
2 31 1'vltlrli11 M. Wi,kler 

L-'llsunl putron know11 the rlchnes~ of lbc mutcrlal aml 1hc splcrnlor and 
poignancy of llw romance. ll is now offered with t.be happy c:oolidence 
that this immorli!l story has bt-en !limed w1he «Jntinual delight of mil
lions of theatergoer-s in c\•cry purl uf the wt~rld when• the new art 
holds SW:J)~ 

.. 

The Principal Ancient Sources 
on Spartacus 

Eo I TOR. 's NOTf.: Tile Greek historians PI utan:b and Appian provide us with !be 
longest and hcst-knqwn a.;c:o•.mts ·of the i'Qbcllioa of Spartucus (i3-7l u.q . 
ThL.Y appear as the .llrst of the t.rclOsllitlons Included here. Roman hb'torians 
fOllow according to f.hdr authorS' cttronology.: onl}•the most Important paSsage$ 
are included. 'Ille ancient sou~ on theRoniau slave wars and on Spartacusar.e 
available in i:ranslation in the folk>\ving works: Thomas Wiedemann. Grerlr and 
R'"""" S~•r'ry ( l9Sl; rpt. New Yq~ aqd London; .Routk:dge, 20Q4); Z\'i Ya\'CI2. 
S1it~'<'$. mkl Slai•cry ' in t\nt·i~m Rwro1 (New Brunswick ami Oxford: 'rransncti,Jil 
Llooks; 1988: rpt. l<J'J!l): Spt1rtu1:us m11lllre Slave t-t11rs: A Brief HlsiuriJ wHll Dac:
umc!tUs. cd. B.relll D. Shaw fBolito.n and New York: Ut-dford i SL Murttn's. 2001). 
l•cmick Mt.'<iushln. So/lust: The liistDrJts, v_ol. 2 (Oxf<>rd: Clarendon Press. J 9 94 ). 
provides I he rragn:ic:n~ on.Spartacu~ from !Wok ~ of Sallust's lost Hisf(orir.s {tmns,. 
lations: pages 14-37 ond 19; detailed notcs: pages 133- 1361. His 11nd Shaw·s 
ll!msla.liQOiitnc:orporatc "mujoc recOnStJ:UC(Jon ~ (M\:Gusbin. l 19) uf some fmg· 
•m>t1ts. These rc~."onstructiuns and otllec:. w~r\1.-: or plu11:;cs surviving in tl1c frag· 
ltlCIIIS wltbotltlinmedlule Conlcxl arc nO( iiJduded l1ere. . 

All trdnslculons are my own except those of paSS3ges by l'lutarch. Appian. 
and Flurus. These are taken. t\tl;pe.olin~ly, fr.om Pluinrrll's l.iws. ll' . . RemadoUe 
Perrin. vols. 3 and 5 (Canibodge: Hi1rv-Md University l'fess I London; Heine· 
manri. 1916 and 1917): Appi11lt:S IWIIIIIJl UistorJJ. tr. Horucc While. rev. E. Iliff 
Rob..•;on, \'OI. J (Cambridgt!: llurvard llnlv.er:;.(ly .Press I London: licincmunn. 
1.91 .ll: and Lrtriu.1 Ar,•wus Flon{S: EplhJIII( 4 Ramu11 i /l:iloru. tr. Edward Seymour 
l'or!;l.er IC<tmbnd~.\e: H.a:rl'~rd Unlverliily Pres~ I I..oodon: H~ioemann. I<Jl9l. 
Translators' notes l)avc been omitted. My editorial additions appear in square 
hrackc1s. 
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l. Plutarch (Early Second Ceotury A.D.) 

Cra~su~ 8- J 1 

R. The insurrect.lon of the gladiators and their devastation of ltaly. 
whh:h is generally culi~;.'Cl the war of Spartacus. had Us origin os 

A certain l..entulus Batiatus had a s<.:hool of gladiators at Capua. most 
whom were Gauls an~l Thradans. 'l'brough no misconduct of theirs. 
owing (.o Lhc injustice of their u\\'net; lhey were kl'pl in close 
and reserved for gladiatorial combats. Two hundred of these planned 
make their c.'Sl~<tpc. and when information was la.id against them. 
who got wind of il and succeeded in gelling away. seventy-eight 
number. scir.cd deavcrs and spits from \i<lme kitchen and sallied out. 
the: road they fell In with 'Y\'iilgg<m.s conveying gludiatots' we<DDCJII1$ , 

another city; these they plundered and armed themselves. Then. 
took up a strong position and clecte.d three lt~adet$. The first of 
Sparl<lcus. !l' Thrdcian or Nomadic Stock. possessed DOl (>Jl)y of 
coun1ge and strength. but all;o in sal@city and culmre superior to 
i'octum:. and more Hellenic Limn Thradun. lL is said thar when 
lirst bwught to Rome to be sold. a serpent was seen coiled about his 
<Js he slept. and his wife. who was of the same trlhe a.c; <;:n:~rt••m' 
prophetess. and subjcLliO visilatiuns ur the Dlonysiuc (n:ney, 
the sign or a great uml rormid;~ble power whtch would attend 
rorLunate issue:. This ~·mnan shared in his csctipc and was lhen · 
witb him. 

9. To begin with. the gladiai:Ors repulsed the soldiers who 
against them from Carma. and gctlin~ hold of nmny arms o 
warfare. they gladJy took these lti exchange for their own. 
their ghtdiatorial weapons as dishonourablc and barbarous, 
Clodius the praetor w.is sent out from Rome ~gll.insl them 
tho~,nd sohliers. and laid siege to them on <.1 hill which bad 
ascent. and that u narrow Dnd difficult one. which Clodius 
watched: everywhere else there were smooth and precipitous 
1 he top of the hill wa.s covered with a wild vine of 
wWch the bL-sieged cui off the servit:eable brc1nches, and wove 
strong ladders of such st.ength and length that when they were 
at the top they reached along ' he face of the cliff .to the. plain 
these they descended .safely. all but one man. who remaina,l 
allcnd to the arms. Whc.r1 the rest had got dowo. he began lo 
arms, and alter be had U1.rown them aU down. got away himself 
or all in safety. Of all this the Romans were ignorant. and therefore 
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enemy qurrouoded them. threw them into consternation by the suu
denne£s of the attack. put them to riight. and took their camp. They wert: 
also joined by many of the he(dsmen and shepherds of the region, slunl)• 
men and swift of foot. some oi whom they urmcd rully. and employed 
others a.-. scouts and light inl'antry. 

In the second place. Publius Varin us {ie •. Varin ius]. the pruct.or. w~s 
senl out agllinst them. whose lieutcri.ailt. a certain Furlus. with two 
thousand .soldiers. tbey first engaged and routed: then Spartacus nar
rmvly watched the movements of Cosslnius. who had b<..-en sent out 
with a large force to advise aod assllit Varinus in the command, and 
came near sei;~ing him as he was bathing. ncar Salinae. Cossinius 
batc:ly cscapt:J willt much difficuiLy, amd Spurtacus at once seized his 
baggagC", pressed hard upon him in pursulL and - ~qak his camp with 
gn·at sl<~ughter. Cossiniu!> also fell. By defeating the praetQt himself in 
many b!iLtles. a.nd tin ally capturing hL'lliclors and the very horse he rode,. 
Spartacus was soon great <.md formidable; bu~ he took a· proper ·view of 
the situation. and since he coukl not c~pect to overcome ·the ROman 
power, began to lead his e~rmy toward the AI.~. thinking lt neccrssary· ror 
I hem to cross !he mountains <.~ntl go to their respective homes, some to 
'fhrC:K:e. and some to Gaul. IluL his men, were now strong In numbers 
and fullol; confidence. and would nollisten to him. but went ravaginl! 
OVCI_: U.a!y. 

It was now no-longer the indignity ami disgrace of the revolt that 
harassed the senate. but t.hey were coastmined by their fear and peril to 
send· both (X)nsuls :jnlo the !idd. as they would to a w-dr of the ul.p:lost dif
liculty .and magnitude. Gcllius. one of the consuls. fell .suddenly upon the 
Gcrnia.ns. who were so insolent and bold. as to separate themselves from 
Lhe·mrun body or Spartacus. arid cut them all to pieces: but when Lentu
lus. the other con~ul. had surrounded the enemy with Jarge rorccs. Spar
tacus. rushed upon Lhcrn. joined battle. dcreated the legates of Lentulus, 
and seized~~~ their baggage. Thc:n. as he was forcing ,hls way ~awards the 
Alp.s, he w-ets met by Cassius. the governor of Cisa.lpine Gaul, with an 
army or ten thousand nacn, and in the baule thaf ensued. Cas5iu~ was 
dere.alcd, i9Sl many men, and escaped hlroself wi~h dif6c.ulty. 

Hl. On learning or this. the senate angrily ordered the consuls to 
k.t~p quiet. and chose Crassus .to conduct the war. and .ma~y of ltie 
nobles were induced by his reputati.on and . their friendship for him to 
sctvc und~ Jlifu. Cmssus hlmself. acconliogly, took poslilon on the 
borders ofPicenum. expecting to receive rhe attack oLSpartacus. who 
w·«s ba~ening thither: and he sent Mumrnius. his leguLe. w.ith two 
legions. by a clccult.ous route. with orders to .follow the enemy, but not Lo 
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jom battle nor even skirmlsh wiLb them. Mummius. hoWL'Vcr, allhc lirst· 
promising opportunily. gave battle and was defe<ned; many of his meo 
were slain. and many of them threw <~way •heir arms und fled for their 
lives. Crassus gave Mummius hlms.df a rough reception. and when he 
armed his soldiers <mew. made them give pledges that they would koop 
their arms. Pivc hundred or them. moreover. who. bad shown th.e $Teat
est cowardice and been lin>l 1o ll~·· he divided Into lirty dc.cades. 
pul to death one from each decade. on whom the lol!cll. 
~ncr Lhe lapse of many years, wt ancient mode of PU!1Isl1ing ui~; ~,.u,,l;[lj 

For disgrace also att.aches to this manner or deatb.. a~;~d many 
and repulsive fcut.urcs uttcnd the punlshment. which · Lhe whoie 
witnesses. 

Wh(·n b· had thus disciplined his men. h.e led them against.the 
But SparLLLClL~ avoiLied bim. and rctirt:d througb Lucanla Lo tbc · 
the SrrniL'i. he chanced upon some Cilicianpirate craf!.. and,,.. .. ..,,-"""'' 
Lo ~t.:ir.l· Sicily. n~ · liu·owlng two thousand men lotothctsh&qd.lle 
Lo kindk unew the sen·lle war. there. which had not long been 
l!uished. and m~-dcd only a little additiOnol ·fuel. But the Olicians. 
mmin~ to l•.,.m:~~ with him und rc~ivlngh!S.gifis. decclvcd bimand 
away. So Srartacus marched back aga!n [rom the sea and cst~bliSb.eaJ 
army in rhe Jl<.'llillSIIIll of Rhegium. Crassus now came up. and 
ing thaL tbe na1 urt' nf Lhc pta('e suggt..~lcd what must be done. he 
mined to build 11 wall across the Isthmus. thereby at once 
:su!Jicrs from idlcrw:;s, and his cncml!;:S.from provisions. Now the 
a huge one an1l dltliruH. but he nccompli.<>bed and finished It, 
10 all expectation, in 11 short time . . run11ing a ditch from sea 
through the neck of land lhrt:e huntired furlongs illleugtl"l and. 
fed in ·width and depth alike. Above tbc 1litch he al5o built a 
u:.ton i~hing height und strength. All this work Spartacus nej~let:tctt~ 
despised at lirst: but soon his provisions began to fail. and 
wanlt'il to snlly forth from the penin~ula, he saw that he was . . . 

<.~nd that there was nuLIIing moc~ to be had !,here. He therefore. 
a ,;nnwy ni~!ht and tt wintry ~wr:m. when he tilled up a small 
Hn: ditch with cnrth and timber and the boughs of lrt..'Cl>. and so 
third part or his force acruss. 

11 • Crassus \\"3~ nnw in rear lest some impulse ti.J march upon 
:;hould seize Spartucus. but took heart when h.c saw that many 
gladiator's men had seceded after a quarrel with him. and 
encamped by themselves on 11 Lucaninn lake. Tllis lake. the~· say, 
from lime to time i!l the ch!U'acter of Us water. becoming swt.'Cl. and 
ngain bitter and undrinkable. Upon this detachment Crassus [ell. 
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tlrove thl"m away rrom the lake. but he was robbed of the slaughter and 
pursuit of thl' fugitives by the .;uddcn appearance of Spartacus. who 
chcc:la;J their fli&ilt. 

Before thlsCrassus had wrlllrn LO the senate Lhat Lhcy must summon 
Lucullus from Thrace and Pompey from Spain. but he wns sorry now 
thai bl! bud done so. uoJ was eager to bring lhe W"dr to un end before 
those gen1·rals came. He knew that the success would be ast:ribt..-d to the 
one who came up with assistance. and not 10 himself. AcconJingly. in 
the Hrst place. b.e determined to attack those oJ the el.'lemy who had 
seceded from the rest and were a~mpaigning on their own account 
lthf..'Y were commwtded by Caius Canicius and Castus), aud with this 
in view. sent oul six thousand men to preoccupy a certain eminence. 
bidding them keep their attemPt a secret. And they did try to elude 
observaUon by covering up lheir helmets. but they were seen by two 
women who were saoificlng .for the enemy. and would have been in peril 
nr thelr livr.:s hod no( Ccus$us qliic,ldy mnde his 8ppc.8f!1DCC and giVCJJ 
battle. the most stubbornly con.tes~ of aU: lor although he slew L1.velve 
thousand three hundn:d men in it. he found only two whowcre wounded 
In the ba1:k. The rest 1111 !,}led standing In the ranks iilld fighting the 
Romans. 

Af~r the cktl~t of this detachment. Spartacus retired to the moun
Lai.ru; ur PcteUa. fallowed closely by Quintus. one of the officers of 
Crassus. and by SctophaS, the qua.estor, who hung upon the enemy's 
rear. But when SpartilCUS fuced about lhere was a great rout of the 
Romans. and they barely managed to dr-dg the quaestor. who had been 
wounded . . away into safety. This su~ was the ruin or Sparra<:us. rOJ' ii 
lillcd l~s sialic,'> wlllt over-confidence.. They lo\'C;!Uid no longer consent. Lo 
avoidbaule. and would not even obey their leaders. butsurroundt.-d them 
as soon as thc:y t>eg.,n to march. with, .arm.<~ in their hands, and rorced 
Lhem to lead back through Lut:anla agaln!>1. the Romans. the very thin~ 
which Ci-as.<;us also moJOt desired. Por Pompey's approach was already 
imnounccd, and there were not a few who publicly proclaimed thut the 
victory in '!lis war bt:longed to him: hl' had only to come and fight and 
put an end to tbe war. Ct"assus. therefore. pn.~d on to On ish the strug
gle himself. and-having cmcanlpcd ncar the enemy. began to dig a trench. 
rnto thi6 the sla'ves leaped mid began to fight with those who were 
workin.g there, ~d since fresh men from both sides kept coming up Lo 
help their comrades. Sparfacussaw the necessity that was upon him. and 
drew up his whole <nmy in order or hattie. In the firsL pl11cc. when his 
horse was brought to him. he drew Ius sword. ami saying thail if he wan 
rhe day he would have m;my fine hor.>eli of rhe enemy's. but if he lost il 
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he c.lid not want <my, he ~lew hi~ horse. Then pushing his Wdy towards 
Cr.dssus hlnl.s •. :1f through muny llyiug weapons and wounded men. he did 
not indeed rec~ch him. but slew two ct:nturions who reu upon him. 
together. Finally. aller hL<~ companions had token to .fllght. he stood aJon~ , 
surrounded b~,. a multitude of roes. and wasstilldefendiog him::;elf 
he was cut down. But allhough t'mssus had been forn.male. had 
most exc~Uenl gencral:;hip, and hild exposed his person lo danger. 
erthele.~. his success did not rail to enhance lhe reputation or 
For the fugitives from the battle l'tlCountered thnt gener<Jl ~<l were 
to pieces. so he could wrilc to the sematc U1al In opeo battle. · 
Cra~.su~ had conquered the slaves. but thal he- hirnselr had 
war. l'..1mpey. according).)·. lor his victories mTr Sertorius and in 
celebrated 11 splendid triumph: but Crossus. for all his 
nol venture to Hsk ror the m<~jor triumph. and it was thougmuiJ[)utlte ·•~• 

mean ln him LO cclebcat.e n-en the minor triumph on foOt, ~~led,,(tJ 
ovation. for a servile war. 

Pumpcy 2l.1-2 • 
Arter this, l'lc [Pompey] remained in Sp::~in long c.-11ou~h to "~ ... ,., .. ,.,,~,-~>.• 

est diSQrders and compose and settle such affairs as were In 
in8ammatory. state; then he led his anny bn'k to Italy. \\/here. 
would have it. he round the servile war 111 its height. for uw; re,ltSo•n. 
Crassus. who h~d the comm<tnd in that war. preclpltatcd the 
[against Spurtf!~us] at g~t hazard. and was succesmul. killing 
thousand three hundred of the enemy. Even In this success. 
fortune somehow nr other i nduded Pompey. since live.,tl hOlLlS<imcll tugi 
from the battJeTell in his wuy. all of whom heslew. and then !il.uJcuJ. 'm 
on Cras.<Jus by writing to the :o;cnall· that Crassus hpd conquered 
lutors ift a pitched battle. but that he him$elr had e~ttirpa~ 
entirely. And it W"dS agreeabl{' to the Romans to he<~r lhls sald 
repcut it, so kindly did they Icc! towards him. 

2. Appian. I11e Civil Vl.'i-lrs 1.14.111 and 116-111.1 
to mid-second century A.D.) 

111. The followlng yclll' 17 3 B.c.) . .. lhc gladinlllrial war in 
~tarted suddenly and be<'ame very serious. 

J 16. At th1• san1e time Sparrocus, a Thracian by birth. who had 
served as a soldlt:r wilh the Romaus. bul had ~incc lx..-en a nri·~n,,,.,.. ;tnl 
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sold for a gladiator. and was in tile gladiatorlat rrailling-scbool at Capua. 
persuaded aboul scvcoty or his comrddcs to litrikc for their own freedom 
rather li11U1 for tbe am usemeni. of spcclHlors, They ovet·ci:unc U1e guards 
and ran away, annlng themselves with clubs and dagg.ecs that they took 
rrom people on the roads. anc;l took refuge on Mount Vesuvius. There 
many fugitive slaves and even some lfeetnen [rom the fields joined Spac
tacus. and h,e plundered the neighbouring country. having for subordi
nate olficers twf,) gladiators named Oenumuus und Crlxus. As he divided 
\.he plunder impartially he soon bad plenty or mco. Vai'iliius Gluber was 
first sent-against him and afterward~ Publius Va~nU:). not with regular 
arrn,k~. but with forces picked up lri haste. and at random. for tbc Romans 
did not consider this a war as yet, but a rdid, something like an outbreak 
of robbery. They attacked Spai:tucus 11nd were lxmtcn. Sparlact.~s even 
capl4red the horse of Varinius; so narrowly did the very genecaJ of the 
Romans escape being captured by a gladiator. 

After this stUl .greater numbers (]~ked t.o:Spartacus till his army n~
bcred 7U,00() men. For these he manl.,lfaclured weapons and collected 
equipment. whereas Rome now sent o:ut the consuls witb two legions. 
117. One of them overcame Crixus with 30.000 men,near MounJ Gar.
l/.anus. two-1hirds of whom pedshed together widt himself. Sp1,1,rtacus 
c•uka11oured to make bjs WilY t\:Irough .the Apennines.lo lhcAips.and the 
(;allic country. but one of the c;onsuls anticipated hlni. and hindered his 
flight while the other hung upon his rear. He turqe9 upon them l)fiC after 
tht: otht'f' and ~ullht!m ia. detn.ij. They,retreat!=d i..n,confusiop in dilTer
c,ntd•reclioqs. Spanacu.s saj;r:i,Ji.ced 300 Romallpdsoners to the shade of 
Crixus, and marched on Rome With :1 iO.OQO foot, having bupted all his 
L!S<;lC$S materiai.I_{U~ all.. his prl.~n'tts, and butc~ec~ his pack-at1imals 
In order to expedite his movement. Many desertersoiTered themselves to 
Wm. but be ~uJd not accept a.i1cm. The consuls agilin met him in the 
count'r.y of Picenum. Here there was fought another greal battle and 
lhcre wns. too. another ~;rc-c~l dt:rcat for tht· Romans. 

Spanacus changed his intention of m.ardling uo Rome. He did nol 
<.·onsider himself ready a.o; yet for that kind of a li~hL a. .. his whole force 
~us not suitably arma.:d. for no city had joined him. hut only shm:s, 
deserters. a11d riff-ra[f. However. he occupied the mountains around 
'l'hurii and took the city ILo;clf. He prohibited the brin11-ing in of gold or 

. silver by mer,hunts. and WC,)uld not allow hi$ uwn men to nt.:quire un}'· 
bm be bought largely or ir.on and brass and did not interfere with those 
wbo dealt in thcs~ arti.clcs. Su.pplled Wltb abundant material from this 
.source his men provided themselves· with pknty of.arms and made fre
quent forays for the time b:cin~. \Nhcn. they ne)\t came to ap engagement 
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witb Lhe Romans they were again victorious. <1nd returned laden. with 
spoils. 

1 1 8. This war. so formidable lo the Romans <ahhoup.h ridiculed and 
dcspiSt:d in the beginning. as bcin$ me,cly tht: work of giHdiators). bad 
now lasu.-d three.- years. When the ek:etlon of new praetors came on. fear. 
fell upon all. and nobody offered himself as a (.'7Jndidate until Ucin,lus 
Crassus. a man dl:iLinguishcd among the Romnns for birth and 
assumed the praetorship. and marched ag<~lnsL S~J<Jrtacus wlih slX 
legions. When he arrived al his destination he recehTd Hlso the 
legiOnS O[ lbc COO,S_UIS, WhOm he! dL'Cimated by Jot foe Lheir bad 
in several battles. Some say that Crnssus. too. having enga!!:ed in 
wilh his whole army, and having been dcfeat.-11, dccimu1ed the 
army and W"dS not deterred by their numbers, buL destroyed abol!.t 
of them. Whkbever way it was. when he hnd once demon:strnted to 
that he was mor~ d<Ulgcrous lo lhem than the eocmy. he nvo.rr>~on 
immediate!}' 10.000 of the Spartacaos. who were encamped <:1\on~·wh 

in a detached posiLion. und killed two-thirds of them. He lhcn 
boldly against Spartacus himself. vanqubhed l11m In a brillil:mt 
ment. and (mrsucd his .(leeing forces w the sea. where they tried to 
over to .Skily. He vvcrtook them and enclosed lhcm \\'jth a line of · 
cumvallatiori con5isting of dUch. wall. and wllng; 

119. Spartacus tried to brenk through and make an •n<:ur,.•un-• 

the: Samnite country. bul Crassus s.lew about 6000 of his men 
morning and as mHrty moce towards evening. Only three ol" U1e 
army were killed and seven wounded. so great was the lmprc•ve.trnell.! 
their moral inspired hy the recent punishinenl. Sparla(:Us, 
expecting u reinforcement of hor$C from somewhere. no longer 
battle with his whole army. buL harassed the bebiegers by frequent 
ht.'("C and thc..'("e. He fell upoo them unexpectedly and continually, 
bundles or fugal's into the d!lch ond scL Lhem on: fire and made 
lahour dlrticult. He also crucil'led a Roman prisoner in the space 
the two armies to show his own •nen what fate awaited them if 
n"t <.oooquer. But when the Romans in the cily heard of the siege 
thought it v.'Ould be disgracerullf thi:;; war against gladiators 
pn1longcd. Believing ul$o thnt the work still to he done againJOt 
cus was great and severe they ordert.'d up IJ~e army of Pompey. 
had jusiHrrh·ed ft:<.Jm Spain. as a remforcemcnt. 

120. On account of this \'Ole Crm.sus tried in every wuy to come 
engagement with Sparb1cus so tlmt Pompey might not reap •m• ·x•,u•·:p• 
the wur. Spart.acus himscll: thinking to anlicipate Pompey. 
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Crassus to come to tenns with him. When his proposals were rcject<~d 
with scorn he resolved Lo risf.; u b<tttlc. and as his cav<dry hud arrived he 
made a dash with hls whole army lhrou,gll the lines of the bL."ii<.:ging force 
and pushed on to Brundul>ium with Crassus In pursuit. When Spartacus 
lrarnctlthut Lucullus hat.l just arrived ia Brunduslum frum his vk:lory 

. ov:er Mithridates he despaired of everything <md brnughL hls forces. 
which were even then very numemus. to dose quarters witl1 Crossus. 
'Jbe batLie \\•as long and bloody, as might bave been exptclet.l wlt:ll so 
many thousands of des_perate men. Spartacus was wounded in the thigh 
witll u 5pC<lr and sank upon his knee. holding his shield in front of him 
and UJntending in rhis way agafnst his assailants until he and dle g~t 
mass of those witl1 bim were surrounded and slain. The Ranum loss \V"ds 
abooL .1000. The body of Sparlucus was uol found. A large number or 
his rricn Oed from the bat1le-tield to the mouniains and Crass us fol.lowed 
thcJT} thither. Th~y divided themselves iq four parts, and continued to 
tight untiiLhey all perished except 6000, wtto were capt9red and cruel· 
lied along the wbole road' !rom Capua tu Rome. 

]21. Crassus accompllshtld l$t.ask wi1.hin six montbs. whence arO!ie 
11 c<lntention for honours between himself and Pompey. 

3. SAI.LLST, Prdgments from Book 3 of Tire Histories 
(ca. 44-35 B.c.) 

3.96!Maurenbrecher)-= 3,64 (McGusll~n) ... over lhe fire they ~eated 
... their stalres. whkb g<Jve tbcm tl1e appearance needed for war and 
with which it was possible to inllict Wounds almost as if rhey bad been 
of itoo. But as the fugiUve slaves were busy with this, Varinius bad sent 
Ills qua~tor Galus 'fhnran\us (I.e .. lbranlus] to Rome :i<> that the true sl.t· 
un1ion coul(i easily be assc.'&'d.in the presence or someone who had been 
lhl"fe.. for u purt of Vnrlnius' soldiers wus sick from the oppressiv.: 
autumn weather. none were returning to their lc.gionary standards from 
lheir last defeat and flighl allJmugh a strict command ordered them to. 
and - this WilS the worst disgrace - the rel>t were shirking U1eir m.Uitury 
duties. Neyerthel~s. with the help of r®rtbousand sokliers stiU willing 
to serve ... [Vurlnius] Jncanwbil~ fortified [his campi under grcut c.xcr
t.ions. '!'hen the runaways. wbo .had used up Lhc!r supplies and [0 avoid 
an attack from the nearby eneiny while they were out looting. all Ide in 
Ulter silence during the sc..'Cond night watch. leaving only a. Lrumpctcr 
in their camp. for they were usec.t to the soldierly practice of posting 
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" watchmen and guards <md carrying out other military tasks, They had 
propped up fresh corpses. secured to lirm stakes. to look. like guHrds to 
everybody who saw them from far away. and they had buill numerous 
flrt .. -s .•. When It was broad dayJlgbt. Varinius wondered whar hBd hap,.· 
pencd Lo Lhe lmulls und the showers of rock.s lhmlhe fugilivc shwl!S ·· . 
used 10 hurling and also noticed the absence of noise. commolian. 
geneml sounds of those who were usually besetting hi~ aU around. 
be senl his cavalry to reconnoia·er up a hill thai overlooked all the 
roundings ... to ffollowJ quicldy their tracks. believing them. 
far: UW<I}' •.• A few days later. conlrcary to custom. our troops' r""~"""""'· 
returned. and their tongues wece ready tor acdon . . so Varinlus. 
On but disregarding what he himself had seen happen, lt-d mo·.,UIIUII' 

rdw and untried rc:cruils and those shot:kc:d by lhl" def~ols of 
a brisk pace again'r the fu~itive sian's' camp. But now they were-
and did not approach a battle ~vith as much swagger as 
dumanded 11nc before. ~ulthe other Sidt" had argut"d among 
in cuunciland were now closet() :\plitting apart. Crixus m1d hi:; 
Gauls and German.<;, wanted to meet the enemy h~d on and 
e1rfer battle; Cln the other band. SparLacus . . . 

3, 98 B-C IA<laurcnbrcdwr; = 1.66 B-C (McGushin). f ...... n:"r"~'"n 
plan I S('CIDCd besl. 'l'hL'n he advised them lO'm(WC out iOlO wider 
which were richer in herds nf caule <~nd where chosen men 
increase their number-befOt:e Varinius could arrivl! with a fresh 
quickly found a s'Iitable man from amtmg the Picentincs as a 
hidden by the Eburi~e m®n!Jiins. he came to [the narrow 
pass ol] Nitres In Luc~nia an.d (rQJll there at dl:jybreak lo llh~ 
Porum Annii without being noticed by the farmers. At once the 
sluves st.u:rted lo rnpc )'Ol!Llg girJs and man1t.-d women, . 
express comma.nd of their leader. Others ... Now those wbo 
and they tried to ~el awuy, at. the same time [mistrcatin& their. 
an inexpressibly horrible manner by twisting ·Lhc blade in the 
and sometimes left the mangled bodic.'i of half-dead v. COl)I.IHI<mllllO:ol 

lhcew firebrands onto-roofs. And many local slaves, whom. ihE;.ir 
dlsposition prompted to be [Spartacus' l allies. dragged wltat · 
masters ,had hidden or their maSI.ers themselves O\lt of their 
plau.-s: to the wrath of barbarians and to lbe.na.turc of slaves 
is sacred or too unspeakable Ito commitj. 'fl-.esc things "~·-~··~~···~ -· 
powcilcss to prevent although he begged tbcrn wl~h freqqeot • 
quitkl)' to anticipate ... messengers ... 

4. Lt\'Y. Periocha~ 95-97 (ql. Early 1-'irsl Century A.D.) 

9 5 (cxct:rpt). Seventy-lour gladiators in C<Jpua escaped from the school 
of Lcntulus. and when a crowd of sl<lVes and prisoners had galhcred. war 
~rokr.: out under lhc Jeudcrship of Crixus l.lnll Spartacus. They defeated 
CluudiusPuJchcr I=Gt~iusCiaudiusulaberl. a legate[teally.praetorj. and 
the praetor l'uQiii.l.'i Vare!lUS IVnriniusj ln buitlc. 

96. Qulntus Arrius. the pr.JClor [really. pri)praetor]. defeated Crixus. 
the leader or the escaped slaves. with 20.000 men. The consul Cnaeus 
Lentulus fou.ght a baUJc against Spurwcus and \V"<Js del"eatcd. Tbc sume 
miLii tlcfcated .the consul .Lucius (:cllius and Lhc: prc1etor Quintus ArMus 
In battle · ·· Proconsul Gaius Cassius and prat:tor Gnacus Manlius 
fo:ught against. Spartucus and were dcJ.:ateti. and Lhe conducl ()f this,war 
wns handed over to Marcus Crassus. tbe praetor. 
. 9 7 (e.xccrpt). Praetor Marcus Cr:assus fir~t foughl~;uc~essfully wilh the 

part of the runaway slaves thut l:unsisted of Gauls clOd Germans, kUJhlg 
35,000 of the enemy and their leaders Cnstus and CanoiClL'\, Then he 
fougbt a decisive battle with Sparlacus, 60,000 mt.:n ru1d Spa.rla~us 
himself were killed. 

s~ Velleius Paterculus. Compe,J4ium of Roman History 
2.30.5-6 (cu. 30 A.D.) 

~li war agi)insl Scrtorius wa!> ~ing waged in SJ)<Im. sil:ty four n11WWU.Y 

sla\•¢8 led by Sparlac~s ~pt.o.d from a g.ladie:uorla.l s..:houl in Capua. in 
lhat city they ~>t hold of swords and nl fi.-sl made for Mt. Vr~uvins; 
soon. when t.hcir crowd incrcuS(.-d daily. th<.'Y inllit:ted scr.klus ruin ou 
Italy oo varit>Us occasions. Their number grew to sul'h an extent rJ1at in 
the fin<~l b.""lnle in which. they fought they fat.-cd the Roman army with 
90.000 mt:n. M<.~rcus Crassus had the glory or Hnishmg off litis war: 
soon. everybody was in agreemcn1 that he "l'.pds lhe leadin,l!. citizen in the 
rcpubhc. 

6. Lucius.Annaeus Floru.s, 6tJilome of Roman History 2.8 
!3.20J (ca.1 25-l35 A.D.) 

Ont: l.<m tolerate. Indeed. even the disgrace uf a \t·;1r a~ain:.1 sla\'r~: 
for nltbough. by force of circumstunccs. they are liable to any kind of 
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tn:Ulmt•nl. ycl they rorm <IS it \H:rc i1 dil$S (all hough an inferior class) 
and can he admillcd lll tht" blessii1~S ol liberty which W(: l'n~oy. But l 
know nol which name tot:i\etolhewur whit:h w;l' .. slirred up ill the insti
gution ol SparLacus: for lhc common soldk.•rs being slave:. ;.md their 
leaders bein~ gladiators -the former men of the.: humblest. the lalter 
men of rhc wor:;c. class added insult to the injury which they inllicted 
upon Rome. 

Sp<Jc1aC"Us. Crixuz.; Md Oeoomaus, breaking out of the IUilOJawn 

school of ~ntulus with thirty or rutlh:r more men of the same . 
tion. escaped from Capua. When. by summoning the slaves to their sta 
d;1rd. they had qukkl}· ..:ollccted more thtu\ lO.OOO adherents, 
men. who had been originally con.tent merely to have escaped. 
be~n to wish to take their revenge ~lso. 'l'he first position 
attmcted them (a suiiablc one for such ravening inoosters) was 
Vesuvius. Being besieged here by CkxUus Glabrus (Giaberl. they slid . · 
11.16U0S or ropes mode or vine-twigs tbrough a pa..~ge in the lllii,IUUn 

lhe mountain down into lis very -dcpUlS. and tssul.ng forth by a 
exit. sei1.ed the camp of the general by a su,dden auack which he 
cxpec:·u .. -d. Th4y then attacked other camps. that of Varcnlus
and al'terwards that of Thordnus; and lhey r.mged over the wholc
Camp<mia. Not content with the plun<lenng of countcy bouses and 
!ages. Lhcy laid w~'ii.C Nola. Nucerlu, Thurn amiMetupontum..with 
ble destruction. Becorni.ng a regular army by the dally arrival or 
forces. they mudc thcmsclvc.,'S rude shields of wicker-work and tbe 
nr anjnmls. and swords and other :weapons by' melting down the 
in the slave-prisons. 'l'hat nothing might be lacking which "'"····"'"' 
lo a regular urmy. cavalry was procured by breaking in herds of 
wnich they enn>untered. and bis mpn brought to Lhcir leader ' 
insignia and fasces captur~ from lhe praetors. ~or were they 
hy the mao wbo. from being a Thracian mercenary. had · 
soldier. and from a soldier a desedcr, ihen a bigh;waymao. and 
thanks to his strength. a gladiator. He ~lso celebrated the obsequies of 
oflit.:.ers •Nho had fallen in battle wllh funerals like those of Roman 
craL ... and ordered his captives to fight -at thelr pyres. just as tbougb 
wisht-u w wipe out all his p~t dishonour by having J,x.~ome. instead 
a gladiator. a ghrer of gladiatQrial shows. Ne~t. actually anock.ing 
ends of consular rdok. he inflicted defeat on the:army of f.cntulus in · 
Apennines and destroyed the camp of Publius. [Le .• Galus) Cassius · 
Mutinn. Elated by these victories he enter~ained the ,project- in itself · 
sumcicnt disgrace to us - of attacking ihe city of Rome. Allnst a 
bined eflhrr wa~ made. supportrd by all the resolilTes of Lhe empirC; 
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ngnlnst this gladiill(lr. rllld l.icinius Cr<~~"SUs vindir-'ltcd the honmrr of 
Rome. Routed and put to Uiglu by him. ()Ur •'lh~mic:;- I am ~tshumcd Lo 

give them thi!' titlc- took rcl'ugc in Jhc furthl'sl t·xtrcmilil's of Italy. Here, 
being cut off in the unglc: of Brutlium and preparing lo escape to Sicily. 
but being unable lo obtain shi~. lhl'Y tried to launch r"dfts of bearru; and 
casks bound together with withies on the swifl. waters of Lhc strdiL~. 
f.uiliug In this attempt. they finally mtuJc a sally and met a dCHth worlhy 
of men, tigbting to the death as became those who were commanded by 
a gladiiitor. Sparlacus himself fell. as· became a general. fighfing most 
bravely in tbe l'wnt I."Unk. 

7. Sextus Julius Frontinus, Struleyies (late first 
century A.D.) 

1. 5.20. Spartacus tilled tbe ditcb with whlcbMarcusCrassus bad sur
roundl-d him at night with the bodies or s~aughtered captives and cattle 
;rnd march~ood across IL. . . . . 

1.5.11. 'l'he same mHn. besieged on Mt. Vesuvius where it wfls 
rough~.--st [Lc .. steepest) and therefore unguarded, twined together- ropes 
or Ol'>icr.; collected from tbe woods. Letting himseU down on them. 
not only did I'M: esca.pc but also, appearing from. another dicection, scared 
Clodlus so much tb.a.t se~rd.l cohorts gave way to only seventy-four 
gladiators. 

1 .-5.2.2 .. Tbe sumc man, when he had been encircled by the proconsul 
Publius VariniU$.J>UtstakeSatshort distances before tbe gate ofbls own 
camp. He propped up and bound de.1d bodies to them. dressed in clothes 
und L'qUippcd with weapons. so ~but to anybody seeing them from far 
av.pdY they aweared t.o be seiJtties. He also lit tires aU over his camp •. With 
this empty spccl.adc he dccelvctl his enemy. cmd in the silence of 1hc nigh I 
he led his lroop:; away. 

I. 7.fo. Spr~rWcus Hnd his troops had shields mnde l'rom osiers thilt 
were covered with hitlcs. 

2.4.7. In the "'ar <rgainst lhe cscdped slaves. Ucinius Crassus was 
g,oinj! lo lead hili soklicrs ily;trnst Castus nnd Cannicus (Gannicus]. the 
lcoocrs uf the Gauls. at Camalatrum. He :;enll\.\'elw 'oh0t1~ with Gaius 
Pomptiniu~> and Quintus M<n'Ciu~ Rufus. his lcgionilry commanders, 
around from bchin.d the mountain. When the battle had alrC<Kl)' h1.-gun. 
lJ1csecoborts raist.ood a· Shout and caml" running !.lownLhe mountain from 
the rear. They pm the enemy to flight so thorooghly that th,·y ran off 
everywhere and no bnttlc was joined anywhere. 

. . ..;:;'...·~ ., . --. 
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2.5.14. In the wilr n~uinst lhe escaped slaves. tr.1ssus l'ortilk.-d his 
two camps wilh paiisa.Jcs verr dose to the enemy camp ncar Ml. Can
h~nna. Then, at: night. he !llO\'t.~ his tmops butlell his headquar~rs in 
the larger camp to deceive the enemy. He led ull hi.<> troops oul himself 
and st<~lioned them at the loot of lhe mountain just mcuUoncd. He 
divided his cavalry and ordered Lucius QuJntius to put U(') one ba.Jr 
agui.nst Spartucus ~nd det:eive him with a reign._'\! battle. with the othL-r 
hair to lure the Gauls and Germans from Castus and ~annil;us' IGanol~ 
cus"l group out to battle and. by pretending to nee. draw thc::m 0\'el: to 
where he himself h~d set up his own battle Hoe. When the barbarians 
hod roLiowed .them [as planned]. the cavalry retreated to the ilanks. and 
suddenly the Roman batlle front lay opc..'O and swifily ndv;mced wilh i\ 
battle-cry. } 5.000 armed men v.-ere killed In that battle with their leadet:S, 
a~ Uvy r-eport_~: Hvc Roman eagles and twenty-six slandard~ were 
tured. and a 101. of other spoUs was taken. among them live 9undles 

rods with their axes. 

8. Paulus Orosius. History against the PagaTlS 5.24 
Hirth century A.V.) 

1-8. In the 679th year from the foundntion of the city of Rome[- · 
IS.C.J, when Lucullus:and Cassius were conJ>uls. :;cvcoty~four ~la•ctlalotslll 
Capmt ran a·wuy from the school of Gnaeus LentuJus . .t\t tmce. · 
thelr leadersCrixus uod Ocnomaus. bolh Gauls; und theTbr.&cian 
racus th~y. occupied .1\'lt. Vesuvius. t\<laking a :Sortie from there, they ... 
the camp or CI()(Jius the praetor. who had su,rroiJOded _them aud 
placing Lbeln under siege. CloUt US him:>tllf \V'dS dtiven.to lligbt, aud 
lmuled otT everythi11g as their spoils. Then, led around Ll.hc l9wns 
~o.nsentia and Mctapqntum. in a short lime, tbey colle(it~ a 
army. for report~ slate t!1at Crixus had iJ. '"TOwd of lOJJOO ·men. 
cus. however. three tim1--s tilat numher at I hat time. (Oenomaushad 
killed In an e~lier battle.) .Arid so they cot'llbinoo 11cts ol killing, · 
robbery, and rdpe indiscriminately. Once. at the funer~l of a 
wom~n whom the}• h<~tl taken prisoner and who had killed her5elf 
agony because her honor had been violated. ij!cy put on a ·.· 
show of 400 or their captives - rhar is to s~zy. those who had once 
I be objects or )-pcctators were golug lObe spcctorors themselves . 
much as they J10.._, functioned as rrniners of gladiulor:;, c~:~thcr thun 
kaders of sQidicrs. Then lhe consllh [or 7.4 B.t:.l. Gellius and 
wes-e scnl ag,uinst them with an army: GcUius ddcalcd Crixus, \Vho 
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foughr back most vigorously. in a baltic. while l.cntulus was defeilted by 
Sparu.cus mid tied. Afterwards both consulo; were dealt ·a serlow; dereat 
and fl.ed, even though lheir f<Jrct-s h11d been L.'ombined. bulln vain . Then 
Lhat same Spartacus defeated Gnius Cassius the proconsul in battle and 
killl-d him. 1\s a re5ult, the City of Rome was struck by terror almost a~ 
much as it hiid trembled wi~n rear wt)en Hannibal had been howling aL 

lhc g&k-s. The serial!! scnl oul Crussus with the consuls" legions ;md wil11 
new r~cruils. H~ soon initialed a bottle wllh lh~ fugitives and killed 
r,.ono lluf took 900 of them prisoner. 'lhen. befo.re be att;1ckcd Sparta
cus himself. who \\'ilSsetUng up hiscampatthehcad of tbeRiverSU~rus. 
Crassus defeated Spartacus' GaUic and German ~uxillaries. killing 
J(),()()() of their men and their lenders. At the very lust he Struck out aL 

Spartacus himself. who was coming against him in a well-ordered battle 
line. nnd 11t his force~t, ffhe largest troops of fugitive .:;laves were with 
Spartacus.) 60.000 ol' them are reported. to have been killed and 6,000 
c-aptured: 3.000 Romari citizens Were_ free!J. '~he others who had escaped 
this battle and were wnnderlng around here and there were hunted 
down by several LRoman] commanders and rubbed out. . · 

1 8 1 9, ... this war against runaway slaves~ or. to putit more truth
fully. against gludiators- caused a general fright sill~ it was no longer 
a show fot lust a l'ew but a cause of fear everywbere BeCause it ls called 
a slave war, nobody should mistake it for something i!lSigoificant accOrd
ing to Its nl:lUle. Often In Us course individual consuls and sometimes 
both. with their forces joined. although to no avail, we~;e defeated and 
iill'gc numbers of the nobility 'Were slaughtered. The runaway slaves, on 
the other hand. who were killed numbered m.ore than lQO,OOO. 
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