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1•"-'''"ll' Ill 1he fe-;a r ti.ll, fi1tal i m.:~,:-C" rof lh(' J)UIJ,:, ~lad.nwr, tlw rt"\' r•hn i1)u,uy 1m 
•he (f"()\~ 

s ,r 1 . · tu •o prcs.s rc C3)('.$, '!oOliH·nu programs. st\•dy J!Uid~. ;mtf pn-.:~ inter~ 
\'1C'W" d1d nol Jntrnpt to pinp•int .:. $rcciflr ick"'io~kal m cu .. 'lg(' tor th<" fih11 
hue "i.lnlctl.mm~o~mitt:tll)·. rh.u it'\ hero's ''p •. 1~100 rnr human riJ:hh :md dig· 
~tl)' 1~ :w msp1rauon I<' 1h1o; \ Cry day:· anti 'poke o( ir.s plot line ;t11 :• puwc:r· 
4u1 .1(n'lOHSt.rntic,.n of "man's c:rcru;tl dtsirc t(n freedom.''l!i Hur rhc hs:httOr 
.. fn:talum :1gu inst tyranny·· wn) pn ·ciU'Iy th e term inology Prt>~urcru Truumn 

h:HI u,cc.J to launch 1he C.utJ \V:u in I 1J47, ;uld It belonged ro 1 he rhetoric:- in 
" ' hoch the hislciTical blockbu<Ocr. .,( thl' l<l'iOs ha<l been steeped . l'ickinJ: up. 
1.hcrcfurt', o n lh(' film's narratiq~ im;1gc a.J a depiction (\f thc cctrrhll fi)tt\t for 

trc«<om, rn;my writers in chc IYlplllar prc:ss msc:ned SpartacuJ 3o; ,111 hi;.rhri · 
cal film th3c dtd niX fUrrher the cauw: <•f rhC" t\.rc=mlm so much :u hinder il: 

Ahh\luj:h it dah wi1h a rt~\blt hy slll\ti. .~~~tfiSI the" p;tJ,::an Rocnan F.tnJMrr, 
•he Jc,irc for rr<tdc)of:n fmm opprn\t(ln th.u flloJtJ\•:u~ Sp.:att-acu~ h:u iN mt-d· 

~:rn C"HUnlerpar! t(N.b.y in aru~ vf the wutltl that "'lW JQ!k uod~r ( 'rnnmuni<r 

t)' fil lmy • .J lh.l t l ~tand..: ~'" ;·, <h;Hf• rt'lnino•N tr.r otll lutmkincf th~r •her<' t"an hto• 
tiC) 1r ul~1 pe.lcf'ful .,kcp wlul~ • Wt1uld ·l>c;• cnnqueriu~ tqcions u.1 nd ~"ui)C:J 111 

.. upptt•'l:-..•211 

l u d w riJJ.ht·wing pr('~~. Sp.ut :.cu .. I'I("C:IIl'lc 1chgurcd as a Culci \Vo1r w:1rrjor 
fi,.:IHtnJr,: ·')::·l•n.M rhc :.utocr~cy. 3lhC"t\111, omd sC.alr cuntrq) 11f tlu· Sm au 

Untnn. Jntl his ~sprrar iun .. \\Cre" ·'''mulatcd ro the ~t.hcrna.tl\ c, ._IJ, inr"l\ 
hh:,-,c.·d \.tlucs of dcmocr.ui,· :\m('r"fl..t,~~' ... 
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Cleopatra: 
Spectacles of Seduction 

and Conquest 

Comp~ring lmog•s 

Und('r th(; headline -·clrop;~cr:a · nc\cr h..ul it w j.!<KJd ... ~ Journ;alt)l fmm a he 
Nrw York Tima recounrcd a \ a.sit he h:ad plid to rhc Cmccntl 'ludtos an 
Rmnc in Januaq· 1962. H~ had been Knt 10 in\·e.uiga1e rumor' that the 
TwcrHiClh ... U:.ntu.ry Fe.," :u u4.liu wn s continuing to <:ncouru cr dafficulucs in 
chc prvdun ion of U:i film CINJpatru . Instead. tbc wrllc r rl:aimtd Ill ha\'~ 

found an op\it'fllsm \\·hich su.-m•·~cd from ''tht: feehng th:u" tll1n uf import 
is t..'\king shaJ)t'":· On sea, che dirc:nvr. Jo)t'ph 1... Maokicwict., d .. ·s<.·ribccJ r:hc 
imporwncc and fC:.c:al po int or hi5 new him.,, residing not so mueh in its 
ir, p~si'c sets or m tu im1x~ing c:u.t list as ,, it.s char:lctcriJ.atio n of 
Clcop;ltr•. She is 10 be dcpo<t«l ·'' · ,. vivid and m >ny->tdcd pcr.onaltty. 
w hurn Mankic·wicz. cal!Ji 'a terribly c"n1ing woman who OC";tr)y made ir ... 

:and her political chmbing lind tnLnJtUC' ,., In~~ brought nul in chc "meo~l - of 
the tilm- the scene'\ of 1011111.1()' hcl\\tt'O Clrop:atr:t. Jul.us C.:.:u:car. a tu1 
~brk Antony. \>tthrch Manktcwtc7 \\,I.S then sbootmg.' 

Some fif ty yc::ars earlier, hhwc-ver, in NO\•cmbcr 19U, the UC\\ Sp..tpcr 
(;IOfiUik d'fuJftJJ (';ttrieci a Mj.!Uificuntl y d jt(c:rCOI :tccounl of the producrion 
ftf :. ~ilcnl fi lm ;.tbout C lt•f•p.:lfttl. m which h tt "many.o;idcd prr .. wlal ity" 
$C.1redy fip.urcd. Ac .. ·Hrd•ng en the: h nlian d irc:-<:I<Jr Enr1CO Cu.u.t vnl. h~~ 

d'l•J:.' ' t• • ma k.: :\furcamomq c C lt:tJfJo.llrcJ lx"'1:.lUS<" 

m• d tcluc: <VUid bnttr .::tUUC't ..~nd Hlh\'('" :m ;u ti .. l th~n th.;tt "'·hidl, 1hmus.:;h 
thr tlpmc.! of Mark .,\mom .u "'l C'kt•a)3tU .• h .. .J '0 much \\CI,(.!ht o\rr lhC' cl~

lnu~ Hf tht" ;:mncnt wc>t' M. h f'rD\Idt..J .lbc:n c .d lthl" •lPI•)rhlftll\ I•• IMr.hlt" 

bct(•r( the'. C)tti of the '!ofl'C't tamr chc m •,..,t J,~li l"ld..i"-c pbc:r., uf ;U\cicnl Rome 
,111(1 oiO(' Iot'Ol (".Jt~ f'l. \dmh C\("I )IJHI' h;u. itnprtnlCJ 1n their m tnth .It thtir 
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Khl"'' , fc-~o l. ,., hut h.J\ ••t:"' t" t scc-n. Rht w••uld ho~ \C ""!' ".If Qf H:o~lly ~"'J!:• 
""' l'\t·n d tht, tpc-nt the trc.t.suro n(f',-uc.,u .. Not 11 url"t-rt~lth~ f'""'''btllfJ 
, ,( •r,"tht r-"'''"): Undm~' o~ l'k l b.•ttk'f which fou,C' rctn~mc-t l .lnMMt~ the tn•ll\1 

mcmot.Jhk t;l t~ tintd. atwt whtch \\,II br WTn lt"JH't'ltluct\J on 1~ uncm:. 

,.,cr«n noc \\ tlhout nem:hlutg emotion. And. lln.ell¥, tht- lo,_a. u( M:u k 

Anton• 3t"HI <:1~1'"''u'" ~tdM, hrln~: nl •httn'<h"C"1 orw- ,,(the mutt l~uiun· 
.uc '-Ub'"" " ofht~•H'), k nt than~ho. nu~othCC"nth l•• l~ t «t'f'l•tmchttn rl 
the- hff kJ l l t hr ~mr,wow ("fliUR ol the PtolcmK-a.. ..,.,..,d, iC:Cno ~tt mltnUC<r 

fu ll •• rrol('tf'IJIK.l lm thr H •nagnth<:t":I\C('.l 

For GuJtloni, w hnt mant-TCd was n Ol ..,o much the: ~c:Uu<tiuns insriAl.tcd hy 
~I poJitic.:.Jiv tnt~liV,_Ih'tf :trw:l (l-'I) . .'IIOI't:tt(' C{U("('fl, bu l cJl{' Spt~C'tKIC: o( J-.-j.tfpt- its 
m~J.!ntficcncc .md tl\ cunttuc~l by Rome. In th._u rc' .\JlCCI , <:u.1//0UI r ho'< to 
pn:.unotc .11''1 11n:1gt: fur h1~ li lm wbi<h showed n J.l i C::Uct debt tv t he ;mc•cnt. 
Rum.m ~~~uru·, un \.lcupnu.1 th:m th~n prupo\C.•ct h) rhc later llollywood 
puhi iCHy, 

In J 1ffcrt'nt JXrtod~. culrurr1~ ~nd med ia. rc-prcKnt!ltion s nt che Ptolc · 
m:.ic queen Cltup .. nr.• VII ;a_nd her rcl:ni.un) to Rl•tnt h.l\C «a~les..sh· 
~h.t r«f '" suuctvrc and mco:~ning. Dcpicrion\ , 1 C k •J)lr.11 r:.\ c·nc·n u nlcf\ '"''1th 
luhu• C..o<Yr and \brk Antony. her ckpucurc ln•rn the b.udc ol ,>\niurn. 
h<-r \\H<ulc- uncl•hc .. ul:ncquC'nt triumph of Oct.J\ aan, h.:nc taken on many. 
dJ,·ccsc tornh h) \I flUe of. tQf C'Aam plc. sp«•O.. lh.hnulugu•< fnr the rcprC' 
.ematum uf llloe ~urcn and distinct cultural rondiHOf'h tur VIC"IHJ.! J!:cndcr, 
ra .. c. clnJ)irc • .Jnd tnu.1lt" IXlWn. Ac the rim~ olahc lx~ttlc uf 1\ ruum Itself. in 

Jl H.t •• Clcopltr:.. h:ui .• lrC3dy become ' " " (UillJX'III'l)! ""' ur un.ig~ 
<lc.•Mgn<·tl IU \,duLih" t"llhcr h<·r rule o r her O\'cnhrow. l 't, her ... J.:)Iltl,ln \ub
jcrh, 111 h•uuH iii( tuln. Ill"- ripunn~. coins. •~mph.• rellch, r'C'hJrluU~ cc:rcmo

ni"'ll. public ".1fK'C1Jdc. 1nd CH.u.,llttr writing~. C:l~ 'l""'·' \' Jt wn~ ,. lm•tn~e 
d.IUJthtc r uf h4. r (UllnHy :uld l h J>rC\IOUS kinsrs • .J prC>ICCh V(' and fertilr 
tmuhcr .. fi)!lHt>, .t Jtu.ddc"'''· :1 Mler.uor, nnd :1 lllC\'ttah. 11"~ P1f1lt maiC" C.(U« n 

c.•mc: lu ')rnbolt.tc rc)ist,;ancc to the aAAre'~•on ,tJ the.- Wt "'L Shr- f'mh• .. lic.l ~· 
\('n~rful ,\<1..1 wh1.• wou l.-t conque r Rome and, with thai ... ·irml'). un•f)• Enst 
aocJ \\'ne. She \\ ·'"' to o t:thll .. h .1 glonou~ "-C"lrlcl k inJ:tlom .Jntl an •t imc .J 

JZol<kn as:c ot fM"aCc. To Clcup;ur:.\ Rf'1ll'll<.ln cncm1c". hu"'r\'cr. '" rh~ pru~· 
Jt""Ja tlinc:•nln •• t ,., l hr t )cliil \ tan bdOrc the bank of Acttutn. m the ritw.l of 
t he :wl~'lucnl trnunph, 1n coorcmpot·:uy K.tlman llnlr''l~ • .Jncl m latc.·r hm.~ 
rtt1:t,;tphy. the l!.~pti.tn q uttn " ;u a barl)d rtC clch..uchcc:, :1 "hotfiC', o~nd a 
tlnmk.1rJ . 1hc- mastrc!l.;r. of c.~unucfh.. She: W .it\ 1hc f.J\tt' rn tncnw ol Rome Jntl 
t he cnl~"luncm uf :In chnmn.uc- ;\<.ia. She:' wa"' rqm:"'- t;lec.l ·"" hnvm~ 
~ucC"tl hnC: lt•Hn.tn in10 hC'r casttrn WOJ)~ only tn he t lt'<f\t'\.11)' mcr-comt 
l1y .an .. -lht'r. In RPuMn n!l rrJII\ cs. lkl.3\\ot.n bcc.une 1h' ,Jdtndn of Rome 

oiS£<110~1 lhr a.ssauJrs of Eg)·rt. He W-'1 tht" t'fi1 H-l 11C'f ttf u f .\si:J, :uu..l lh( 

fc~Oollcr nl ·• nc'"' ktn!!dom of f'lc.".lu .-u.l ut Rmtl.ln imp< r~ll rule • 
In the .. 11.1m" pror-ag:tn'l·• cJ mp.11jtl\ \UJ.!Cd h) ( ke.nun before thc- bJnlc 

.-t \ clnuu, llcop.un \.\'as con,trUC'Ic- 1 "'"' .m enUCIIlJ! but monstrous ch;.r:.c

ltr who h.1d lutnl Antony ay.-.y frum h1J r rofX"r kom;u' tluun and thus 
cntl:. n,.:C'rcd lhc wcllarc o l tJx w hol<" K•uu .. n ~.~rr. That rq ,rncnuuoo of 
t hf' .. ~)rh~n qu«n and her Rr.m31n lo ,c:r "-.I' th<n ~uu.:uncd and cbbnr.ucd 
in rhco brrt hosmncs of Pluurch •nd ( :.Usow Dio. l'lur.uch\ 41' of.~ntony iJ 
a cue nud)' ln 1hc moral disintrgr;.linn o( it! hcrn. whu'\C lu\c for Clropatn 
u dc-&Cr~bc.-d A$ hi-' ht~·s .. h.n:tJ :md cwwniu~ C\1il."4 ThC' ('lVI ' W~lr bc-rwocn 
Octr~ vian .and Anwny wa~ rcs.uucturrd ~.\ 2 p.11riouc cnmp11i~n 1u ptOI«I 
hllly from cngulfmrnt hy on eastern qucrn wlou h•d nlr<ad y scdu(cd . or;<n· 
t;tll1etl. a nd unmanned M:uk Antuny. Cl('()p.IUAixc.unr the embodimc111 t.1f 
d1c c..tu•niC"-'<ntia l acl \•crs.ary. In the lwin d1.sco ur6C" o f ancu:nt nct'm ~ nd 
q::xism. she w •• ll m;uk td as doubly 0 1hc t - boch F.j.typ, iJn ancJ \V()m:ln
~nd, tbcr<forc, doubly deserv;ng of dcfcJI by un ()cuvo>n who r<presenctd 
rhc rl:'lnr.uion ~>ftbc • uthoricy of Rome, th< We•• · •nd the MJic Principk. 
The n.trr<111\(! o(Ocu\'13n\ \·•nory ~cr thr I) uuln) ofCicopatr3, of ROIIK.) 

u iumph o'tt Egypc. b.caonc • founding m yth ol wc>ttrn cuhur<.1 h " lh:ot 
myth u( wotcrn victOr') over a fcm•na7~ t' ... ;ut wh1"h ~~~ ~~ the core of 
l;;nricn <:wuoni'• ,;k nr film MDn:unrQm<u Cf<Oraltu (1913). 

Sha kespeare and larly Cinema 

From :mtiquil-y. rnanifold rc-ptl""i("n1a iMNu uf C:leopau:a :anJ h e' \C·ductioru. 
h~h r pcrvad«< " est(rn cu lrurc m, for e~ .• mplc, pun ungs. pi~.:'ICuy. pl!ir)~ 
Uf"Crrl S, hiOJtUph1C"S1 and hs.;toricaJ nov('h, frnm l.tflt"\ttic< tel snufl bo'C)• 
trom the.ittltal tragcdiN lo nl U\It lulll .\k t'tcha. l rum lanq•...drcss ball1 t o 
c:1ba rtt aM\ • R111 1 he title o f Ennct 1 (iu.att"Ont'J fi lm, :tnd ir-. ;t .. wciation wilh 
th~· l{(,m.ln prudull~e)n house Cine:~. \U~,·~h :u ti r,l 111.11 I he.- prun:uy source 
ma1rrt.1l fo r A1arcanrotu() ~ Clmpalru "'"'' :\lt.l&..c".,pCJtc's unnnac.tl Ro man 
pity AmruJy o~r~J Ckopurru. In the c~rly ycu; ul tht' h im ind ustry prnnllllJ! 
the Ftr\C \Vurl4i \\'ar. m the bc~t nf con,tdt't.•ltlt" htNilil) to the new 
medium. boch F.urope:an 3nd \rnC"ri~H1 tilmmakC'r' u.~ndnrmC"d Sbalc.c
(l'c:.ur-\ pbH lfll•• nuwing picrurC'\ JS J m tJn\ ot c.kmun,tr.Um)t 1hc :)tgmti .. 

'·'"' tumributtOn him could nuke lu ruh urc The plan o! StuL.~"ipc:arc 
WCIC' IX'rtt1\C\.J as frn- §4."-lfk m.ttcriat .~t li\14k <t•hurll CJtc-ul:u.ion, l;:uniliar 
frvm nunu·ruu~ n'litiOtiS- qhocJI \CNIORS. thc.Jtnntl pn .. tuc-tlofh . .-.nd ('\C"'O 

cltltemt'rJ ' uch ~s ad,~ertiung. Hoth thrtlllflJ.: .mJ u•hur.1ll v rC'specabk. 

~h:.1:cspc-arc \\olJ pu"c:tfull) J ll f.J, h \C' ·' "' ~Jurcc m:tr('n:Jl fm hl rn prodlK· 
tlt~H. Ad,,pt.u•un .. H t hi~ phh1S coukt be tu.ukc.thl nul t~nl) ·" t·rurnaining. 
hut "" "'' ,~, uphftinJ! ~nd c-tfU<"'.aU{Inal. ~udt him .ubptalwn\ .. dn:IOO rhc 
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mo .. l (:unili:u l'hr.l'Cl, "u nl" .. , .mJ im;tgt.·$ from lnd1vidual l'b)·s. ron 
~trU\- I cd rhctr mi~ '-'" 'o("('nc- to ll('f'ord "irh rhc ~h.tkcspc.:arcan ico nogr:•phy 
C\lahl1~ohcxl by pia)' prtxluciH>n,, and crumpt•tcd their c.:apacit)' 10 !-Ubl>m-ure 
ftJr. Sh3kc,pcarc"'~ -'•aloguc the rcprc.!tt".m:umn on )Crc.-cn of o iT-st;tg(' 
.IC\IUn- the tran.)lurmnt1on oi H•rsc: mto .. pcctadc} Gc:•'lrgc M(-li~s nc;•dy 
r.tppcd 1h1s defence of cmcma in his l:ost "Shake>ptore" film nf 1907, 1.-< 
R;,., dr Slral(n~arr or 1..4 Mort lk }~<1"1 Cisur (mmrnnnly en tided in En~:lish, 
Shal(np<YJI< lllrith1g julius C.'ou~r)! There Shoke,pr~rc is himM:If lhc pr<>
ta~ona.st. unable to com1>letc hi~ ~riau for Jul•u< C;.csais murder until he is 
'"'Pi ,-c:o.J hy a drc..amlikc JppiltlllOn of the consp1rncy and assauination. 
P<»-utoncd ltke :u1 carl)· cinema ~opccu.cor who "'·ncha the v1sual n~con 
o;uucnon of Roman hiscur). 1~ Shaknpe.:arr ol ~1c-i•Cs 1s convenie-ntly 
lhSpirni CO the production of hij:h culture by tf~ m agK of ffiO\ ing I.IJlaS!C'S. 

In N t)\·cmbcr IYt)H •• 1 lt\unlh before rhc bunch of its cuntru,·crsiaJ Julttu 
Cut>MJr, the Amcrtc.1n Vit~agraph Comp.•ny re-leased A11t0ny QnJ Cl~parru. 
TI1e tilm wa<; \trunurcd. f»Ckagcd . .Jnd con.sumC"ll a' an adap1.ation of 
Sh:ok<"f'l'.arc'> r'·'l The ,lircciOr. Chari« Kcm. h~d for "'"'• lhiny years 
prC'VIOUSI) pluycd Sh.akc~pc..ucotn role~ on the American nagc. 1nc anton~ 
ac:curchng to the rc..ea rch uf the tilm lu.)tnn.m Kuben H;imllton Ball. coo· 
,i,tcd of ahnw ~I <IU.trh.·r of che piJy condensed on Krccn inro thir~c.-c:n 
5cencs. A fav...r.1blc rc\ icw (which Rall 4uote-s fron• Alot1on Pu*turr U.'orlJ of 
i NuH::1nh<'r 14XI~) re:;,d' rhc Vuas;:ro~ph film unc<(UI\ ocall) .u- an .auernpt: 10 

t.r:1n~lurm Shak«.''llt.arc: 1ntv ln0\' 11\~ imn~t): 

I( Sh:lk~~("'f'Mr (Ould VIII)' r~al it«." dl<' (.Ill:' tJ( the: works h~ le-ft bc.-hind. the 
n1odcrn u .. e 11( th•·1n wttul~t <'.•usc llu pruphetic ~ul hi w«p. lt.tst think 11f ttr 

Antony ancJ ClcQI""'·' ~ivc:n m iL .. e•H""'Y· wtth the ''ocoal p;uu and ndter 
dc1.ul'i ct( the rt•gular pr<1duc:uun c-ut out, in fc...,qJuw 1 \\'('nty mioutes! \Vh:u .-. 

"·''' d afTcrC"ncc l'lol'tw•·c:n th( t11dr r prci~:nt.&tiun ;anJ that repre.ot~ntt"d hy rhe 
IH(')(Icrnin.J li.mn uf .lltiU'IC:tn~nr. But w 1tl1 nil rhc cundcn.s;~tion, the- mngJHf1-

cc·nc•t· wn11 rc~>tinNt .and I hc.arJ llt:\'crol in the :~udrcnct' ~•y the- fllm had crc
.t h:J 111 tht'm IJiliiPI)I..'t irc for m••rc 6f the 1Jtll'-.' kmd. The Vit~•J!r:'JJh t.e)t·npany 
( tl h t.1kr. prtdc m the pruduct••m .u 

Like the Vit:t)!r,tph C ufllll:my. which <'Otltin\.IC:d its cycle.._,( Slt;tkespcoucu n 
,.,,,.. rcokrs with. r.>r cx.oml'l<. K1111! l..n11· (I 909) :ond Twdjih N1.~ht ( 191 0), 
I he f~on·m n pn~e'ln,·tivn hou11e: Cine-s h,td rcgul:• rly rdt';Jxxl Shakc.spcn n::m 
.tdnpt.ltiou, hdt•rc th<:' lau nch of the- fea ture-length ti)m .Harcrmtomo t '' 

Clrot);Wfl (I!JU). As ch c lll<hl p•·c:~llgu''" til111 c·orupany o f t he t im(' in h aly. 
Cint' .. t ~~·;•I C"tl Ponh~ ;1nd t~:wmont tOr dis1rihuuo11 of ih fi hn!o in chc Euto
pcln '"'"'marke t :~nd r .... thc:tr t''<port~IIIOn IV t he United St,tlc~. It c:x plt)itc:d 
ctu: inrr-rn.111onal tuhurnl \':.'lhlt', rht•rC'"fur c:. •·f' ;• whuh~ !ot ring of Shakt:!opcar· 
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c:an production .. such "' Rmm·o .wd f ulu·t (ltiUX), llumlr'l ( IIJO~}. Oliu-1/u 
( 1909). M11chrrh (I '10'1), . I H'lfl<<''' 1i1lr (I'l l 0\, ,1//i IVr/1 "1'/w /Jut/< IVr/1 
(1911), :uul A Comrdv o( Em.~,·~ (1(11 2).111 C.-n'c;"t.J" t>'u l>·· h)' I'J1 t r.iuc~ lmd 
cst:lblishC'd a whole p,n ,g, .• ,n f.f Sh.akc'J"lc-:11 <"·'" fl lm., 1 u wlli~h ,\-fun a11101110 (' 

f:/ropa1,YJ 1111~ht hnve heen ·' prcd1cted additio n. 
Accordmg to K,tll, >;4)1l'h •Clt h c puhiiC' It)' (HI' tl.c· An,eric,tn :uu lt lu:- nc·i1i~h 

l.lunrh uL,Iort .w toruo r Clropt1tm r:•C'k;,~cd 1he film :.a Sh:lkC5J:>cJrC':\n,11 yc.·t 
whtl"l. f()r lhe lt:lli3n hmnch. Enrico <Ju.tttUnl t'h:"-C'rthcd the lllCI II )i ur hi_) 
prrwlul'IU'Hl in tht< Git~rnlllt' d' l1o1/ia (quo lc•l .IIXJ~' C'"}. 1he dur-..:tu r dt'IUfiO· 
~lr.Ucd ;t g reater intcn::H i11 h.t~tlc, th:1n 1"\:l)Ston. :ln\.l tn tlnCiC'nt place'\ r;uhcr 
than tra.gtc plot. t\ccordlng w G u.al".7.f•l"tt (•n the lt;\lmn pre~' :11 .my t.11c). the
fidelity that ntt<lctlto be secured w .. ~ tv :uu:icnt .~trhitcCHirc auf! :1.-1 r:1thcr 
than English litcr:uurc-: 

E~cry pan of fhi-. rccon<orrunton h~' llC'Cn ''\Khnl wuh the Jrl,tt:J'c"' )(,upl<. 
un suo.. tn tOUloCUUh-~ m lihr.;ann. 11u~ rc\C.arch comple1cd •. a lc~ion u( .uta~t> 

an<lbbor('n from CUlt'> p.uK"ntl~ ~n m \\'Ork rcMn.)frtK'flnJ,t whole "l"t'1 UJIU 

M nn~ p;.hlfN. monumt'nl-'. cuun )aHh. h.all~. fumuatn\., lllotiCI'• fuuuturl:', 
"~pun,_ Jn..l dochtnJ;t. o;.o tlut t'"Hr)'lhlnj: wuuM be in kccptnl! y, nh the mo't 
abwlutc histc>ric.JI u--urh-..1: 

FunhermtK'c.. tht. film text iud( pro'e, to be 1~,\ grountled in chr Shake· 
$pc-;~~rc;en C.:l<.-op:•tr:\ th:an in her rcfijtun ng wnhut nlf\('1(' \"ttlh «."t'll11H). Ori· 
cmJhst di~(•Uf'<'!> nf cmpir<. 

Pu t>luhcd around lhe bcj(innin): of 1ht IC'enlrtnlh ccn1ury. ' h•ktspc•r<'s 
Jlntonya,Jd Clt'O('Otn:l ope-rat~ In" thr«lltnc- ur de''o(Cilt (rom P1ur~rd1'slJf~ 

nf .4nltm} (\ i;l Si r Thf•ma'\ Nnn h's EnJ:h' h rcnditivn uf th~ c . .uli~r F rench 
translation o l Plu1.orch hy Jacq ues Amy01). 1'ht pl•y opens wolh :o M"'"J>
tion of Antonr .1s .. Thr: Utpli!- p1llar oft he \\nrltl u nr"(urmc."tl / lrun a \I tum· 
pet·, fool." Octavl.1n's Rome, whi"h Anwny Jc'('rh. '' dcructcJ :u a soldie-rly. 
;a.sexu;ll,ln:a~culit) C: \\ Orld. <..:lctlp:Hr;e'~ £Jn•pt. wh\)\(' tmhrart' Anton) :•cccpti. 
1> J<•pJCte<l n~ •• tiatiordrtl)·. fl.,\•llonmc, :uHI fcnunmc worltl . Rut cr1tu • ., ho~\t: 
obscn·nl hvw Sh.lkc .. p~-.,,c·) r<prc-.cnMUun ol thc;,c c-on cr:.or.tmJ.,:: Onn1.1'11 " •~ 
lc~~ ccnwnouor. th:ln th.ll Hf Plu l,lh'h. i\hh()ugh the ma.•ll dnve vf the piny 
ma)' be 10Wn rd~ a demcm,tr.HIIIII Hf' I he r.,nr .. ( IM"ion. 1\('\>Crtlu:lc-~). in the 
t UUI -,c u( 1h.11 t-le m•lfl,t f.ltlllll, ( lt.l:l\'1.1 I' t.ll lurJc,or,, ( )"1,\\' I,IU ru1hlc\\0 t\tUOO)i 

grc-at-h"·.Hh:~l .. 1u.l ClcnpJtr.l hmh c.1pmnun,.: .,nd m.q•·:-.ti,·. I.·•' C" i:-. t!•I H:d 
With mntTic nt.; v f .;"•hlulllly ..... ( "lct~J~ltr.l ll''-:'11': 

1-': le•ntt~ w:b 111 \•ur liw• .u)d qcot. 

Bl1'-~ tn ~ur bn •w•: ha.·nt: uum.• ~·nr' p.oth .. -. p•••t 
tt.u w .... ,, r.K(' ' .f h r.lHII . II. H' ' 
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N'W •tn1v d4XS the- n..arr..t t i~c .-f tt\t' film \tflrcJfllfJmn ~ CfroJVtrJ br.u 11nlr 
, .. r-tt"J"''mdcncc to thr lr~g•r plm oi Sh.Jkt·'l~.lrt' s pi<~). but If·'''*~ ••Hc:mpu 
tv du.1.- rlown rhc• k t"d ,,r nml·uvalcnc:t•' th.u the.· dr.un.t m.wilr'l' 
<J un11uni 's Clct•jM trn i~ \hu.tlt tcd ;:u thr lN:~H\nln~ o l the- film ou J \IIH~trr 
cnch:uur~ss (lit lrwn hrlu'' b) tht' A.tmC"·., u( .e c.IUI<lron. 'he ~ks nut n lu\C 
JX.Ctun frum ~·• old v.uch ~ruuntl ''Thorn a ~n.tLc ,Juhrn.) .• \t the rlo.M:" uf the 
him. lt kt' the nu•t tccnlh.o("cnlury ktllcr Clt·opura~ n( Ptc:lro ( :.C..c.•:.. 
Vtctoncn Sardoo. ur Rttlt-r H•)!~.trd. s.fx h.l\ IJcU.,llt. .a mur<krou< \nfu. tn' 

(rtturnmg ro the \\lh,h U> obt.un poason.s • ·hKh she prnc:n:"tl' to t«t t!Ut 00 
her 'IJ,~) H The Ruman ()(t:~vt:.. the' ff•uth.;tnnt" of wafch \trtuc, b uH.IIJZ 

n;mlly rchuf(<;11 hy the rnistrt~( C lc:op.nr.• 111 ., cltrec• evnfronUt1itut nn 
E~) pun n !!Oll}i The: r•,m:mlll' plot is shihC'd ~•way fr•Jm rhe hJ,:urc uf 
Clcr'f'-'lr;• untr. vn<" n ( her lniMIIbellt sla' c girl\, who rncua Anron} frffln ~ 
n•m·ptr.lti.)' of E.J!H'fun courtJCn onl)· w l'f' whtf'Jlt"d ~-nd thrown tit the 
cruc.tttltks by :a. );1\ 0JJ;:cly je:.110U( queen~ f'tnJIIy. the narr.mn· cJo,urr ,,( 

o\lurulniOIIitJ ~ Clro(VtN exceeds the lunth ut ShaL.~p-:~rc\ pb' \Vhtlt' 
.~nU>IfV uJN! C/ropu1r~ wncludc• ,.jth ('_,....,, tll<ta•=l P"t'"g rh<- ·I~•J 
lu\Cf\ dl\41 gt\"10$! .Utfcf\ for ht~ .Jrmy 10 ;attcntfthrn (uOC'fill tn .o\Jcx;anc_ln;a, 

the hltn continue' on to llumc whrrc the h.di.~r1 ;md•c:nct·" f,f 191 ~ ~ uuld 
Wllllll\ the Rom.•u l•·.tdttr poradulg on hcu,.rh.u k in u iu'"ph. nc:cr-uup.lnit·•l 
hy l.t"lC' .tnd st.tnd.artl hc-~~rcn.. uuph1cs ol ;lucid' .tnll spcM~. :lnc.l a procc) 

'""' "' rhc •.nqu"h<d Th• hn>l shoe i< • .r ll<ra•·ian h•gh up h<rl<".il h a 
~Uilk: etf wan~ \ktur). iUndu~ and AluhnJ: 1hr c-hccnns: crowd.\. ()n tim. 
c .. n..tu,Jmg irno~:c 1\ i~nt•"'"'l rlw Laun wvrtl• ··i\VF. ROMA IMMOJt . 
TALl!>" (H>il. Rome oh.-l!rcrrul Ciry)." 

The Italian Imperial Project 

Gu:11.1,1 Hli'~ A-lorcrulfonm e Clt"Uf'ilfi:J t'\'idl·nlly 'hifu mv;ay fmm the \lrii i C)(Y 

•>f Shake~pc:~.arc:tn .tll.tpto~tion .tncl attCtlljll~ 111 c_uuwi n Clwp:11r.1 withtn u 
n..lrr'.HIV< of Konun (tHl\IUl\1, nk' film's hnhlllh)!f.lpht(' nlfw:IC' IS con nt~ccd 
to :a wukr st1 ol ch;cour\C~ "hkh ha,J ukcn fJoO .1 1-!~;it mtmsn-y in h.1ly m 
rh(' J!Cttod lc;edm)C u1• ru the First \\'orl~l \V;H natntl\• dascour\C."\ uf 
crnput. F totn the tttnr of umf;tJtton. hal) h.uJ bcc:n (unst;ucrt'CI _., lcJ:ili· 
m.uc hl"tr to anoent Kom<:. Hn,~t~mrj W;'h ""'lied upon hnth en 'Up·ph tltt· 
I'M!'\\ \t~•tc wuh .1 n.uum.al h.lt·nuty .1nd tc. affirm thf" unportanrC' of th,H 'lti11t' 

iu F.ur. ,llC.1- In Scptcml\(·r llJ II , lt:tl)' J <:clarctl w ,11' on Turkq ::md tnvudrd 
I he Och 'llll.lfl prm ln<.t' ol l'ttp••l i•ania "nt l ( '" rc: n..~.i .... , (lhat i,, motlc:rn 
l.thy::a), A ~rc:;a_r btrr. \\ h .. n Turk~· surr~nc lrrC"4 1 Litw ••• lt.:ah at l.ut c.t .. ald 
h:u ... t l" ..,~ston ot • ~•Mony in no..--eh .\In ot Uc(or~ duun~t: .1nd .ahu 1~ 
3nnc\.ah.un of Ltl'l\~. k•.mc .mJ ih .ln('wnt t'fllpu.- v. crc .tppropn.unl h~ 
ll.•h.ut tmpc wd ist'l .t'lll \ .llid.uu•n ot lt."'ly '~ tcrrtturi.d C' \fl.llhton tnro \ trh .. l. 

Thu .. G 10, 01nnt Pa"'-','· "hen .achArKm~ U•\\.,rtl .\to Zar.a tn Lalt\..t on ::t, 
No, ember 1111 1, n." .... , .. lac.• h.a'c: procbamcd: 

0 Tripof1• (l 1-kmmk~. n Lqxi~ M.,~n.l •.• ~·"* Kt .ai:.Un~~hc-r v• man' c.<n 
turK". llor11. (n.ltunru .anti Roman ltgicon'' l.c,,k ,h.,H· )OU: f\('1\ th.- ('.lglf', 

:uc th~rc1 1 ~ 

n-.c d&~r)C of hl,tonal continuiry ))CC\\M n thr Rum.;an l'nnquctt_t in 
\fnca•ncl rh<- VICIOt) v( oh<- IDO<krn lulian ~~•c circulated -..ode!). and 1M 
lt;ahan filln mdustr). "uh its aJrcad)· th rivmt: r«onsuucttOO\ ..,( Rorn.1n 
history, played a &ignihcn nt role m furthu d t'lwotniruulng Lhis cunccpcion ul 
:.l modern h.:.lmn cmptrr .arising out of the r~liKO\C-red ua.cc• of :a.n<-\tnt 
Rome.'• :arul the cincrn.,lic narntivn uf GteorxauJ·, defeat btc~une :a unit(\lC• 

)y <tppropri•rt •chide for both rht lcgnomolloOI and 1hc cdclu,11i"n ,,r h oly 
;u o nce: agam rnt~:trc~a' of the Meditcrr.mcan. 

Alr<ady m an11q01ty. the narnllon of Anrt>n) ·, •upposcd <llh!cct"'" tv 
Ckop:ur. had b<c:n tdrolog1<all) vrucrurcd ou lead ro rhc tU\1 rr•wnrl• ,,( 
Romt o• or ~'I!Yl"· llut o h<- cuxtn>IK rq>rctcnuunn of rb..r rnumph could 
.th.n d mw un tht' much ;nnrc rcccnt rcfi~uring oi Clcopatn\ ''nd her ~ing· 
clum within a nim~tt:t·nth-cc.otury "colont.lh\1 tltMitinary.-·• i\t the wc-,tcna 
n.uioru looked tu orCUJ') 1hc: fragmenting OutHnJn empire., th<"rc W35 .- 5tg· 

nthcant ~ri<:i, uf adtu.Mmcnb tv the Clcop21r~ narr;uwc 2nd :.n Ad..cnptton Ut 

it of f~h c-urrency. Jn her survey of \\htern u.uluion~ fur •cprcK"n1ing the 
Ptokm•JC 'l"""o. l.ocy I lugho-ll•llcu ddm•·••~• the numcroo> "'"Y' in 
.. hich Ckupnr.a ,.,, rd1gurcd in 1M ntnctttnth-«nrut) 1-:uropnn lllUjtl· 
n.ltion ;u an Oncnt tn\-lllng pennr.auun -• ,\ brnou fllC'tlJ11Mlfl '-lrucl... an 
1826 "' comrncmnr • .nr thC' completed puhlir:uiun of Baron l.X:fhm'i mAuc-n· 
li:11 D<.·Jtl'tptitPI fir 1'/'*y/JU display) uu the olwC"r"'C rhc Napolt·onk i tn.t~att~n uf 
f.j.!ypt wh1ch had r.•ken place m )711'). Th< Nup<•lcunic camp.•ij:ll co"'titurcd 
2. definin)t rnot'lknt tn ti\C' dc,·dolllnctu ot the t.lt,rour;,c of ( )nc:ntalasm--th"· 
WC"'>-tc:-rn mnha.nism (.u Edw;ud SJtd ch:uaC'tc-nz.cs It) for tlnmtn.ttl ng. 

rntruct\ltlnjt. :'.Inti havtnJ! autiHlrity ct\Ct 1hc- F .. 1~t.!! On 1he mcJ~IIton. 
Fr.ll'Kc " 'tC'("I't w 1.al-.t J1fK~ u( an 0uocn.en l>fovin<c in th<' 1,1'\Jt\t" uf J 

Roman ~cncr.d urnc1ltn~ ::t ~ ... bc"c3Rcd Fg)pcun queen._ '\he 1k"' rttltntrt)t 
p;assi,·d) on a crocV~.hlt". hd dre a ,-luurrcrl ...c~nc nf ~l) r:uni,h,. r;tlm trcct • .;and 
H:ll'lp le rc·hef.,, Jl:l'l in~ up at the (UII~tuc:nnA «om.u1-.1 C'c••p.ur.t i ln dt, pl:t)' 
he fOre )u1iu"J C .• c ... tr, ~l.1rk Antony, •lr, mo~1 liUttul•ly. ()<uwi,,n.J' lillu .. , r:11i• •n 
... 11 Apprvpn.:ut:"CI tn( Hrk ntalism. \1~'1"'"._' .uuhonz~ d1( :trt t<"ubtiun ot' 
1fK OnC"nl ~u \\'unun, .a~ <ot:p.u.a1c trom .anti 'uhscn~icnt ru thC" ()co, ult nl. 
r ("minil...("tl. thC" ( )fK'Ol (,111 tJk(' 00, UntJc.·r a ):<lltiC"tCll \~~(('Ill J:.11C, •• ft tnl• 

nan< .~.llurc .1nc.l pc.·u~"tr.ththl)'· Tht" ~~~t,.nt.;~li .._• pmttct as prm ttlcJ wuh .ua 



:II ~('Htnt and ~UC'(C(o'S(ul prC(Cdc.nt, muJ gCO$:r,1phtcaJ (t)nq uc:;t of .t l:utt ft -. Ollf

llfali'tetf a~ ~:xual pcJ\~!o .. IOO o f a wonMn'.sl'lody . .<: l 

l ;Hc ninc h.'Cnlh .. ccmury uricnta li:nn ,L:encr:ued "a systematic: :l l'Cllll'lul.t~ 
riou of hu mun hcing~ and terri Iurie""' tWt ju)l thruugh tht:ir d(JI·nirMW\n by 
western .umic:) .1n(J .h.lmini.strarion.s. hue .alw throu)!h their \'isu;ll rcJ'lr~l u~
~ ion wuhin \\(.~-.tern cuhurcJS From P,.\HUIIlJ:S .1nd drJ.wlng$ 10 MJ:J.!lC"
I:m•nn 3ohO\H, clunamas. and panur;arn;~.,., from phOHlJ!f-aphy nu uno the
An\ mnlium uf ,incm.a •l3ielf. there \\ ,4' ~n cxplv<~lon nf nnagc) of 1h~ 
Oricm. TI1e 'J)C(I.tclc of Egypt . panicul..rly in ~r;mcc :md ( ;r,:.at Brir .. ti"· 
1-c-caJllc an c'<lCil .. tt•n of lhc cc-.lnniali<~l pro)~'C'I nf tno.,ppi,.•g an.J phHiograph
ing .ancl d :'s"tfytnA llw C•Juntry in t~n,k·r lu c:ltm n nwrle rsh;p of lt. Thu~. in 
the UHO:,, Brti.IIO o rl(nccl ltp nn overland ll:1dt:" route lO lnflio whu.'h ao.,~cd 
f.g-yptt.ln soil. Shutt!) :~ frer. Briri"h alulicncc .. wt·re lrc.··aced to chc: ' JI!Ct t;,dc 
fJf a p;mor~nlllt trip up dtc.· rt'-cr Nilt' pru\tt.lcd lor them m the:: comtt.u o( 

the EJ!HUi.tn H .11f in London. t\Je).;ln.Jru. C" .. ufo, .mel SUc:7 . .-.11 o~ppt.•rc-d :t) 
i Hu\ m.g Ull.lJ:.t:,,;s. The mcchanisn1\ hi mnert'cmh-ccnrury ( )r•cn1.,h~m 
1ransfurm<..-d Clrop.tii.J inh.' a ~pcct.ulc 1<1 I'H: dc:.1•ircd otrH.I po~'C't.M;~I hy 
warchms: Emu1x. In f c..tn~ Lion (]Criunc\ r.lrt~porm bt'for<' Cur,.u· ( IXf,()}, :l 

rruurhin~ .1ttcnd.1111 Ul'l\\ rap.;,, bart'-hrc.t•Hc.•tl Clcop.u ra f ro m ln:r ra rpt'l fnr 
displ<-1)' hdl•rc the.• di"nmng <.·yes ol lwt h f::t t."HH .ln(J 1hc p.ltnti.n~· ... \ it;\\ t' l. 

I ill ustrar i. m 4.2 J In 1.,1\vrcucc A l01;1· 'J'.n_lcm,,\ , ltuony and CI('OfVlru \ lt"X H. 
tftr- qut·t,·n .tpji('.H' 111 rhc Jorcgruund l. li~J,!Uid ly d \\ ,aumg f>JS.SC:.,~~oi,m ~~~ .1n 
.• ppro.•c.-htng 1\ ntn••\ . l~t bvth )l.Jtmin,t.:'. ,.,. on th~..- c;arlu·.r mnbllum, tltt.: 

'1sua.l aCCU1Hul:111on of C"\Olil ' luctcr .uetund clu· hnd~ 9 1 ( IC"f•ll;;IU .1-d\C 
d . .uk-n>mpln.:IHtlC'tl :~trrndan1s. 1!-.. Jt"t,J'.trJ ')Lm~ dOJ )Ilk-,. tht• :u'lun.•l-

• • • · • · ot" ('J--.1.,., lv."~-~ f'.N'-lr (I2MJ1).(( ·,M.UC~") nf the M .• l.n)o().l 4 .2 GirClffl< s p;untm• .. ..,- ~ 

l ';lolknv.o.( 
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ht'adttl ido l,, fhc Ph:u~onic ou-chil«turf' 1nd hicn;~l)f,Jl.s---.AI\0 opcr.Uc-'i ..a.s 
a \\Ntrn d;nm tn '"' O('t'h'p tthrou,:th \ 1\tul rrproduction) uf ;a m)Stcnow 
0 nd a OCICnt Egypt :7 

. The ntw mcdaum of hltn c mergcod durmg 1hr: height of F.urnp~·s unpc-r· 
1 .. 1) p rOteCI fxtwt<rn the l;atc ninctccnt h-<:·tfUury anti thr beginning nr the 

r.,_,, \~orld "'!ur.)f Th<· coloniz.in~ puwcr of C'IOC:nl,l, ""d I h e: CICOJ~lr., nn r
t'olliVt m parhrubr, tk~ots no1 ap~r to lu1vc C'sc:aped rhc Cincfl prodltCltQo 
houx or the thrtetor F.nrico Cu•t.zom. Ctll<l w:l\ conuol.lcd hy lit< 1\.anco 
d o. Ronu ... -hich hdtl a numha of im<<lmc:n" in ~orth Afnca Dunng the: 
l.ibyon <>mp.tj1n n( 191 1-1 912. the: holun production hou>c rde•....d cloru
mcntorics o n l:.gypt alon11 with foougc of the Libyan war !On<. The follow· 
'"S: year. its h1,t1•ncal film ;._\hr~umumo t> Clro(ttltru upcned with actual shou 
ur Pharaonic monuuu:uts borrowed (rrm• C into., doc:umcnhlncs ,uch as 
i>t~~ggi rJ(terom ;and R~gno tlri Fan~oni, T he: camera pan~ Ar<Jund the
avenue o f ram· h ("rulcd bons (o r crio,phmrt'J) a t K:unak, and r001m• uvcr a 

!en<"> of tempk ruins. >tacun. and • pyr..rnid, bcfo~ iniriollng the hostorical 
nur>liv~ propn "'"h the di5enl»rkotion of Anton)• Roman !rOOf>' on 
1:11}pti;m shore>.'" 1"hco film literal!) annot es<:op< • colon'"l"' tntert<XL 
The documcm>ry r,.~ugc helps to uuohenl>C>r< tb~ cnsutng h l!toroc•l 
rcconstruc-uon bul. po•ilional wuhm a nnrrati' c of Roman conqua1, the 
fooc.ag~ i'l itself authcminuxl ns a du.J)I.•y of lt~•lmo tcrrit<'lriol ()('"session . 
n,t- h i.)ton a l him, :md tM n.arrauvc 1ma;.c of,, promulg.ucd in the: ltali;tn 

prC$S by G"""""'· olso d i..:lo.o what ha6 been called coloni;olist eincm•• 
-.,,.w inf•tWiltln wtth El1}pt"s m:ncro•l abundoncc.·• The doru1or 

Jl.lrado. • .nd dr;nn .111cnuoo ro the par.u_k u( ... the most dinincti\ c pl.•ccs of 
anco~nt Rorne •nd .anroent I:.!!YP'·- The 1>o11n>t• k inJ( bbor on•·ol•cd on reaon
\lructing .. the' 'umpcuou.1 enure of 1hC' Ptulem1c1"' 1s cmpha,izct.l both 1n the 
prt"\' und in thr li lm'• rmK*·<'n .. scCne. \\ htch i ... tlunercd wtth rcpnxlue1ion.s 
vf E,~:)'phan arC'hitcclurc· ;md anC"f:-tct~ .... ( hn rcprtxlucl •fm of tht" I~).'Jpli:m 
p;ut suppre:s~·, thf. (Oinrual condi1K)fh or Ill(' Labyan pre\.Ctll •• m.r the narr.a
'"'" ufOcuv•an"s '\KttJff tn fgyp1m\itc~ the h ah:an s:pc:c-utor vf 19 11 on a 
\ ·~n to .o~n Or-~m lh.u h..u lon~t flnce bttn "M 

ln i\farnmlfHIN ~ Clt"'purra. the: n.ltrJli\C of Ckop;:nr.l·, K'tlll(fiOn of 
AnttHI) is crnhtddcJ wuhrn a ~pr<txlc of rw•l • • u.:~lly rciOrunt la"ti\Capes .. 
monumcnL~. iintl uoop n\0\em crtl ,, Parade~ uf Rum.m trOO(K ..IPIX.Ir vn 
numt·rous ocC.I'iiOil'i und for lonJt ...C'l ue nn .'' t1f the him. The , )oil and r.uc 
''II h wh1r h Cnncu ( i u.ttt,uni ::Httndcd to tlu• .. tC'n~+~r~ph}~ (•' w.u ,-:,rc- tht 
luc.ttion 'huol •ng. an.hci;a) h~IHing, c.unu .. nh•\elllcnt, .u\d crowd , un
trol- wcrc hil!hlv pr.ti.....,.. t i_n r~uc'H nf the" 111m. both in h.•h 3A4.I .1brood. 
In Tltr ~lonng I'~«IUIC Htnld vi )tl )outU31\ IQJ.a. l~.r n.:unplr. f.antC"" 
Md,JuJJc wmH:: 

Cl 5 a: Spece.det ol Sa I ttion ond Conqu.,t 13 

Su)-,..fh ~ ar<> l~ f..ll of ,t\lcunoltu ~four ( lrfU"fU'• Ill\ lr iumpluJ C'Rl tf 

...,ftn• ;uJ~ 111 Rvnw-. the lano.hnj! ulltM" R ... nun 1r00~ IR 1-~-p. h.. m••,nh~hl, 
rh<- k-nJt 111""1 ..,.lcnl 1n .. rch 10 .\k--..lndm •. \\'Nt tcrtthc. '\('I""'" .arc -"ho"n 

1m th~ lc.•h) rlt~hl ,.,j ~IC!J» k:to~.ltn,: up 111 1hc "')~ pAI.Kc cntunn. and on lhll" 
~ik wi1luu 11"-" Ol)' Th~ c.truas;:c h.u ;all the Jhuw uf blf)IKI .tml de.•• I•. Tht

r.11~, s.upcru,11 ' 'c ' ;a ri~ml thc:r~o• <~rl• \-t4J(I ,,. lht tn in 1lu: 'o((nC ~huwinJ: Lhe 

f;tll ot ,\lrX.IIl\ln:.- are rr;alh ... n HU\f'll( tU. rvru:. Sddom . ir C\.C:1 , do th<'y t~tril 
, .. ,Ln the tl)thc 1hu•.!l• 1n the nght woty • .lt 1t\c ngh• umc"; :~nd 1f1i'l, '' mu.Sl be 
rcmcmlxu·d. j, lar-,:C'I"y due: lV Qhk d lf'C"('Uhn ••• • 11\0'IC bau11ful m()Oftlt~bt 
df('('ts. r .. kro '" th<' c~ ai the '\un, in rht o~ftcmoun uf :a doudt ~y. "1•h m. 

vcilnl len'- uc w coo,·incinjt ;and ;arli\lk th_ar one mu:s1 cry '"hU,\0~·. I refer 

to the j(C:n~S 'thfiWll\g rfw IJH~cling ut the Roman u--OOf» tn •-j:)"pf and to the 
!'Ohm' m)t H( 1hr hc!gtnnmg nf thc:ir ' ' '·'' rl1 co AlcJ:;;ilti.Jria. OnC' of tht-t.t vrncs ls 
ti nc:ly l iiH«I. ;;t,nJ J,tiV\-'li the: dln.t vf an C'Mtlmuu• '3nd j.ttj.t!HUIC lan41 and~.~ 

\lew in '' J tcr cnlo" )I 

1Dc c-e:ntr)l ~m~nu of ,\lllft"'iintoriiO,. Clt:Oftill"'· llOwc,c--r, uffct 10. :md1· 
<'OC:C:S n )(' ..... un '" ho" to rt:".otd '""h t.c-.~uufull) cuftn.l uoop nlO\onrou 

monally. , 
lnc monl di.siniC~Aracion or J\ntouy. :mel hii •Hif"ntal cntrapmcrH , I) 

m:~rkcd externally hy t-\mlew Ntt,clli'' cc,...ttunC' changci i1'1 the cou NC o l tht
film, f rull'l Ct~lllm.l nd.ng Rv1n.m ..old.cr m nuht.try umlunn. w rom:muc 
Roman c1v11ian in ~ tog<~.. tu ~ubst'f\' lt:lll .. E.Jzypuan .. cn Ptur .. f)nic hc.:tddrc:ss 
and robe-. Cruso,.,.t'Utt •n~ M211h tU\t.IJ"'-'~' Antony's laiC' o l lcnurc and sub .. 
w-r, 1cnc(: uc eM ~'"~<· feminine Ptolcm .. uc court wuh Oct.c\ 1m1'.s life u( 

t~uthori•-) Jl the JUSt. nu)CUhne !-ic•n.Hc l lc-ti'W:' ~11 ~nmr .u-.c.J Otu"i.an's. .l•fc uf 
ucuvlt)' rHtnm.mJmj.L the Rnm.m truurs nn rhcn w.ty w \\ .cr .lnd .. \' ICt~ry. 
The: lllC'~'I.1J;C th.u Roman Cl\'111Utlun 1\ t~bout to tnumpll r•\ e r I·.J!n•ttan 
ba.rba.nt )' u d c..rly 'agna.led by lh•• .11Mthrum,t ic 1)rc~nc~ on st'I'CC-n ut a 

quota.ttun frum Virg•1\ Artl'id. loC'"C" I1 c:nl!r;l\cJ ~;around ~hr Srn~ct wJ I~ h1~~1 
ab<."'" 1h<' hr.tds of the scn.;~.tor) ;t\ they \'Qtt' lor " ..-r 111 A (ua. In \: ug•l ' 
fo1mou~ ddtn.hon of komt''s imrwnal nu\\Hm. Acnc:.n i) lull.l 

hut )'HUI' w11l be tht r\ttenhil' u! n:atinn•. 

rcmcmhc:r. Rum..lt\. thtv w•ll tlt' ''"" ""~ 
u-, lr.lch 1h C' Wll)'" uf llriiU' t• • •'•• ,,.., Y' •u t."U~"(' · 
II) !!Jl.1f(' ti<IC' uccl pcuplc". tAOl( the- rmud 
[.U.nJ to \\1 <.!" 

The R'"'l..ln cnn4.:tpuon o( ih Cl\"lltJ111»l nm ... lOfl "·" u ... ccl ..... ~ u)('I.S.I.Jitl co'cr 
\n J.fl the· fw,ICI~ of JtaJa.JII C')Uh'\I'UUI'\111, CY(O 31 the Vfllt t.IJlt:\C'I ,,( Jc:tly·s, 



l'loojoodloof ........ 

uhim::u mn M Turkey iu Sc-pcr·nhc:r 191 1, "hen h .tl)' w ,a, JWnrni C"<f :•s 
prO\idtn~ Tr'l" 'li rant.- ~nd Cyrcna u".t wuh the rit•dtri wltith 'l'urkcy h:ul 
•h:mc:cl them!' S•~:n•fic.mlly. m the &n.uc f luu\4.' 'K'-quc-ncc uf ,\lurt lllilott#O c 

Clt"'ptttm. nnlyt-,arr nf tM b\tlin<" of the \lrJ:ilt.:m tni\SIOO ;appc", l:t. lbk in 

,Jw, him tram~ Cf SUBI~.( l iS ET DEBF.LLAt. 11K '"'"""""" ··,., , ,,.rc
'-" flli"UI);, 

The d u\Uft nf ~\1arctmtQIII(),. Clt'Of"llm, in order to kt't'r rhc mor.:~l hi~h 
g r.,und for .JO(K'fU Rumc {2nd thus., hy cxtcnw~n. for m<Mirtn h~lv) \\ Otks 
I l l \htnJni.sb :a.ny Jl.llhos m maJC:STY which ffiiJth t :lCC"rUC tn l t'tC' )·U;\ itlt• of 
ClroJlafrn and 1he dde~t nf Egyp1. In rhC" fin:t l momcnb h{ Sh:ake11pcarc·s 
pl..). Ch;armi:in fa rncJtuJ)' cnm mcnts tlut her mi:urcs.s' suic1dc ".1 .... \Veil 
tl.u1c:. 2nd fntJn): for 01 JM"tlh'C'._<. .. and Ucsa r, when M c.-t<hc:s ~ight n( h.rr 
bcxJy. lii~IYl\ t.lf t.lrt'l',..lr:l 

Hr:I\,.MI lt the- Lhl, 

·hr lndkJ .at our rt~r I"'""" .1n.d. btul): ~~;~~1. 
Touk he-r own wny.l \'11 

As i( in <ldi..mcc of the Sh:a.kc:'IIIC".Irnn tradiuon, the •n•nudc in M un
ttntortio ~ Cln'('illrtl w h1c-h tollows on On.Jv1:10 's disco, r ry nf \.INiJlalt'<l·s 
hudy ded:1res .. truly .:m lnJ.!Innous cnd1nJ,; for 1hr l3st vf the l~nlcml(''\, tht' 
S<"tcin,~.t uf Eg)pr\ )tar u lutcs the <13" no( Ronun rulr: ... " The ttnal \l)l+t of 
.\larftlnlO'IIQ ~ C/roptlrm. sn ,.,.hich Oct:a,·i.an's trtumph:u" I)Jr• rhruugh 
Rumc: thssnl't' .ntn a ~•luuuion to 1hc "'immon:.l• Clry, rw-o\•tcks:. funhe1 
kt y " ' lh< l">htir .ol r<son•nco of' this film for the lo :olv of th< 1910s. h .oho 
~UAAtiU why lt .• ll.&n 2U(hcnc-cs in I'H l MIJ!thl h:.\'C \ ~·M th< troop mo,·c .. 
llVnh u( lhc h im Wllh :1 "t rC'rnblang <MOhon • 1h.11 "';as OCJ( gcna;atcxii"-Hdy 
b)· the o1C:'\1ht"tit- pr-rfectinn nf th(" milit3ry rcCOJ\\UUChOIIS. lr Rome IJ C1cr· 

n;d, then {in the h•~•orical him's term .. ) whar f"ntturcJ fur c\<"r U.:. glortmu 
milit:ar) ,;cuny tncr tJ,c Oncm. The cmcm .. lic Lmguag<' o t IU,!JfiatiHn for 
Oct.l\i.;an'~ 1.unclunt of FJ;:\('~. 1hc II('(C\fttty <Jf s.J<ving k nrnt from oricnul 
C.'n\.t\CUI.aoou and tit }'liA\IIf. C;l n c:.a,dy tr.m,J.ut.• tntO :t jU.\IIhc.llu Hl t(tr r•nd 
q ·lt'hr.ltton uf' the: mntc rrtcnt conqut'tt o( l.th) •' · lto~h ·s <utrcn t imJk"'rul 
J''"fC<1 hrrr .•• , d-<whcre, n 'U't • .unnl ~an apJ'ICoil h • Rum:tn or9~tn\ J 1KI 
hi"-•OIIC,il cnntmUUF motlc rn ltJI) 11 tloting noth1ng Jc,s th.t n r.U I)111J nn 
Rrunt<'li fl\ 1Ji''"~ miss;.,.,. 

The OrientCJI S.ducllon1 of CinemCJ 

~~~ltollfllmtn r (.'/t"t)f\Jfnl "':''a huge C"Vf11M('rt t,l1 <CUCC"t""· bc,h ;n h,ll) ,1 11d 
.thrwd. fHtrll tbt" ,~nd ot I'Jlj :mel d winJ.! rh<· c·our>~c tJ( J91.of. it was dl\trth 
utcd thruu~h•HJt Furopt·. 1hc UnitcJ Su.th. I ... Httl . \m<rtl.J. Ru~., .... \ .. u. 

Cla•;•t•: Speduca..ols ~ :"-.....tc~ 15 

A rna •• md Austrah<l,. ohcn ~(C'(Untl.'lnic<l h) )ttand prunK"~ hu~r quO"nlt• 
rM-'\ of rn1hltr11 y. and cnthU!iJ.I II,IlC ,u·rola~s. '~ \>\lhilr fC\ I(WC'f"- .~r thC UmC uf 

1tte film's t fkoaK: •h\clr largd) u H the hnc cmctlUt~roaph)- Jnll (.&tt'"ful ~·-c;
cuucaJ f ('('VHl\UI.kllf'VIl of ~lart'riiiiOniO r ClropiltiM, :~ )t'<&r or~' btC'r the film 
lrtci~ Vachd l .. lndsny ,hc.·w ~ncnti-Jn 1•1 'he imJ'C'ri.,)i\t amhition thAt under
) 1,., Gu.-11.um') t.li, pl .1y uf :.ndcut ;; i re.~. oricnal moaJ.tniricencc. and h.m1cl\ -.n 
1\lnon )II:HI. Ac~vrdins: to Lincbay. Gw7zotu·:. ht\.ftlrtc.-1 film "'i~ cqui,..tlcnl 

10 "'-'3\'inJt th<' ltOJiian abo"~ 1ht l·~n~ aan tbg. quilt •lo,~l) for t"o hnurs... ~~ 
It \vt.H•I,I he a n11~C;l~(', howc:''C"f, M rc.1d i\IGYt llltlf)nu) i' C lroptum U!\ llll t qtuv

uc.~Uy ,1nd unifoc.lUy tmpctt~d .~r in dr~ijtu. hali'a_n tC\ •ewer, and Eori<CO 
Cu;a.nom htm.st"tf. whC'n commcn1ing un the film tn the lt.ahan prC'\;. 
fi'<u"ort1 C'~plicid)· on the film\ arustic m c fln r;iithcr thm1 it' pul~t~nl amb1 
t iPn~. Tht film w:\<~ lnrgcly di'KUsscd ~ :H\ :ancmp1 tu amproYc upon the 
c;;nern:lttl):f.l phic \'inu<bny n( C .u.ll.t.oni'J arlicr suCCC'\) tn hjston<a1 recoll-

''ru<t"'"· {)M VuJ11? U9U). . 
Before the ernet,:.tn<c of CUl('ma. '" ::.nr~tral form" (p;anor.tll l.t\, d tor.a .. 

mas. mngic-l.tntern ~hU\\'!1.~ ami photogrJphy} were frequently \tld tzcd for 
rhc Vl\lMI rcprodu<tfun of E.,:vpt \.vithin \\ c-~re-rn cuhurc:. The tl\Jt~n.ll 
cuhurc ut 1-1!)-pt:. mc:anwhtlc-, Jt.llncd the \ taruc •>f a \tlcnt and tn¥~cnou; 
spe('t.1dr "'"' :~nctctll 101111" \\C'f( exc.w;ucd. tntc:rprt•tccl '_ and cxh1btlt'd 
throughuut 1hc uiur ccemh ccntur)1 ;uulmHlthc twcnltc.·lh. Fmm the nlh cn• 
••I a fKJl13,1U form dnd contrnt wt·rc lmkcd \\'ith the ,li:w:ur11i\C" tun,rructs <-' 
r .. ~pc:~. Tile hl.-cl>.cnct.l cnd<Kurc ot the ,,tc-m cinema .Judttnrnu·~ ':-'' 
:,,,,mtlutct l 1c1 the tbrk dcplh o l the Egypw•n 1 \c.'t.rHJ••IIS~ :~n ... l 1ha1 ·"'umi.A ~ 
t1on w,1--. u.•iuforttd through 1hr u\Cuf .:1 p\(·thlo FJ.!'l"i.m .tr(hitcctu ral ''}lc 
in the con\lnJctt..n ,,( ,umc t•f &he new nluung-ptcturc p.;~l;acr'L l...alc :~. "nl 

t'rl\ u a"d('"r to thr monument' ot .:UlC"u.:nl Eg)pt. 1hr t •n('tn.a 'pe...t.w •r 
<'lll( r('(l a silent wor1.1 wh1th :ot.puke thruu~h ptetnri.l1 inMt:n o~kin to hieru
~lyph).. .. nd ).'1\\' . l k int i uf immnrt31ir) prCKT'vcd on ~recti Um tu 1hc \C'Crt'" 
o( rnuononitir.otioiL n.. coruorur11 .,( Eg. pttoln)!) c•r•b•n«l. kguun.ucd. :md 
cnnccvtuahzcd tlK nc .. , med.um, 1tndtng nu('rnn n')'ICf). J.!T;uttlc:ur. h1'tory. 
~nd ,1n :arti, tk .aur.1 '7 Recun .. u uc einns of anficut E~t)pt no scn.•en, tht'rt'forf', 
coul,J .JClt••irr ;a oclt rdtcxi,·c: )t;atu' a" ccltbr~tth"'" c•l 'tnll"m.t\ qu.a\1 uch;am~ 
~ic;aJ ~"l'N. W1th r<'1Z;ar._l tu \l:~rr.mmnHl ~ Clcopat11~ •. rhc <l11tfuJ r«On
urucr.uni ,,r :. m irtH FJ!'pt. ,md c.h)\:HHIM ()( thc:m 1n the prt·,-c;, tlr('W 
,llft:nti.Hn 10 and cdchr.ncd the u~X'f3ttunlo ••f h:11i.u• cinema •• uuJ :.r~u:.~bly 
IXJ'ttltJfh'\l the film\ .. pnt.llntll nt>t 1U..C. ~" cuth.~.ll~rtnJ: Ronurn hu.' .1l""• -'' 
tt(llf1Uf1"- "'""' ncknnJ,: to the: urirn1 .. l1rlcnJor~ ot him 'Pf<Uck 11~11. 

The ti11n\ rcprt-~nt.\ttoo 1) 1 ( lc·Hil."Hra . mor~)\C'J, ,luc' fUJI <~ •lnisu·ntl) 
pw motc a n;arr.thu• ,•lrttve W\\.anf, tlw ju '' tnumrh nf Ck't.\\ l.tn \t unt' 
po1111, fitr cum pit', ( .1( vp.nr~ \ uu.ahl't' 1hc- cum•ntrt Rum;tl\ "" h•f\ ami 



I ttl' back 1n ht'lrtnr ·•" ""~ w:IIC'ht·s WJ,:ued c-rowd) t«r •ng ;e pnx-C"'.,K,n 
wluch ind1Uic: .. hcr~t"lf and her houlh.l fJ.t) ptlan ~oubtt'•·t,. h ~~ 1his ',,ion n( 
publ 1c humii iJtinn ch:u COillflC.'I' ht r 10 ~u1udr. Thu~. iux1:1 1-xMt.l wi1h th" 
fi •la.l iecnc of t.Jct.av•au ·,. \•ic1 hry J);lf.tt.lc- o~t komc. fil111 '>p«t.uors .1 rc oflcrcd. 
for a1 lt"1.\SI ;a brief moment, CICOJl.llu\ tr.ag•r poml of \K"W. lk)ond 1hC' film 
tu:t, 1h~ ltal•~n .an rni "'ho J)b)nJ th~ i'St)'pll.tn queen (G1anna Tcrrihili 
C..O.>r.>lc.) "'mcwnc> prom<MW Mum.nlt>mo r CkvJWN throu11h pt"r>OO:Ll 
.:~pJlCl.~nc~> oat ~rct'nlnJ.!S ur m m.lJ:a7mc lfll~rvlc\\·s.. ~incc crone di,pby of 
l~ fcnmlc body \\n not .an ltuigrufic;lnt aUr<KlH.Ul ore he: film ,._... (illustnUOO 

.. .JJ ller u~ as a prulrMlCIOn;ll \Chicle (url.hc:r rauunurcd the: CtMmatic 
Cleopatra '""' • pk>tur>hl) tfillk'tl\< buc <o<lly cr~g>< figu re ,..;th whom 
thr aclt<"-' could chen d••m much <ympoch) . llcMh the l:.gy1• r<:ronsuuctcd 
by ()uumni, •r><l 1hc Clrnpuu pcrfc>rm<d and dl\>ftruiUicd by Tcrribilo 
ConuJu. cx<rnl the t<quircmcnu of rcpthC"ntalional cnnqunt. 

In lhr porucuhr '""' of (~lrot>-'"•·· Momon lrmocy pro\rd<d the film 
andu.stry wuh ~ narro~u\·c .. r )'trul cultural procigc. "'th ~ 'iit'flningly 
nw.JMcntou.) JUitifi.c.auon fr•r rincmau, cmCt\.l)l]l :.nd chc SJ)C'(Udc: of the 
IC:onolr body, •nd with • hioj:r•tth) ohac «otald be •ppropriatcd to \lup< Jnd 
c-n~ncc the publtc JX'hOOX of \C'Hilc." of C"incmo~'<t: (';,uhc.SI rcmaJc St:JIS... )n 
IQI.f. m 1hc "ut\e ycM th.Jt c;,;;tnn:t1rrrablh (,onl..Lics c'pns\Cd 2 po.ssing 
))'mp.•lh} " 'llh the fagu rC' of ClcuJ-..IU. the Fo~ fil m \tudio mitit:atcd a b.r 
nlOrC' cl.ab.JtJie " ntl \U,t.&lncd :U.JOCI.Ition \' 1th the {IUe("tl and her kingdom 
fnr the .ICtrC'Ii Thcu<IO\~.t (.io,,._lm:~n . ll cr puhi ic u-n.agc: \\ ;14 dc:si~n«< w 
intrfkfu(( i\tncr-H.:.m nuc.hcncc~ to.& uucmauc dlllrXIC't ,,..hich h;u,l b«n 'liU(
cc:i~luUy bunched :a lew yun c.u her hy the l>.tni'h film tndu,~ry. n.unely 
dw c.lan~:cro 1 h )CI .dlun ng ··v:uup'" - the mutlcrn wonwn of the 1910s wl•c.• 
rut hle,,Jy K,lucc' mt"n. flr.unin~ 1hun.1n •he prco(:css, c\t their Wlll nnd their 
hlood.t>~ Tile- ' 'amp p C"rMu ·l.l rrca ttJ fi.r the ~ctrcs\ lnow rcn;uncd Theda 
B::.ra) W>l' hc;a\ ily 10\C~)Icd m u n c utahi t lltflltHucs ot mcoo~ ni.ng. 

1\iinctet nth·ccnuu)· Uricn1.1li·m1 W ll\ J dl \tHUr"'t' of dc,i rc a' well as 
tn1)Ut('. It lW})(.'d I he rrla11onshtp IX't\\('t•n West ·• n~l Ease~·~ one or '-t!).Ua.l 

d c•llliOJ ncc:. ami rellft'Kntcd chr WC'\Lern ~tldn.! r, c~plorcr. vr -..cholar ~~ pen· 
ctr:uin~ either Ill ' uing v• r,s:;m .JII.uul~rott~pc t •r rc'•"lfng.l•b•dinal Natur~. TI'le 
Ori<'nt. t h-trrfort. SU):J.tr .. tcd !<'Xu.al fHUtm.st ur thrc.11. 110 Ofttrin~ a read)·· 
maJc p,cndncd rurr J 1iH · uf Ort('11UI tCillfll.11eon. $Cdutuon . • md C'(•nquo4. 

the \ lt'UIXIIr.h of the AII\Ctc(':uth-ct'nt Uf) were often figured J' r;~pabk of 
3ffordioJlU.ansccntknt, lcrntyin~J, \oCXU.;I pl< o~.,urc-.s I+• lhc•r lovch. In .m arr 
.... r idmuhc..,tiHn r;nh<'r rh .Jit I""K~ssit'\n. m.my "nuld-l11t fcmmC"\ fatale~ 
thebe- tu tntutw:c thc-.r uwn ;~~ttf.l'-liun' by .:tdtJptln)! ,.;._JTX uf tlut$C whKh hJd 
xcrucd ... Cl~~rr~. n.u, C\;uAh Uuu)urdt. w""' pcrf.....-.tt«< the rule of 
(1('ftpalf .. 1n pmclmttoM uf \'ktllrtt'n S.UJuu ·, (\1.1\-. d.un\(:c,.llh.n the snotl.c, 
,he u...-.1 on "U!.!t m chc dt .tlh ~rott"nc· wrfc ltvc ;~nd ktrt in Mr hnu.sc 



4.4 

WILLIAM FOX-1.Y 

CLEOPATRA 
FOX FILM 

OAPOIIATION 

Cleopatra: Spectacl.et of Seduction ond Conque•t 89 

F rom 1914, T heda B;u~ bcgn n to play him ro les as a wom~n wlw u :::es ;• 

m::ln sexually nn<l t he..) alxtndons h un f(•r her next vlctim. t'\t the ~:une time:, 
tht: Fox studi•) wrapped Ba ra up in O ricntalul puhlicity. Her name W;l s 

h:Lilcd as~'" an:1gr;\IU o f Arah de-Hth . Althoug h th<" nnrcs:) was t he: daughter 
,,( ;:. Jewish tailo r from Cincinn:lti, publicity release-s from Fox claimed that 
she was born ir, Egypt :~nd. ;u an infant, su.:k(-d the venom of serpents. 
\\' hilc the actn:$s lived v .. •idl her p~rt'nts. lhe Ff•x puhlicisu genermcd a ~tar 
lrnagc tOr Ba.ra as a h~artbrcak<'r, a "torpedo of domesticity," whose d:\rk 
:_1nd ,·alu plUQUS bcamy would bnng "suff<-ring :md n-••n to cho us:mds t:•f 
sturdy b horcrs and rh<:ir fa m ilies." ShC' was ph otographed surrounded b~· 
skulls and snakes to advcr1isc the film A Fool Tit<" Was (19 14), and en • 
Photoplay a nide nf Seprember 191S she was described as a "\l:oughcer ,-,( 1 he 
sphin~..;." Th<' c ulmination a nd a pparent legitimation of this proccdur~:, 
whcH·by a H oll ywood studio articulated the vam p's aggressive eroticism in 
OricntaliSL Le rm s. n1m c wnh Lhe release of CIMpatra in 19 17. D irecr.ec:l by J. 
Gordon Edw;lrds. the h ist(lrlcal h im was n vehicle fOr the d isph1y ofT hedu 
B"ra's sensual exoriccsm. [illun ration 4.4] The Fox publcdcy bureau (ostensi
bly T('prududng 1hc words of a f:m) now identified C leopatra as "'the most 
famOU$ vam p in history"' and T heda Bara a s her "rd ncarnat(on ... O n ad \'c:r .. 
r.is ing posfers. Bara 's face w a:\ su perim posed ove r thM of a sphinx. t: 

Orie nt<.tlisn'l go1ve the H ollywood fi lm indu-<try ;en array f>f t:k fcn$ive 
mr:c:han.isms with whic h to Jssuage conccr rJs ab()u l l hc modc:rn wOr'T'I ;:u~ of 
the l9 l0s: sh e is :m ag<:-<>ld r;dd lc, (he .. eternal femi nine.'' a.:; tn dcciph er;•bl<: 
a.s the sph inx.~> The Cleopau a na rra tive, 111 particular, prov1clcd both a n 

exotic s.euing v.1 ithin whic h t<> locate a mnr:aliz iog spectacle o f transgrcssh•c 
fcmnlc sc:xunlity. ;rnd ::tn int:scapahle (.(()sure w hlch nppe;:.refl sa.ftly ro con
l.ain llw l ~xuali ty. Wlth t his shiil f)r ~mph:1'ii~ from im peri••lism roward.; 
gend er and scxualify, the H ollywood rcprc .scnr;u.ion of Cleopatra became an 
.1ccounr o f a woman as m uch as ol war. and its vasuaJ pleasu res became the 

sr.ect~rclt c1f erotic sedu<'ticu)s. :as much ;1$ m ilil'a f)' maneuvers. CcmC'rinJ! iu 

narra t iv<' uound the EJ{yptia n queen. Lhe Fox studio t reble-d the num ber of 
her seducuon1o. Aud1enn·s of CI('Oj)(ltra ( 19 17) c:mJI...~ wit nc:s-" nnt nn l y the 
fl llcc.n·s sumptuou s srratcp;ics for entici ng A nto ny o n board her hargc ~l\ 

C ydnus. but nlsn f h t IJJWci lin_R of her physical ch:ums lx·for<: _l uJlus Caesa r 
in t he:- p:-dtacc rH Alt:.x;•ndna, :.t :oO wd l ~~.~ ht:r c~tpli\·~n ion of the Egypti~m 
Ph:Ho n (a character in h(;'ritn l frvrn :lH e arli t;:r Clropotm released t~a l <Jl3 by 
the Hd cn Gard ner Picture.· Pl:l }'('fS~. t\ r<.~\1 iew tn Motion Picruu Nt:ml of 3 
Novern ber l 9 17 im:~gines Lhc Lhouglu· proccsscs of a man t.l ll lc~wing th e 
cin~1na where he has ju:o.t .sc<:n T heda Bara·s Cleopatra tn action: 

HlS mind v;•iJI clrifl b:lc:k ro the ti ro;t h:llrnt' lh(' pict\.11'(' whc:"n rvlt ...... li;u.l W(lt(' 

:1 ._)i,Ter('lll <.mWftu: io ('\'Cf)' t·ptM..Jc:. Diff'c-r<-n~ piec~·s of co-'cumc r:.cht•r; or 



bc1tcr ,ulf dsflcrau hitlctsf'\ ot f~~t-4t l• Hie. t~HlJXUn&I'C' ,...11J oi\CO\d ~sth .. 

iusup "tu:n h e: rtt:.ll\ rlu e:l..iY Wll) "' wbs\.h thco 'lit('n C.IIIII \ 'IUt'\1 C.u:o~. 1r lut•l 
fl'h,.rtn1 _.,KI "\nLon~. U tw l.nfl"" clw 1"'1url' hum""'' hC" nu) won~kr o~llfJ lll 
Pmru-yh.lnia .. nJ ChKo~~ .and other rLco ••th c~n~ htutd\ tlut h:I\C' nu 
.lPJXttt.lllun for tht' ftrrulc form inn 1t:.a.tc thltl "'' PC",;ul) >~i"flrt~~:acht"' nu.l~
ncs.s th;u 11nly a few !t llllg~ of I'C'4uh o;tand m the "'••Y· t-IC' 1n1)tllt mclclcnly 

f C"JIIk lh.at hi" rnoehtt ~L: in lltJ\okm ~"'11UM \hut her C"')n nncr '" 1w 1n
(w rar dv htadl m•,:hr bra.L. ur "•p-. but then- mothtr M'\c-r d .d undc.r ... 
~t.and Eg)'puan hiito..-y aftt'-T .aU, 

The H ully"ood C lroJ"U3> o( •ul>s<qucno rr•s d id not cono·inuc to lx
sh .. pcd .1lon~ the conwun of an c'Outic ~nd 001ruaivC' v;amp. With. for 
C'"c.nnple. rht furchcr d e,·clupmcm o( the I fnlly" ood ~11.1r ~)'stem and the 
tltmoc.J llollywood •rylc o( film (>rt•lucuon, ""h ohc ath rnt o( ot.c new 
lr'\hnolog) ur \OUrw:l. w~h t he- 1'1.5(' uf 4;,t,)ll.Uimcri3om. and th~ iocr~;;.nl c-ntrv 
vi \\Oflll!'n Into 1he publtc tlom.;aan. \he HollpH)()(( C IC"OflllltU <:amc h J L~ 
'itructurc.ct .llong rh( linr\ of .1 ft~urc w ho Jt..,~f ilhtde r.11hcr t h:m ou1>1dc 
rh.- border\ u ( tht Uni1C\I Stoltcs.. She:,.., ~, nttw gl.amorom f'.tlher th.tn out
l•t><li>l>. to be \\ .OCMI. dc<ored. tunsumc:d. •n<l eun idcnoilied wnh, r•ohtt 
than overwhelmingly dcfc.tcd . Alltl the ucc-. and seducti-.ness ol h<t 

"fl~taclc-maktnJt now upcr~ted mcuc rcad t1)' ;u :J sclf-rtftextvt mcrnphor 
r .... the exec:~' :md scductJ\ CUC'SS u( Amc:rta\ Oncnt wit hi"· that i•, I hi-lly
wood it>cl f. 

The Mysteries of the New Wome~n 

From th o l>te 1910. and ohroughouo ohc 19~0.. Oncno.oli•m suffused the 
c:noocmpor.1r) '<'•u•l com<<h<i dirccoed by Ccc~ 8 . ().,Moll< ·LJoq·, Cltang<' 

\ at., fltaru,.J (191 9) •l<alo Mtb" hor<d wife who ocmpor•rily abandun' oh.
d t"\.tU isfacuon<t oflwr marriage: for rhC' luxuriou,. wurld of J J!,igulo. The art 
\\urk cmploy..d oo prO!nuoe oil<- film induded the- unat:< u( 1 •phin • •nol • 
pyr:.mtd. <~nd t~ tide- "1"hc: E1crnal Feminine ... an ordc:r h J .Kf,tn rK ;a con
cern wilh the <1ucstiun n f what the "New \Vom.&n .. wanted . The percC"n<:tl 
pmhlcm of ft'IT"'OIIC: \elf Afolliiir.nuon \\'01\ oi'\WCI3tcd with t he myHcry .mcJ •he 
anooquiry o( 1-.J:YI" ·" 

.. Nev. \\'orn~n'" " <~s •' ttnn th.H cir'"ulated in Amcrte"o~ frcwn the 189Ch. Ju 
,·ntnagc sig.n.t1ffi :_I rec.>gnt tum of ond c-It-bate.· abuur un t"\ot(lc.'nt ~hift nw»y 
from the\ tCionan cuncepuoo of J wom~m\ llpht•rc of o pcr ulion 3~ he.• I w 
the hom< .ond ohe (>moh I' rom the lR'IOs oo tnw ohe 1<1.!()... there ot<urro:l, 
)trn"th uf l.ahor mubtliry 111 th<: Urmcd State'\,. ;a st,t.tnih,.- u, m crC::I \C tn 1hc 
P'11JlHIIIQ.n t>f'w()tncn in ~id laf,.•r •• tncl adr.ttnnlt' rbc tn \\('.th h and iu ttw 
purth.asc uf c--msu mcr gvuls such ~~~ u n:. leiwn ant\,~,. co. .. rnctic,, Olnd 

home tutnt\hln~5. l).:~hlf('\ Stt",U.ll cn•naltn ol thco "alent <r~ prtJIWt"'tl tHl 

-.ere-en the r>lt hc:at ch .snJ.!C' in f:u n il)' .mel 'I('Xu:sl lt(c th.ll .ittf)tnp .•nt«< theK 

, ln·cl••l"ncuh. 'Wt. l1 •'' .m intiU)(' '" pre· rsnd f'Ktt.a· m2r,tJI SC'<, .:ant.l 111 r2t(·.\ 

I d
. n o• · J•P'Is •• L n 1\mr'nt•an "nnlf'li haJ .lChlf"\ed )!t·n~r.JI \UI· o ~~·nr~C'. n •r t 'K. a-t • ~nc 

fr.sgt> .tl'ltf "' ~rc c .. nHI" 'gnmg fnr lcf,!:t1i7..C'\I hireh cu~vol :a."d lnr :an cqU.ll 
" J.!ht\ .1m<'m.ln'lcnt to fht connttution, De Milk wa~ p1onccn.n)t n fr~-.h •n:u•· 
[a) ~;thKs tm Hi'tlvwnod cint'rn:. DeMille'' New \Vl•mo~n. Ott ga1n1n~ .seer:"" 
m the fKW nli..ldk-<I.IM life' ~1lc v( m '"I-Mcuuus ron\UmJ'Mion .and sccul:ar 
hedonism. ;,, by the close o( c><h fi lm, ... tdy re<oored Ill olUr<<>g< • • •. fash
JOn plate anJ p;assionRtc ~cxu:. l plnym:uc.•• In ,c"cr;rl u(th C"k fi lrll\, ht'con 
c• l Rash hock•. such"' a Babylonian fanwy in Milk •nJ Fmwlr (l91Y)"' • 
Ronun or~y in MlloJt.JugAI~ (IIJ22). prov.d< both wish-fulfi ii<Mnl •nol 
w:J rmng. Seen~ S('l 1n the 3RC1cnl ~\·mid gi\C an uppcKCUOit) ror more 

o'ltcntatlm.n. displny lhun the contcm~-:Mnary one) inw whtch th~y ;..rc: 
.nsc:n cd. Historical f\a•bback• • lso provide • su iu.bly salutary lesson lor ohe 

p reS<'nt. sin« oil<- films im~y thot it i1 the suuol and m:ttcrio_l u rcss :'rub
ired in oh<>e .cqucn<<.~ whoch once led oo the do wnf•ll of ca•iloz>UonJ. 

When D<Millt's Cla>p<ll"' wa< rdca<e<J in 1914, jou rnah<t< frcqucnoly 

commc-nonl on the modef'nioy ond humor uf itJ dQk>guc. •• if ohr d icccwr 
t.ad produted )"<I another suu.t.l comedy about a modern wOtNn. but thi< 
ri~ ,e, e•nird)' ln anriquiry. A review inch~ New York Timn of 17 Augusc 

19J.4 ~rvcct oh"o 

WtM'n .. gatbctlng o( R.orr\an ~'OMC:n art: u lktng about (~. ic iJ do~ in 

1~ m1.dcrn f.:aliht.-n. w1th unco uf the- f.11f uno ICIIl~ l kin)( tk u .. ,he wife 
al\o\ .. , .. '" I he lut 10 hur"" or hrr hu\h.:tmf a. lo\'c afTau .. 

(n the crnsonous iudgmcnt ,,(14-nit'ty fnr l t Augu)e l9J.4.1~ ~me: R~an 
sn<i>lj!JOhcring w.s played,oll·adm.:dly. ••Jikc • maxkrn bndj:< .m~tl.:•· .and 
O>udC1tc Colbtrt. in the rolt of Cleop>lrl. conducted h..-r•d( loke • <rO!'> 

lxt w«n a lady 0 ( II'C <" e:ninJC, :.nd :. rm&J!h 1oOU.btdtc in :1 country mdo 
dcamo." h was n"' only oh.: r vlloqui:.l .ltal<lj!U< o( Clmf"'ml thor •ppc>r<d 
to elide any si,:nificQnt J\,unruon bc1Wttll lht" s.'l('l:sl h .• biu ()( cht' l);bt ;&nc l 
thuK ,.f 1hc Amcrtan present. ·nl< tilm w~i :.t proJ~~ u l JlM;asnuunl. ;~ )ht

dio wht& hOt.Ut" i tylc tlc:rivcd from rts WCCC'U m pfUtl.h.tr•ng and «..l,tnbuung 
Uc:~tillc'11 coou:mpor.1ry r•un.wric cnml-.ilr-\ thruuJ.!huuL the l921h .• OurmJ:t 
the l 'H(},_,. l):namuunl hcC.IIIIC cdcbr.Hr~l j(Jr itS rrC"KJuc:rion Ol an :trrJ.y 
nt ckJ:"lnr comediC'S. char~•ctcntcd by wm~ t;cri i\C\ -.nd an ()pulenr mi>C.• 

•• t·n .. ~erw-
Duc' tor .me l di .• I•'Jt'IC:, \lmlio :1nd <.hlln~ .a.ll hdpcd to m.ll~ ( ."fl"'fJ'IIN 

(1934~ .1' ;p. comC"dy o f l'l'\O(Ir rn mannc.·r~ m {;-ncy dtt'"• The.· t ,1 \Ung (1"Jhq 
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lOr 1h~ film. C"'l~•all) rt:~.lrding 1h<" opcmnJ.: b.alf '' here \V;1rrc-n \V1111.tm is 
'<"t"n pb~·tn~t Juliu~ CaC!s.u, cnnn('('"h th~ "o(cn~ 10 ancu::nr R(~tnC' v.ult ron
u:mJ>Ofolt) ' ltfr-m 1\:('w Yurk. ror thC' ~br nnagc' nfho1h Yt-' tlluun :anU (A ,J, 

bcr1 , h)• wh1ch audtcnC"e .. would h,l\·c l>ttn .au raC'lcc.l inro t h<" rmctn.l to sec 
( ,'/N){Jtltr.J , mrluded 1hcir fJrt:\ tnU) ~ppc;trotn<:a nn ioereen :11 mcmllCr$ o f 

url»n Arn~rac:t's unan K1- \\.'ilhoun W.M alrcad" IOlnlh\t"< fot f3k tng on roles 
•> • rdtncd l':ew Yorku. • no Cbu<l<ttc Colt.:n h•ct just pb~..,l 0 "'phi•-
114-<~trd modern wife in eh.c Atadc::my AY~.oarcJ winnu1g It HupfKn~J (Jn< 

.v.ghr ( 19)4 ) ••• 

Sotn( of clu.: r~rvmorion:tl mMrri:.r w hich folli)WC'd rhe rden~l Hr Clro· 
pilfnJ even l'lrc w ~xplici1 a ll tllli<JU ttJ UeMillc:'.s dnem :uic rnodt"rnit.ution o f 
the :_1nden1 Ruman.s :u,.,J Es:yp1i.Ul\, a nd a n <·tnptcd to M>licic i rmn tts young 
:uldrc:ucc.' a ,uuabl~· prcstig.otn JUJtarlc.uH.m for ttur process. P.;arJmnun1 '<"t 

up" Cf..HUt"\.1 for college stlkl\"nh ancJ higb-!1-Choc.,l ,;cmors ofTr-nn~~t Jltl«). or 
"Ck"f'"''" "hobr<lups." of h-. hundrro dolbn. c;w:lo for oh~ ohn-.· t•uays 
wh1th bc-..\1 rc'1•-n._lcd to .a r.anJ.tc n( quc,uon..\ 1hc 5tUdJo po~tl cunccrning 
1hc- film d•rt(lor's rreatmcnl of h"tory. Qu<-,uon 44 uf 1hc S1utly Gt~1J~ 11nJ 
j\lum"-'1 (" h1rh Par.amounc ruhlt,ftnf ,,) lotun.ch th<- coorat} ;ul-.nl· 

K. H. col)(' un, Sluk~Jl"rt• .. -;\ntooy .ancf t:lcup:•l ra'" .. ill"l t"Xfr:wwci;u.mly 

\IVtd • •t~'l('n l nltnt in El.t.Jhrlh:•n '"''""" of cHnt~ .ln<f l'h.u 14n, n 1JI' eht: 
~utdcnl wurl1t ."' \Vttuld ll he fnir 1u dC''(fll')l· lkt\;lill<·'s ··ci~ .. IMira., II\ ·,1n 
C"~tnf~tdill:lflly \' 1\ 1J ptt-.,('nlll\t'll l IH t i m l'r"ICUII IC:IIII' fir t'\'Cn[\ ~lid ch:Ho~~l((). 
ur 11\c lUM."tc:nt Vri'tKJJ? .. ' USUiy )1 iU t l.'lntW('t.t) 

'\lt boogh DcMiUe'• Cimpa"• ••.s cl<»el) batond, bath in iu production 
:ancl Jl.IC'k.l~ttn~. to the rcprC1tC"nl;ttMln of c-ontcmpor:ary Ank'nr4 n JOCa3 f 
m~res. the "'·~)'ptian serrm)t and 1hc ClcoJXIIr.t OJ rt':III\' C w~rc nut .uhurary 
)Km.u s of ht\torwcal reference. Rc•\•cwcu pbccd rhc- film's \'I .SY.II style-its 
<"Xhlbltlon uf ~~cu~ula r hi,ruricnl r«onstrucuon, :and opulcnc pt'Oduction 
•aluu-on ohe trn<lnoon of lxMollc\ biblical <J>In ·rM 1'm Comrtwulmnm 
( I 'I!!), Kmg of 1\mg> ( 1927), • •nl S1gn of tlrr Cnm (1 93!). T ht.sc bih(ical ~J>in 
lu•d been made in a climatC' l}f C'\('t·increajing concern ~bour 1hc: u u ,rnl c.·on
lt:m and cf(cc-rJ of Hollywoc.Ht films. AcrurUin~ en 1h<.:' H.cpuhlic.m ~e•f111mc.·r 
W,)J H.1~'· t\t rh~ rime of hi' .IPJ'OitlUTI(Ol by lhc m njuh in I'J!~ ~~ iln intcr

oul rr~:ul•o..- of ohc fi lm in<lu•tn, hhm h:.d "' be nt3dc "l(i\lng ohc pubjiC 

Jll the K"\. il ~ms with COCOfltOwllng v:.llK') for :all c.hOS<' chuu h .,n,d 

"'"l'k'n ,croups.· l.)c.~filk b rt)!Mdcd ;u h;nms: f.AJnd 01 shrf'\\d him fur 
mulo~ ,. , 111rrf I b)s· rt-quircmrul\ tlu rtng rhc Pil\k, namely rvtn.lflll, rn.a.n~ 
~It">. spi~'i.."\1 \\ irh It her;• I di'lipl.•y' of 'tC:), .1nd c-.nnHnpuon, 3nd d•lu lc•tl h) 1hc 
tr tL1 1n ph •.•I nurria~c: J.tlhc: tilm\ ~lu"c.·."' The: c.1rly yc.1 r .. uf lh t' I k•prc,sum. 

a.,, , ., s,oco.c1 .. o1 holoc--eo..-

huY~(\tr, witntlsc:d a prohfc:r.nlfMl ui fihn .. ''"uotlu:m~ (.1nd ,,,f~mg .1ll0otl 

cll\<urt.c. ;td uhery. pru .. rttutmn. r runc. :and ,.,r,Je l)«'. Je,JliiC" the •n,ro~ll.uiun 
ill )CJ\U of a formal PnHIIU"tH•n c.,..1r whtc.h ''if'ulatcd that the llo ii)'W()(I\.l 
\Uulio'l .. hould promttlt rhc institutiOn$ vf nwr(iage and rhc humc .. ~ 1 \Vhc-u 
J,..Milk r<ie•.sc<l Sigr1 oft4t LI"O<I in J<l l!. h~ nngho h»c ·'"""l•ncd ohat he 

coultJ fi1~:1:' ~x. nucluy. olr""'· homO)CX&Uhtv. lobt.ornt .. m. m.us murder, 
"'"' nrJr!tcS rc:bti,+dr u rxrJntc;nuou..Jy. {M 1hey "-cr<- all <.,,.hnl '" rdiginos 
luitOr) .&nd :aU ma.rknJ ;&\. pJg<~n ckpr.nnt<". nobl)· SCt•rnc:d nr c:ndun:tl by 
thi hcrn1nc and (uhim.lldyl the hero! whu arc seen in tht closrnjl, mommu 
uf the hl rn vinuou.s1y COO JOined u 1hcy asc~ud 1t1H'l the hh,.ting light uf 
Chrndnn s.•lvarion4 Hur. hnwcvcr rinui the film"s conclu.si,m . .... ~ 1 de.'\pitc iu 
t"nm nmus box-office n acccu. the SIX:Ct.tcular sex and s.tdasm ot Stgn of 1lu 

C...u <JU<crbaoxd the olrcaoy ontcn~ofymg tld.uro mor ohc mor;a.hty uf 
muunn ptn urcs.. ~: CIMpatm ...... " n-:lc.1\C'CI 1n July 193-4. iu~r~t 1hr« monthto 
,,fteo the C othulic Churt h h:HI lauo><hro iu Jlr«rurc ~:roup the Lcgoon ..,f 
l.)cccnry. wbi<:b plcdj;<d milhMs of C."holics 1.0 boycoll fil111> 1uclgnl 
•mmur .. l. In the s;amc mumh .1> the rdc-J-.c of Clt:Opattll. 1ht h1rn rodustry 
ldo uKnpcllcd to •ppoin t 2 by C.thoiK •• hc:ld of • rv:" l'rnducuon <...ode 
\t..lmin1<UJ.UOO_ wlth con).Kkrabl' grc.;~tcJ l)()wen 10 polkt" tht- cuntcnt. of 
Ht•ll)''uoll rllms an~t •t• rnforu~ aJ~•c:ncc to the Old~.' In the bee of~ 
morr rc:~tricrivc Pruduc11on Code. 1hc hutonci~' of ClrofJinJ prm1ttl~i 
Dr Mille with a less oUJCCIIfln.lblc r •• rmub lh<JI) lll<lt•.•f SJJ(Il tlj tlu CIO$.< v. ith 
w)uch ru ;UI(;)(\ SptX'IIICHr, , 

In Sign nfrh< (nH>. Cl.udcllc Colbert h3o pla~·ro Popp.n:•. 1hc >UI<ry • nJ 
s.adlstlc wtfc: or the c-mptr,.r ~tro ..... ho ::utrmpt.s to ~IU(C' the Prc-tffi u f 
Kon>< •nd kill ,.If the Chr"IO.O ~irl r ... \\ IK>m ohc Prcfcxl re~CCI> her. B} the 

fullu\lomf.! \C'.3r. the pc:non.t of ~nothcr P.trJmount sur rnight ha\'C itlppr-21rN 
btncr 10 embody the- )CJC.UJI u·,nluucut of th(" la~l dec:-.ult. In Ite-r film rniC'. 

M.1c- \Vc-,_. pl.aynl.a r.aucuthh anclcpc.mlcnl woman. who u'Ult.ltcd sc:duc:t lons 
Jnd nuum..utcd men~ Hut by I'J3"1 \\tc'St·t c:arllC'r films wf"rc ta"cn our of c•r· 

culauon. 3nd h .. ·r nc'"' or\C'1. Ukh .a~ It -lttt t Xo Sm. Yo ere rtJ,tnruu .. ly 'cun.l. 
l ltllliU~ her char.Jctcr intn .. moJc r:ncl y b..td g-irl on her \\3Y CO rcdcmp
tiun.'4 In <uch :.~ c.h:lrgcd clirn:~.cc. the <.:lc:op~uu 1\;irrtU I\\. nffcrctl OcM111c: 
nn(.t tht.• P M:tmoum :-.uHitn 1m •·•pportunity lu displa r y r1 n,.:atn thr <OC:<t1.1lly 

., ,.,-,,~rt·"r;i\c bc-lt.J\ iur ul' .. '"''''""'n tuJ\V t.lrcsscd in th~ th~uit y nt rlta~vu~, .. 
ct nt tu )IO( ic:ll nc:c-cs~ity .. nd ellu,.utHUS l1t<.'rary prcccJcna. m•l ...,,fch dit~ 
Unto'C',f 1n t he pa.s1 ~ntl 1hc .,,Ku1•1 d"<"""hcrc. t• The ~UClKKU uf 
<..ulllC'Il Ckt~u.;& \\C"fC" fl(t\\ d hpi01\N In 3 mrldc:r .lnd mmc: lndirC'Ct ronn 
rho~n tho~· of Colbt-rt l'uriUc.l. ~nd the' rcccl\'cd t hen 1""1"- r JlUm .. lunrul 
at rht frlm '1 clo~. Fm.'""''"' .1 '<\UI.tr u,atr;tll,r.thc) wnt .,1~ lc.-u I.L.d\ to 

••J,O:r••Halc rhc potY~crtul luhhpnj.! fur'"c" ()/ or~antznl ''"" ru .. ll\ rrl·~·un. 
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C':lr"'Jlolln \\;;&l l ho< n tu~hly :Afll»"ftptiatC' \'<:hie I(' fi:rr the C:\l)lnra••on. wuhuut 
ron,•dcrahlr c~n~urc. ,,( c::unh.'l'tlp c.H .. t)' tHUC"rrn~ ~•lx,ur ,a.rc:nd cr. ~C"\Imlilv. 
and • rhnkuy in 1 9~ih: A m er h .. , , · 

The- t.OihlltUtnh ul rhc Clcop.ll tJ n-.rr.ICi\t wen:: .:r. l\ot, ha~hh '""'•un:uu 
;and t"~ptC"\\1\C l"'''"u ufha,WrK;al rcfcrc:nu· tor the: I'H4~ lkh\·~n 1hc t\\ o 
\\~vriJ War.." wnh Ill<' tncr c;a\IOJ.t crury ot \\t~tll.:-n 1mc..' the ~tuhhr dum.un 
and .U\ ·""'-K'tatcd tutcnstfir-.euun ot ddl.iHU .ehmn wnm('n\ f"Oic:s. there ,,, 1 ~ :1 

srgnahc;:a.nl i?crca\C' m the numhcr uf \\C\tC"rn t('.;&.S~.5rncnh of 1ht." quccn's 
rc:tgn. t"or. tn Clcurutra 's rcrrr"C"rmmonJ. an .xtivc fcn~k )oe:'ltU41htv #lrJJ 

polm~.;~l Ph"Cr \\C'fC t•uthlcm<atK.;all) fotnbmcd."'-' An ;•catk·mic rc:dduuuon 

of Cle<>p.llr.o luol •lruoly bcJIUil on lb<rl, "uh tht· publir•tinro vf • bJO):r•ploy 
dcfC'nc.hns,:: the tlun•n by the (~crln.an h•~u.ui~n Adolf Stahr. H is ""ork \\..U 

fnllm .. .,ll~ • '<rta .,f ho""'"" >rod nmd• whO<b ridiculed the Ronun pot· 

'""' ol .... Kl.nl '<'tluctres>, ""'h ••• \rthut Wng•ll'. TM ufr tllul Ttm.-s of 
Clrof'iJUV (I 'J ii l. FulluWJnj! St.ohr, Tit~ ufr unJ Ttmn ""'"' •ttentoun 10 

Clrop .. ur.e·, pulnit.el vi .. HHl of Q ~n·Hdktttf cn1puc .. ub~urmng E...sc .,,MJ 
\~'f",t. ~ l)urrnJt the counc ,,( lh<' 1 1~i<h:. 2.mon)t .JII a rra> of pb) s.. ou,·cl.1.. ;and 
htu;t r.tphK'l ~bKit th«o qU«n."'" .1 t•,.respondmJ! r~uon tu t.hoc '"'"''oru 
surf.lc-C"J wuh. tor c, .. rnplc. <N.u \VU \\'t'nhcuncr\ ClmptJtra-.1 Rfi)JI 
10/upWJfl (puhh,hcd m .u. Fn,~thsh tun .. l.aleun rh rcc yc.an hcfore the re

I"''"' ul llcMtllc\ ftlon) lndutktlm th~ l"cldtc to \\'~rthcomcr's bingr>jlltv 
"'U tlw rc-m.nl. th.u .. '-'t' tu-J,..~ men b) 1hc~r .lCh~"cmcnu. :and '"""Omen h~· 
l hC' Jn,c thC") ha\( tn'JlHttl"""" · 

P.~r.-rnuun r '.. \11ui'Y (,'wdc lor dw coii('Ji:C .1)(1: :md •t>ncc~ of Dc·\1 •11t's 
C:lro(lfJtru d e-arly <:n~.l)tt'"" \\llh th u h1~tut14,al rlcbarc: ;.~n•l u""nc-s tluv.·n e\
prc-s~ly in fmnt ot \\'cnhcunct'( crud \oluJMtur~. In cJ~ qudK-,\ pro.no 
uomel lucrlturc. clc,pttt fcfcrcnu•, .,, h~~c~pc.uc:. lJndcn. :.nd Sh.1" 31 

souru· m.ltf'nal. \ Vcrth t"IIIICr \ IH.:COJIIC) l ht' ma·a~r tcxl a~ourht w h1ch w tt!'\l 
tht vcr:H·ir~. ui I ~·~ Idle\ lilu• udapt.atitln. ( .oocc-stant~ tor the "'Ckopa1r.1 
)(t"MM(hlp :.rc: c:m.uurJJ,ttd Ln re.uJ \Vt"nhcimcr br:ftJrc rc~pontJing w the 
se~ .q~tC')ItOn\,1 J>3'(JAC' frllm TAe Ro,'lll ~Oiuptllaf) ;arC' ~tuuteci Cincl udm~ 
nutc-nm uf \\ ca~.1JI), n nd M:\ C"r11l \Ct.'ncs or < h,, ro,L I cri:z.auon' an 1 he fi lm are 
it~ ... ufi~J :u c..rryillj.t Ollt \.Vcrthcitllt'r\ cuurcplion nf e\t:nf'. Follow111)! rile 
h•Jt•>nc.a l mudd oftcrccl hy \Vrnht·amcr rn.1blc:-' P.u~•rnnunc'1 Suuly GuiJ~ lo 

tf<"SCnh..· CICUJl.UU \ J'OIHic.ll pulrt I( s ~u .ln t:\.tnt t)l~ ur the ""unhrutlcd Jrnbi-
11011 ul wHmcn 10 ~~u.un IX)Wtr .... end rhu.} lu ~~rdr.ldnh.' c.~nccmpor • .r)' .unxi
cue, .tl"lf tlll JUrblir ,-nlc" ft)r wnmcn/~' 

The OrtC"nl:lll"l .. uurturc"t u f IIH.Ininj.! wturh rt'fl,.rurc-cJ the rt'pft-'k'm a tit m 

c.f CIC"1_'J'-ICf2 from thr IHne uf chr l':Jpolt"'ml( camr'-•ign> m EJ!YJM. omd per· 
'•~ted rmu ~r \lnCrnJtl(" d t"ptCHf•fh m tht" \llt•rlf era uf the rarly lwcm.c-ch

' C"ntury. al .. o bnlstt'r thr. c~ p11. ""um o f c. tll lt:H'I 1)4 ''·' r) \cX:I.ll cunCL'riU i11 

" 
I >eMilie\ C/rop..ttfil. The hlm"t nut unJAC' ;, ofiW11 ... tunC" dro~\\ n h .• cl lak..

lurr;uns w rc·vc~., l t ht" .u wm hdwld rhc: m, ''" hn• "'.m~c tl1111 ... 1 dw .:ttt mco; 
~ ~~ .,, .. n IOJ:eltwr w conceal the prt'L t't lln~ ~rc·c ude. ( . lct~p.rlr.l o; o; tur~ '' t h u; 
(r • .uncd huth ,1> sr.c-ct.ldc .anJ .1o; JM'Ilftr.uaon ot the oncnt.1l ln)ltc.:nc;, Ht 
\\\muo. tur 1hc )toncs hnl vpcn ttl rcH·,.tl Cll'UI),tHJ Ill .1 .J, 'o("rt tuh.l 
1'\'.'I JX' tl{>tl t ~• :1 tntmumc. nt tmC"n:cl iu l•icrui(l>'l'h' .IIlii < lo ... r nn .un im.1,::c nl 
tlu: quct'll .... trnt, rcmwc .wd mnjcsti~.· in dc:.Hh. ~;nthruu\:d 10 tht n1yul 

1'11...r .. ~c- ;at J\lc'(Jmln3."1 . • • 

&fore C II"'£1{'Jtro, hu'-'c""'· nrir-n1..1h\nl b .. 1ci :th<".uly <-uffu~l DcM1Uc l 
cinrmanc pracucc., ;&) •• ntc.m~ tO mark nul O\•r iusf a new and troublin-" 
f(nnnanc tdC'nury. but nl\.0" nc.'"' nnd •rouhling c1hntc idenlity. In 'cc10r~ ,.,r 
1tv Arncnc;;~n urOO n cnmmun1uc~ u l the arly twentieth ccntuq. concern 

:.ho'llt !M ~'"'31 of new amma,:unu from ouutdc i::.uropc wa' ustmabtcd 

1o con<~rn ahum lhto lnt'rr-;~\.td puhhc 1uthonty nf "•lmen, illlc:r both \\crt' 
ccms1ru<Cil cc.ttmJiy a~ LhfC,Ih lo the C\j,cjn~ \.CX.J.tJ lllfiU,UrOn. f\•11h .. mc.xJCrt\"' 
.. , omen and new tmmiJ:r:lnU were olten h~rc=d cmcm:auc.ally tn or icntJirll 

aa ms.. As &he- coll«tJ\t' urh.ln Other. til<') we-re- W1 '" an rxuuc muc~n 
"'Cnc: .Jnc.f i'h.ar.tc:tc.rtJ("(I ;a~ haHnJ: ~ u~c for S)lliiuttc luxury o r dc:pr-;ncd 
sex. ' In the lirso !>"" nl l >cMollc'• ClropurnJ, rht- "IO'P""" <IU«n scdu«• 
l uhu.s CaC"af in Ak~Auclna .md che-n ~Htnt"1 I U RumC". \\herr c .. (',.1( is ,M.m
nmg: tc• dt,ur<c has Y.t(c C::.trurn'-1. '<'\ htmwolf up :u k1n;:. ~nd nul.c 
Cleop.o<r.> hu quc<on. lntcrlonkcd wuh wider .lo><<>un<> ol ):t'n<kt •nd cth· 
mcuy. f>t-~llllc'i rcpr~n•Jitttn uf &ht ortt'nt.,l qtMYn·, a rtl\ .tl u• Ron'K" ;.nd 
hct 1mp.~cc on aht' Rom:•n' h.ul.-. 'JI<tiAI holtt on urh~n Amcr•can audiences 
ot me I'JJOs tOt the t:nittd ~.tc) n .a wctct\ where" t·thnte u•mJWn.llion .a.nd 

' I 
•M011gt .tu•>O t\t\1 at tlw c•wc of n' ht,tun<o~l .-.n.l c uhunal lvtnuc"on 

In the R11m:on «<IIICil<C> of l>c~hllc'• Clto('lflll, • • the thnncr p;om 
(whach ~~rlt'l) sc.lt.uo~tl) cnmpatt1 cu "a modern hritiJ.tc m)tht"). thc JtO"iiJ' 
concerns l uhu~ Uc--..OH\ tumnrcd tll\uru· ami h"' tlt"'\tjlll\ tn cnn,c-n thC" 
republic men .1 mon..trch). Dunne; Clwpn~·,. cn\uanJ.t tnwnt-.I'JI prutt"'.on 
t hrough the i1fet"f.S of Komc. wht'n the ffK_IU' t.nnll1.1 r UIUj.!C"J ur lulws 

t :.rt'~M'll. Rotn.l n ~ult lrrr" nnrl ~·hanoi'• lnrmJlCh .mtl m.IJtlo;tcn.tl fiJJc~J ~•rc 
;tW1ftly iuppl:.nt«< by the hi7:lrrc nru4ic. hbck Qctcnd:anu • .&.nlm;~lt<OO()ftf:l· 
ph v. ;~nd unopa«< -Kd.-n ot the cnrhr(~l ~uu·n, "mcmoa •n•lienc:C" m: 
uti"r"tl rl" t>ppununll) tv 11.lcn111' "rth tlw Rvut.Hl 'ru'-' do; no .M.r~n " .hn 
h~"'c ch ee-•t.:•j thcil' H.utn:•n lc;adcr but vbKr''' ' tht.· .H" "·'I hi h 1ll f.szyptr-'n 
nustrc.s_, 1n hcmu'k'(l llilr tH't, In "'h~c.1ucnt )('C:IIC",, · '' tht" Mtt11MI1 h.at'h!l :nu l 

an the hvuK ol lulm" ( .._u·, .. H, flr,l thr ""n"ptro~lUr\ .antl then M.~rk ArHotW 
<''JUCS.S ,.,Juhly their :an\I(UC:S Jh.)Ut thr m.1h)ln mttucn<'cf now t'\.Crt111J.t 
rhcnueht~..: on C aeo;ar .wei dw nt) .11 l :n-~t". Hurnr . t hey prtttl;o;t. r :mu'n 

IW""•n"'c: .nl ttricnc.,l , il y rulc·d h) .1 frh .. IHJ' LlUren. Juliu ... C.1t""'· the)' \OIIl · 



pbtn, h.l\ l~n dorth'"'let('~tf~l ,Jnd matfc riditulous by ·• woman. In 1h<"~ 'l im 
IICt.)Utl"trcs. R t.1me 111 r har;lCll.! t'ilc•l U'l .t rcpuhli~o..m, ttl.lsculine world. whcr~ 
\\C.•mc11 .uc tlmn t-uiu tccl wivl, .anti nnly mtn h.nc poltllc-JI authorit\'. l'h-at 
w.,rld is pcrtc.ivcfl Ill be under t hrt~ll ft()JO che- tyran nic:.!, f~llllltHlC \\~ttrld of 
llAn••· whe n.: wc~•ncu :•rt.a rulers nf l~t uh the ,I.Hc .uu.J the ir mcnff.lk .M T he 
first hair' u( Oc~·lrllc\ Clroj\llro thu_, olt b oot .In extreme \C-rsaun of a c-urrent 
ft"ar tha t the MXi.J I (:lhnc ot mncJC"rn Amcric.1 '' cnd•mJ:tC'rcd. 

The lvng .. ;;ta ndi••J.: and w1ddy tJ i,'lernm.ucd praCtiCe of uuli:t;ng the vir
tu~J of the- Rom~n rrpubltc 10 undcrw:urC' ti'K" hcroum f,( Amcnt.l's f,;und. 
ing F•tl><,. .. enhances 1hc 'I"" '""''' cvrn1"'1encc 10 rrad the lilrn ·,appalled 
Reun~ms :1'1 hishHU .• II utt.~lt ,,(:t iC) fi•r thr oJd An,c. l c.-ari<tf'Cr.a~:y •)f America's 
ciho I'M•"'! rhratmcd lty tM ::arrh ~l ur .1n urh.,n Utbc:r/ • Set in a nr.iquuy. the 
u rl\ln Oohcr ,. rdij~Urt'd » furcign. dccn.lcno. :md d•n~~rvus .. 1nd • ny • •· 
te-mp• 1u masu :r the- d ay :u f'ft tOmcd to {;ulure. tiincc i:pt•cr~uor:s 4lrc;tdy know 
tlut Ck<'l"'""' II<JI<IJ.:Cf'" ,..,u not ""ccni-JulrU> u~r "•olllx >\W"i

noocd •nd eloc queen willlx r .... c...J '8'"'"""''"'1)' •<•lca. e the ciw. H i>IOfl(;ll 
;an..-.lngy thU) foster' :In h)'ptft boiJC .ut it·uJ.auon of ~c:nc.Jcr and t"th.nit cont\cn 
1n Ccrnl3o r.rttv n:'Kuc trl ~ ut' and .l Ct\ IIJuuun from ('(tfruptwJft. 

The >«<tn<l h.1ll of 0,\lollc\ Clroprlll~ muc"''" •nd then •ppear> oo 
rcn m\·c tht k;tn :.rut ul.u ctl 1n the f.,,, h.illt ronc:c:rm n)ot the cho~llcnJ!<" J.lOW:'d 
to er..du"on.1l j!'<'ndc:r role. h\ w .o<l><nt ,,( ehe :-4c" Wom.~n T he :\brc 
Antony who. In ~~ c.1rhtr Rc.en;tn ~ucnn·,, had butcrly prntr"S.tt'd t,h.;at 

huth C.-.(·\.ar an..J 1h'" Rt)ffiJO C:3~lr h td been trunn.l h) .t .,.,.oll\3n, ;a..od ~·ho 

h•d cvndu.k.l tho: hrSI lui( eo( the him '"'" • dcd•••uon oh.!t he ""''"' 
ul.t." \'cns:c:.ant-r tC•r ltomc nn chc f:JCYpc i:~ n, 1< h im"'ll \'anqui,hed br her. 
Through the m;c ur DeMille's visu.JI '~'}'ICtm of ubj«U\'C corrdOJU\('') ...... 

Anlony '' rc:JWt:"Knl('d il\ f:n~:ulftd ancl unnunncd by ,;a "uftun"<~ bod) m 1hc 
M"quen<c: where rhr kn.rnJn '' i!llll~ ( 'lt'up..u r.;. h..argc .u T .LfSU). \\'hen An
cuny cnrcu the fcmintnf: :ihi~ he Jl.l))(') I)(CWCC'n o Juublc line ,,f v.omc<n 
w;avi~ '\C.fl (an.s to rca\h w•thtn a ( ' lcofXUf.l who r«lmc~ h.:for~ ;a vuh;aic 
uu ' s o l plumc'l. l )n the: \ \ ,1)' 10 I)Cin~ K'XU~ IJy JXn'f''~cd by the liUttn-a 
"w•rgcuu' Jli<'CC u( l tncm :HIC c:uphcml'im'" tO\olvin~ clw rhythmtc chru)ung 

and n:rr.n.t m)! nt her •hip\ h.1nk.s ol ·~""' Amon} luo,c ... all the e:mblcm' 
,,( hi:s RonMn viriltty, n:.und) hi' ,,JtltC'r\ l1cltur1, h1~ huJ:C wo)O'It'•Hmh. and 
hi' uprig ht 'itJ ncc. 

'TtM- cnn"'·n ;m\t n.u r .. IIH" clnvc ut l:>t·Millc's Clnlf"llru l" ll' f rc1tttrc;o. 

Aruony rC.h'lllnn~ly 111 lullw,wftund und Clct tp:11ru (u ,, very trud ,uun.•ll y 
C4lllet·h n l ft..min inu y \Vhcn new' rc.u. lu~' 1\nton)' in Alcx:&ndr&J thJI 1hc 
Kum.1n' h ,t\ t' dt't'lart"d " "'· IR~ -.rrinJ:,. 1u utttnliiJ-n .tJ.:.IIn .L\ ~n lgszr~,hc 
Run'lan ,t.:cncr.al. ,,, thar rrcc:i~c 111VIllt nl , <.:h l lp.il r .l lulh U ) hc t kncl'S :JUcl . 
\\ ith rttf' r••rncra l ou~lfl):. tf.,wn •'n her. d t'd.lft' " 1'\'t' ,ern .t god come In lit~·. 

c , ,,.: Spedec'"el s .~ ,._.-c...,.., 

I
• 1 n I'm 0 , .. 1,.1111 n '"Ill'• Thrttuuh da.,lnguc. c.m lcr3 anp:lc, m no ongcr a quct . '"" ,.. - 1 

.;ami $:,CSlUt(", cinema srtt:el.ah)r\ wit n('U t h C Cl'llf'CJ\\C'riUC'J'II t)t \ ntOO) JUt 

( 'l<.:upatu\ ,ubml"tun tu lu\C" . ln 1h<" conc-IU\I&n)t ).«lltencc~ of the: htm. 
ci,Mopatra llQ \\t wvik~ uot in chc intcrc'u vf h.cr country ·"UI ol h~r.nt.w. 
The <ccond h:olf of n.:Mille'• ClroptJinJ ohu• tl,.ploy> • mtn<ll t>ty • .,,.>n rof 
the New \Vonun vnly tC) (fU'IIJIIl hC"r t"'C.ntu:all y Within rhc ~fc bounds or 

<"OII\'cntiono.l rorn:1ncc.1f> Oru.-t· ;1g:•in clH: mc"agc rhnt "uci:ll ordt.·.r coultl l~ 
cli-.rupu~<l by m<Air rn women'> d"ltll) w puhw:.a1 .'"~1 kXual tr(~d-.un '" 
rn><le more rhcroric>lly pointed by the usc: o( huton e>l analogy. The Ienon 
that N ew Wo men art d ansrcrr.us but d c: fc:Hnblc is lent a n ai r u f nuth (•rlly 

b 
, , ) I 

~·ncl ,·cncrahtlit) y 11'1 np(,;&r(nl .mti~IUH). 

Off-screen Cleopatra• 

f'11wic rcprcKnt:ltlon\ nf Clrup;atra unnol, nor wu ultl thq " ·'"' to, llnHr 
her <ign,tiancc to •he Clf)O\It-11 of lmpc:nalilm or l» tri;arch)'· The ctne:mat ~c 
~ rrulmon tnr dcrucctng Cleot~u r;l hn' uften cln~etl w11 l1 t he clefe:11 of rhc r'lrt
cntal qu« n. hut. :u lhc gmc umc, 1l h~" lin~crcd luHngl)' O''cr her auro~c
t>Ons. Thusi.X:\Gllc• Clrof'lltrir lunlikc <.iuuzono\ /lfgrrontomo r Clcr>JVtrJ) 

1, framt-cf a< the ~tur)r o( cht• t.Jllto"Cn, nuc lwr l{f•rmm "Plllmcnu. ll1e dmrac .. 

tcriuti<Jn uf Clrot'-'"" thr .. u):h u>tonJ: • .lioiO)lu< and ~:r-ourc_: c.nlcr.> work 
.and hghlllljt. often mutC"\ .uuhent( wl('"nllhCJIII(W'\ ~M~ her. • In l-~ barf!.C 
\C."({Ucncc. fur exam ple. Dr~hllr\ '"R('tnhr.;~nch ''YI(' o f hltn .u~ .. thc:ur' p ru
' i<ln hi)lhh~:hocd cl<»c·ups ot Ckop;auo\ IJ« "' w< >r< m.odc prwy to • 
.-1"' cr rlouhle hluff by who<h >he cntcruononj!l) >e<IU«s a gruff and noovc 
t\ntonyJ' ;\1 the en<l of cht film. cmtrec;\cr. H< cl.t'~Ctl( worltlt\ left '." Slh'" 

p<ndcd onun.mon •• DcMollc's c. mer~ '"'" ly ,.,.,cdc:, ~rom ehe \lsuolly 
opulent im•):" of a motionless I:.J01>tWI quccn dothcd m full PhoraonJC 
tO'irumc emhr..lncd un lu)Ch in 1ht ruy:.l pnl.tcc: l~n~1th a gtant w tns.tcd 

•ur•b. The cl.,.u<< of Ckof'lllrv (I'H1l rc•uls an u .dcnt conflict bctwccn 
the film's narrative and .O)hSIJC rod<> DcMollc'• dosuocti•c v"u•l sty.lc on 
thi" film ••• , in m:tny ur hn; ra rlif'f tilnn. (()" Ji.siJ uf furnl'lhlng ridt dcl:ul< uf 

jtl:unnmui cOSJum~ :and decor. ~nd in fiJtUrinfE; the ~cw \\'um~n :;u Mnclf 
.,. ~utli\'C specraclt. often throus,th ruu~h,uc m~nh o.f n:.rnt~\ c 'ld''~ 
th~tt pcr11111 voy(urt!'ltit• :t{fC"S< co h('r d rc~'in).:, n' rcdmm,: 1n lu>ounnu"' ,,u ... 
round tnJ,:.\ t The hi\toric.ll ntm 1n\ tlC:\ :1 }..~t\\k«d COOJWYK:t $t.1ZC: .lh~t \ I(U

:a lt~ :appropri3 rcs chc commuc .. htit"~ ,t,u\\ ra'ool"tlnt t h~ film ;t.n<l. ~··u·assJsl tt.•lly 
:1ppreheeu h. chc un:l)tC of the- \\Htnnn nn 'IC"ft't"H ,,, .111 tdc~•l vf tC"mdlc Uc:.wty 

.ami ot ;l tUO\UIIICf I tiC '~1\l C'.:"\ 
Scmhc:~ 4,1 ;\ 11w ru. ,1n rnu,unwr 1. uhure h.l\ t• •I r~'~ n ~'' tcntHJil h 1 :t l•ru).tft"'· 

'1\C' r i~hle'ninji! \,r the lf'ttUt l 11<'1\\ \'t'll tl ~~.: ""l ilttci ~ •n' n f Hollyw•liod onC'ma 
,UILilhc ,lr().lrtmcnt .. tort' thrf.KIRh th<· ""r••ml .m,llluul d cr.adc' of 1hc t wcn 



VI 

1~1 h (~lltUr-f 11\c.- fi lm rr-;.U1lc:' ('.Unl"' IC'\ runction (llltht f:.mOU\ phra'l("uln)t)' of 

( .h.ult--~ l:.ekc rU ·'' ,, lwmg d1spl.1) \\ indnw rK'rupiccl h)l nmnclou\ rtMfl 
ncqums. Hollywood tilnu 'hn\\ca~~~ fJ,Itions .anti furnuhaMJ!\ tn a C(•n,mn 
'"'- .ub)a:t Lor~:d• em·~~ u lnruk, "I>CC the tilon >ntl ret>~ ondu,oron 
\\tfc a ... "~rc, an th( 19:!0.. .md 19{()s. th...c \VOCl\('n Y.C'fC thc pnmal) rnuuv;a .. 

lor; n• nncnu .nccndancc .1ntl th:u thl'Y m:H.lc ht·lw('('O C1Ahty and ui nt't) 
pcrccm of alit'"" hnsc:s for fnmil~ mt.'• The DeMille •i•unl \lylr, in both 111, 

<Ofoi«IK"S_ and hu lmtoncal epics, os regarded a> on cxcmpl•ry mod<-1 of l hc 

tommoddlcauon of '-IA<'m.:a .tnd chc ~ohritatioo of .. <"nnJunx·r g2zcP 
The Clrot,.trn n•rnti•·• ootdd •cry .... Jy submit to'"'" D.-M~k trcot· 

nlt>nt. In her tt:atlltion. CIC"'p3tn w ;a\ .1lrc:.dy a 'uprcmc cmboditnc'nt o1 
Woman r 11g:uw•ot· rcd 2s ~UC'II\e sprcude.. Ei~nual lopol Inherited from 
Koman-oricnlt"(l 1UUfC'C'$ ind ude her exposure t O J\.llius Cac .. ~tr rrom inr.it.fc 
~ CM['IC'I and her sdf-prcsc.•m::auon as Aphroc:lictllsit to Qtlract Antony's 
Oio.>ysuYO..on>.., Such acroont5 of the queen provodc lmtorio.J ju>t1fica. 
~ ~or film >nfucn= where • "'"'""" pooa •clf-consdously for the ad · 
mmauon of a m.Jie, on ... Kr«n aud1~nce. (illustroauon 4.5J Furthermore, the 
uncnt~ l mise·t!n•Ktn~ fCtllUtf:d ror I he cine:m.uic reprCKnt2tion of Cleo 

f'latu had alreo~tly ~n uultud aJ a rcc.ul su-.atcgy an dcl»runent .stores car· 
licr in the century. ilnd had gaancd a renewed mOOashnC.!Ii t'ltc:r sinCC' thr 

d 1><01 cry ofTum nk.ham•n'< tomb m I 'Ill. alter which American ;tnd Euro
jXatl nurkct~ "<'< flooded for some years with • vaJI orray o( Egypcoan· 
oung tkStgns. Fumed within a «:>nwmcr ~u. Ckop;otn •nd the Ori.-nt 
undergo a slol>p>gr >n si~:nilicorion, By a mct onymoc pro<l'J>, they supply 
~~ohowc::~:~cd produc·t ~ and those tic:c.l iu oCf«-r<·cn wath t he shtcn of a my~u:ri· 
Hru :.~ nd ,·cncr..~bJe crouci~m ~nd luxury./111) For the con.tuming .SJX"Ctator. 
mutC'f}' of the ()ttc:ntmvohn not cxru~O.ot1 but cnosumpuon. 

In thc_l_9 30\. ht)Ond the ca nenu K f N'n . by a m:\i)I\'C "'JlJl;lr.llUS 10 lie: ur 

CtlnlfHOdtliCS wuh p;~rticubr fllms." In cmcnu shops a.nd other rc:ta1l OUI· 

leu , ('~~bcn/Cin>p;otr• " ., <l<'l>loynl tn >ell a r>nJ:c nf prooUCis <och ••lur<, 
C'1J(.UC:Ur:s~ shoe ... and S<.Qp. Press l'K ~t Jk\ \uppJied b) Pnr-amounr to th(';Ucr 

111.1fl.l~as suggcr.trd W<J)'.S or cxpJrUIItllo{ tic> in.s WICh ( ICJXlttlllC'IH SIOrt.•.'l, nne 
\Ufh ''ud1o pre-.. , rclc~. \UppJit:d tu ucompan) the Bnu~h c:xhliJttion nf 
('/-of\1 tm. DOlt'< I 

Tl1c Hf)ellln~ nf tt1r .1uuunn lit\ It" ~a.-tn brin~s imn l'rt•rnln<'n« fh(' new ~n·lf' 
.I((C)VJria \\hu•h lldir~itdv rctllt'ct th~ "'( l~rn·muhf th,., is \0 pronnll('fll 

thuKtjth.ol.lt :til thC' ~nun\ f.ttihton,.. All u\("f b1)tbnd. l~din)t .. 1ora: :uf" 
prirunl w n1'''"'' thr rK" t .. wflcur it"w"<"llrr • .:.nd uth~.-·r ·cko1,;ur~- itrm(, 

\UCh .:a~ bd~' hrltc. rc;.nJ...Ch ancf rt~JttUt" cue-., :u"KI <•,..turnc ;ewdlt )' 
•luch ;arc- fw-tn,: uuck b\ .J ('(W'•f'C'r.lllnJ: rn.tnuf.xturt'f "! 

99 

WA IIU 
WILLIAM 

Wloo• 
Ul IIIli 

4...5 POUTr .ad\ntnin.,: Ch-udrnt (~_,u~n in Ckopwtnl (19H).(Phowgr<lph (mm rwivat~ 
roltno ... .-.(M,,.. W!-k•.l 

\Vomcn in the "udicnces of DeMille's hbtoric-al f1lru wc:rc: thu~ encour-aged 
to 1dcnu£y wuh the Clcop.1tr01 un \C.rttn Qnd to can·) ovtr thac tdcnulicmon 
imo chrit ''' c\ uut,iclc the c ancm;a thro-ugh rhc purrha')(' of C:leoJ'ilt ra J:,owns 
a nd o1hcr ""t)'lc .accessories ... ~~.' Such rC"it"ndflc~llion' c.un.st itu1cd •• u~cful ,·chr· 
de lor soculazang c1hnic21l) tll\cnc: spcct<ltOf"s tnco '"'2 more h(JolllllSt":llCOU~ 
r~tMH'I uf ct~~wncn.-.... To th.it ~tnd. the fuCUf("\ u( the actrC"'\ chtncn tu 

play Cleopatra, Cl>udcnc Col hen, :on here more dt»dy w clonunont A mer· 
k;•o convcnu(ln~ tn t (emalt lx:11UI)' th.tn to cho~c rcqulrcd of an uraem.,IJ,cd 

utb.1n Other. Both the flhn's drc:gcsn aruJ ('()n<~.umtr rct;.uling. huWt'\Cr, ma r .. 

kctcd:. tr:adrttOna.lly contta\NI fcminullt)' (.,, the qu«n m d h<-r \)X'Ct.Jtors.. 

1nc: rurrt.UI\'c" n: .. u lorion of lkMillc:') Clropatrtl and the: C\.U.• ' lnf"tniiU( 

consumer di)CuurKS rh..u surnttanded the filrn deny the quttn .&Ol pu(mc:.al 

.tuJhoflt)'. An) ;,nc1t'f21 conccnn chc fc:nMic SJ'C'CfolWt mar tuu• ;arc dd-kctcd 
onro :.n 11\ICn\lriecl concern w~th her own l~y nnd the nccrl h 1 JrC'~) n nnd 
shape: it 111 line wath the .lt n,,lndtnJ! rc.'t.lllit t'lllCtWI .. (the oric:m:.d ,lllnmor of 
1-lollv""fldtL'"' The Roman {Ufl~Lit.S.t" thJt con\umcu ffiJJZ:bt m.el..<, ttunk~ w 
the: Lkt,.'XItU ~\ lc :3(CCS""'ttn d\ot''4 an buy. bcl"•n)t rurd}' tn che ,Jt ... n.ain ,,f 



,........., .. _ 
rom::mcc.' If OMI03 i'l a *t«hrw•l~y o( l:t'nckr. •.: him pwduction .:md 
t·xhibuivn 3r~ not \uthnul tht'.r ~ro.t<lo•u· .. .-tntl c<Mnrfc\ihc~. The rurrlti!Ci\Y 
code.. usu:ll srylc. promouOfUl lttc-r..-tu f't' • .1n.l markn•nt: m-.t~ U!oOCi-
••od wiolo Dc:l!.llc\ Ckop<ltN do nr~ n«.,..,.,;~> otTer a ronml<nl lrwon in 
~ender poluics f; ,, 11)30') America. And. envucd to re<.~d fC'mintnity ~' .. 
mode of ~lf-thc;~ukalat..:nton. it w.a' ;~JWOil$ open to \ •cwcn of t..M film to 
~.cJcnowlcdgc th trcby fcmlntnary\ C"on\lructtdn<'!l.S."" 

Si mil:orly, the infamou1 Clr!I(I<Jtru rck~K<I in 1% ! by lO.h CtnlU!) , fnx 
oiT<rs • hcoerogcncmu set ot •ppmpnaoons nf Roman hiJlory. • conflin.ing 
atr:ly or (t""~n.s 10 gendc-:r pohuc<. and n rgngc of dtfTcrent ldt:ntificaliun' :.lS 

".resuh of the compctin~: <li""'" ""' of, fnr cx.tmple.ohc film\ dieg.,is ond 
v .. ual st) lc, associ.llcd ncwsJl'lpcr puhlicity, •nd '"'"'" pr«s rd.-• ..,. and 
rromotiorh. In tht" c:asc of Pox's Clro/lillfJJ, rvcn the dic~e~i~ usc(( is no1 a 

very swblc entity. 'l'n• film li nnlly cli<rriburc•d by the " uJ io 111 1963 w.><" 

>ulm•ntully em vcroion of thoo '"'li'"""Y m.nlc I>) ''"' diTCCim J"'"'ph I_ 
~bokic" ic;,.. ~l:mkicwic~\ Cl.rr>p.~uu •' fli-W:IH~ to ha.v~ l~n cc>ncci\•C'd ns ~1 
r~-.ponst' (0 l)<'~llltt·'~. one m~rc suu cd ro tht' ~K"inl and polidtal d un2tc of 
the c;orl~ 1900s. A ~l'cnu progum from the lilm\ rharuy prccme<c cn Los 
t\ngdcs (held on 20 June I<HoJ) open• wnh n quotJ intn from ohc hiwmnn 
An hur Wcig•llth>t lughlo~:ho, the dcffimtcc lll'mccn •ncicnl ond •nodcrn 
cudcs of be hono r. In" boer SC'<'tt<>n ron the hl<h>f) an<l lcgcncJ of Clrop>lr>, 
ohc progr>m dcc:l.un; 

Mode-n' ...cholu-,h•r h.h ~ ro,tcthorr .. ruJOfr.ahk ttwrrrn:-tat....,. of <"'.( ,...__, 
th3r hx :tKil )C".HI h:wl l<~f.t~urcd the t m-»_11n.U1cln\ ..,( pl o~~~ )'wr-i~hh, bto,t1•1 

p~n .• ntrtdub. { :O. wt..-i<kr-.. bfv Aherrd nuw '' tit<" 1,.1"'''' u.;~Jti!C'r •H•V\ of~~ 
as -,he- tcmpunt .. r 11\c Nile-.. • lkauhfuJ ,_nd 'C"Jua.-.«'. Lkop.atn ~.u. hot 

~ w.:u. :tiW) ~ hC'rc-dtUf) I UI("r. a w• .. nan •" nrc lpUtl and c-mu~J.!"· (ut

ll)()polit~n :a•td y .. , "'' 'pt'ntitk...,, 'fl 

As the fltm'" hi$wnclf ma\lt·r·tc•xt , \Vcrr~unrr\ dcptltittn uf d rnyaJ vulup 

wary JS itmson~tl in r;!\'Or ltf .I fC'tur n h> \\'ci):JII'~ l,.,huc..al \ I\Hmuy. In the 
cl,m.liC" u( 1h~ c;arly 19t.l~. ( 'lcupal r.a '•~t•ld t'C' dcr•ctC'(I more romlurtoabtv :.~ 
:.t wom::m ••f comutc:r .. hlc pulielr:~l .uuhuri l), .lnd her \'t5ton uf world u;UI) 
trop~t"d oprx•rtund) tn •he: rh(toril of the Unienl N:UI(m~. 
Fc::•r~ lor th~ dlcCii\cOt "' of the l ' N were cnn.M.Imlv a ire~ cluring the 

ttJ5Qs and (',lt)y J 'k,U~. ;h i1 f.uJed t O rt~•-.l h· thl' f•ruhlt Ill\.,,. ,Hl cnJunng 
,·uloniaho;m .:111d ,) tt~IHinutll ,'t .ult.tJ.tnlli<em htt\H•cn N \TO .wd cht.' \Var'-tw 
P.aCI. T he: dccuon ot l'rnu.lc nt Kr nnt'4l y in l'~rt.l• 'Ct tnt"tl, w some 1\nh ,. .. 

c'.u\S, to h•·ld t•UI the hCJp<' .. r nn ,·ml h• 1hc t · ~ld \V,.,, hu t co n, ronLtlion .. 

l~et wccn 1hc Unt'c'' State! :tnd tht• Sm'14.'t Uuum {hllliOu('cl u n.llldtetl.~" 1\ 
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I I. f \I k '\\tn 's (.' fMI'LJ/111 tct.&lcd I'Hd) ;J tt nhule"~ tu lhC' "'rccnp ;1v nut en~ ••r .111 K: . ~ ,- ... 
· 1 .. 1 J.J\ "-cnn<<h' In ,ur,n·· Jir(':UU ~ cit·""' nptH•n ••I 1 'k t-1\"-"'nl _., .an or\ . ~· 

inJ.! h~~tllfa~C' ul ,. ~cnc :u Alf,.an.kr·t cumb-. t:_kt,tl.illr.-. .-u cmpt' tu J»c,....uack 
h tlm, ( .iu.ar ,,( chr mt"ri" 11t Atr,dntlt"t·, )!f.ll1t.l dcSIJ!O that ~'H:rc shnuld 
:HI'< uut ul the p;at'"h''urL. .~ c•,nquc,h. Ofk \\-Ocld . .Jnd nor ot one : ·orld •• 
u OC' M.lltHO, t'II\C JlC'VI~C' un c.Uih II\ llliot In p--Re.'" lll~ ('h;ar.tCIC'fi7;&114Jn uf 

( 'I<'HI..;:u r:1 • .-. "',1 lotnl ,.f Hc.auur Rnn\.t"\"Ch C~ Jl(i'·atcd by th." ideal of om: .. 
,. .. rtJ 0 0 11,-. "" •rl"rcntl) "o•en 11ghd,- through the onjrlll'll film shoe 
hr ~bnklC"'-' ic-1 .. Ahhnu~h ~htS \'ISit iOJr~ cl .. ·ut"k3Ua rc:~ppca~s Nldly. ' " 
~1 ,111c t.•f lh(' ,wdtH\ prn .. rdt'."C'' :11HI in premiere prnJ.:r~ams. l.ulc s~r\1\~~ 
ol •1 coherent pohuc.\l dKj.!UI'J in the him wh1ch w..a\ hnally cxh~bated tn 
L4)ttt'"' Murl"' •,·cr. wh.11 lm1r dtd ,ur\1\C It!' .a) 'J\\otmJX..l b) the: film " bl•xk · 
h11.,rc:'r pn Hi tuli,-.n \':1luc~ an•l hy c!CI I J eincm.ll tC publicity conccrn tn.£! the 
q u>hty ol the him\ 'J"'CI>de Jnd the hie >tyJc Ol liS f~nalc >t:tr. 

\ ma'-' uf <XIT:•·c1nnn.uir dhcnur\("' bcg,• n to accumul;uc :.:~ rou nd ~tan 
kicwic£.s Ckop~uru lrm~ hclorc its rclc".sc. as rhc tll m wa' i n prod uction on 
;ontf nff tor olmost owo yc>r>. Shoorin~ bcgon in £ngland in Ocrobcr 1'161. 
;uHI c-ulmin:Uc-il 11, thl" 1m,) uf ~ml<' fl, c rm11iou dulbr). :t changr nf c.tircctor. 
~md n scriuu' 11lne"~ fur it .. hiR"n:lm(' 11t:t r, Eli1:tbc1h T:l)1lur. In Sep1c: 1~ 11X::r 
I ' '<J I ~ with a. 0('\\' c.ltr« ·tor ami 3 new -.nc nulhun~J.nll..r Contr.u:t nr got•,uc•tl 

rot Ta\ lur. \hflntin)t fC"\lO'rlnl in lu·l~. H a\ in~ fa iled tO meet .. prc,~mg .. IU 

.__li•• t l~dlint• •tf tun<' l1Jl~2 lvr '-~tmplcdc.n. the hln1's producer WJS hrcd :md 
th< hcJcJ ot l·o\ n \ljtl\t'tl. Fuull\, umlt:r d~ Juthof nv oi :t new lorud~o hc1· 
:1 c·un'l,l("r,1hl)• e1l11nl \rf,Hftl ctf M.mkft'\\i(l\ Clt"'CJftil!tfl w:" prctmcrnl Ill 

luew I'H'd .c Th rc •lt~h·•ul 1hl\ pcri,Jd. ~Hth CcnLuq•·Fcr< led huj.tt' J mouu l'o 
rM ,1~u1l .Jht'tllt thf' producuon procc~s mto ma~t~ZIOC'S .and ncWSP'Jpcn 

v.htc.h. frum c;~rl) I'H•!. al""• hrgan h• hll ''nh rum'''" =tbout an .ldul.h·ruu' 
atfoor hct"ccn 1.,. 0 nl ohc hlon\ prinrop>ls. ~.J,ubcrh 13ylor •nd Rtchord 
Burron. 1M .\lotton l'uTu." llrrw/J tnr .!6 )unt l%i thu5 tbun('IJ .. tlt"\ef 

hdhre in MCMiuf'l renurc ht\tOr)'. rc-tl\AI\5.• ha) .I film come (0 the publtc wuh 
a @:t"Cdtcr dcJ,!fC"C' nf t<tp('ct.ulc. ' dun 'Cioop;ur .1.'... • 

In the I(H1Jt ;and (chd)· o~lN:"tv~ uf ..1 him un which 10 pet! an advcrll<tn~ 
c.HnJ'il•JtH, ~t~h ( :.c-mun Fu~ \uliC"ttctl cnn~umrr intcrc:•t \ luf"iOJ! t~roltduCltHn 
fhrnu,gh the fi tlr UlUJ!C ol T:l)'lor. Sur im .t):C1. $UCh :.-. T:aylor s.. h.u1 .10 

im
1 
.. ,rc.nr tuno,..n an ch< u-on•Ht\\ uf H ollp'•'ncl in the 19~h. .;and l ')f.,.h.. 

11,(' tilm 1u.1r\ 1wr~1n;a C"Uic-rctl inlu Cl(t rnclncm.ll1C Ctrculauon. m studtO 
puhttcin und pwmumm. llf'\-'fl.lpcr; Jnd nuJ,:nZ&nC\, 1n .-.d,·cru"iCmcnts. vn 
t.ul'-> :a~d cdc\ mun r.al\.. 'he'""· thC'n cununu~ mtu che film-. ahcm~h'"' 
and suh'-4·ttllcnl tnuunctu.u ~ un thtm. l nu)t<'" o f lcm.t1~ 'it..tr ... c:spec•.lll). 
were t:;t.plo&tc:d hy 1ht 'Cudi<•Ci nnJ the a'i~•.K'Mit•d rLI.ulu)~ m•lu,rrle' .... ~· 
nlcan') ·H -.dl1ng t..,hio n :uull'llldliiY pr ndu'-1 .. Rcpr<"\.C'Illattun~ ul the''"' s 
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'"'PJlO"iC"t.l f""'""M\alaq ;and hfr '')I~ were Ofjlt;ln.,«J .uuu1kl th( tl\C\ of um
surnpu<H\, sucu~,._ anti \('!1. T hr nar \\<I\ .al\4, clchncd. pu.Jdu\lt.llly, as 
bcin): buch An e~tr.lordm;u") .uttl ,.,, otdmary iuc1ivu lual. ~~ thac ~he n11ght 

lxcnmc J mnc ld ttf be:nuy and eonsmuprinn to lx: ami t~necl, on " h u mblt-r 
,r . .Jc. by renders ot her un:igt<. S1muh.ancnw"ly. 11r.lr)•wood sttu, it~" ~true. 
l ured lhC' una,~:("" of r.hcar , ,_." in t"!l.tra-<int m.uic tr\tl a~ a vtiHdc tor de· 
tCribinJ.t fortht '"nmg film~s ~n in \Uialtnn ru rrarlrr1 to cntrr a he cim:tn:. 
"hC"rc the) mas:,ht t'Cp:"CI In\("(" ri\QK" lmJJ:C"' Yl\ 1dl)• rnanC'd.~ 

An •rt iclc in •n tdioinn .,r ID,o(ur from I'H>l. ·'" ""'l"niod by photo
graphs nf hltt.ol..-rh TaylrJr buth tlr<'""' ' in hisoortcnl ch:.rnctcr ourl in <c>me 
"001\·CtncnHI coif).'' •lefincU rht! nnr's imnJ.tc in lt•ruH nf' a .. new <.:JcnJXIIr:• 
<umplcx .. : 

C le()p;ltrl. at the hciJ,tht uf hN fa_j(inar ion ;mt.l I'U" C"r, u •lrd ""'ill, C:.o.u w 
.Come "htr<', rhc r«:urd •l•<•w,, her pou:nt.. \•ol;uile dumn1 turnffi the wr 
pop t.lct::.tletlly f.llt'Uistl. Her t"X JX'rict•f~. in fact, Wl\t quite the rt vcrlo(' n( 

Clcop.athl Tuylur"11 .•.. TcH.o\u Clcop.unrhe Rum.mJ ~t·f'm :~nythi na: but ho. 

til~: lht'lr dc'\IJ,tncr• .if( plnnm~ 'W)rnc noc ... too-hrt)tJdy Clcu dothr\; thC' rapcn 

.;IIC ruJI u( l.r7, 1nd the (}ucocn t.f lhC JI.:.IC" cnrffurc U n be (cit :11 IU\1 I\ f:t r 
I'\Orth a,. P.llt\ ••• Tt• 0111 fh.allcn~:c•. Mt~ T .. ylur ,,,<'"fOb .an on I•JCo~t-.~n 
rmwnrr rl\;u\ tii'M.Iplmccl .:.nd duc."C'I. Off·KI "''c'11 :.' l.tJl)t!licl :u A dlC'C'IIIh, 

rTI.t XIJI!J,. t. tl ltkc. :11 lu:r Vi,t Appil• vill:a Wllh l1cr hthh.uul, •1ttc:e d uld rcn. 
rc .. ur ~U).t~. 1\v'' !'>uun~ fill"• 'lf'pin,t ch :llniJ)!tJtnC hy the pool. lc-HUIJ: th~ 

wt.nlt.l t'tNnt' " ·' ht;:r-and it ' '' ~'~ 

lly n>c>ns ,..r ·'" cfi,ion lwow«:n the Ell)'ptian 'IUt't'n and the Hnllywr• o<l 
tilm '~l:tr. T:\rlor mhc-ru) C tro(lollr.l\ comm:lm.lmJ! puwcr. her •mmcns.e 
r r-.lcbrity, und her le)(endory I ole ~tylc. T he do,tlllfl.tgnc <tnd cite I""'' c.tkc "" 
lh..: fabulou' qu.dity nf Clt.:op.ttra's haru.1ucl\ h>' v~rruc of bems.t ·utcd :u ;a 

Hum.on ""·'· T he; IJnj:or "' ,, dt<etJh .tnd the ~"""HI a r.n r<CJII the •nimal 
icon<tJ:r:rph) uf Ph,u.Jnmc l:.s;t)pt Jncl hull ac a fcr.JI sexuality to ro:uch rh:.1 
:u rnbutrcl ln the- mient;~l t t llc,:en . IJ•$solvin~ the huuntbrics btE\\tcn hi.stmi· 
Cdl ch:n.tcter rtnd hlm sur n uu:1t.lcrnhl)' enriches 1:t)lor\ , t:tr tm .t)(C an<l. by 
cxtcn~iun. ll1l" (;"h•u ns she prommct., it) wel l :u ~4"1h4'1UOA intCft'.\1 iu lite rlu· 
'"'c hlr-n where the "new Clc'tlp.UrJ, .. It nuy IK" ~•"umtt.l , w1ll acr om .- Uthc 
r \tr:IVU)tJ ncr .tnd cxcc.\5 of aht ultl. 

!u rumm' hr.-,kr .ebuut 13)·1•\r') a«~•ir wi1h liurwn. howC\cr.thc rht-tnri< 

nf .:~n id<'nllt' ' hn W«ll :.t.ar .-nd i:.)r..') ptun <:] Uttn w.h c\plor~d 10 other «'~tl a 
dnt:Ul MH. h:' \ ' ' without .111~ nllrmpt 1u prummt ~1~mktc.._,,ict\ ( '/t!(Jf\lff'fl or 
II '- .ly .. uci.ltrd n tcn:h.•ndt~otn,z. On th<'"C tt~.t.hl4111', 3 n•rrc~puudcmc \\JS 

nh't·ncd nut iust h~·twt"cll rlw 1.1\lln.&Uon ot the- 'IU-c-rn and rite, him $l:ar 

1 0~ 

who \\U nO\\ playinp her ~"· hur abo lKtwc:en th('lr rc.:'Jl«ln~c SC'(ual rd.•· 
rion,tur)\ wtth thcu 1u"C''>· .An ar-ttde in ~Amv Rwutf'J.t llllorraU'J o( 2 
fanu uy 1~61 noted ll:lr •• llc:l~ :•t lcn ,Rth. 

M< )\o' ~ ~. ( JF "CLF.OPATRJ\"' curi,-,u ,. c.uc c.l dcstil"')' :n work. Film no ¥,.. 

1,mdC'•"'·'Y :&J{"o~in 11 ftcr )('tlcs of 2pp;alhnJ m1sha~--c.g. nc=-.. r-d-cath d 
Fl11.lhrth 'l'.lylor.lu" uf S~.(Q).OOO. \Vhy ¥~U unlucky r roi«t "Ol :ab:Uldoocd 
;lhHj.lC:Ihcr) Re~~m. f.l itlxd' Ta)'lor fal.<'d tV ph)' t:teorutu. r;~r.a.llds ln hfc 

.,( owv ~itls >pooky.. 1.17. ALSO Ft lUNO NEW RE\.F.NT. Al<a mon 
whc.,•• w 1ft was J>:ml)lUfl of '1\Hlll)' dnntr~UCII)' . &Idle Fi~h<-r. P.arty boy like 

AniHU)'. Left ware. moarricd Liz ... L\o4h que<ni acc-u.~d or itcoallng husband 
frnm niu wife. Lix rcpl.cd: '"\V~t am I supposed rn do.. .... k ham to go back 
ro twrJ"' ~~ra v..'Y"--Id h~ve s;:akt ~~ 1o01l'TW". She aod Laz. :uc dustc Othc.
Woman. C;~n't help it. Mcnbolism . 

Taylor. at the time when she was. muking Cl.fOpatra, ~~as ~lready no~orio~ 
fcu· bdng ~~n to b rc:ak up the ~rri.:tgc between Edd•c Fashcr 3nd [)(bbic 
Reyn""''· whooc ><•r imogc w•s that of Amcnca's perfect young ,..;f,_ TM 

3ssim11.u~n of the him stu to lvr film character now pru,·u.ks an opportu 
n •t)r en equate Clrop;llr~\ ent icement uf AniOO)' from Ocu.,·iJ. bathcu~ll)' 
w a1h Taylo r's p:u1 affair.~~"' Bu1 it also p<'rmth ;~hint at a frcJh ~xual scand .. l, 
for the :ut idc concludefi b)' insinuaung t.mr.thzanglr tha t there arc yet mmc 

p..tn•Uch to cvmc: 

But Joe,. stnliJI ,Qot(( o( ( "IC"'J"'tr.l "Ahi~pc'f t fl IJL at night aero ... ~ me (Cfi(Ur-~ 
"'Vr1u rc:-.1ll) cun rule thC' y,CJrlJ. Get;;~ b . .uj.tc! Roll ) OUnc:lf JO ~n Ur~ntal rug 

,11ul hJ\C at :ocnt tn .• : Out whuJ M~'lY FASCIN:\TIN(i 1)f~.,1lMlt1ia Hut 

00 ,r,ncC'rn c.f ~holarly wurk. St.cl.. tc) ;., .... .._ Future will fC"\C'.JIIhrm in own 

cu.w. 'lt~C:ci put :.1\MIC' unlt1thcn. 

Mttrc C''<phdt arn.l cl~laile«'l r-cpons of the affair between To1ylor :and 
llu n nn then poured furth in the Furope-.1n :tnd Am-cnc;an prc'i.s frtm'l r.arl) 

l'i()l. 1\y one spring. 2lllh Century-Fox lwl become concerned whether ><><'h 
'"·"'i'c .~rwl pchi~lcnl prcs...~ antcrcst wuukl provtdc ~ood box-ofhc< return$ 
or e:ncoun~c the Am~raan publJc IDJtcad IU hoycon ch< film on its C'etll~l 
~lc><e.' Both the "'"'pi~ ~nd the film !iC'I "ere bc-iq:cJ b-. rhc "or\d's 
I'"" In • lrncr <btctl i lunc 1%~ l"h"h was publuhcd '" 19<>3 in • col· 
lcctC\1 t'tli1iM cnt11lcd 'f},, Clropatra PUfVTi). the Fox pubhc-i'' '-=athom \\'ri" 

wrUCC" tn h1., cnll~~•g.u._. 1.1cL Umc.lsL~ nu '"'' "uch ·• prci~ "'tsit to the 6Lm's 
\IC", .uuln;a Kl ouh~tlc Rt"nc: 



.'1\ftn lutKh lllC"t(' ¥.•on ~ ~on hut clu,tt 111 \CC'nc' '" w hKh \uhllfl\ ,fi\H.-f« 

lw~ wtlf" th('r lbc t.uluun ... tl'k rune-- M, prod . .umt.ns: i t thr~ 111-n. ~ rn the 

tnullltu•l"" P.enh t-n;.,.u:v: the- "'"""J: ,, ,,.. mC"mtjl!bl..ftH11tmt"'·"J·''' C'utn 

.l M'¥1 pcno:t(J, t_hc.rc \o\t'IC" f('}tfC:tUh.Jc- f4Hlll"l.lt .... n rh .. n tht ~)Ull u( Vl("\110 uf 

~1111111~ up the- prt'~s--rt-~re~th:-1 '" fmmthc r uriLotn Fu\ \k"-'l";itH, h 111 nur 

J:uu.l~l llJ.t I '"'Jle'Ct HJ l11c box .... n,u·. It i11, in j,,,. •• lhout C' \C."t>' !o4:mc:. ,1 ,, .. ,,, 

rcc-ull~&fl )' ;uulm.41c111prt,.:h1C'"UC\n.'" 

PrO\ trlt"tt vn ;;('I with su<h ~lnri<•u'll)' nc.11 ccmnccttvn.s t)(lwccn J<rutun his· 
tot) .and 3 motkrn x-1: K:-ancbl, the prc-'1 c.onunucd ro ligur~ thC'tr .-ccounts 
uf chc l;.)IOf'JUurtt~tl .affair in the rarr;n;&.J.t~nt tc-rm.s of .t C'lcupatun 
1'0(1\,UlCl" ,I • 

. ~ccounc. of lhc proxltKoon .,( MJnkic•\ln;\ Ckop.Juo~ Jlubhshed by 
mudcf\ .trcc.·r the him's rclc.oe "''g,J.:l'"-1 th;n rhc.· C'xtr~-cin~matk cii'-4.1)\Jr\C") of 

filu~ "~lJr .tt1ulu rv ".1fc:ctcd the h im m.•kul~ prnccss H.klf. both du mcrmJ.th1 
l'l'\ n10nt of lite '(np1 .:tnd, H1 JX1rtlcul.tr. the rcrfurmancc uf 1h~ ft·m~(c U.lr. 
< h1 12 Arril 11J62. th<" \'.1lican wec·l..ly Otsnnuorc drlla dom~mtol prinrctl ;10 

open l<ll<r rn whrrh f.lizabcrh TJylnr "'·" .Hr.rckcd for mokanj! • rnro<kcry 
(')f the unctil) nf m:arriagc and thl"t',ltC'ncd ,,.ill• ;a futu re: uf ''erotiC 

•.rgr.an<y.- ".'" .1/r Lift u.rJir ClrofVtrJ (l'lt>ll.th<"produccr W.rhcr Wongrr 
dupla,-:unf h1s nVlb un lhc subscctucnc J;a)•\. ~h•""-m,t: 

h lm<"l OOf' ot the: nwKt ,fr:un.lliC' \Ct>ltr'- in the mo,·ic: .anJ • Mlf' ,.( thr 0..,""1 
d r.u natir rr.•lltfc ~nn I h ... \c <''"' Wllllt '-~1. A;:ain the p,,r.tiiC'II-..a"t·ru 

the li(c ul t l l:'C~Utr.t .10d tht' I1IC" ni Ht.ulk.th T.t) lur '"'lflnt'thhlr 1'J\C \C(nr 
filnu·.t tn Lhc I"•,Hwn c~•ll" for ( 1,'<'1\.Hr<t tn motkc !lC"r r.nlto)lh.t 111111 l<fltn(' 

..,jiiiii ,U \\Uh <:..c"*nun •.n tOJ' of .;a hu,~.:r (11\f+lt Lh;;tn lhtrl) tcrt lu~:h) hl,u.k 
S.,lunx 1lr.n\11 hy iOIJ P,f•IJ fil\crnl \ld\C,, 'l11c rmr.mu• intu f( t'-n'l(' \\liS 

CIC'O(\;Itr.t ·, ba,: J.!.unbk. If rhr Kumo~n ... accepted h<r ..... -trh au v\.Aitun, \),r 

h.ul \\un C ·.,c-ur If lhtr rcfu~ to dCU'fM twr. 4.h(' ho.d lose him • .a.nd '-cry prn 
sibl) l,cr MC" Thtu \\~rt .elm o-1 i ,IJ"I R•Mn.;an ulr:b nulhnsz •hnu t .n frt!f1t 

Ol rh,· l·nrum. All ·~( them r k ... Uifto1htY hAll rnd the: \",UJOit ""''"'m ... 
l.ii-.. "-nt unlv \\•nukt l~K Ru'"'"' C'\lf.t" hr Mcrpun;; CIC"Cl'JUII-;1, hut 1hf') 
wnuld a) ..... , I.- t'AJ)JM-\•n~tt thrir prr'ttn,d .ICC~ptJn<C' uftltC' Wtll1\olU w·hu pl.a)\ 

( 'IMfYir--.t, • .. I~" tlw )offi~ vi It IH·t tinnd thtvu)!h l.u.\ tN.d~ J\ t hr \lA\( 

}!UI .... lurhlm~utkru. <w:nJih,tf•~ ).~.ircli , .mel thuo ..... ndJi r.f uthn-.. .. 1,1t~,~~.~cJf'!l t 
hcr--r•c"h•MlJih '"· 

\\'.m~rr's tlr"o4ripciun of filmin~ (J, "dl ..... \\'ctn'1 publ1\hcJ lctltr) fJU\ 

h:t\'c been a rl:cm.ts:,c limu.uiun c~crciK. "" JUC:mJlf . .. ttcr tht- f'H'f11 ' ut PJ61. 
II• rnuup (,), the bcne:hr t)f the ruurtu••u,J~ u~tl~ him .some ol 1h<" ,._.nrld. 

lOS 

\\uk nocor~ty tlul h.ul .a<Cn.H'tllo lt. Ku1 1hc ~mhi i(Jhon of the ptoduccf'i 
dury. ~g wuh thr lrurh nt th<- Fo:t puhh\1 ... 1\. "uuiJ lu.'c fun.her 
c"'<"..u.ap::d eontcm~nr') 'l""'-'·uur,. of C~tN to rcoad tl\. rcpr-esem.auon 
nl .JnctCnl his{ory an~.l th ctu.ractcri:uOIJ+Il ot th<- i-¥ypu:m qUC'Cfl :u o~n 

r•tco'iioo of the cxtr.l ~4'1ntmauc Jascoorxs uu T:~vlur\ •nurt.aga ;~nJ 
adultery. C n licc'm ,,r Taylnr's ~K':rfomlancc in TC'-'It'WJ of the film-her 
pc.·n;·e•ve'' •·c(JnlfnonnC(( •• nn,i inabillcy to knc.•w "'t h(" t•liiTc."rencc between 

pl:aying onesdr •n ;\n E!typtian ro~lumc :u-u~ pl11ylng. (Juccn of Egyr•""l!>.l_ 
t")(I>OSC'S l_hccuntr.u.lir eion lwtwc:c:n th<' role of<..:Jc:op:ttra :u it m~y lwve hecn 
nrtgin:.lly concei,·cc.J (pullhc-:.1 \'isJonary) and the:- llt.Lt pc:rft•tm:tm:c of it (<ru
cll) hounded Ooher Woman). Thus. the cxlr.l cancni'IIIC d<>·dopmcnt of 
1:.ylur"s sur itnagt' from k&cnJ.ory bon ,;_.cw to ks;cn<bry •du!teress and 
hc:t performance ol tlutem•lt< 10 M<~.nkic:,.in"• Ckop.ltN o•crwhdmcd ~n• 
Jltcm pt by ahc: film"• doq:o~> to dur.aacnu- the <JUC'CO u a state lca<kr 
clreJming of "orlc:l cn'lpttc. 

Star irnagcs oftC'n "embody lic)(in1 \l'alues that .art' 111 ~1me -.cn.sc or 01her 

in t• rilti~."'~fM Dascour!I-C\ uf "-UHtlum are lincrf"d wi th lhC' explo ration. in pa r
lkul:u. 4)lf sexual lx h:1vim.s. F.liznbcth To1ylor's jUH im:lgc liS .1 modc:rn·day 
Clcop.1lia and h~r f"'!C'rlorm:ancC' of It in Manktrwtc t'~ fi lm hccamc a useful 
rcfcrtnCC' point m the t'.ltl)' 19(,()s fc•r d iscuuion uf problems aft.l.C.bcd to th(' 
rn,tieuuoru of hctcu...-xuol m•~Y· The hln><")' rcr-.om of !9-!8 a no] 
195} oo the scsu..l bcluvior ol nul<:< and fenuk' r<'l('<(ll'cl) lud .rowed 
enormous intc"r~l :ul41 Jc-h;.tC' tn ;~n ~ra lh3t ick.al11..td the- f;a_m tly .u 3 refuge 
·~•mst soci•l chanj;c. The prcndcnt of the Unrun ThoologKal Snnino•y 
utl)(r\cd that curre-nt irHC'tt;\1 an Kinscy"s work {lnduthng hi,. rc,dauon.s of 
pcniMem 3Juher)' unwu~ milldh:--cl~ss Amctkan women) \\'lS sympto· 
m:uic of"'a p rc\·.ailin)l dcJ;r.,d :Hion io American Jl'IOr~alll )• :•ppru)(tf'l'l :~ring ch~.· 
\\tl r.st decadence._,( the l(.oman era."'lDS Morn I 1'-'"i' !lit Hhout the fragility .,f 
c-t~l\cnuonaJ 1-C'"\u,Jiiry. Jhuut 1hc ).ucccss o( Plu,btn .end the introducuon •.1f 
ttw- fH"<ll conu:~cc-pctvc_. .about tn<rtasc.s J.O adultery ;~nd ttt\uTCt', thus came tc• 
be trupc<l in 1he Ltngwg<" o l konun hiSlOt). 

Roman Spedotors 

H ullywood rarely Mknuwlhlgt.~ chc Jiscursiv" olllrf.lltt'fl\ o f the: star S\·s· 
tc.·1n. that the: star IICI ... Ufl,tlitv ir- a construct huih up .&nd expressed unl~ 
through iiJms :lnd 3S~ K't"wJ t•xtr;I·Ctnem aur w''"· 1lmt the per ... un :-~nd the 
image- 3rc twH \.t"p.tr .• hl~ C"nLttic-,.'1)(. M •• nkit.·w•< t\ <.JmraJr·o. however • 
.appears to offer ,1 ~lun p· .. er · ~f th.u t-iuality. anc.J in rlntnj:, ~ ~ "th up an id~ot a ii 
t.atiun hch\ttn the k t.Hn.an' " ·uhin the h im wh•• h•rk<f. Jl ( 'l('<•patr.:t 3nd 1l.c 

lfl'Cct.uor-s in thc- cmcm.1 "ltu I••)L .11 the scr«n ~c .1r the.- ~mnm~ of the.· 
llc·op;tlr.&/.-\nt•tn' lu lf nf the him. durin~ the- '<'"tJU tMt "htr(' <..:ko~tr~ 
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"umptttt)Ull) ~ntcu.uni Anton' un hcurd ~r lx.r~ .11 l:.hll\. ~c ~::~nt.ai"A' 
the . trunk t<um.t.n "lth .1 mock ( lrop3:tra. ·' "-·IIUtl\ drn~d anrll.•~n 1ous 
HIIIHII ItJII , wlwm t\nh.m)" g r:1b, ;and ll.'lSSJOn,ud) ki'~' nnly to turn .ami finc.l 
th.•t thr r<al ~lrol~"'" ha, left the shipb .. orcl bonqu« h.oll. An~trcly. he 
:ab.mdonJ the l.tkf' ttuccn ~ml uack..s clown the rol fH'lC 1u h<r hc:~-udvir. 
Th<"rt h< ~.onfrom' Clc.•upatr;~ dtrcctly. arctr hoil\-tn_A ll r't ,J,t \h('d the.· dtaph
;umu' hungmg~ th:U ' CfC'C'O her (rom h im, r/I'OfNW'U htrc hineS. :<Jf.cnn

)CiOu~l y •II tlu· •umre~otic5 of the Fox publlc•lt'i .tnfl the pt<''i'l who. I'Ur m.my 
mmuh~ hc:furc th" rdea~ of the film. ho:uf been consu ut•,in)t ttw \t.tr i llldJ.:C: 

of "( 1<''1"'" • T.ylnr" for an avod re.dcrship. The <l )'nanur l>etwo:tn the 
ch.tr • .rtr rs em ~crcC'n r cprOOut<'"ll th;u bcn\'<'<'11 tht' fll m l\nd its Sp!:'llrtiOr !l. 

The pby·.•nm~ •·•n th-=- b."'Tf!C SU).:~C"\:U rh.u lhcrr a rc t \\'u Ta) lort JUst 3~ 
there :arr two Clcrtpo~tra~. and that _\ntony'i -.e;arch h1r the rc;al ~~n 
lxh1nd the t.."'<~Ul.) t"Urr2ir1 m•rror. th~ spccutor\ sc;uch (ur the: ral T .. ,.tor 

lx-hmJ the ••·•r unoa~c. <:lt'Of"'ITil "hnws ui wha• Antuny NT), hnt his 
hlurr<"l visi<~n of ' '"' Clcopaor• double. ohen. after ohr ,.,1 which fills the 
whole hl•n fr•mc lS CUI . ,. .. ,, h" dorcco uncluncr..d )l•u on the Jlttping 
qucrn Thu> :\!.ani.~ icz's CkoprrJr>~ cno,uu)le> iu 'llC'ti.Uo" w bdiC'c 
that oheor demou> h>ks. like oh~t o( Anoony/Runon, wrll cur through to 
and fin .•ll y t.ak(' f105-\tU&on c)f the du\1\' C star 

1\ sinlllar occnc 11lw occurs in the Cln>l\.t!talluhus ('.,,..,r lulf of rhc 
lilm l>urmg an uri) ""!""DC< set in Alc:nn<lm, Cte<>patr. u •hown fully 
clothed. '-<".ltnl un a plain bc:ncll. drinking frr,rn nn una,,umtn~ cup. 3, ,he 
I istern to .1 rcc: rh.ll lttfl uf Carull3n poc1 ry. Rc ... h:tlnA that 1 ul iu :~ Cac)ar is on 
ltis w.1y ru her p.;1l,rcc..-charnbcr. she: Ucd:an::~; 

\\'(' ntu~t nil( dNJ,,ninr the mighty (';arqr, 1lH- KomllnJ ttll r .. h u l•lU<; t•k' or 
•ny t,.~th. iflld HI)' h.und nmK.It"ns. :.nd m y uNral\ , 

1'hc qV<:<:n '""" ""II"' • titilbung >pcc~<ocle ol hersel f fvr thr hf.ncli1 of 
C'.3C"'\,U\ ~<lZC', P'O"in,: \UpiM anti K:ftSUOUS on .1 ft)UCh, now n.;aknJ hut (tlr a 
SJ>.I r"d) dn.ur.~tcd. lr.Jnspalt'nl (U\Cnng, surrt•undn.J hy h:uulrnaidcn 11 \\hu 
tl:mct. or lo~n thcu \fi.lucu\t mutrc,, .. or p;amc hC'r hngtr and tocJUtls. The 
\Ccnc nnt onl) hinh K:lf<onsoou.sly 3 t the- ti1\4Uur~ ot " .udom eh.:at h:nc: 

sh.opal the T••k>r muge, buo •I"' foreground> the w:~y k m.alc ours h.ne 
b«n m.l\lc- •o fun{UOn in Hully\\Oc~ cm~ma. andtwltnjt f\;:,~1 C"lllCillUtlc 

C':lcup.ur.l'i, ThC" '"l.thulou.s t,tlci'' rhc Rot11.m' rd l ... iJtnlf) rhC' st.n~rriunal 
ac:rounl'i uf T:1ylor'"' U.l r' life ''Yi~ n(( Sf'l (her' ptiOI\t•fc. da.1mp3gtl<'. her 
co~hr.hun.Jred .. lull.or n \\tck hAirdrc»<:r, IJ<"r r<rf"'IU>I dcll.•uch w1th Uur
fl!>n)'" ·'' \\t·ll as the lturnan lu.)hlru:s (>I ;1(1 or icnr.tl whuu•. ,\ u c:mion ,, al'-v 
d rawn tu HullrY~-uud 'anc-ma·~ n1crh~nism~ fnt tt•tishi~.lll )( nn<l c,Ujcctil )• in,~:t 
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th fnnatr .. un for W ~trous ~tor . .. " 'c ~rC' nu ucd thr 41•)ub1C' pic• 
,urc- of~ ~rhasttc.ol•cd 1.-1\t,c:h '\\'tth < lt-Hilo1tra ;~ t th<" h.u •. knc)c-'1. l >cMilltcan 

1,1c-uC' u( •1hc b.:-dwuw "-cnc ... ~$ "c:ll 31 the scopoph1Hc .ICt ltlC'If. "'hen 
ohe bnd) nl Ckopatr..rlayl<>< 15 , ... _...d admorongl) by the •l>pm;~chino; 
Kuma nita 1 n(' r.a. " 

ln 1hc: I'XAb.. 3t ~time- when a visit to the- cincm;~ had bc<Omt' fmly onto (')f 
3 number of l~""bl~ lcinore >CU\ itics. • IMgc mnnhcr of Hr~lyw•>n<llilm> 
,,hibitcd &u<h n.or<Jtivc sclf-<amciownc .. >bout the ortilicc• rnvolvcd in 
hlm -rrukinl!·"" T bc hr>toncol ep;c lud olw>y< ~n • genre on which cin
<·m:'l could t.li~pl.ty 1lj(lr :md its powers 1hruugh "hnw1•i~cc lllf1mc:.m.s o ( 

' lw-c•udc. suC'h :u (in Lhc case of fi~m) rcconstructina nncicnt hi, tury) chariot 
r>ccs. glado>oorial comb:n, 1riumphal processions. l•nd and sc.o battles. the 
pc'rsc<utoons of Nero. or the seductions of Clcopatro.111 The ancient world 
of •uch H ollywood films was, as ~fichod Wood hai oq:ucd, "• huge, mnny
facctcd metaphor for llollywood itsclr' and. th roughom the 1950s. the 
'i""'taculorly rcconstru«cd ancient world (wuh ill 1.- ish produ<tion valuo. 
. nd the .. sually cniKJng occhnology of Technirolor and wtdacrccnl alJo 
••P~•Icd the hope' o( sahauon for a film indusuy suffering from the dcp"'· 
dot ion• auJC:d by the brge-ocalc retirement of the Americ:o n public into 
dc>.it-yoursclf puuuiu and domestic tdcviStOn •iewing.111 Mankicwicx's 
CltO("JIN. in panKubr. Y."U widdy doJCmS<d '" i11 long pre·rcka>c: pc'r.od 
a< a lost dotch (and ultim;atdy unsuccc»ful) au<rnpt hy • Holi)"''OOd •tU<ho 
10 brine bnck audience" 10 the cincm• following the by now ourdaa:d pro
duct ion techniques of the old studio system. and th< gcn<ric code& of hugely 
••pcMivc h"torical co•urruction which had lost won the tndunr) <ignifi
cant commercial success on 1959 when MG~i rdeascd Bm-Hur.'" 

Au.led b)' 1hc: in1en<tt CX J'IeCl:ulon gene-rated by prc:·rdC"a~r da\Cussion ftf 
the fl lm, Mrmkicwicz's Clroputra positioned i1 .; r.f>C"<t .awr~ n' ltoman.s wait .. 

inA 10 sec ohe oriental <plcndor that i> Hollywood cinema ilJCif. Details of 
the rrugnolictn« of the Forum seen<: were fr:d 10 th< prrss long hcforr <!""' · 
uunrs h .. d •• n nppcJof1unity to judge iu ,j~ual p1asura for 1hcm~eh~. At the 
moment when Clrop .. tlrJ I ' lin:illy .seen :.rrivi n~ 1hrnu~h ~ triumphal u ch. 
the- crowd 011 ~fC'c-(1 C' 'ICpr("~\ their am;;u•crrh:nt ;,I tlu• Ufle!OI •. aJ 11pt•ct.,cJc or the 
hillel<. half-ou~cd donr·n~ guls. the emission• nl hu~thd) colored smoke. 
the sene-red rOK pcul4-. the- btrds rdr~Kd from f..tl'le" I' ) rarnu.b •• 11\.c mauJ"'
sph.n' tln.-.t. nnd. fin:. II). the quc."Cfl .md her son enth roned un ha~~'· tlrc,ott·~J 
in dmh uf t:,o ld . The rc.•c•ion of lhc: Rom:tn crowd on sc:r«n to ( lcop.nr.ls 
'pcct~lc ~ncmpts to ~Kit~ suntlu rc-;.<Ttnn 10 cc.nh.mp:..,r . .r) 'Jit"(fOJturs tu 

Fn' 's lnntt•:t\\;aned h•~•oncal epee. 
Tw•• .1lhH inA feJturc' uf Clrop;Uril fnr llollywtll"t(l c-i nema \\Crc her h:p 

cnJ :uy r\ J'l l t.l l uur ·" u 'rt'.uor of f!lbulous anJ w•llll 1ivt 'P"-'''"'" .lntl tht.. 
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Cit r I o . Sp..;:locles ol 5 :ol lion ond Conquetol 10'1 

lnng·!>Wnd1ng association o f her kingd ... m wtth the mystcn<'~ (Jf uuwinj:!~ 
1m:a)t<' projcnion. T hroug-h ttw repn~scnt.llion of Clcop:~.tr"' ttnd the Urienr 
lx:-t h on 'SC-rt:en and uff (in fi lm promouon. ~ nd in t 1nc.-ma .at("hitcCiurc and 
furcr dc .. i~n). the Hollywood -stud in.; rnuld prudni m cinc:nu ·) own " 'sual 
'<•luctivcne'' to hs :1wt'd "Roman" spcct~• tors. l•llustrauon 4.61 Rut. gtven 
th.at the pmduction ut M:ankicwic£s Clropatnt led co the fmancia1 ruin uf 
the :!Oth Ccnmry .. Fo" swdi11 :uHI was e'er after marked as havi n~t ushcrC"d 
in lhc: end of the· hio;10ric.1l epic gcnr(". it is per hap$ un$urp ristng char one 
~ C" UC cditc:-d OUI of the cxhibuC'd \ .'('Uiflll o( che film othow.s 1hc 4UCC-Il \c(IUC· 
in): Juliu s U•ew•r with a dil.play or Eg)·pt's CXll'.tutdin:uy invent ion:.. iJlrlud

tng the ma r'lclous. rncJ\•in~ tn-ugcs of a zoc:l1Qpt.
11 

.. 
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WI f"A'f'M n••:•· md tl "'lt. liott~fJ' \ tl '~'h. 91-W ('I 1ho rn~ nfdw ru• _.. .1 
!i.fV•ItMA· '"T-l~"*'"lf\4,\,.t,,, '"'( k'1tkt J•)oJI. 

HI.' I tr_,w:wn ;ulli c otllnt t I'~J). 'kUt ( I11;'C;•. ~,)..4. _.,: \\''""' (I ''7'), 168: HJnd1 l lW'''· 
~' '· "tnuth (I 'IW·n~ K..ll•m~lr•l1.in,l l ,\'oUH li'P'HI, -t-S. Cl., h,opt, 1 ~ ,1l,.m :-. 

UH. Cuuprt (I 'WI), !7, 
HH fiuur~cc tl 'l"'llil, ~7 t 
It~ 'MolHoQ)fltl (1'1; '4l, H 1'1, I t irsch (l'li~). 11"'. ~ . .IIC'y t 1'11-.•1. It"' 1:. Bour~cl I I U~~). 

''""'' 1\ili.n;:o• .. n..lt tfh(l'''h.l il·1 
HW 'n" ~br l'"~t. r.~. "r.d '-( F1lrtt f\1,1\ : O..robcr I at4_ 

Itt" \\ hufid.J 11 '>111. tiM>-;., 
108 CL Stmth (19'i'l), 7fl, wlw 110140 111 p.l .. ,m~ .J. ''m1l .. m, ~'"tt-tl tbc- ~Utnt'(' lA 

,\'(!o.t•routu \\hen: the $tl..di.llflf\ l:uuk OUI \•( their impri,(Jilll liJ, t~du.co),,ncl chc- lr~flltt~,otl,.l , 

hC'tlll(_ .11 fhUIH H•IIWt'o llr- In jot fil ii to I th e: fton hnC'\ ~t th(" hl.a. k lt\f, 

IIYJ loCh An);.do Mu"''· ltl ( ~1Hl'l r l%u. 4.1. ~;;,,.,.,) .• I 1 l kCfmbtr l'lf•U, nn thl' 
(tl•._t "'" ,J 1ht- \Jile'f.C.an l..rJ:I•In .. ~;ajn.,t 1l'K- nlrn •. and .l k 1h,_f tu the: l..tb .--lng~fb TII'Mi Hf 
t '\ l .. ru.wn I'Jt•l -.trn."munJ: rtw- dt\lul•u• ifl ,., ~no.)(~ ut .. r.t~•',-.1"~ ..,udy ~uttl~ hi 
\tvttai&J. 

I ttl '" \tbm \l.u~ lunn'c n;"\lf'\\ nf the- rc.-d~f (f\l,lt~t,. 111 fiN- I!Hkfy~Mknl, I 
ro..u\ ~tmber IWL 

Il l \V,nncnl'ii'iJ. I'll,_~ o~n.i t••,; .!Ctl. \\'h•dlocld ti'''U. !H t 
II ' K..btnJEtPn .mol l·"·'"" !l'l"tH, !1-4 I· 

Il l \oltuh.Jtt!INtltJ.!i. t' l . lliiMn~lf•n.uwlh.an.,tlliiH,, '' I~ 
Ill ~ Ak<ut\o\1~• \\.t.lltu', rc:Hc:\\ uf the: rc:r('lc.-.,.~1 ·'fV't..t(H.J in TM 1-:t'Nfm;. 

.'itfiN.lu/, H C lrnuh. r 1'1"-11. ( I 11u·••l.. fo llq '" T4t* (.,Jqvntlr,., !~I lrtl<lhcr IQCII. 
II~ l)o"'gl.utl'i~"~t!"'7 
lit• (fflpt1'0'17'4t, ~~ ('f, File\ fl'''of), Uf!-J~. 
u, c ••tt,.., (IJI;·U ~I l•lk, ,,., .. , ,. 11 1, Hunt (t<NJ). i l-1 on;f ;-t·- /.lc W.l\ li llh 

r1 \I• Oil'\ I t• If the •• ,, , fl I o < ,....- ... \f'Vtf.klil 

II"- '«~pttt.aJh lh.netl""l\).,,_j l l..nL.tl'njl. 

11'1 "-'(" H.uk CI'"Hl. Itt •. whn. •n h,., ""'''~'"' ~.,._._ r orcr.ttiom m SfV,..,.,."'· 
'''""" •ou .lmJ s~;, ,,. ,...,j" '" l...Jur.a :\tuhC'\ ·,. ""'' 1.. roo •h~ nnnn~tl" J: .. 1..-. 

1~ 1 ,, tl" rk ti'J<I ~).ICi~ l 

1 ~1. ll.••k UVUJ~. l ~t) toN; l lsu'lt (ltN~ •• r.'l. St-t' ·'''''' li• .. ~ulll ( I''~') •.m th e ,,,,lc' nt 
l••hn \V .a\ nC" sn 1h 4• I ·~;u~ . 

11
' H~~rlo.: t i '"J5J. l rJI I."' "'"' rt"tc r <~ ,,., .11 rc\1<'"' bv 1)..-,,d lknb~ oi the r<:rfl .l'~~f:•l 

hlrn 

I I 'mith II""'• Q1 u·,.1'<' 11'"'1).18: \\'hAAdJti'NII : 1~ Q 

I ... H~r""h 41'""•· '"' 
1.:~. ""« Wut.otl (l'':~). l't ' 
t•h "'r< tk rent\\ of Aobm" M.u-. IHsu:\ 111 TJu.lnclr('t'Nj_loll, I {\",_,.,.c-rnllll'r I\.IIH 1;1, 

h llr" ~1 41~-~~~ ~·lniWl ll (1 1J7XI. H: H,N4·h ( l')i~). ')~: R;~hmt:Hte1 sn•l r ,,u,~ ll'l'H). I'H 
1~7. "'omath ~ IQ~'fJ). t 1 ~ I 

I 1
"\ I olhrt•. ~ ( lrnuhrr 1'~"' 

t~·J.{ t R.l'llfiJ.:I••n .,.,.,, I \ .. n .. ti•..041. '\ ./.. 

Not•' to Chapter 4 

I. Ktollltrt E 11 .. " I.. in, \ 'rw )',,,t T,,.,,, ] f.anuat\' I·H~ '. 
1 (uonto~kJ'Ihll-.1, I ''"'C'rnb;r I'll t Quut«< an l'rotfu ii'KII, '\'\. 
'Hus;l'k""H•II.,.utll'll •.!l IH:W,LcU''"'!I. I I ~I ~.lluno rtl l"il).I-!J. 

~- f'tuurdl. I J/f' ") . INt•'*\ .:1.1. _.n•J w< HrcnL li'"I:.J. 
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~ flu;:h.N-H~ Cl1i'IU. t'\ n .md 4J4-.."\!. \\ ,L, ft'JQ:'- lot ... I.!. t-tuncr U~HJ. 

\\fal.\11 

" 'n- N pc<i::.lly Huj.th•"' ll •llc-n ( 1941) ;;tnJ H :ul'W"t (I~¢'J. 
; , 1'<11 1"" " ,1nd U no •. h1u t Pi' I\)). 
~. Ftor c-lcc:,JI, (If rh.:o. him, oiUcl u )lU I\'(:)' C) f tluo ,., ..... cr.~ ·~ tilm ) J .• pt:lli, .n,\ nf Sh:.kc· 

"'"'arl·, "'.,. u .• n ow~•. 
0 11,;11 (l'lMI. ~7-8 

Ill R..ll ( I%'). iilb.. t.n1:h~• tidn ,uk.f rc:k::ue ~ben "'c lntn.l in l\.lll ~ ind~s. 
II. IUI II<It.\~ lo; 
ll. (;,. .. v iluli. ... ~n\C"'mhrt ((Ill C,)u..rn:l fn Pmi••U'~I ). "\~ 
I J. I >r1 !-th:.Loroc .. r< \ 111/t'.Ntl 11H Cltopr~trfl JC"'(, (,., C"'x.amplr. Rlnnm (141")JU .md 

llutthn 1 l.tlteu (1?91\, ltt'J-..!U! f'or tU placf' amnn.: the other Hunu fl rtl.t)"- .t« 

Thmna, c PJ:OW) and r~o,brt•n•blf' l.U'- 1 Ma rtit'ki.Jic U'')l,)) 
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2~!-JII. 
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t•••m. !I! ~ .• nd ~bntml•k • nd ~tmon<ioldl'l'llll.l411-l 
lb. l "ht ""lutnCt" of rhr rrium11h at Rum<' ~ur'l'<'~ 10 d\(' rr•n• .11 chr L•hr.ary n( 

( :nn"' ,..." bur IS mi~·tnj.! fwru th~ punt .at th.: CIIW'U"C..I .. , , hi\~ C'k.1rl) mullbtt"d \tt 
".,'" t\lth "ooOtcdy .a.ny lntf"ll•rk~ But. u if to C"l.k tlw' hlm'J clrftncntt (rom Slul.C' 
'\I'IC•fC'·, p~,. c~ "''"'""'' pubtl(~ ~ ... ttw- \ nwnuA L&uada of MNanrlttJIHft,. 
r.,.,_unt tul~ to c:oodudc 1h J~tC \Umnu.ry .-rth ft'WDt•.on ,,r t.ht u.wnph;al procrwnn 

I"" (hi lt.1f) ·, usr: of 1M IUdlt .. Jn (W mntlii.IUI.i U\ th4- J~f10d bduCC' the ftnt "'••LI 
WAt, \("(" C'h.1pt>r ! abmt>, 11ntl ( \.J.tt'W:'Ita (l9?9).1 ~ U • 

l it (Jumcd 1n C::tjtncn~o~ (t<t]"'J), 17. &"t' ahu ch~f'll('l l ahtw<!. 
19, R1unt ru . .:and G 1h (lt~'ltH, (I l l Jlnd (I')IH). II.CI 7?. 
lll f'nr tlto,tw.~(lfl of thr n uwtC'C'IIth.-cc::nlu•) "4.vlt~cn.;.lr~t un4!~iMr)'"' and ;t1> ,crut " •r• 

in~•.(fil,nrurrJin\o..~np N.ulutf_l991 .1). 
! I llu~tUJin•lllll~ ~1 '!0. 
!.l Scud (lm}. \. Ftw lhr tmpwtu~tc ol 1M ~ .. rokoe ic ump.a.ip 1Ift' .. 11() Ntd 

II 'I~S). 4!-} md 7.,_,118.. 
Zl !"tori (1 'l'J.I~ I l l. 
l 4 flut thr fcnmuz.IIIUII uf the Unc:.Ol. tnflfC J:<'n('rt'lly. ~ S.utl Cl•l~'i l . l!lM llf'HI 

ltlb-lt .md Sl1oh:.t ( 1991 ~) . 4to 112 . 
.!1. HtJCJirihi Cl994). ~). v.-hu n t('f'lcb S...Jd', (lriuHt,un of ori<"nt:.h,rn w inc--lude iu 

nltotf' rhc.:autO.I fomu. C:( '-<'em U9S4l 11\d U nt 11'1).!1, ')(;. 
:t.. L..nl tl9911. 9h'l.l cw 1hc- "'......O.<off)t\1" ~:mc-ully,ci.CtMI (1'1114). 18' 2010. 

'i. Hu~Halku IIQCJI). !trl• ;o 
!8 !>!.~ ... (1991•~ iS 
lC>. ok \ 'inot"nu ((•~!(), •'S ~ ~'1lln~ do'ICUn\lrll\!»ry ~u\-lk( '""'"''~""in th.c CiM · 

rm 1 Ill'"'· hut noc m th.;u Hf rlw l.1bu.rr ofCorlJ;ff"h 

J().:-1.~ .... (l'l'll•~ ~··· 
\I (.,'hJortd 1n MartrMih Clll'l\), ·t! S . .trlonJ; "'t1h a numhrr ~ other rC"Tic""~ 
i.! n,~ lr .. nsl.u.un it. I h.;& I .,r ~t.mckl~um tl'~~l) . 

n \..Jtlnnu (1~7~). 2~ ~. 
til. ·11w. nlltr1tlk, .. " ~rll "" the ~u~t, .... m mumph in Rum.-. '" 1ni~"ul~ fmm tlw 

l H'<'in.,. 1•nnt o( d~ lihn. 
SS llall 11'""'1.11>1• 
W• t)uclll('(l tn &11 CIW·~). f(..,IC, (,,,m TN .V.o/:M.\INI!I)IIf PPCt~VT tSc-• \'• ..-k.llll~) 

Ji. L...m U 'l-)!) .. nd st.. ..h..- tl ••t .. t 4'>. Cit. 
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'" r n ..... 41 1~1). ~; .M...Inln('"lll (111'i\J, It· Cln d\or (. l t)\.1\.l_'l.fll HI th(' h;~Jut\ hl\l l •f'h ,, 

film\ Hl thl\ t'lt fto~l( l , ~ jt!CDN.&Jh. f:kutK'llol (l•I'HI, Jt/1 
j•J kf"ft/1 l ' ~"iH.I!I..-nct l.antUY.PI,IIPI 

-4U ~ I tl'"'''·'"-' ~..t VJ!}: stwob..l tl "~t .. •. -41 .t.J ,.n.UJJ- :f'lt: Hup.-.. II..Sku fl 'J91). 
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-4 1 ffu,.l"'' II..Jku t IWI\. ~( ~ ,nJ ~ ' Kr '" t t•nu. 1.:1. 
of!, Ko~ll t l•~t..,l, ~N; Hu~bc,·ll..tlktt ll'"•h. 4~1 l.m.J \.44): L.:.un 11 .,1)1•. I•,J Itt N n 
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~1 . 1 1...1 Cl'l•~i. IM h, Bl.o<~ CI'I'Nl. I ,.nol\01 ~ I. 
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:tile- ut IA~hllr. ' C"\"C' L l..u.L,,.,n,J rc:lr.t 'KJ the ~<.tf bdvrc Clrop;:tr.~ . 
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