still, the
an ipscription from Alexandria in Egypt that keeps one from rashljr, &
cIud11314g all personal character aspects from the cult of the Genii in t
army34: -

Gendo sancto legionis et commanipulorum bonorum, Q(uintus) Caecrlt
Kalendinus, optio posuit. .

Possibly Kalendinus considered all his colleagues boni and hence simp
invokt'ad the Gendus centuriae, but it cannot be excluded that he called upo
a Genius only of his good colleagues as distinguished from others, less viet
ous ones. On balance, though, one may consider the cult of the tilita;

Genii not so much the divinization of the best qualities of the Roman atm -

arnm 56

2 KoiLBE, Neue Inschriften, whence AE 1963, 45. For a Genius legionis in Lower Germa
see AE 1962, 891. .

30 For ‘Lebensgeist’ see Domaszewski, Religion, 108. i

81 A'. D. Nocx, L c. 2401. Cf. AE 1971, 208 (Lebn): Genio [ifegionis) ] VII G (eminae) f{el
Tib(erius} CJ({WFWS) Pompeianus, tr(ibunus) ex jufssu) Glenis) o(otum solvit):

¥ Cf. Lattxr, Religionsgeschichte 381f. AE 19584, 90: Genio defensori, ILAlg T, 2086: ads
mentum. CTL XIIT 6681: Zeofels & moréplov] kol dperpfTewr péha pdyboy E\’JE&UE{I
duénker Meviou elkdva seuvfy. i

# Durry, Cohortes, 317. .

3¢ CIL XIIT = Dmssav, ILS 2290.
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put the worshipping of gods that protected individuals, groups, and
places?"“. This, moreover, is the framework that explains best the new
Genins armamentarii discussed in the following.

II. An altar to the new Genius armamentarii

Novae in Lower Moesia, at the southernmost point of the Danube, was

of outstanding strategic importance for the Roman frontier protecting the
Balkan provinces. Situated on the southern high bank of the river, it con-
trolled the east-west road along the Danube as well as the south road
through the mountains into Thrace. The site, therefore, served for some
four hundred years as a legionary fortress. From A.D. 70 until the time of
the ‘Notitia Dignitatum’, legio I Italica had its headquarters here. Then,
after an attempt by Justinian to restore its walls, the town fell into ruins
and was deserted. Relatively unobstructed by modern buildings, it is now
being systematically excavated by Bulgarian and Polish teams™. Among
the finds made by the Bulgarian archaeologists in the eastern sector of the
town there is an intriguing sandstone altar which is published here because
of the interest its inscription has for the cult of the Genii in the Roman army.

The altar (see plate II) was found in secondary usage in a depth of one

meter below the surface in a building on the wia sagularis along the
southern walls?, It is 0.45 m high, 0.24 m broad and 0.20 m deep. The
upper right-hand corner is broken off and missing, The inscription, on a field
measuring 0.195 m by 0.18 m is written in letters 0.038 m high and continues
on the lower socle. It reads:

Marti [et] | Genio afv][mamen[t{arii)] |
[V Jal(evius) Cresc(ens) [ c(ustos) a(vmorum).

The reading is clear in all places except for the first letter of the

dedicant’s name where one should perhaps read A(e)i(éus) instead of

Similarly Otro, Genius. LaTTE, Religionsgeschichte,

For Novae and its excavations see M. Créixova, Les founilles de Novae, Moesia inferior,
secteur est: campagnes 1960--1968, in: Roman Frontier Studies 1969, ed. E. BIRLEY
et al. (Cardiff, 1974), 226234, See also the report by the same author in the forthcoming
acta of the Roman Frontier Congress in 1974, K. Majewskr, Novae, Sektor Zachodni,
Archeologia (Warsaw) 26, 1975, 128—164, For inscriptions from Novae: J. KoLendo,
fitudes sur les imscriptions de Novae, Archeologia (Warsaw) 16, 1965, 124—147 and
InkM, Inscription de I'an 227 en I'honmeur de Jupiter Depulsor découverte 4 Novae,
Archeologia 19, 1968, 117--144. For legio I Ifalica and its predecessor at Novae, legio
VIII Awugusta, see E.RITTERLING, Legio, RE 12, 1924, 1407—1417 and 1647—1652; add
AT 1966, bdb; AE 1968, 454bis; 511; AE 1969/70, 552; £63; AE 1971, 226; AR 1972, 505;
512; 527—532; B6b; AR 1978, 478—480.

Quadrangle XXXI1X/201, East 2,00 m, South 1,85 m. 1967, Inv. nr. 831,
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[V jal(erius). There are no criteria for dating the find except the uneven
letters that point to the late second or the third century A.D,, i. e, certainly
to the time when logio I Ifalica was in garrison at Novae,

The armamentaria are known to be part of the central buildings of thé !
camps. It is very likely, therefore, that our altar once stood in or néar the
principia of the legionary fortress and was removed thence some

time during'
the fourth century to serve as building material for a new structure on the
via sagularisse,

Our altar would be the first document to link the rank of custos AVIOTUM
with the armamentaria were it not for the remote possibility that the rare
vank of conduclor armammentarii is here drastically shortened to c.a.%
The distinction is important, for if we have here a custos AYIMOrH,; A-Tan
found in each centuria®®, then our altar would establish the fact that par
of the soldiers” weapons were kept by him in the assmamentarium as was done
with the weapons of the Rome cohorts®™, By contrast, if we have here
conductor armementarii then we may visualize the armamentaria. of t
provincial armies mainly as storshouses for ammunition and spar
weapons. Unfortunately, our altar does not provide sufficient evidence ¢
decide this question.

By far the most important contribution of the altar is that it adds
new deity to our knowledge of the religion of the Roman army, |
Genius armamentarii. Not that the Genius of the armory was unexpected

3 For armamentavia see R, CAGNAT, L'armde romaine d'Adrique (Paxis, 1913), 493
H. v. PErrIKOVITS, Die Spezialgebiude rsmischer Legionslager, in: Legio VII:Ger
(Ledn, 1970), 229—252, esp. p. 236, H. vow PETRIKOVITS, Die Innenbauteir o
Legionslager wihrend der Prinzipatszeit, Wiss. Abh. der Rhein.-Westf. Alkad; der
56 (Opladen, 1975), 73 and note 74. See ibid. for the emplacement of altars for the
their location is known only in a very few cases. Both Cagnar and von Datrino
identify the priusipia and the armomentaria, but an inscription from Britain show:
were considered two different things: CIL VII, 446 — DEssau, 2621 = RIB 109
Caesar M. Awtowius Govdianus P.F. Aug. principia et armamentavia conlapsa ye
per Magcitium Fuscum leg. Aug. pv. pv. cuwvante M. Aur. Quirvino pr. cok.:
Nevertheless, the two were close 1o each other and in the center of the camp;
stone balls for the artillery were found near the fornm (MajEwskr, 1. c. p. 143, i
there must have been the avmamentaria of the late antique town, and perhaps al
of the legionary camp. : '
For condustores armament(arii) see CIL T¥1, 1121. C(uram, ) a(gens) makes no sense:t
For ¢. a. see e. g. CIL III, Index p. 5202 or Dzssau, ILS vol. 3, p. 477. - :
A, v. DomaszeEwski, Die Rangordnung des rdmischen Heeres, 2nd. ed. by B..Dop
Beihefte der Bommer Jahrbiicher 14 (Kéln, 1967), 44f. Two dedications: by e
custodes to the Gendus centuriae are found in E. Vorerck, Militirinschriften aus Carnunf
(Wien, 1954), 66 and 69. Paaks
For this question see A. v. DOMASZEWSKI, Ausgrabungen in Carnuntum 1885; Ar
logisch-epigraphische Mittheilungen aus Osterreich-Ungarn 10, 1886, 12—39, asp:.
His opinion is followed by Durry, Cohortes, 115, but now a discens armopin: cus
has come to light in the praetorium as well, see DoMASZEWSKT, Rangordnung; X, ==

o
g

;
haps an assimilation of the third-century praetorium to the legions?

PEIDEL — DIMITROVA-MILCEVA

PLATE I

1. Dedication slab to the Sun God and the Genius equitum singulavium Augustorum. Rome, camp of the equites singulares Augusti
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though. A.v. DoMAszEwsKr in A.D. 1895 observed that other buildings
in the army camps had their Genii, such as the

Gentus valetudinarit
and the
Genius horret.

From this he concluded that the armory, too, should have had a Genius of
its own*? His inference is now confirmed by our altar. The new Genius
graphically illustrates the degree of permanence the stone-built legionary
fortresses and their organization had acquired by the second and third
centuries A.D. — both in reality and in the minds of the soldiers.

The invocation of Mars on our altar is also remarkable, for there exists
the as yet unproven hypothesis that only late, during the mid-third century
did the legions develop a more intense cult of Mars® Unfortunately,
the absence of reliable criteria to date our altar prevents one from seeing
what importance it may have for the development of the cult of Mars in
the army. Even so, the altar adds some weight to the cult of Mars among
- the legions.

The pairing of Mars with the Genius of the armory conforms to a pattern,
namely that the Genii as gods of a narrow sphere of protection are very
often joined with a god of a large, overall sphere of protection, frequently
one of the Olympian dé militares Tuppiter, (Iuno), Minerva, Mars, and
Hercules®, Four closely comparable dedications to Mars and a military
Genius ‘are known e. g. from Africats:

Deo Marti [Aug(usto)] Gemiogue samcto scolae b(eme)f(iciariorum)
Paconsus Castus, bene}f(iciarius) cons(ularis) leg(ionis) III Au-
g(ustae) cum suis exacta staftione) v(otum) s(olvit).

Gradivo patyi, Genio stai(iomis) Vazaivi ot diis comservatoribus, M.
Bacbius Speratus cor{nicularius) prae(fecti) [leg(ionis) I11] Aug(ustae)
p(iae) v(indicis) vot(um) sobvit) l(tbens) a(wnimo).

[GeJnio T (centuriae), Marti Aug(usto) sacrum, C(aius) Apon(ius)
Saturn(inus), optio, v(otwm) s(obvit) L(ibens) a(nimo). Fel(iciter).
[GeJwio T (cemturine) Marti Aug(usio) pro salute dominorum n(ostro-

vum) Imp(eratorum) Severi of Antonini Aug(ustorwm) [et Gelae
Cajes(aris) ...

Similar dedications come from Germany and Rome and provide suitable
parallels to our altar®®, By contrast, oriental gods, heirs of a very different

4 Domaszewskl, Religion, 103.

% Domaszewskr, Religion, 33—87. For the rarity of dedications to Mars see . g. A, Passe-
RINI, Legio, in: E. pE RuGarero, Dizionario Epigrafico 4 (1948—1950), 618.

* For the dii militares see DoMaszEWSKI, Religion 19ff. and the studies by E. BIrLEY and
J. HELGELAND in this volume, 1470—1505.

2 Dessau, ILS 2400. 2399, 9102a. Cacnat, Les deux camps, bba.

¥ CIL XIII, 6740a. CIL VI, 31151.
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2. Altar to Mars and the Genius armamentarii, Novae, Moecsia inferior
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tradition, seldom appear with Genii*”. Modern interpreters ocecasional
identified these gods of a larger protection sphere with the Genii themselye
as for example on an altar from Hatra%:

Erculi Sanct(o), pro salute domini wostri Aufg(usti), Q(uintus)
Potyonius QufinJtianus, dom(o) [Nicofmidia, trib(unus) wmil(itum,)
leg(ionis) I P{arthicac), trib(unus) coh(ortis) IX Gordianae, Ggmg
coh(ortis).

However, it seems better to regard such juxtapositions as asyndetic; refe
ring to different deities (god and Genius) — that, at least is suggested by,
many dedications separating the deities by an explicit ef as our altar doe
Tt might seem natural that the greater god is named first as in our dedication
but two of the four dedications to Mars and the Genius cited above na
Mars on the second place, which shows there is no hierarchy, no. R,
ovdnung der Heeresgdiler to be derived from such arrangements??, nor do
they reflect a breakdown of the old-time religion®.

The occasion for setting up a monument to a military Genius is often
the promotion to the new rank in which the dedication is maded; or the
retirement from that rank®®. However, other occasions are corceivable as
well. Valerius Crescens gives no indication as to why he set up: his alt
but it certainly is a welcome addition to our still surprisingly small: bod:
of documents concernmg legio I Italica and to our understanding of th
cult of the Genii in the Roman army.
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