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Continued Troin Pag
maintain in his one-man per-
formance of “Antigone.”

Wearing a gray suit, he pres-
ents the 80-minute tale while
moving between nine mounted
masks on the stage.

“I don't put [the masks] over
my face,” Fay said. “I refer to
them, speak from them.”

The style is a throwback to an
ancient custom. Greek actors al-
ways wore masks in their roles;
they were essential to the pro-
cess of telling their tale, Fay
said. The mouthpieces were
also formed as miniature mega-
phones, enabling the actors to
project their voices to large
crowds in an amphitheater.

In Fay’s production, when the
audience first enters the theater,
all they see on stage are the
masks, mounted on steel poles
and facing away from the audi-
ence.

“When a character, as it were,

 COLLEGE
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the mask turn it toward the au-
dience and speak from that
character,” he said.

Designed by Lewis, founder
and partner of Icarus Furniture
in Troy, the large masks are
composed of layers of wood,
best described as “wood col-
lages.” Fay and Lewis created
them to evoke the characters
and chorus of the play.

Fay’s manipulation of his
voice in relation to the masks is
essential to the creation of each
character. Acting without them
is almost unthinkable. A charac-
ter, he said, reveals itself
through its mask.

“You go through some things
with them. You go through their
life, you go through their agony
on the stage with them, and

_there’s a kind of sacred bond

that exists between them,” he
said. “And they keep revealing
themselves to you.”

By the time a performance is
finished; he said, each mask has
changed for the audience.

Student of tragedy

Fay, 68, a former professor of
comparative religion at The
College of Saint Rose in Albany,
has been studying and perform-
ing Greek tragedy in one-man
shows in the Capital Region for
10 years.

He has worked through the
canon of Greek tragedians from

PP P PP I IIINII I III I,
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ripides, examining a perxod in
Mediterranean culture that
served as the hothouse nurtur-
ing the flower of tragedy.

Most of Fay's work has been
created in conjunction with
Robert Blood, a Schenectady
sculptor who made his masks
from clay and wood chips.
Blood, however, was unavail-
able for this production. So Fay
turned to Lewis.

The resulting masks are less
dense and forbidding than
Blood’s work, more cartoonlike
and expressive.

For each character, Fay has
created a stylized set of ges-
tures. “There’s a whole body
language that goes along with
each character,” he said.

His vocal and physical inter-
pretations of the roles are de-
signed to get to what he sees as
its heart: a battle of the sexes.

“The principal issues are gen-
der issues,” he said, describing
the clash between Creon and
Antigone. “He’s not allowing
women to grieve — specifically,
this woman.”

Through the clash of wills,
gender roles are exchanged, and
by play’s end Antigone has tak-
enon ahero’srole.

“You have the masculiniza-
tion of women, not in a car-
toonish or grotesque way, and
the feminization of men,” he
said.

Through the prism of ancient
Greek culture, Creon’s wail is
the ultimate effeminate act.

“He expresses himself in a
woman’s way because it's the
only thing left for him to do ”
Fay said.

For his audience, Fay is de-
termined to re-create as best he
can the phantasmagoria of light,
mask, fable and imagination that
captivated the ancient Greeks.

The question remains,
though, how much of the experi-
ence of the play is in the mask
and how much in the viewer?

“Does it make any difference?
You need to have something
happen and there are energies
here, and this happened,” Fay
said.

“It’s like: Which came first
the chicken or the egg? The old
Zen answer: the chicken is the
egg. You are the mask; the mask
is you,” he said.

“Why are you bothering to
pay attention to it in the first
place? You've not rejected it,
and something has happened.”

Bertrand Fay’s “Antigone” will
be performed at 8 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 5, at the Maureen Stapleton
Theatre at the Hudson Valley
Community College. Tickets are
$5.

A symposium with the Ellen Si-
nopoli Dance Company, Jim
Lewis, and Bertrand Fay about
the connections between Lewis
art and performance art will be
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