O temporal O causas! 'Brain-balkanising’ Ovid's Fast/
27 April, 2001 (CAAS: New Rochelle, NY)

(1) SPASTIC IN TIME: KURT VONNEGUT (1966) SLAUGHTERHOUSE-FIVE:
Listen:

Billy Piigrim has come unstuck in time.

Billy has gone to sleep a senile widower and awakened on his wedding day. He has walked
through a door in 1955 and come out another one in 1941. He has gone back through that door to
find himself in 1963. He has seen his birth and death many times, he says, and pays random visits
to all the events in between.

He says.

Billy is spastic in time, he has no control over where he is going next, and the trips aren't
necessarily fun.

(2) Ovip’s Mission, Ovid’s Fasti 1.1-2:
Tempora cum causis Latium digesta per annum
lapsaque sub terras ortague signa canam.

(3) POSITIONING OUR SAMPLES IN CONTEXT:

(a) "Scenes from the Life of a Founder” {b) The Roman Calendar (official Fast)

(from A. Barchiesi (1997) The Poet & the Prince Berkeley ] [from Beard, North, Price (1998) Religions of Rome vol Z,
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(4) PATER PATRIAE, Ovid’s Fasti 2.133-144 (FRATRICIDE):
Romule, concedes: facit hic tua magna tuendo
moenia, tu dederas transilienda Remo.
135 Te Tatius parvique Cures Caeninague sensit;
hoc duce Romanum est solis utrumque latus.
Tu breve nescioquid victae telluris habebas:
quodcumaue est alto sub love, Caesar habet.
Tu rapis, his castas duce se iubet esse maritas:
tu recipis luco, reppulit ille nefas,
Vis tibi grata fuit, florent sub Caesare leges.
Tu domini nomen, principis ille tenet.
Te Remus incusat, veniam dedit hostibus ille.
Caelestem fecit te pater, illle patrem.
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(5) PARILIA, Ovid’s FastiIV.835-856 (LEGISLATIVE GLITCH}:

835

assignment of
task to Celer

840

Remus mocks
the walis

Remus leaps

augurio laeti iaciunt fundamina cives,
Et novus exiguo tempore murus erat.

Hoc Celer urget opus, quem Romulus ipse vocarat,

"Sint," que “Celer, curae” dixerat “ista tuae,
neve quis aut muros aut factam vomere fossam
transeat: audentem talia dede neci.”

Quod Remus ignorans humiles contemnere muros

coepit et “his populus” dicere “tutus erit?”
nec mora, transiluit: rutro Celer occupat ausum;

Celer kills. ille premit duram sanguinulentus humum.
845 Haec ubi rex didicit, lacrimas introrsus obortas
anguish of

frater

fortitude of rex

anguish of
frater 850

funeral of

devorat et clausum pectore voinus habet.
Flere palam non volt exemplaque fortia servat,

‘sic’ que "meos muros transeat hostis" ait.

dat tamen exsequias nec iam suspendere fletum
sustinet, et pietas dissimulata patet;
osculaque adplicuit posito suprema feretro
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Remus atque ait “invito frater adempte, vale!"

arsurosque artus unxit: fecere, quod ille,
Faustulus et maestas Acca soluta comas.
855  Tum iuvenem nondum facti flebere Quirites;
ultima plorato subdita flamma rogo est.

(6) LUDIBRIUM FRATRIS & THE CREATION OF CELER:

Ennius’ fragments 48 & 50 (Skutsch) and Livy's vulgatior fama (1.7.2) provide the standard
account of the Judibrium fratris punished directly by Romulus rather than indirectly by Celer.

Date of Celer's invention/integration is unknown, though his terminus post quam is the
Augustan era. Celer does not appear in either of Livy's two accounts, but he does appear in
contemporaneous Greek works:

Diodorus, Bibliotheca Historica, 8.4.1 - 8.6.3.

Dionysius of Halicarnassus, Roman Antiquities, 1.87 4.
[Note: Remus’ mocking & jumping over his brother's walls are the skeletal elements of any account
detailing his death. As revisionist versions attempt to eradicate the fratricide or rationalize the
childish sibling rivalry, Remus’ actual murderer varies. Suspects include his brother, a rioting pro-
Romulean mob, and his brother's henchman (Celer).]

(7) CATULLUS 68
19-20: sed totum haoc studium luctu fraterna mihi mors | abstulit. O misero frater adempte mihi.
91-92: quaene etiam nostro letum miserabile fratri | attulit. Ei misero frater adempte mihi,.

As pointed out by S. Hinds, also found in Catullus, 101.6: heu miser indigne frater adempte mihi.
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(8) ROMULUS’ QUOTATION OF CATULLUS EVALUATED BY S. HINDS
S. Hinds (1992) “Arma in Ovid's Fasti Part 2" Arethusa 25, 148.
How can a comparison with Catullus and his frater adempte be anything but unflattering to

Ovid's Romulus? in that earlier, oft-repeated farewell was true fraternal pietas... Besides these
[very genuine tears of Catullus), how much are the tears of a suspected fratricide worth, who only
momentarily interrupts a stance of rigid bellicosity to allow a few reluctant drops to flow? Portray
Romulus as a man of peace and reconciliation, portray him as a man of elegiac responses and
values—how true does itring? Te Remus incusat.

(9) ROMULUS' DECREE IN OTHER EXTANT ACCOUNTS:
Ennius, (Skutsch 50):
{[Romulus:] "Nec pol homo quisquam faciet impune animatus
hoc nec tu; nam mi calido dabis sanguine poenas”

Livy, (1.7.2):
[Romulus:] “sic deinde, quicumque alius tansiliet moenia mea,”

Diodorus: (8.6.2-3) (proactive decree pronounced by Romulus, activated by Celer)
[Romulus:] " mapayyeAd 7é /s mOAL uvvacat Tov v .

»

(Celer:] “ "Eyw J¢...quuvoduar rov vmepmndwvra xar

Dionysius: (1.87.4) ("decree" pronounced by Celer, instead of Romulus);

[Remus:] “ "AAAa 7070 y'...00 yaemds av ris vuiv vmepBaiy moAeulos, domep évi

[Celer:] “ "AAAa 70d70p ye 700 mOA€u1ow 0V yaends av ris qudy duvvairo.”

(11) DENIS FEENEY & “BRAIN-BALKANISATION”:
D. Feeney (1998) Literature and Religion at Rome: cultures, contexts, and beliefs. Cambridge.

(The] phrase ‘balkanisation des cerveaux’ (brain-balkanisation’) captures the capacity of educated
Greeks and Romans of the post-classical era to entertain different kinds of assent and criteria of
judgement in different contexts, in ways that strike the modern observer as mutually contradictory.

(12) Characterizing Romulus elsewhere in Qvid’s Fasti
insufficient (2.133), defeated (2.375), divine (2.482), deceitful (3.197), charitable (3.431), rueful
(4.845), passionless (5.479), supplicatory (6.375)
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(10) LEMURIA, Ovid’s Fasti V.451-480, (CotD-BLOODED EXECUTION)
Romulus buries Romulus ut tumulo fraternas condidit umbras,
Remus Et male veloci iusta soluta Remo,
Faustulus & Acca Faustulus infelix et passis Acca capillis
return home Spargebant lacrimis ossa perusta suis.
455 |nde domum redeunt sub prima crepuscula maesti,
Utque erat, in duro procubere toro.
appearance of Umbra cruenta Remi visa est adsistere lecto
Remus' umbra . .
atque haec exiguo murmure verba loqui:

SerecH or Remuslll “En ego dimidium vestri parsque altera voti,
Cernite, sim qualis, qui modo qualis eram!
Qui modo, si volucres habuissem regna iubentes,
In populo potui maximus esse meo,
Remus as ghost Nunc sum elapsa rogi flammis et inanis imago:
Haec est ex illo forma relicta Remo!
oiography of 405 || Heu ubi Mars pater est? si vos modo vera locuti,
Remus Uberaque expositis ille ferina dedit.
conviction of Celer Quem lupa servavit, manus hunc temeraria civis
Perdidit. O quanto mitior illa fuit!
Saeve Celer, crudelem animam per volnera reddas,
470 Utque ego, sub terras sanguinulentus eas.
evaluation of Romulus || Noluit hoc frater, pietas aequalis in ilfo est:
Quod potuit, lacrimas in mea fata dedit.
Hunc vos per lacrimas, per vestra alimenta rogate,
Ut celebrem nostro signet honore diem.”

contest of auguries

disappearance 475 Mandantem amplecti cupiunt et bracchia tendunt:
of Remus: umbra lubrica prensantes effugit umbra manus.
Ut secum fugiens somnos abduxit imago,

ad regem voces fratris uterque ferunt.
Romulus creates

the Remuria Romulus obsequitur, lucemque Remuria dicit.
480 ffiam, qua positis iusta feruntur avis.
Food for Thought: . oy
Robert Hughes (1991) Shock of the New. Pablo Picasso (1914) Green Still Life

Picasso and Braque wanted to
represent the fact that our knowledge of
an object is made up of all possible views
of it: top, sides, front, back. They wanted
to compress this inspection, which takes
time, into one moment—one synthesized
view. They aimed to render that sense of
multiplicity, which had been the subtext of
Cézanne’s late work, as the governing
element of reality.
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