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RECENT WORK ON ANCIENT BroGrarny, [!
REVIEW ARTICLE

Tomas Hice

1. Jacoby continuatus: Biography from Scylax to Christodorus®

Jacoby's Die Fragmente der griechischen Historiker (FGrHist) is rightly considered ane
of the greatest achievements of twentieth-century classical scholarship, a judgemeny
founded on the grand scale of the underraking as well as on the author’s philolog;.
cal acumen, encyclopaedic learning, and independent judgement. Sadly, but undey.
standably, FGrHist has remained a torso. When Felix Jacoby died in 1959 at the age
of 83, he had, since announcing the project in 1908, managed te complete seventeer
massive volumes—but had still not reached more than half way. As a one-man per.
formance (or rather, a two-scholar performance, since his wife Margarete seems ¢
have been an indispensable partner throughout), this is of course formidable, no¢
least when it is considered whart the family had to go through from 1934 onwards.3 ¢
is understandable that no natural successor presented him/herself. Thus, for another
forty years we have had to rely on Karl Miiller's Fragmenza Historicorum Graecoru m
of 1841-70 for many of the Greek historical texts extant only in fragments.

Now, at long last, the project has been resumed on a large scale,* wiscly, by 2
team of authors. Detailed plans have been drafted to cover the remaining areas of

"Under this heading, a series of review articles will appear in SO, dis'cussing n
editions, and (somerimes) articles related to Greek and Roman blograp}})’ (the term being
used in a wide sense). No pretension to completeness is made. The aurhqr.lS S”"Cff'l for refeq.
ences to (or copies/offprints of) new publications, o be sent to Prof. Tomas Higg, IKRR,
Qisteinsgate 3, N-s007 Bergen (tomas.hagg@krr.uib.no).

*Felix Jacoby, Dic Fragmente der griechischen Historiker Continued. Pant Four: Biography and
Antiquarian Literature. Ed. by G. Schepens. IV A: Biography.
Fasc.1: The Pre-Hellenistic Period by ]. Bollansée, J. Engels, | -
Leiden, Boston & Koéln, 1998. 394 pp- ISBN 90-04-11094-1. Price Dgl 220.37/Fura
100.00/US$123.00. . ]

Fasc. 3: Hefmz;pof of Smyrna by Jan Bollansée. Brill: Leiden, Boston & Kaln, 1999. 631 pp,
ISBN 90-04-11303-7. Price Dgl. 392.26/Euro 178'00/US.$2’8'(.)0‘ iton & Koln, 1999

Fasc. 7: Imperial and Undated Authors by J. Radicke. Brill: Leiden, Boston L9949
pp. ISBN 90-04-11304-5. Price Dgl. 293.09/Euro 133<°°/US$163'OO"

'CE M. Chambers, “Felix Jacoby”, in: W.W. Briggs & WM. (.akfcr ml ff’f.'fl and 1
55/70/1175/11'[): A Biographical Emy,:la‘pedia, New York '& Londojl} 1990, 20§ ,
Mcnsching. Nugae zur l’bi/o/agie-Geffhic/Jte, Vol. 2, Berlin 1989, 1711 i b he ¢
“Simultaneously, Charles W. Fornara is revising and editing from Jncol()?'g Ndcy:l':ii'l(:l: LT:':"
mentary to FGrHist 111 C (Autoren iiber csinzclr[C ‘Ijn_dcr)-' fgsc. : (]‘ch::!j::,h‘w‘“ abso -‘.\.
6082-G08) of a projected eight appeared in 1994- FGrHist V (historical geograf f
the programume again (sce FGrHist IV A1 (1998}, Villsq.)-

cw monography,

G. Schepens. E. Theys. Bril
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Tomas Hice

with two separate series of excerpts in cod. 242 (some so Budé pages) and a critical
assessment in cod. 181, is the main source, supplemented by hundreds of entries
in the Suda. Athanassiadi rclies on the standard editions of these works, by Henry
(1960, 1971) and Adler (1928-38), respectively, for her Greck text, noting in her own
apparatus only the deviations from their text. There is a facing English translation
with comments in footnotes. In the Introduction there is insightful discussion of
Damascius’ career, the cultural mitieux of Alexandria and Athens, and various other
aspects of late antique Hellenism. Three appendices, six plates, a plan and a map,
a select bibliography, three indices, and concordances with Zintzen's Olms text
(1967), complete this model edirion, obviously a labour of love {or rather, to quote
Damascius fr. 33A, of “love, industry, sagacity” [éparta, prhonmoviay, dyyivowav)).
Moderu-day efforts to find coherent meaning and a structure in these rich, but un-
usually complex series of fragments, have thus taken a decisive step forward. 19

In the history of biography, Damascius’ work is famous for conraining the first
attestation of the term Broypadia (rather than Blog).2° This is the passage in question

in Athanassiadi’s lucid English (fr. 6A):

Bur possibly one might think that, as the proverb goes, “I sing a song of bliss
[= talk nonsense]”, and indeed it would be appropriate to ask “How can vou
prove, my friend, that your philosopher [= Isidore] descended from that order
of souls?” to these words 1 will answer not in an aggressive spirit, as one docs in
alaw court, bur calmly; not with the zeal which strives for absolute accuracy in
argument, but according to the rules of biography (nétpa roypadiog), putting
forward only what I believe to be true and what I have heard from my master.

University of Bergen
Department of Greek, Latin and Egyprology

9 For a deratled and insightful review, sce R. Lambercon, Bryn Mawr Classical Review
2000.01.23.

o Ct. the interesting reflections on the term and its Syrian context in G.W. Bowersock,
Rabbula and Syrian Hellenism”, in: T, Higg & DPh. Rousseau (eds.), Greek Biography and

Lanegyric in Late Antiguity (The Transformation of the Classical Heritage, 31), Berkeley 2000,
258 .
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