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annihilates her enemy root and branch by destroying (only) his new
connections, his chance for future offspring, and the children who have
been born of his marriage with Medea—thereby undoing that marriage
and all the deeds and sufferings it entailed. Further, all Medea’s victims
are, in part, images of herself: her fellow-tyrant and fellow-parent
Creon,?” her own dear children, the husband whose masculine values
she has come to adopt, the bride who so closely resembles the young
Medea. In all these ways, Euripides keeps his protagonist and her
vengeance tremendously concentrated. Later dramatic versions of the
myth may emphasize how Medea is most unlike other figures in the
play. Euripides, by actively assimilating his heroine to characters and
other elements internal to her story, gives his protagonist an almost
unbearably focused power and allows her action a certain claim to
reciprocal justice.

Of course this Medea is like no one else. But at the same time
she does resemble many powerful elements in her traditional story.
Moreover, she subtly assimilates her antagonists: she takes over their
identities (as with Jason), or they hers (as with the princess). She
destroys her enemies by becoming more like them, ruins them for
being too much like herself. Ultimately Euripides” Medea expands
to the point where she obliterates the other characters in her myth,
fully transcending—and eradicating—her own once-limited identity as
woman, wife, mother, mortal.

(I shall throw down and overturn everything, 414), invadam deos et cuncta quatian (I will
assault the gods and make everything shake, 424-25; cf. 527-28 for her human enemies).

7 The resemblance between Medea and Creon as rulers is elaborated in some later
Medea dramas, e.g., those of Seneca (cf. 203-6) and Jean Anouilh.
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CONQUEST OF THE
MEPHISTOPHELIAN NAUSICAA
MEDEA’S ROLE IN APOLLONIUS’

REDEFINITION OF THE EPIC HERO

James J. Clauss

Helper-Maiden or Hero?

OOK 3 of the Argonautica, with its gripping portrayal of Medea

falling desperately in love, is so complete and compelling thalt

many, if not most, readers virtually ignore the rest of the eplc.
Because the poet focuses sO much attention on Medea and her plight
and because the Colchian princess contributes so much to the success
of the expedition, some have even claimed, not unreasonably, that in
the course of the poem Medea usurps the role of the hero of .the Arg-
onautic expedition” Though attractive, such an interpretatloln does
not explain away the fact that however one interprets Jason’s cha»r—
acter, Apollonius assigns him the traditional role of the hf:rg: he is
the one enjoined to complete the contest (3cbhrog) of retrieving the
Golden Fleece from Colchis,? and, in order to win the fleece, of yok-
ing and driving the brazen bulls and killing the crop of earthborn

I would like to acknowledge the thoughtful advice of those colleagues w.ho read
this paper at various stages: Mary Whitlock Blundell, Catherine M. Connors, Michael R.
Halleran, Stephen E. Hinds, and my co-editor Sarah lles ]obnston. o '

al (r)ax?id's c%mment to Augustus that book 4 of the Aeneid shared a similar popularity

Tr. 2.531-36) offers an interesting parallel.
( 2 For instance, Beye 1982:120-32; Pavlock 1990:19-68; and De Forest 1994, Cf.

Barkhuizen 1979, who argues that the erotic, not the heroic, hotds primacy of place in

the poem in general. .
3pAs the expedition to Colchis is called: 1.15, 841, 903, 2.877, and passim.
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