APPENDIX 111

TOWARDS A CORRECT INTERPRETATION OF
«PHRASAI» IN THE FRAGMENT OF DURIS

Duris’ criticism of the historical work of Ephorus and
Theopompus deserves further consideration. He claims that
their interest was primarily aimed at the ‘written page’
(grdphein), neglecting the delight intrinsic in the aural dimen-
sion of the word (16ovi &v @ @pdoar), i.e. the emotional
reflexes provoked by the declamation of the text. Our inter-
pretation may arouse a certain perplexity where the sense it at-
tributes to the term phrdsai (‘‘say’’, ‘‘declaim’’) is concerned.
Indeed, the corresponding substantive, phrdsis, usually has the
generic meaning of “‘elocution’’, “‘style’”’, in ancient rhetoric.
This semantic connotation is also implicit in Duris’ expression,
but is decisively orientated towards the style peculiar to a writ-
ten work for oral communication, as opposed to written work
intended instead for silent reading’.

In his treatise De compositione verborum, Dionysius of
Halicarnassus used the theory of the rhythmics to examine the
structure of some lines of Homer and affirms that the poet
manages with a single meter (the hexameter) and with few
rhythms® to obtain extraordinary effects of imitative harmony,
expressing in the movement of the line the pdthos inherent in the
event described. In his opinion the best example is the holodac-

1. Hence, probably, the reductive interpretation of cultivate style, which the
Greek lexicon of Liddell-Scott-Jones (s.v. @pGlm, 2b) also attributes to the
@paoat of our passage.

2. The primary significance of ppdlew, ‘say’, ‘speak’, points in this direc-
tion.

3. 20, 137-138 (Il p. 89 Us.-Rad.)
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tylic line of the Odyssey*, describing the stone of Sisyphus roll-
ing downhill:

abTig Enerta mESOvEE KLAIVEETO Adag dvoidng.

He observes that the long syllables of each dactylic foot do
not in this case have the normal duration of two beats. Because
of the total absence of spondaic feet, whoever recites the line has
to assume a round, rapid and rushing declamation (phrdsis),
like the rolling of the stone®. In this context the term phrdsis cer-
tainly indicates the style, but in the specific light of its phoneti-
cal-aural aspect®. The perspective in which Dionysius places
himself is the same one from which Plutarch examines poetry in
the opuscule De audiendis poetis.

The same significance is found in the adjective used by Aristo-
tle in the section of his Rheroric on the distinction between
‘graphic’ and ‘agonistic’ eloquence’.

4. 11, 598.

5. 20,144 (11 p. 93 Us.-Rad.): 008&v &1 10 dvrinpdtrov Eotiv eltpoyov Kal
nepipep xal xatappéovsav elvar TV @pdowy &K TOWUTWV OUYKEK-
potnuévnv pubudyv. For a more detailed analysis, cf. B. Gentili, Metrica greca
arcaica, Messina-Firenze 1950, p. 40 ff.

6. L. E. Rossi, Metrica e critica stilistica. Il termine ciclico e I’ aywy1 rit-
mica, Roma 1963, and W.S. Allen, Accent and Rhythm, Cambridge 1973, p.
255 f., rightly observe that Dionysius is dealing with style, but they do not say
that the focal point of the analysis is in the stylistic effects on the level of dic-
tion or recitation.

7. Aristot. Rhet. 3,1407b: diwg 6% d&1 edavdyvwotov elval TO yeypap-
pévov xai ebpacTtov.
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