THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
MATTHEW

The coming of Christ

TABLE OF THE DESCENT of Jesus Christ, son of David,
Ason of Abraham.

Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac of Jacob, Jacob of Judah
and his brothers, Judah of Perez and Zarah (their mother was Tamar),
Perez of Hezron, Hezron of Ram, Ram of Amminadab, Amminadab of
Nahshon, Nahshon of Salma, Salma of Boaz (his mother was Rahab),
Boaz of Obed (his mother was Ruth), Obed of Jesse; and Jesse was the
father of King David.

David was the father of Solomon (his mother had been the wife of
Uriah), Solomon of Rehoboam, Rehoboam of Abijah, Abijah of Asa,
Asa of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat of Joram, Joram of Azariah, Azariah of
Jotham, Jotham of Ahaz, Ahaz of Hezekiah, Hezekiah of Manasseh,
Manasseh of Amon, Amon of Josiah; and Josiah was the father of Jeconiah
and his brothers at the time of the deportation to Babylon.

After the deportation Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel of
Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel of Abiud, Abiud of Eliakim, Eliakim of Azor,
Azor of Zadok, Zadok of Achim, Achim of Eliud, Eliud of Eleazar, Eleazar
of Matthan, Matthan of Jacob, Jacob of Joseph, the husband of Mary, who
gave birth to? Jesus called Messiah.

There were thus fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David,
fourteen from David until the deportation to Babylon, and fourteen from
the deportation until the Messiah.

THIS 1S THE STORY of the birth of the Messiah. Mary his mother was
betrothed to Joseph; before their marriage she found that she was with
child by the Holy Spirit. Being a man of principle, and at the same time
wanting to save her from exposure, Joseph desired to have the marriage
contract set aside quietly. He had resolved on this, when an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream. ‘Joseph son of David,” said the angel,
‘do not be afraid to take Mary home with you as your wife. It is by the
Holy Spirit that she has conceived this child. She will bear a son; and you
shall give him the name Jesus (Saviour), for he will save his people from
their sins.” All this happened in order to fulfil what the Lord declared
through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and bear a son, and he

¢ Some witnesses read Joseph, to whom was betrothed Mary, a virgin, who gave birth
to . . .; one witness has Joseph, and Joseph, to whom Mary, a virgin, was betrothed, was
the father of . . .
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MATTHEW 1, 2 The coming of Christ

shall be called Emmanuel’, a name which means ‘God is with us’. Rising
from sleep Joseph did as the angel had directed him ; he took Mary home
to be his wife, but had no intercourse with her until her son was born. And
he named the child Jesus.

JEsus was BORN at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of Herod.
After his birth astrologers from the east arrived in Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where
is the child who is born to be king of the Jews?? We observed the rising of
his star, and we have come to pay him homage.” King Herod was greatly
perturbed when he heard this ; and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called
a meeting of the chief priests and lawyers of the Jewish people, and put
before them the question: ‘Where is it that the Messiah is to be born?’
‘At Bethlehem in Judaea’, they replied; and they referred him to the
prophecy which reads: ‘Bethlehem in the land of Judah, you are far from
least in the eyes of #the rulers of Judah; for out of you shall come a leader
to be the shepherd of my people Israel.’

Herod next called the astrologers to meet him in private, and ascertained
from them the time when the star had appeared. He then sent them on to
Bethlehem, and said, ‘Go and make a careful inquiry for the child. When
you have found him, report to me, so that I may go myself and pay him
homage.’

They set out at the king’s bidding; and the star which they had seen at
its rising went ahead of them until it stopped above the place where the
child lay. At the sight of the star they were overjoyed. Entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and bowed to the ground in
homage to him; then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts:
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to go
back to Herod, they returned home another way.

After they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream, and said to him, ‘Rise up, take the child and his mother and
escape with them to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you; for Herod
is going to search for the child to do away with him.” So Joseph rose
from sleep, and taking mother and child by night he went away with
them to Egypt, and there he stayed till Herod’s death. This was to fulfil
what the Lord had declared through the prophet: ‘I called my son out

-of Egypt.’

When Herod saw how the astrologers had tricked him he fell into a
passion, and gave orders for the massacre of all children in Bethlehem
and its neighbourhood, of the age of two years or less, corresponding with
the time he had ascertained from the astrologers. So the words spoken
through Jeremiah the prophet were fulfilled: ‘A voice was heard in Rama,
wailing and loud laments; it was Rachel weeping for her children, and
refusing all consolation, because they were no more.’

The time came that Herod died; and an angel of the Lord appeared in
a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said to him, ‘Rise up, take the child and his
mother, and go with them to the land of Israel, for the men who threatened
the child’s life are dead.’ So he rose, took mother and child with him, and
& Or Where is the king of the Jews who has just been born? b Or least among.

4

The coming of Christ MATTHEW 2-4

came to the land of Israel. Hearing, however, that Archelaus had succeeded
his father Herod as king of Judaea, he was afraid to go there. And being
warned by a dream, he withdrew to the region of Galilee ; there he settled in
a town called Nazareth. This was to fulfil the words spoken through the
prophets: ‘He shall be called a Nazarene.’

ABOUT THAT TIME John the Baptist appeared as a preacher in the
Judaean wilderness; his theme was: ‘Repent; for the kingdom of Heaven
is upon you!” It is of him that the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
‘A voice crying aloud in the wilderness, “Prepare a way for the Lord ; clear
a straight path for him.”’

John’s clothing was a rough coat of camel’s hair, with a leather belt
round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. They flocked to
him from Jerusalem, from all Judaea, and the whole Jordan valley, and
were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.

When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism
he said to them: “You vipers’ brood! Who warned you to escape from the
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coming retribution? Then prove your repentance by the fruit it bears; s
and do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham for our g

father.” 1 tell you that God can make children for Abraham out of these
stones here. Already the axe is laid to the roots of the trees; and every tree
that fails to produce good fruit is cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptize
you with water, for repentance ; but the one who comes after me is mightier
than I. I am not fit to take off his shoes. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire. His shovel is ready in his hand and he will winnow his
threshing-floor ; the wheat he will gather into his granary, but he will burn
the chaff on a fire that can never go out.’ '

Then Jesus arrived at the Jordan from Galilee, and came to John to be
baptized by him. John tried to dissuade him. ‘Do you come to me?’ he
said; ‘I need rather to be baptized by you.’ Jesus replied, ‘Let it be so for the
present; we do well to conform in this way with all that God requires.’
John then allowed him to come. After baptism Jesus came up out of the
water at once, and at that moment heaven opened; he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove to alight upon him; and a voice from heaven
was heard saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved,% on whom my favour
rests.’

JESUS WAS THEN LED AWAY by the Spirit into the wilderness, to be
tempted by the devil.

For forty days and nights he fasted, and at the end of them he was
famished. The tempter approached him and said, ‘If you are the Son of
God, tell these stones to become bread.’ Jesus answered, ‘Scripture says,
“Man cannot live on bread alone; he lives on every word that God utters.”’

The devil then took him to the Holy City and set him on the parapet of
the temple. ‘If you are the Son of God,’ he said, ‘throw yourself down ; for
Scripture says, “He will put his angels in charge of you, and they will
support you in their arms, for fear you should strike your foot against

> @ Or This is my only Son.
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MATTHEW 4, 5 The coming of Christ
astone.”’ Jesus answered him, ‘Scripture says again, “You are not to put
the Lord your God to the test.”’

Once again, the devil took him to a very high mountain, and showed him
all the kingdoms of the world in their glory. ‘All these’, he said, ‘I will give
you, if you will only fall down and do me homage.’ But ]esus said, ‘Begone,
Satan! Scripture says, “You shall do homage to the Lord your God and
worship him alone.”’

Then the devil left him; and angels appeared and waited on him.

When he heard that John had been arrested, Jesus withdrew to Galilee;
and leaving Nazareth he went and settled at Capernaum on the Sea of
Galilee, in the district of Zebulun and Naphtali. This was to fulfil the pas-
sage in the prophet Isaiah which tells of ‘the land of Zebulun, the land of
Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, the land beyond Jordan, heathen Galilee’,
and says:

“The people that l1ved in darkness saw a great light;
light dawned on the dwellers in the land of death’s dark shadow.’

From that day Jesus began to proclaim the message: ‘Repent; for @ the
kingdom of Heaven is upon you.’

JESUS WAS WALKING by the Sea of Galilee when he saw two brothers,
Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the lake;
for they were fishermen. Jesus said to them, ‘Come with me, and I will
make you fishers of men.” And at once they left their nets and followed him.

He went on, and saw another pair of brothers, James son of Zebedee
and his brother John; they were in the boat with their father Zebedee,
overhauling their nets. He called them, and at once they left the boat and
their father, and followed him.

He went round the whole of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues, preach-
ing the gospel of the Kingdom, and curing whatever illness or infirmity
there was among the people. His fame reached the whole of Syria; and
sufferers from every kind of illness, racked with pain, possessed by devils,
epileptic, or paralysed, were all brought to him, and he cured them. Great
crowds also followed him, from Galilee and the Ten Towns,? from
Jerusalem and Judaea, and from Transjordan.

The Sermon on the Mount

WHEN HE SAW the crowds he went up the hill. There he took his seat,
and when his disciples had gathered round him he began to address
them. And this is the teaching he gave:

‘How blest are those who know their need of God;
the kingdom of Heaven is theirs.

How blest are the sorrowful;
they shall find consolation.

@ Some witnesses omit Repent; for,

6

b Greek Decapolis.

The Sermon on.the Mouﬁt MATTHEW 5

How blest are those of a gentle spirit ;
they shall have the earth for their possession.

How blest are those who hunger and thirst to see right prevail ;¢
they shall be satisfied.

How blest are those who show mercy;
mercy shall be shown to them.

How blest are those whose hearts are pure;
they shall see God.

How blest are the peacemakers ;
God shall call them his sons.

How blest are those who have suffered persecution for the cause of right ;
the kingdom of Heaven is theirs.

‘How blest you are, when you suffer insults and persecution and every
kind of calumny for my sake. Accept it with gladness and exultation, for
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you have a rich reward in heaven; in the same way they persecuted the ﬂ@tvllﬁi

prophets before you.

“Y6u are salt to the world. And if salt becomes tasteless, how is its salt-
ness to be restored ? It is now good for nothing but to be thrown away and
trodden underfoot.

‘You are light for all the world. A town that stands on a hill cannot be
hidden. When a lamp is lit, it is not put under the meal-tub, but on the
lamp-stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. And you, like
the lamp, must shed light among your fellows, so that, when they see the
good you do, they may give praise to your Father in heaven.

‘DoNOTSUPPOSE that I have come to abolish the Law and the prophets;
Idid not come to abolish, but to complete. I tell you this: so long as heaven
and earth endure, not a letter, not a stroke, will disappear from the Law
until all that must happen has happened.b If any man therefore sets aside
even the least of the Law’s demands, and teaches others to do the same, he
will have the lowest place in the kingdom of Heaven, whereas anyone who
keeps the Law, and teaches others so, will stand high in the kingdom of
Heaven. I tell you, unless you show yourselves far better men than the
Pharisees and the doctors of the law, you can never enter the kingdom of
Heaven.

“You have learned that our forefathers were told, “Do not commit
murder; anyone who commits murder must be brought to judgement.”
But what I tell you is this: Anyone who nurses anger against his brother ¢
must be brought to judgement. If he abuses his brother he must answer

for it to the court; if he sneers at him he will have to answer for it in the *

fires of hell.

‘If, when you are bringing your gift to the altar, you suddenly remember
that your brother has a grievance against you, leave your gift where it is
before the altar. First go and make your peace with your brother, and only
then come back and offer your gift.

2 Or to do what is right. b Or before all that it stands for is achieved. ¢ Some

witnesses insert without good cause.
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MATTHEW 5, 6 The Sermon on the Mount

‘If someone sues you, come to terms with him promptly while you are
both on your way to court; otherwise he may hand you over to the judge,
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26 and the judge to the constable, and you will be put in jail. I tell you, once !
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you are there you will not be let out till you have paid the last farthing.
‘You have learned that they were told, “Do not commit adultery.”

€8 But what I tell you is this: If a man looks on a woman with a lustful eye,
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he has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

‘If your right eye is your undoing, tear it out and fling it away ; it is better :
for you to lose one part of your body than for the whole of it to be thrown
into hell. And if your right hand is your undoing, cut it off and fling it |

away; it is better for you to lose one part of your body than for the whole !

of it to go to hell.

‘They were told, “A man who divorces his wife must give her a note of
dismissal.” But what I tell you is this: If a man divorces his wife for any
cause other than unchastity he involves her in adultery; and anyone who
marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

‘Again, you have learned that our forefathers were told, “Do not break
your oath”, and, “Oaths sworn to the Lord must be kept.” But what I tel}
you is this: You are not to swear at all—not by heaven, for it is God’s
throne, nor by earth, for it is his footstool, nor by Jerusalem, for it is the
city of the great King, nor by your own head, because you cannot turn
one hair of it white or black. Plain “Yes” or “No” is all you need to say;
anything beyond that comeés from the devil.

‘You have learned that they were told, “Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.”
But what I tell you is this: Do not set yourself against the man who wrongs
you. If someone slaps you on the right cheek, turn and offer him your left.
If a man wants to sue you for your shirt, let him have your coat as well.
If a man in authority makes you go one mile, go with him two. Give when
you are asked to give; and do not turn your back on a man who wants to
borrow.

‘You have learned that they were told, “Love your neighbour, hate your
enemy.” But what I tell you is this: Love your enemies? and pray for your
persecutors; ¢ only so can you be children of your heavenly Father, who
makes his sun rise on good and bad alike, and sends the rain on the honest
and the dishonest. If you love only those who love you, what reward can
you expect? Surely the tax-gatherers do as much as that. And if you greet
only your brothers, what is there extraordinary about that? Even the
heathen do as much. There must be no limit to your goodness, as your
heavenly Father’s goodness knows no bounds.

[~ no reward awaits you in your Father’s house in heaven.

2

3

“Thus, when you do some act of charity, do not announce it with a flourish
of trumpets, as the hypocrites do in synagogue and in the streets to win
admiration from men. I tell you this: they have their reward already. No;
when you do some act of charity, do not let your left hand know what your

@ Some witnesses insert bless those who curse you, do good.ta those who hate you.
b Some witnesses insert and those who treat you spitefully.

8

}*BE CAREFUL not to make a show of your religion before men; if you do,

P

The Sermon on the Mount MATTHEW 6

right is doing; your good deed must be secret, and your Father who sees
what is done in secret will reward you. @

‘Again, when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites ; they love to say
their prayers standing up in synagogue and at the street-corners, for
everyone to see them. I tell you this: they have their reward already. But
when you pray, go into a room by yourself, shut the door, and pray to your
Father who is there in the secret place; and your Father who sees what is
secret will reward you.2

‘In your prayers do not go babbling on like the heathen, who imagine
that the more they say the more likely they are to be heard. Do not imitate
them. Your Father knows what your needs are before you ask him.

“This is how you should pray:

“QOur Father in heaven,
thy name be hallowed;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.?
Forgive us the wrong we have done,
as we have forgiven those who have wronged us.
And do not bring us to the test,
but save us from the evil one.” ¢4

For if you forgive others the wrongs they have done, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you ; but if you do not forgive others, then the wrongs you
have done will not be forgiven by your Father.

‘So too when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites : they make
their faces unsightly so that other people may see that they are fasting.
\{ tell you this: they have their reward already. But when you fast, anoint
your head and wash your face, so that men may not see that you are fasting,
but only your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees
what is secret will give you your reward.

‘DoNOT STORE UP for yourselves treasure on earth, where it grows rusty
and moth-eaten, and thieves break in to steal it. Store up treasure in
heaven, where there is no moth and no rust to spoil it, no thieves to break
in and steal. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

“The lamp of the body is the eye. If your eyes are sound, you will have
light for your whole body; if the eyes are bad, your whole body will be in
darkness. If then the only light you have is darkness, the darkness is
doubly dark.

“No servant can be the slave of two masters; for either he will hate the (23

first and love the second, or he will be devoted to the first and think
nothing of the second. You cannot serve God and Money. )
“Therefore I bid you put away anxious thoughts about food and drink

a Some witnesses add openly. & Or our bread for the morrow, ¢ Or from evil.
4 Some witnesses add For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, for ever.
Amen.
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MATTHEW 6, 7 The Sermon on the Mount

to keep you alive, and clothes to cover your body. Surely life is more than
food, the body more than clothes. Look at the birds of the air; they do not
sow and reap and store in barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. You
are worth more than the birds! Is there a man of you who by anxious
thought can add a foot to his height2? And why be anxious about clothes?
Consider how the lilies grow in the fields; they do not work, they do not
spin; ® and yet, I tell you, even Solomon in all his splendour was not
attired like one of these. But if that is how God clothes the grass in the
fields, which is there today, and tomorrow is thrown on the stove, will he
not all the more clothe you? How little faith you have! No, do not ask
anxiously, “What are we to eat? What are we to drink?
wear?” All these are things for the heathen to run after, not for you,
because your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. Set your
mind on God’s kingdom and his justice before everything else, and all the
rest will come to you as well. So do not be anxious about tomorrow;
tomorrow will look after itself. Each day has troubles enough of its own.
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‘PASS NO JUDGEMENT,
others, so you will yourselves be judged, and whatever measure you deal

out to others will be dealt back to you. Why do you look at the speck of
sawdust in your brother’s eye, with never a thought for the great plank in
your own? Or how can you say to your brother, “Let me take the speck out
of your eye”, when all the time there is that plank in your own? You hypo-
crite! First take the plank out of your own €ye, and then you will see clearly
to take the speck out of your brother’s.

‘Do not give dogs what is holy; do not throw your pearls to the pigs:
they will only trample on them, and turn and tear you to pieces.

‘Ask, and you will receive ; seek, and you will find ; knock, and the door
will be opened. For everyone who asks receives, he who seeks finds, and
to him who knocks, the door will be opened.

‘Is there a man among you who will offer his son a stone when he asks
for bread, or a snake when he asks for fish? If you, then, bad as you are,
know how to give your children what is good for them, how much more will
your heavenly Father give good things to those who ask him!

‘Always treat others as you would like them to treat you: that is the Law
and the prophets.

“Enter by the narrow gate. The gate is wide that leads to perdition,
there is plenty of room on the road,’ and many go that way; but the gate
that leads to life is small and the road is narrow,4 and those who find it

are few.
‘Beware of false prophets,
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men who come to you dressed up as sheep

15
while underneath they are savage wolves. You will recognize them by the

16

What shall we }

and you will not be judged. For as you judge {

fruits they bear. Can grapes be picked from briars, or figs from thistles’

17 In the same way, a good tree always yields good fruit, and a poor tree bad

a QOr a day to his life.
b One witness reads Consider the lilies: they neither card nor spin, nor labour.
¢ Some witnesses read The road that leads to perdition is wide with plenty of room.

d  Some witnesses read but the road that leads to life is small and narrow.
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Teaching and healing
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MATTHEW 8, 9 Teaching and healing

Jesus then went to Peter’s house and found Peter’s mother-in-law in bed
with fever. So he took her by the hand; the fever left her, and she got up
and waited on him.

When evening fell, they brought to him many who were possessed by
devils; and he drove the spirits out with a word and healed all who were
sick, to fulfil the prophecy of Isaiah: ‘He took away our illnesses and lifted
our diseases from us.’@

AT THE SIGHT of the crowds surrounding him Jesus gave word to cross
to the other shore. A doctor of the law came up, and said, ‘Master, I will
follow you wherever you go.’ Jesus replied, ‘Foxes have their holes, the
birds their roosts; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.
Another man, one of his disciples, said to him, ‘Lord, let me go and bury
my father first.” Jesus replied, ‘Follow me, and leave the dead to bury
their dead.’

Jesus then got into the boat, and his disciples followed. All at once a
great storm arose on the lake, till the waves were breaking right over the
boat; but he went on sleeping. So they came and woke him up, crying:
‘Save .us, Lord; we are sinking!” “Why are you such cowards?’ he said;
‘how little faith you have !’ Then he stood up and rebuked the wind and the
sea, and there was a dead calm. The men were astonished at what had
happened, and exclaimed, ‘What sort of man is this ? Even the wind and the
sea obey him.’

When he reached the other side, in the country of the Gadarenes, he
was met by two men who came out from the tombs; they were possessed
by devils, and so violent that no one dared pass that way. ‘You son of God,
they shouted, ‘what do you want with us? Have you come here to torment
us before our time?’ In the distance a large herd of pigs was feeding;
and the devils begged him: ‘If you drive us out, send us into that herd
of pigs.” ‘Begone!’ he said. Then they came out and went into the pigs;
the whole herd rushed over the edge into the lake, and perished in the
water.

The men in charge of them took to their heels, and made for the town,
where they told the whole story, and what had happened to the madmen.
Thereupon all the town came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw him
they begged him to leave the district and go. So he got into the boat and
crossed over, and came to his own town.

And now some men brought him a paralysed man lying on a bed. Seeing
their faith Jesus said to the man, ‘Take heart, my son; your sins are for-
given.’ At this some of the lawyers said to themselves, “This is blasphemous
talk.” Jesus knew what they were thinking, and said, “Why do you harbour
these evil thoughts? Is it easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven”, or to say,
“Stand up and walk” ? But to convince you that the Son of Man has the right
on earth to forgive sins’—he turned to the paralysed man--°‘stand up, take
your bed, and go home.” Thereupon the man got up, and went off home.
The people were filled with awe at the sight, and praised God for granting
such authority to men.

@ QOr and bore the burden of our diseases.
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ASHEPASSED ON from there Jesus saw a man named Matthew at his seat
in the custom-house, and said to him, ‘Follow me’; and Matthew rose and
followed him.

When Jesus was at table in the House, many bad characters—tax-
gatherers and others—were seated with him and his disciples. The
Pharisees noticed this, and said to his disciples, ‘Why is it that your master
eats with tax-gatherers and sinners?’ Jesus heard it and said, ‘It is not the
healthy that need a doctor, but the sick. Go and learn what that text means,
“I require mercy, not sacrifice.” I did not come to invite virtuous people,
but sinners.’

Then John’s disciples came to him with the question : ‘Why do we and
the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not?’ Jesus replied, ‘Can you
expect the bridegroom’s friends to go mourning while the bridegroom is
with them ? The time will come when the bridegroom will be taken away
from them ; that will be the time for them to fast.

‘No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on to an old coat; for then the
patch tears away from the coat, and leaves a bigger hole. Neither do you
put new wine into old wine-skins; if you do, the skins burst, and then the
wine runs out and the skins are spoilt. No, you put new wine into fresh
skins; then both are preserved.’

Teaching and healing

EVEN AS HE SPOKE, there came a president of the synagogue, who bowed
low before him and said, ‘My daughter has just died; but come and lay
your hand on her, and she will live.” Jesus rose and went with him, and so
did his disciples.

Then a woman who had suffered from haemorrhages for twelve years
came up from behind, and touched the edge of his cloak; for she said to
herself, ‘If I can only touch his cloak, I shall be cured.’ But Jesus turned and
saw her, and said, ‘Take heart, my daughter; your faith has cured you.’
And from that moment she recovered.

When Jesus arrived at the president’s house and saw the flute-players
and the general commotion, he said, ‘Be off! The girl is not dead: she is
asleep’ ; and they only laughed at him. But, when everyone had been turned
out, he went into the room and took the girl by the hand, and she got up.
This story became jthe talk of all the country round.

As he passed on Jesus was followed by two blind men, who cried out,
‘Son of David, have pity on us!” And when he had gone indoors they came
to him. Jesus asked, ‘Do you believe that I have the power to do what you
want?’ ‘Yes, sir’, they said. Then he touched their eyes, and said, ‘As you
have believed, so let it be’ ; and their sight was restored. Jesus said to them
sternly, ‘See that no one hears about this.” But as soon as they had gone out
they talked about him all over the country-side.

They were on their way out when a man was brought to him, who was
dumb and possessed by a devil; the devil was cast out and the patient
recovered his speech. Filled with amazement the onlookers said, ‘Nothing
like this has ever been seen in Israel.’ ¢

4 Some witnesses add (34) But the Pharisees said, ‘He casts out devils by the prince of
devils.”
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MATTHEW 9, 10 Teaching and healing

35 SOJESUS WENT ROUND all the towns and villages teaching in their syna-
gogues, announcing the good news of the Kingdom, and curing every kind
36 of ailment and disease. The sight of the people moved him to pity: they
37 were like sheep without a shepherd, harassed and helpless; and he said to
38 his disciples, “The crop is heavy, but labourers are scarce ; you must there-
fore beg the owner to send labourers to harvest his crop.’
10  Then he called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to
cast out unclean spirits and to cure every kind of ailment and disease.
2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first Simon, also called
Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother
3 John; Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew the tax-gatherer,
4 James son of Alphaeus, Lebbaeus,? Simon, a member of the Zealot party,
and Judas Iscariot, the man who betrayed him.
5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Do not
6 take the road to gentile lands, and do not enter any Samaritan town; but
7 go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as you go proclaim
8 the message: “The kingdom of Heaven is upon you.” Heal the sick, raise
the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out devils. You received without cost; give
without charge.
9 to  ‘Provide no gold, silver, or copper to fill your purse, no pack for the road,
no second coat, no shoes, no stick; the worker earns his keep.
I “When you come to any town or village, look for some worthy person in it,
12 and make your home there until you leave. Wish the house peace as you
13 enter it, so that, if it is worthy, your peace may descend on it; if it is not
14 worthy, your peace can come back to you. If anyone will not receive you
or listen to what you say, then as you leave that house or that town shake
15 the dust of it off your feet. I tell you this: on the day of judgement it will
be more bearable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.
16 ‘Look, I send you out like sheep among wolves; be wary as serpents,
innocent as doves.
17 ‘And be on your guard, for men will hand you over to their courts, they
18 will flog you in the synagogues, and you will be brought before governors
19 and kings, for my sake, to testify before them and the heathen. But when
you are arrested, do not worry about what you are to say; when the time
20 comes, the words you need will be given you; for it is not you who will be
speaking: it will be the Spirit of your Father speaking in you.
21 ‘Brother will betray brother to death, and the father his child; children
22 will turn against their parents and send them to their death. All will hate
you for your allegiance to me ; but the man who holds out to the end will be
23 saved. When you are persecuted in one town, take refuge in another; I tell
you this: before you have gone through all the towns of Israel the Son of
Man will have come.
24 ‘A pupil does not rank above his teacher, or a servant above his master.
25 The pupil should be content to share his teacher’s lot, the servant to share
his master’s, If the master has been called Beelzebub, how much more his
household!
26  ‘So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing covered up that will not
@ Some witnesses read Thaddaeus.
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be uncovered, nothing hidden that will not be madeT known. What Ihsa3; 27
to you in the dark you must, repeat in broad daylight; what yox;1 1?11 .
whispered you must shout from the house-tops. Do not f;ar those \3 ot ill 2
the body, but cannot kill the soul. Fear him rather who is able to destroy
1 and body in hell. . ,
bo‘t?srseo‘:lot sparm\}r:'s two a penny? Yet without your Fa’gher s leave nogi 29
one of them can fall to the ground. As for you, even the hairs of yc;xlxr hea 3cI>
have all been counted. So have no fear; you are worth more than any 3
ber of sparrows. '
nu‘rg(/l:;everpthen will acknowledge me before men, 1 will acknowledge 32
him before my Father in heaven; and whoever disowns me before men, 33
ill disown him before my Father in heaven. .
: v‘VYou must not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth 5 I heﬁf_e 34
not come to Bring peace, but a sword. I have come to sc?t a man against his 35
father, a daughter against her mother, a dson;ls_ wife agalr}st her mother-in- y
; and an will find his enemies under his own rool.

la\yﬂlznm;nnils weorthy of me who cares more for father or mother than for 3;
me: no man is worthy of me who cares more for son or dgughter ;noman 3
is v;orthy of me who does not take up his cross gnq walk in my footstep‘sl.1

By gaining his life a man will lose it ; by losing his life for my sake, he will 39

i ‘t. . . .
gm‘r’i‘t) recelve you is to receive me, and to receive me is to receive th'e One 4cI>
who sent me. Whoever receives a prophet as a prophet will bq glveno‘e:l1 4
pfophet’s reward, and whoever receives a g_ood man t_>ecause he Ls a gou .
man will be given a gopod man’s reward. Andif anyone gives SO qu.;c a}s ac ep 4
of cold water to one of these little ones, because he is ; gl’smp e of mine,
this: that man will assuredly not go unrewarded. '

It%yhye(;lu]esltsls had finished giving his twelve dlsC1pl?s their instructions, 11
he left that place and went to teach and preach in the neighbouring

towns.

JOHN, WHO WAS IN PRISON, heard what Christ was doing,. and senzh;i 2
own disciples to him with this message: ‘Are 30\‘1 éhe oréet\:l?cf ;;;0 \;(k):; },,Ou 3
?’ Jesus answered, "(30 an
are we to expect some other? ans A
: i ight, the lame walk, the lepers ¢
hear and see: the blind recover their sight !
made clean, the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life, the poor are hearing

the good news—and happy 1s the man who does not find me a stumbling- 6
blc{;’l;en the messengers were on their way back, Jesus began to speakt l;o 7
the people about John: “What was the spectacle that drew yc?; to c:) .
wilderness? A reed-bed swept by the \gind:> N)oé ’I“kxlilny\(r;rga;1 g; d 13;(2)111( gin
out to see? A man dressed in silks and satins? Sure o T odeed, o
for that. But why did you go out? To see a prophet: s
l:fxl; (;:::l: more than a prophet. He is the man of whom Scripture says, 10

«Here is my herald, whom I send on ahea(;i, of you,
and he will prepare your way before you.

? reater 11
I tell you this: never has there ap peared on earth a mother’s son g
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MATTHEW 11, 12 Teaching and healing

than John the Baptist, and yet the least in the kingdom of Heaven is greater
than he.

‘Ever since the coming of John the Baptist the kingdom of Heaven has
been subjected to violence and violent men? are seizing it. For all the
prophets and the Law foretold things to come until John appeared, and
John is the destined Elijah, if you will but accept it. If you have ears, then
hear.

‘How can I describe this generation? They are like children sitting in
the market-place and shouting at each other,

“We piped for you and you would not dance.”
“We wept and wailed, and you would not mourn.”

For John came, neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He is pos-
sessed.” The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look
at him! a glutton and a drinker, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners!”
And yet God’s wisdom is proved right by its results.’

THEN HE sPOKE of the towns in which most of his miracles had been
performed, and denounced them for their impenitence. ‘Alas for you,
Chorazin!’ he said; ‘alas for you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that were
performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more bearable,
I tell you, for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgement than for you. And
as for you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to the skies ? No, brought down
to the depths! For if the miracles had been performed in Sodom which
were performed in you, Sodom would be standing to this day. But it will
be more bearable, I tell you, for the land of Sodom on the day of judgement
than for you.’

At that time Jesus spoke these words: ‘I thank thee, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, for hiding these things from the learned and wise, and
revealing them to the simple. Yes, Father, such & was thy choice. Everything
is entrusted to me by my Father ; and no one knows the Son but the Father,
and no one knows the Father but the Son and those to whom the Son may
choose to reveal him.

‘Come to me, all whose work is hard, whose load is heavy ; and I will give
you relief. Bend your necks to my yoke, and learn from me, for I am gentle
and humble-hearted ; and your souls will find relief. For my yoke is good
to bear, my load is light.’

Controversy

NCE ABOUT THAT TIME Jesus went through the cornfields on the
Sabbath ; and his disciples, feeling hungry, began to pluck some ears

of corn and eat them. The Pharisees noticed this, and said to him, ‘Look,
your disciples are doing something which is forbidden on the Sabbath.’

4 Or has been forcing its way forward, and men of force . . . b Or Yes, I thank

thee, Father, that such . ..
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He answered, ‘Have you not read what David did when he and his men
were hungry? He went into the House of God and ate the sacred bread,
though neither he nor his men had a right to eat it, but only the priests.
Or have you not read in the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in the
temple break the Sabbath and it is not held against them? I tell you, there
is something greater than the temple here. If you had known what that text
means, “I require mercy, not sacrifice”, you would not have condemned
the innocent. For the Son of Man is sovereign over the Sabbath.’

He went on to another place, and entered their synagogue. A man was
there with a withered arm, and they asked Jesus, ‘Is it permitted to heal on
the Sabbath?’ (They wanted to frame a charge against him.) But he said to
them, ‘Suppose you had one sheep, which fell into a ditch on the Sabbath;
is there one of you who would not catch hold of it and lift it out ? And surely
aman is worth far more than a sheep! It is therefore permitted to do good
on the Sabbath.” Turning to the man he said, ‘Stretch out your arm.” He
stretched it out, and it was made sound again like the other. But the
Pharisees, on leaving the synagogue, laid a plot to do away with him.

Jesus was aware of it and withdrew. Many followed, and he cured all
who were ill; and he gave strict injunctions that they were not to make
him known. This was to fulfil Isaiah’s prophecy:

Controversy

‘Here is my servant, whom I have chosen,
my beloved, on whom my favour rests;
I will put my Spirit upon him,
¢ and he will proclaim judgement among the nations.
He will not strive, he will not shout,
nor will his voice be heard in the streets.
He will not snap off the broken reed,
nor snuff out the smouldering wick,
until he leads justice on to victory.
In him the nations shall place their hope.’

THENTHEY BROUGHT HIM a man who was possessed ; he was blind and
dumb; and Jesus cured him, restoring both speech and sight. The by-
standers were all amazed, and the word went round : ‘Can this be the Son of
David?’ But when the Pharisees heard it they said, ‘It is only by Beelzebub
prince of devils that this man drives the devils out.’

He knew what was in their minds; so he said to them, ‘Every kingdom
divided against itself goes to ruin; and no town, no household, that is
divided against itself can stand. And if it is Satan who casts out Satan, Satan
is divided against himself; how then can his kingdom stand? And if it is
by Beelzebub that I cast out devils, by whom do your own people drive
them out? If this is your argument, they themselves will refute you. But
if it is by the Spirit of God that I drive out the devils, then be sure the
kingdom of God has already come upon you.

‘Or again, how can anyone break into a strong man’s house and make off
with his goods, unless he has first tied the strong man up before ransacking
the house?

17
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MATTHEW 12, 13 Controversy Controversy MATT
i t some
30 ‘He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with all the people stood on the shore. He §p0ke to them in parables, a 3
me scatters. length. ' fell alon
31 ‘And so I tell you this: no sin, no slander, is beyond forgiveness for men, He said : ‘A sower went out to sOW. Agnd as he soggi; :C;I;:j S?gﬁ cfn rocks ‘5‘
except slander spoken against the Spirit, and that will not be forgiven. the footpath; al_ld the blrds came anc ate 1t ug. ickly because it had no
32 Any man who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven ; but if ground, where it had little soil, and it Sp}foute qucornywas scorched, and 6
anyone speaks against the Holy Spirit, for him there is no forgiveness, depth of earth; but when the sun rose the youfnﬁ thistles: and the 7
either in this age or in the age to come. as it had no root it withered away. Some seed fe ?13?;1 Sgeed fell iinto good 8
33 ‘Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and thistles shot up, and choked the corn. An d;?rﬁ; ° it might be, sixtyfold
34 its fruit bad; you can tell a tree by its fruit. You vipers’ brood! How can soil, where it bgre frﬁlt; Yleldm% a ht;r;?r,e old or, & ’ 9
your words be good when you yourselves are evil? For the words that the or thirtyfold. If you have ears, then o to them in 10
35 mouth utters come from the overflowing of the heart. A good man produces I The disciples went up to him and asked,d Why dc;gf iﬁ;&eﬁe cs)ecrets of 11
good from the store of good within himself; and an evil man from evil parables? He replied, ‘It has been granted to you b ted. For 12
within produces evil. the kingdom of Heaven; but to those others it has not de:: n g;ilel. and the
36 ‘I tell you this: there is not a thoughtless word that comes from men’s the man who has will be given more, till he ﬁas gnou’%‘%::lis ?:v ;F; ) ;peak o 13
37 lips but they will have to account for it on the day of judgement. For out man who has not will forfeit even what he has.

of your own mouth you will be acquitted ; out of your own mouth you will
be condemned.’
38 At this some of the doctors of the law and the Pharisees said, ‘Master,
39 we should like you to show us a sign.” He answered: ‘It is a wicked, godless
generation that asks for a sign; and the only sign that will be given it is
40 the sign of the prophet Jonah. Jonah was in the sea-monster’s belly for
three days and three nights, and in the same way the Son of Man will be
41 three days and three nights in the bowels of the earth. At the Judgement,
when this generation is on trial, the men of Nineveh will appear against it4
and ensure its condemnation, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah;
42 and what is here is greater than Jonah. The Queen of the South will appear
at the Judgement when this generation is on trial,? and ensure its con-
demnation, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon; and what is here is greater than Solomon.
43 . ‘“When an unclean spirit comes out of a man it wanders over the deserts
44 seeking a resting-place, and finds none. Then it says, “I will go back to the
home I left.” So it returns and finds the house unoccupied, swept clean,
45 and tidy. Off it goes and collects seven other spirits more wicked than
itself, and they all come in and settle down; and in the end the man’s
plight is worse than before. That is how it will be with this wicked
generation.’
46 He was still speaking to the crowd when his mother and brothers
47 appeared; they stood outside, wanting to speak to him. Someone said,
“Your mother and your brothers are here outside; they want to speak to
48 you.’ Jesus turned to the man who brought the message, and said, ‘Who
49 is my mother? Who are my brothers?’; and pointing to the disciples, he
so said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers. Whoever does the will of my
heavenly Father is my brother, my sister, my mother.’

in parables; for they look without seeing,. and li§ten;w1th.out hearing
E)};elir:lderitanding’. There is a prophecy of Isalah which is being flclllﬁlled 14
for them: “You may hear and hear, but you will never unde’rstax} é}lf;)u
may look and look, but you will never see. For this people’s nrﬁn has 15
become gross ; their ears are dulled, and the}r eyes are closed. dOt e(;'\:/l:;e:
their eyes might see, their ears he:ilg, l:mcil tll:elr 1,1’rund understand, an
ight turn again, and I wou eal them.
thf%gcl lglappy aregyour eyes because they see, and your ears because theey i6
hear! Many prophets and saints, I tell you, desired to see w_hat you now see, 17
yet never saw it; to hear what you hear, yet never heard it. N e 1 1
“You, then, may hear the parable of the sower. ngen a man hears 9

word that tells of the Kingdom but fails to understand it, the evil one come;

and carries off what has been sown in his heart. Theré¢ you havg tl}e seler:1
sown along the footpath. The seed sown on rocky_grqund stands c;r_'f( e(; Zc:
man who, on hearing the word, accepts it at once with joy; bu_t as it sb lrl

no root in him he has no staying-power, and when there is tr01c11 e or
persecution on account of the word he falls away at once. The Sf:;l sown 22
among thistles represents the man who hearg the word, but wor ﬁf carecsl

and the false glamour of wealth choke it, and it proves barren. gut the dsee‘:t 23
that fell into good soil is the man who hears the word anq un erls)tan : Stl )
who accordingly bears fruit, and yields a hundredfold or, it may be, sIxty

thirtyfold.’ ‘ ‘

fOlIc-llec:)rre l;ls a}zrlother parable that he put bqfore them: “The k1Q%dom of 24
Heaven is like this. A man sowed his field with good seed ; but whi edeveré{e 25
one was asleep his enemy came, sowed darnel among the wheat, laélb ma e
off. When the corn sprouted and began to fill out, the da_me‘l‘.cpu e see ! 2
among it. The farmer’s men went to their master and said, Slg, wai itnot 27
good seed that you sowed in your field? Then whgre has the ”arﬁe cog:je .
from?” “This is an enemy’s doing”, he replied. Wel}‘_then, they said, 2
“shall we go and gather the darnel ?” “No,” he answered ; “in gatherm%rl it ytc;ﬁ 22
might pull up the wheat at the same time. Let them‘ both grow aoget leé o 3
harvest; and at harvest-time I will tell the reapers, Gathe.r the aréle ’r” ;
and tie it in bundles for burning; then collect the wheat into my barn.

1312 THATSAMEDAY Jesus went out and sat by the lake-side, where so many
people gathered round him thathe had to get into a boat. He sat there, and
4 Or will rise again together with it. b Or At the Judgement the Queen of the
South will be raised to life together with this generation.

18 Qq 19
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3t And this is another parable that he put before them: ‘The kingdom of
Heaven is like a mustard-seed, which a man took and sowed in his field.

32 As a seed, mustard is smaller than any other; but when it has grown it is
bigger than any garden-plant; it becomes a tree, big enough for the birds
to come and roost among its branches.’

33 He told them also this parable: ‘The kingdom of Heaven is like yeast,
which a woman took and mixed with half a hundredweight of flour till
it was all leavened.’

34 Inall this teaching to the crowds Jesus spoke in parables; in fact he never

35 spoke to them without a parable. This was to fulfil the prophecy of Isaiah; ¢

‘I will open my mouth in parables;
I will utter things kept secret since the world was made.’

36 He then dismissed the people, and went into the house, where his
disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain to us the parable of the darnel in

37 the field.” And this was his answer: ‘The sower of the good seed is the Son

38 of Man. The field is the world s the good seed stands for the children of the

39 Kingdom, the darnel for the children of the evil one. The enemy who sowed
the darnel is the devil. The harvest is the end of time. The reapers are

40 angels. As the darnel, then, is gathered up and burnt, so at the end of time

41 the Son of Man will send out his angels, who will gather out of his kingdom

42 whatever makes men stumble, and all whose deeds are evil, and these will
be thrown into the blazing furnace, the place of wailing and grinding of

43 teeth. And then the righteous will shine as brightly as the sun in the king-
dom of their Father. If you have ears, then hear.

44 ‘Thekingdom of Heaven is like treasure lying buried in a field. The man
who found it, buried it again; and for sheer joy went and sold everything
he had, and bought that field.

45 ‘Here is another picture of the kingdom of Heaven. A merchant looking

46 out for fine pearls found one of very special value; so he went and sold
everything he had, and bought it.

47 ‘Again the kingdom of Heaven is like a net let down into the sea, where

48 fish of every kind were caughtin it. When it was full, it was dragged ashore.
Then the men sat down and collected the good fish into pails and threw the

49 worthless away. That is how it will be at the end of time. The angels will

so go forth, and they will separate the wicked from the good, and throw them
into the blazing furnace, the place of wailing and grinding of teeth.

51 ‘Have you understood all this?’ he asked; and they answered, ‘Yes.’

52 He said to them, ‘When, therefore, a teacher of the law has become a
learner in the kingdom of Heaven, he is like a householder who can produce
from his store both the new and the old.’

54 WHEN HE HAD FINISHED these parables Jesus left that place, and came
to his home town, where he taught the people in their synagogue. In
amazement they asked, ‘“Where does he get this wisdom from, and these

55 miraculous powers? Is he not the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called

56 Mary, his brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas? And are not all his

@ Some witnesses omit of Isaiah.
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sisters here with us? Where then has he got all thig from?’ So tftlleylfdfqll 57

foul of him, and this led him to say, fA prophet w11} al,ways lt)le d'ed 1r: .

honour, except in his home to;vn, anc;ll in his otwrt}fia;?;llly. And he did not s
iracles there: such was their want o . .

WOIrtk vls’::xasngtr?hat time that reports about ]esqs reached the‘ears of Prl;nce 14

Herod. ‘“This is John the Baptist,” he said to his attendants ; ‘John t}ashieer} 2

raised to life, and that is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.

ROD had arrested John, put him in chgins, gnd thrown him into 3
;Ii'?s:)vnf{(fn :ccount of Herodias, his brother Philip’s w1fq; for John h?:'i toltd 4
him: “You have no right to her.” Herod would have liked to put 1nt1l 0 5
death, but he was afraid of the people, in whose eyes .]ohn wafi elx) ptfop tite: ]
But at his birthday celebrations the daughter of Herodias dancq i ore e
guests, and Herod was so delighted that he took an oatt} to‘ give her etxlnyc ;
thing she cared to ask. Prompted by her moth'er, she sal.d, Give mtf etrle
on a dish the head of John the Baptist.” The klng was dlstresseddw Znthz 9
heard it; but out of regard for his oath and for his guests, he ordere

request to be granted, and had John beheaded in prison. The head was 10 11

i i i irl; ied it to her mother.
brought in on a dish and given to the girl; and she carrie er mo
TrheI% John’s disciples came and took away the body, and buried it; and 12
they went and told Jesus.

HEN HE HEARD what had happened Jesus withdrew p'rlvz.ltely by boat 13
Sga lonely place; but people heard of it, and came after him in crowdd.s 111313; :
land from the towns. When he came ashore, he saw a great qrc;(wv&h I4
heart went out to them, and he cured t'hose of tt'lem‘ wh.o were s1c1. 1 en 15
it grew late the disciples came up to him and sald_, This is a lor;le vyp ?c:S,
and the day has gone; send the people off to the v111age§ tobuyt emseil v g
food.” He answered, ‘There is no need for them to go;give them someat tmg 1
to eat yourselves.” ‘All we have here’, they said, ‘is five loave.s gn vgn 1;
fishes.” ‘Let me have them’, he replied. So he told the people to sﬁ( gwn 0
the grass; then, taking the five loaves and the two fishes, he lt?od? p}f t°
heaven, said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them to t tf : ISﬁlp :t S: .
and the disciples gave them to the ppople. Th_ey all ate to their ea;l s
content; and the scraps left over, which they picked up, v'verfl 'enotil o
fill twelve great baskets. Somelt(iive thousand men shared in this meal,

ing of women and children. .
Sayrﬁglt'lh;lr;gmade the disciples embark and go on ahead to the oF{ler' §1dte, zz
while he sent the people away ; after doing tha;, he went up the hi l—sll edo 22
pray alone. It grew late, and he was there l?y himself. The boat was a ;e:eay
some furlongs from the shore,? battling with a head-wind and aroug the. s
Between three and six in the morning .he came to them, walking ov§rk e 2
lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake they were so st f?e l; 26
that they cried out in terror: ‘Itis a dghost!’ But at once he spoke to :
¢ ! It is I; do not be afraid.’

T?’tietrle?aﬁtleé to hi’m: ‘Lord, if it is you, tell me to come to you doverl 1:h<e1 ;8
water.” ‘Come’, said Jesus. Peter stepped down from the boat, and walked 29
@ Some witnesses read already well out on the water.
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MATTHEW 14, 15 Controversy

over the water towards Jesus. But when he saw the strength of the gale he
was seized with fear; and beginning to sink, he cried, ‘Save-me, Lord.’
Jesus at once reached out and caught hold of him, and said, “Why did you
hesitate? How little faith you have!’ They then climbed into the boat;
and the wind dropped. And the men in the boat fell at his feet, exclaiming,
“Truly you are the Son of God.’.

So they finished the crossing and came to land at Gennesaret. There
Jesus was recognized by the people of the place, who sent out word to all
the country round. And ail who were ill were brought to him, and he was
begged to allow them simply to touch the edge of his cloak. And everyone
who touched it was completely cured.

THEN JESUS WAS APPROACHED by a group of Pharisees and lawyers
from Jerusalem, with the question: ‘Why do your disciples break the
ancient tradition ? They do not wash their hands before meals.” He answered
them: ‘And what of you? Why do you break God’s commandment in the
interest of your tradition ? For God said, “Honour your father and mother”,
and, “The man who curses his father or mother must suffer death.” But you
say, “If a man says to his father or mother, ‘Anything of mine which might
have been used for your benefit is set apart for God’, then he must not
honour his father or his mother.” You have made God’s law null and void
out of respect for your tradition. What hypocrisy! Isaiah was right when he
prophesied about you: “This people pays me lip-service, but their heart
is far from me; their worship of me is in vain, for they teach as doctrines
the commandments of men.”’

He called the crowd and said to them, ‘Listen to me, and understand
this: a man is not defiled by what goes into his mouth, but by what comes
out of it.’

Then the disciples came to him and said, ‘Do you know that the Phari-
sees have taken great offence at what you have been saying?’ His answer
was: ‘Any plant that is not of my heavenly Father’s planting will be rooted
up. Leave them alone; they are blind guides,? and if one blind man guides
another they will both fall into the ditch.’

Then Peter said, ‘Tell us what that parable means.’ Jesus answered,
‘Are you still as dull as the rest? Do you not see that whatever goes in by
the mouth passes into the stomach and so is discharged into the drain?
But what comes out of the mouth has its origins in the heart; and that is
what defiles a man. Wicked thoughts, murder, adultery, fornication, theft,
perjury, slander—these all proceed from the heart; and these are the things

that defile a man; but to eat without first washing his hands, that cannot
defile him.’

2 Some witnesses insert of blind men.
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Fesus and his disciples

ESUS THEN LEFT that place and withdrew to the region of Tyre apd
] Sidon. And a Canaanite woman from those parts came crying out, ‘Sir!
have pity on me, Son_of David ; my daughter is tormented by a devil.” But
he said not a word in reply. His disciples came and urged him: ‘Send her
away ; see how she comes shouting after us.’ Jesus replied, ‘I was sent to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel, and to them alone.” But the woman came
and fell at his feet and cried, ‘Help me, sir.” To this Jesus replied, ‘IF is not
right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.’ ‘Trqe, sir,’ she,
answered; ‘and yet the dogs eat the scraps that fall from their masters
table.” Hearing this Jesus replied, ‘Woman, what faith you have! Be it
as you wish!” And from that moment her daughter was restored to health.

After leaving that region Jesus took the road by the Sea of Galilee a}nd
went up to the hills. When he was seated there, crowds flocked to him,
bringing with them the lame, blind, dumb, and crippled, and many other
sufferers; they threw them down at his feet, and he healed therq. Great
was the amazement of the people when they saw the dumb speaking, the
crippled strong, the lame walking, and sight restored to the blind ; and they
gave praise to the God of Israel.

Jesus called his disciples and said to them, ‘I feel sorry for_ all these
people; they have been with me now for three days and have nothing to eat.
I do not want to send them away unfed ; they might turn faint on the way.’
The disciples replied, “Where in this lonely place can we find bread enough
to feed such a crowd ?’ ‘How many loaves have you?’ Jesus asked. ‘Seven,’
they replied ; ‘and there are a few small fishes.” So he ordered the people
to sit down on the ground; then he took the seven loaves and th":i ﬁ_shes,
and after giving thanks to God he broke them and gave to the disciples,
and the disciples gave to the people. They all ate to their hearts’ content ; and
the scraps left over, which they picked up, were enough to fill seven
baskets. Four thousand men shared in this meal, to say nothing of women
and children. He then dismissed the crowds, got into a boat, and went to
the neighbourhood of Magadan. )

The Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked hqu to
show them a sign from heaven. His answer was: % ‘It is a wicked generation
that asks for a sign; and the only sign that will be given it is the sign of
Jonah.” So he went off and left them.

In crossing to the other side the disciples had forgotten to take bgead
with them. So, when Jesus said to them, ‘Beware, be on your guard against
the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees’, they began to say among therr}-
selves, ‘It is because we have brought no bread !’ Knowing wt}at was in their
minds, Jesus said to them: “Why do you talk about bringing no bread?
Where is your faith? Do you not understand even yet? Do you not remem-
ber the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many basketfuls you
4 Some witnesses here insert ‘In the evening you say, ‘It will be fine weather, for the sky
isred”; (3) and in the morning you say, ‘It will be stormy today ; the sky is red and lovyer-
ing.” You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky ; can you not interpret the signs
of the times?’
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MATTHEW 16, 17

Fesus and his disciples Sesusand his disciples MATTHEW 17, 18

10 picked up? Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many
11 basketfuls you picked up? How can you fail to see that I was not speaking

about bread ? Be on your guard, I said, against the leaven of the Pharisees
12 and Sadducees.’ Then they understood: they were to be on their guard,

not against baker’s leaven, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.

“THhis i n, my Beloved,? on whom my favour rests; listen to him.
x‘;[;lzﬁetorlrllr}:dsoof tine \yoice the disciples fell on their faces in terror. ]esu; tl"lgr} 6 7
came up to them, touched them, and said,.‘Stand up; do not be afraid. .
And when they raised their eyes they saw no one, but only Jesus. I .

On their way down the mountain, Jesus enjome_d them not to te :ényToh 9
of the vision until the Son of Man had been raised from the Sﬁa El f\ 10
disciples put a question to him: “Why tt.l.en do our teachers say that l;)a
must come first?’ He replied, ‘Yes, Elijah will come and set everything 11
right. But I tell you that Elijah has algegdy come, and they failed l;o ;ecog—f 12
nize him, and worked their will upon him; anq in the same way tde honh
Man is to suffer at their hands.” Then the disciples understood that he 13

the Baptist. ]
m%(/nt:e]rfﬁ?ey retur%ed to the crowd, a man came up to ]esps, fell ﬁn h}S 14
knees before him, and said, ‘Have pity, sir, on my son: he is an cf:p eptic 15
and has bad fits, and he keeps falling about, often into the fire, 0 te,n into ‘.
water. I brought him to your disciples, but they could pot‘cure hllm. ]eki:\llsl 16 17
answered, ‘What an unbelieving and perverse generation: How on’g sesus .
I be with you? How long must I endure you?‘ Bring him here tome.” | S 1
then spoke sternly to the boy; the devil left him, and from that momen
wazftléifgrds the disciples came to Jesus and askeq him privately, ‘?Why 19
could not we cast it out?’ He answered, ‘Your faith is too small. I. ltlel yc;u 20
this: if you have faith no bigger even than a mus:card‘—seed, you wllﬁ sayt lci
this mountain, “Move from here to there!”, and it will move ; nothing wi
prove impossible for you.’ b

13 WHEN HE CAME to the territory of Caesarea Philippi, Jesus asked his

14 disciples, ‘Who do men say that the Son of Man is??’ They answered,

‘Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, others Jeremiah, or one of the
15 16 prophets.” ‘And you,” he asked, ‘who do you say I am?’ Simon Peter

17 answered: ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Then Jesus
said: ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are favoured indeed! You did not learn

18 that from mortal man; it was revealed to you by my heavenly Father. And
I say this to you: You are Peter, the Rock; and on this rock I will build my

19 church, and the powers of death shall never conquer it.? I will give you
the keys of the kingdom of Heaven ; what you forbid on earth shall be for-
bidden in heaven, and what you allow on earth shall be allowed in heaven.’

20 He then gave his disciples strict orders not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

21 From that time Jesus began to make it clear to his disciples that he had
to go to Jerusalem, and there to suffer much from the elders, chief priests,
and doctors of the law ; to be put to death and to be raised again on the third

22 day. At this Peter took him by the arm and began to rebuke him: ‘Heaven

23 forbid!’ he said. ‘No, Lord, this shall never happen to you.” Then Jesus
turned and said to Peter, ‘Away with you, Satan; you are a stumbling-
block to me. You think as men think, not as God thinks.’

24  Jesusthen said to his disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to be a follower of mine,
he must leave self behind; he must take up his cross and come with me.

25 Whoever cares for his own safety is lost; but if a man will let himself be lost

26 for my sake, he will find his true self. What will a man gain by winning
the whole world, at the cost of his true self? Or what can he give that will

27 buy that self back? For the Son of Man is to come in the glory of his Father
with his angels, and then he will give each man the due reward for what

28 he has done. I tell you this: there are some of those standing here who

will not taste death before they have seen the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.’

3

THEY WERE GOING about together in Galilee when Jesus said to t‘ﬁeﬁi 22
“The Son of Man is to be given up into th? power pf ,rnen, and they WIﬁlled 23
him ; then on the third day he will be raised again.” And they were
WIglngilllifi} arrival at Capernaum the collectors of the temple;’sa‘x carge up 24
to Peter and asked, ‘Does your master not pay temple-tax. .He ‘ \)((;;SE 25
said Peter. When he went indoors Jesus forestalled him by askmf, | at
do you think about this, Simon? From whom do_ eartl,nl‘y monarlg s (’:o zicd 3
tax or toll? From their own people, or from aliens? Fror'n aliens’, s ud 2
Peter. ‘Why then,’ said Jesus, ‘their own people are exempt! But ag v:eﬁsh 7
not want to cause offence, go and cast a line in the 1a}<e; take th_? IS ish
that comes to the hook, open its mﬁuth, afnd y011)1 \;111} find a silver coin;

d pay it in; it will meet the tax for us both. ‘
takgtﬂtnlr?;tagmg t¥1e dis::iples came to Jesus ar}d asked,“W.ho is the gfreﬁtest 18
in the kingdom of Heaven ?’ He called a child, set him in frlc_rli:t oh.icderﬁ, 2
and said, ‘I tell you this: unless you turn round and become 11 ;.lc t: rseel% 3
you will never enter the kingdom of Heaven. Lpt a man hum ?Hlm L 4
till he is like this child, and he will be the greatest in :che kingdom qf eave S )
Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me. Bqt if a man 1it 5
a cause of stumbling to one of these little ones who have faith in me,
¢ Or This is my only Son. b Some witnesses add (21) But there is no means of
casting out this sort but prayer and fasting.

17 S1XxDAYSLATER Jesus took Peter, James, and John the brother of James,
2 and led them up a high mountain where they were alone; and in their
presence he was transfigured; his face shone like the sun, and his clothes

3 became white as the light. And they saw Moses and Elijah appear, con-
4 versing with him. Then Peter spoke: ‘Lord,” he said, ‘how good it is that
we are here! If you wish it, I will make three shelters here, one for you,

s one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, a bright
cloud suddenly overshadowed them, and a voice cdlled from the cloud:

@ Some witnesses read that 1, the Son of Man, am. b Or the gates of death shall
never close upon it.
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MATTHEW 18 Fesus and his disciples

would be better for him to have a millstone hung round his neck and be
drowned in the depths of the sea. Alas for the world that such causes of
stumbling arise! Come they must, but woe betide the man through whom
they come!

‘If your hand or your foot is your undoing, cut it off and fling it away;
itis better for you to enter into life maimed or lame, than to keep two hands
or two feet and be thrown into the eternal fire. If it is your eye that is your
undoing, tear it out and fling it away; it is better to enter into life with one
eye than to keep both eyes and be thrown into the fires of hell.

‘Never despise one of these little ones ; I tell you, they have their guardian
angels in heaven, who look continually on the face of my heavenly Father, ¢

‘What do you think ? Suppose a man has a hundred sheep. If one of them
strays, does he not leave the other ninety-nine on the hillside and go in
search of the one that strayed ? And if he should find it, I tell you this: he
is more delighted over that sheep than over the ninety-nine that never
strayed. In the same way, it is not your heavenly Father’s will that one of
these little ones should be lost.

‘If your brother commits a sin,? go and take the matter up with him,
strictly between yourselves, and if he listens to you, you have won your
brother over. If he will not listen, take one or two others with you, so that
all facts may be duly established on the evidence of two or three witnesses,
If he refuses to listen to them, report the matter to the congregation ; and
if he will not listen even to the congregation, you must then treat him as you
would a pagan or a tax-gatherer.

‘I tell you this: whatever you forbid on earth shall be forbidden in heaven,
and whatever you allow on earth shall be allowed in heaven.

‘Again I tell you this:: if two of you agree on earth about any request you 4

have to make, that request will be granted by my heavenly Father. For
where two or three have met together in my name, I am there among them.’

Then Peter came up and asked him, ‘Lord, how often am I to forgive
my brother if he goes on wronging me? As many as seven times?’ Jesus
replied, ‘I do not say seven times; I say seventy times seven. ¢

“The kingdom of Heaven, therefore, should be thought of in this way:
There was once a king who decided to settle accounts with the men who
served him. At the outset there appeared before him a man whose debt
ran into millions.< Since he had no means of paying, his master ordered him
to be sold to meet the debt, with his wife, his children, and everything he
had. The man fell prostrate at his master’s feet, “Be patient with me,” he
said, “and I will pay in full”; and the master was so moved with pity that
he let the man go and remitted the debt. But no sooner had the man gone
outthanhemetafellow-servant who owed him a few pounds;¢ and catching
hold of him he gripped him by the throat and said, “Pay me what you owe.”
The man fell at his fellow-servant’s feet, and begged him, “Be patient with
me, and I will pay you” ; but he refused, and had him jailed until he should
pay the debt. The other servants were deeply distressed when they saw

b Some wit-
d Literally who owed

@ Some witnesses add (11) For the Son of Man came to save the lost.
nesses tnsert against you. ¢ Or seventy-seven times.
10,000 talents. ¢ Literally owed him 100 denarii.

26

MA?‘THEW 18, 19

what had happened, and they went to their master and told him the whole
story. He accordingly sent for the man. “You scoundrel!” he said to him;
“I remitted the whole of your debt when you appealed to me; were you
not bound to show your fellow-servant the same pity as I showed you?”
And so angry was the master that he condemned the man to torture until
he should pay the debt in full. And that is how my heavenly Father will
deal with you, unless you each forgive your brother from your hearts.’

Jesus and his disciples

WHEN JESUS HAD FINISHED this discourse he left Galilee and came into
the region of Judaea across Jordan. Great crowds followed him, and he
healed them there.

Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, ‘Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife on any and every ground ?’? He asked in return, ‘Have you
never read that the Creator made them from the beginning male and
female?’; and he added, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and
mother, and be made one with his wife ; and the two shall become one flesh.
It follows that they are no longer two individuals: they are one flesh. What
God has joined together, man must not separate.” “Why then’, they ob-
jected, ‘did Moses lay it down that a man might divorce his wife by note of
dismissal?” He answered, ‘It was because your minds were closed that
Moses gave you permission to divorce your wives ; but it was not like that
when all began. I tell you, if a man divorces his wife for any cause other
than unchastity, and marries another, he commits adultery.”®

The disciples said to him, ‘If that is the position with husband and wife,
it is better not to marry.’ To this he replied, “That is something which not
everyone can accept, but only those for whom God has appointed it. For
while some are incapable of marriage because they were born so, or were
made so by men, there are others who have themselves renounced marriage
for the sake of the kingdom of Heaven. Let those accept it who can.’

They brought children for him to lay his hands on them with prayer.
The disciples rebuked them, but Jesus said to them, ‘Let the children come
to me ; do not try to stop them ; for the kingdom of Heaven belongs to such
as these.” And he laid his hands on the children, and went his way.

And now a man came up and asked him, ‘Master, what good must I do
to gain eternal life?’ ‘Good ?’ said Jesus. ‘Why do you ask me about that?
One alone is good. But if you wish to enter into life, keep the command-
ments.” ‘Which commandments?’ he asked. Jesus answered, ‘Do not
murder ; do not commit adultery; do not steal ; do not give false evidence;
honour your father and mother; and love your neighbour as yourself.’
The young man answered, ‘I have kept all these. Where do I still fall short ?’
Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to go the whole way, go, sell your possessions,
and give to the poor, and then you will have riches in heaven; and come,
follow me.” When the young man heard this, he went away with a heavy
heart; for he was a man of great wealth.

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I tell you this: a rich man will find it hard to
enter the kingdom of Heaven. I repeat, it is easier for a camel to pass through

2 Or Is there any ground on which it is lawful for a man to divorce his wife?

* b Some witnesses add And the man who marries a woman so divorced commits adultery.
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MATTHEW 19, 20 Jesus and his disciples

the eye qf a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’
The disciples were amazed to hear this. “Then who can be saved?’ they
asked. Jesus looked at them, and said, ‘For men this is impossible; but
everything is possible for God.’ ’

At this Peter said, ‘We here have left everything to become your fol-
lowe‘rs. What will there be for us?* Jesus replied, ‘I tell you this: in the world
that is to be, when the Son of Man is seated on his throne in heavenly splen-
dogr, you my followers will have thrones of your own, where you will sit
as 11.1dges of the twelve tribes of Israel. And anyone who has left brothers
or sisters, father, mother, or children, land or houses for the sake of my
name will be repaid many times over, and gain eternal life. But many who
are first will be last, and the last first.

‘The kingdom of Heaven is like this. There was once a landowner who
went out early one morning to hire labourers for his vineyard ; and after
agreeing to pay them the usual day’s wage @ he sent them off to work. Going
out three hours later he saw some more men standing idle in the market-
place. “Go and join the others in the vineyard,” he said, “and 1 will pay
you a'falr wage”; so off they went. At midday he went out again, and at
three in the afternoon, and made the same arrangement as before. An hour
be.fore sunset he went out and found another group standing there ; so he
said to them, “Why are you standing about like this all day with nothing
to dq ?.” “Because no one has hired us”, they replied; so he told them, “Go
apd join thg others in the vineyard.” When evening fell, the owner of the
vme_yax.'d sal(;l to his steward, “Call the labourers and give them their pay,
beginning with those who came last and ending with the first.” Those who
had started work an hour before sunset came forward, and were paid the
full day’s wage.® When it was the turn of the men who had come first,
they expected something extra, but were paid the same amount as the
others. As they took it, they grumbled at their employer: “These late-
comers have done only one hour’s work, yet you have put them on a level
with us, who have sweated the whole day long in the blazing sun!” The
owner turned to one of them and said, “My friend, I am not being unfair
to you. You agreed on the usual wage for the day,¢ did you not ? Take your
pay and go home. I choose to pay the last man the same as you. Surely I am
ijee to do what I like with my own money. Why be jealous because I am
kind ?” Thus will the last be first, and the first last.’

Challenge to Ferusalem

]’ESUS WAS JOURNEYING towards Jerusalem, and on the way he took
the Twelve aside, and said to them, ‘We are now going to Jerusalem, and
the Son of Man will be given up to the chief priests and the doctors of the
law; they will condemn him to death and hand him over to the foreign
power, to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and on the third day he
will be raised to life again.’

@ Literally one denarius for the day.

b Literally one denarius each
¢ Literally You agreed on a denarius. .
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Challenge to Ferusalem MATTHEW 20, 21

The mother of Zebedee’s sons then came before him, with her sons. She
bowed low and begged a favour. ‘What is it you wish ?’ asked Jesus. ‘I want
you’, she said, ‘to give orders that in your kingdom my two sons here may
sit next to you, one at your right, and the other at your left.” Jesus turned
to the brothers and said, “You do not understand what you are asking.
Can you drink the cup that I am to drink?’ “We can’, they replied. Then he
said to them, “You shall indeed share my cup ; but to sit at my right or left
is not for me to grant; it is for those'to whom it has already been assigned
by my Father.’

When the other ten heard this, they were indignant with the two
brothers. So Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that in the world,
rulers lord it over their subjects, and their great men make them feel the
weight of authority; but it shall not be so with you. Among you, whoever
wants to be great must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must
be the willing slave of all—like the Son of Man; he did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give up his life as a ransom for many.’

As they were leaving Jericho he was followed by a great crowd of people.
At the roadside sat two blind men. When they heard it said that Jesus was
passing they shouted, ‘Have pity on us, Son of David.” The people told
them sharply to be quiet. But they shouted all the more, ‘Sir, have pity on
us; have pity on us, Son of David.” Jesus stopped and called the men.
‘What do you want me to do for you?’ he asked. ‘Sir,” they answered, ‘we
want our sight.” Jesus was deeply moved, and touched their eyes. At once
their sight came back, and they followed him.

THEY WERE NOW nearing Jerusalem; and when they reached Bethphage
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples with these instructions:
‘Go to the village opposite, where you will at once find a donkey tethered
with her foal beside her; untie them, and bring them to me. If anyone speaks
to you, say, “Our Master needs them”; and he will let you take them at
once.”? This was to fulfil the prophecy which says, ‘Tell the daughter of
Zion, “Here is your king, who comes to you in gentleness, riding on an ass,
riding on the foal of a beast of burden.”’

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed, and brought the donkey
and her foal ; they laid their cloaks on them and Jesus mounted. Crowds of
people carpeted the road with their cloaks, and some cut branches from the
trees to spread in his path. Then the crowd that went ahead and the others
that came behind raised the shout: ‘Hosanna to the Son of David ! Blessings
on him who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the heavens!

When he entered Jerusalem the whole city went wild with excitement.
‘Who is this?’ people asked, and the crowd replied, ‘This is the prophet
Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee.’

Jesus then went into the temple and drove out all who were buying and
selling in the temple precincts ; he upset the tables of the money-changers
and the seats of the dealers in pigeons; and said to them, ‘Scripture says,
“My house shall be called a house of prayer”; but you are making it a
robbers’ cave.’

4 Or “Our Master needs them and will send them back straight away.”
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MATTHEW 21 A Challenge to Ferusalem

In the temple blind men and cripples came to him, and he healed them.
The chief priests and doctors of the law saw the wonderful things he did,
and heard the boys in the temple shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David I’,
and they asked him indignantly, ‘Do you hear what they are saying?’
Jesus answered, ‘I do; have you never read that text, “Thou hast made
children and babes at the breast sound aloud thy praise”?’ Then he left
them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night.

Next morning on his way to the city he felt hungry; and seeing a fig-tree
at the roadside he went up to it, but found nothing on it but leaves. He said
to the tree, “You shall never bear fruit any more!’; and the tree withered
away at once. The disciples were amazed at the sight. ‘How is it’, they asked,
‘that the tree has withered so suddenly?’ Jesus answered them, ‘I tell you
this : if only you have faith and have no doubts, you will do what has been
done to the fig-tree; and more than that, you need only say to this moun-
tain, “Be lifted from your place and hurled into the sea”, and what you
say will be done. And whatever you pray for in faith you will receive.’

He entered the temple, and the chief priests and elders of the nation
came to him with the question: ‘By what authority are you acting like this?
Who gave you this authority ?’ Jesus replied, ‘I have a question to ask you
too; answer it, and I will tell you by what authority I act. The baptism of
John: was it from God, or from men?’ This set them arguing among
themselves: ‘If we say, “from God”, he will say, “Then why did you not
believe him?” But if we say, “from men”, we are afraid of the people, for
they all take John for a prophet.” So they answered, ‘We do not know.’
And Jesus said: “Then neither will I tell you by what authority I act.

‘But what do you think about this? A man had two sons. He went to the
first, and said, “My boy, go and work today in the vineyard.” “I will, sir”,
the boy replied ; but he never went. The father came to the second and said
the same. “I will not”, he replied, but afterwards he changed his mind
and went. Which of these two did as his father wished ?’ “The second’, they
said. Then Jesus answered, ‘I tell you this: tax-gatherers and prostitutes
are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For when John came to
show you the right way to live, you did not believe him, but the tax-
gatherers and prostitutes did; and even when you had seen that, you did
not change your minds and believe him.

‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vine-
yard: he put a wall round it, hewed out a winepress, and built a watch-
tower; then he let it out to vine-growers and went abroad. When the
vintage season approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect
the produce due to him. But they took his servants and thrashed one,
killed another, and stoned a third. Again, he sent other servants, this time
a larger number; and they did the same to them. At last he sent to them his
son. “They will respect my son”, he said. But when they saw the son the
tenants said to one another, “This is the heir ; come on, let us kill him, and
get his inheritance.” And they took him, flung him out of the vineyard,
and killed him. When the owner of the vineyard comes, how do you think
he will deal with those tenants?’ ‘He will bring those bad men to a bad end’,
they answered, ‘and hand the vineyard over to other tenants, who will let
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him have his share of the crop when the season comes.” Then Jesus said
to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: “The stone which tlrge
builders rejected has become the main corner-stone. This is the.Lord S
doing, and it is wonderful in our eyes”? Therefore, I tell.you, the l_(mgdorn
of God will be taken away from you, and given to a nation that yields the
roper fruit.’ ¢

P Vghen the chief priests and Pharisees heard his. parables, they saw thgt
he was referring to them; they wanted to arrest him, but they were afraid
of the people, who looked on Jesus as a prophet.

THEN JESUS SPOKE to them again in parables: ‘The kir}gdorr’x of Hegven
is like this. There was a king who prepared a feast for his son’s yveddmg 5
but when he sent his servants to summon the guests he had invited, they
would not come. He sent others again, telling them to say to the guests,
«See now! I have prepared this feast for you. I have had my bulloclss and
fatted beasts slaughtered; everything is ready; come to the wedding at
once.” But they took no notice; one went off to his farm, another to his
business, and the others seized the servants, attacked :chem brutally, and
killed them. The king was furious; he sent troops to kill those m}lrderers
and set their town on fire. Then he said to his servants, “The wedding-feast
is ready ; but the guests I invited did not deserve the honour. Goout to thg
main thoroughfares, and invite everyone you can find to the wedding.
The servants went out into the streets, and collected all they could find,
good and bad alike. So the hall was packed with guests.

‘When the king came in to see the company at table,_he obs;rvegl‘ one
man who was not dressed for a wedding. “My friend,” said the king, hpw
do you come to be here without your wedding clpthes?” He had nothlng
to say. The king then said to his attendants, “Bind .hlnjl hand and foot,
rurn him out into the dark, the place of wailing and grinding of teeth. For
though many are invited, few are chosen.’

THEN THE PHARISEES went away and agreed on a plan to trap h1rp in his
own words. Some of their followers were sent to him in company with men
of Herod’s party. They said, ‘Master, you are an h_onest man, we know; you
teach in all honesty the way of life that God requires, truckling to no man,
whoever he may be. Give us your ruling on this: are we or are¢ we not per-
mitted to pay taxes to the Roman Emperor?’ Jesus was aware of their
malicious intention and said to them, ‘You hypocrites ! Why. are you
trying to catch me out? Show me the money in which th; tax is paid.” They
handed him a silver piece. Jesus asked, ‘Whose head 1§ this, and whose
inscription?’ ‘Caesar’s’, they replied. He said to them, ’ Thgn pay Caesar
what is due to Caesar, and pay God what is due to God.’ This answer took
them by surprise, and they went away and left lpm glqne. '

The same day Sadducees came to him, maintaining thgt tf‘lere is no
resurrection. Their question was this: ‘Master, Moses said, “If a man
should die childless, his brother shall marry the widow and carry on his
a Some witnesses add (44) Any man who falls on this stone will be dashed to pieces; and
if it falls on a man he will be crushed by it.

31

42

45
46

22 12

13
14

15
16

17
18

19
20
21
22

23
24



MATTHEW 22, 2 o Qj . -
1 brothers famite > 22 Challenge to Jerusalem | Challenge to Yerusalem MATTHEW 23
g d.ro 4 er csl family. qu we knew of seven brothers. The first married and
2 : ﬁ(ien, a;; as hedwag without issue his wife was left to his brother. The same
27 38 Lastgof aﬁ)f)t?e?w:vggntgfegeﬁ??ﬁeand the third, and so on with all seven. twice as fit for hell as you are yourselves.
29 be, for they had all married her?’r CJS:SIJ: c;;osrvl‘; etrhefin-, ‘v{(hose wife will she ‘Alas for you, blind guides! You say, “If a man swears by the sanctuary, 16
30 because you know neither the scriptures nor the po ou faé;e mistaken, | that is nothing; but if he swears by the gold in the sanctuary, he is bound
resurrection men and women do not marrv: th p livlzer N (.’d' At the by his oath.” Blind fools! Which is the more important, the gold, or the 17
3t ‘But about the resurrection of the deagy Laviy é(a)rue € angel; in heaven. sanctuary which sanctifies the gold? Or you say, “If a man swears by the 18
32 himself said to you: “I am the God of Abr,aham };he ae\;er t{eIa what God altar, that is nothing; but if he swears by the offering that lies on the altar,
33 God of Jacob”? He is not God of the dead but,of th (1)- oris a‘{l% and the he is bound by his oath.” What blindness! Which is the more important, the 19
heard what he said, and were astounded at his teacheinlvmg‘ he people offering, or the altar which sanctifies it? To swear by the altar, then, is to 20
g: swear both by the altar and by whatever lies on it; to swear by the sanctuary 21

‘Alas for you, lawyers and Pharisees, hypocrites! You travel over sea 15
and land to win one convert; and when you have won him you make him

34  Hearing that he had silenced the S i
35 36 and one of their number? tested himagiﬂcfgiss’ ;111511?5; 1.5?16; met together; is to swear both by the sanctuary and by him who dwells there; and to swear 22
;; ;1;?1 rgr(e};(a)tgsv"c] ':ﬁmlllnandr?lent in the Law?’ He answered, ° “Ifg:/eer,t Xehifgrg by heiven is to swear both by the throne of God and by him who sits
ith all yo i ; X upon it.
39 is the greatest com};ng;dxifer;,twll:r;gglzggrr S':) U%hw1th all your .mlr%d":‘That ‘ LZAlas for you, lawyers and Pharisees, hypocrites! You pay tithes of mint 23
’ st. 1he second is like it: “Love and dill and cummin ; but you have overlooked the weightier demands of

40 your neighbour as yourself.” Everythi i
rything in the Law and the prophets | the Law, justice, mercy, and good faith. It is these you should have prac-

hangs on these two commandm ’
[ ents. . . : . , : .
41 42 Turning to the assembled Pharisees Jesus asked them, ‘What is your ;1:: ‘;;Yg?g;;?fﬁ?ﬁg the others. Blind guides! You strain off a midge, 24

opinion about the Messiah? Whose son is he?’ © id’
s he?’ “The son of David’, they ‘Alas for you, lawyers and Pharisees, hypocrites ! You clean the outside of 25

43 replied. ‘How then is it’, h ‘ . T 5
44 “Lord”? For he says, “The Lord s nl?ya vid by inspiration calls him | cup and dish, which you have filled inside by robbery and self-indulgence!
45 gntll I put your enemies under your feet.” ” If David 'c:flsmﬁ'i ;ig‘l?lz ;‘a(;fi Blind Pharisee! Clean the inside of the cup first; then the outside will be 26
46 how can he be David’ » X - rds clean also.
s son?” Not aman could say a word in reply; and from . | |~ Alas for you, lawyers and Pharisees, hypocrites! You are like tombs 27

that das{ fOI WaId no one dared aSk hlIIl aIlOtlleI uestion. ver W Wlllte W aSll the) 10 Cl
q S CcO Cd lth 3

full of dead men’s bones and all kinds of filth. So it is with you: outside you 28

23 12 JESUS THEN ADDR
ESSED the peopl is disci i

3 “The doctors of the law and the Pgarg:esa?s . hl; disciples in these words: look like honest men, but inside you are brim-full of hypocrisy and crime.
do what they tell you; pay attention to th int gchalr of Moses ; therefore ‘Alas for you, lawyers and Pharisees, hypocrites ! You build up the tombs 29
4 practice; for they say one thing and do ang{[rhzlrorTls-l. But c}(o not follow their of the prophets and embellish the monuments of the saints, and you say, 3o

and pile them on men’s shoulders, but will not raj ¢y make up heavy packs “If we had been alive in our fathers’ time, we should never have taken part
5 themselves. Whatever they do is d,one forl St?gsvraf.sﬁea ﬁnge; to lift the load with them in the murder of the prophets.” So you acknowledge that you 31
6 phylacteries® and with large tassels on their robes : tge?liieo;tl—?: 1‘;[2 blr oad are the sons of the men who killed the prophets. Go on then, finish off what 32

3 places fath b 1a
your fathers began!

7 of honour at feasts and t i i
fully in the street, and tg%cehézgiizzse énassy‘?:agl;)t;gil’l’es’ to be greeted respect- “You snakes, you vipers’ brood, how can you escape being condemned 33
8 ‘But you must not be called “rabbi” ; for you hav.e one Rabbi. and to hell? I send you therefore prophets, sages, and teachers; some of them 34
9 allbrothers. Do not call any man on earth “father” : for vo 1 1, and you are you will kill and crucify, others you will flog in your synagogues and hound
1o and he is in heaven. Nor must you be called “tea c¥1 unaveone Father, ffom city to city. And so, on you will fall the guilt of all the innocent blood 35
er’; you have one spilt on the ground, from innocent Abel to Zechariah son of Berachiah,

11 12 Teacher, the Messiah. The greatest amo
: n h :
whoever exalts himself will be hwnbled ;ga};;); ivnﬁl OS;‘?;; ?&;ﬁga&;ﬁéﬁ whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Believe me, this 36

will be exalted. generation will bear the guilt of it all.
13 ‘Alas, alas for you, la . . ‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that murders the prophets and stones
» lawyers and Pharisees, hypocrit 1 rusalem, Jer m, the cty prop 37
shut the door of the kingdom of Heaven in ,myp, . es .that you are! You the messengers sent to her! How often have I longed to gather your
yourselves, and when others are enterin ouesl;l s a}cles > you do not enter children, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings; but you would not
g you stop them. 1 Look, look! there i le, forsaken by God.b¢ And I tell
o Some witmesses i | et me. Look, look! there is your temple, forsaken by God. tell 38 39
¢ Some wimessos :232 Ia am'er. b See Deuteronomy 6. 8-9 and Exodus 3. 9. you, you shall never see me until the time when you say, “Blessings on him
the property of widows, 33hilea}slof1(1)rs ;’;};Jénlawzers aI}d Pharisees, hypocrites! You catup § ~ who comes in the name of the Lord.”’
the severest sentence. € prayers for appearance’ sake. You will receive 4 Or You too must come up to your fathers’ standards. b Or Look, your home is

desolate. ¢ Some witnesses add and laid waste.
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MATTHEW 24

Prophecies and warnings

24 TESUSWAS LEAVING the temple when his disciples came and poj
2 ] the temple buildings. He answered, ‘Yes, loolfat itall, I tellp ;:&tetﬁitso'
not one stone will'be left upon another ; all will be thrown down.’ '
3 When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives the disciples came to speak
to him ervately. ‘Tell us,’ they said, ‘when will this happen? And what will
be the signal for your coming and the end of the ager’
45 Jesps replied: “Take care that no one misleads you. For many will come
clglmlng my name and saying, “I am the Messiah”; and many will be
6 misled by them. The time is coming when you will hear the noise of battle
near at band and the news of battles far away ; see that you are not alarmed
7 Sgch things are bound to happen ; but the end is still to come. For natioﬂ
. :;lx(lil 2;2!:}? wzi( upon nation, 1kingdom upon kingdom ; there will be famines
uakes in man i i i
and cart age bosin, y places. With all these things the birth-pangs of
9 ‘You will then be handed over for unishment and ex ion;
10 of a}ll ngtions will hate you for your eﬁlegianee to me. Mz(x:ml;tlv?rﬁl, ?ﬁ?fr:)exg
11 their faith; Fhey will betray one another and hate one another. Many false
12 prop’hets will arise, and will mislead many; and as lawlessness spreads
13 men’s }ove for one another will grow cold. But the man who holds out to the,
14 end will be saved. And this gospel of the Kingdom will be proclaimed
zlz)roughout the earth as a testimony to all nations; and then the end will
me.
IS ‘Sp when you see “the abomination of desolation”, of which
16 Daniel spoke, standing in the holy place (let the reaZier undersii%?l?eif
17 those who are in Judaea must take to the hills. If a man is on the roZ)f he
18 must not come down to fetch his goods from the house 5 if in the ﬁeld’ he
19 must not turn back for his coat. Alas for women with child in those d;ys
20 ar}d for those who have children at the breast! Pray that it may not be,
21 winter yvhen you have to make your escape, or Sabbath. It will be a time of
great dlst{ess ; there has never been such a time from the beginning of the
22 world until now, and yvill never be again. If that time of troubles were not
ﬁflsélgr;& tn:hlé‘r,ing thing could survive; but for the sake of God’s chosen it
23 ”‘Then, if anyone says to you, “Look, here is the Messiah”, or, “There he
24 is”, do not believe it. Impostors will come claiming to be messiahs or
prop’hets, and t.hey will produce great signs and wonders to mislead even
25 God’s chosen, if such a thing were possible. See, I have forewarned you
26 If the‘y tell_ you, “He is there in the wilderness”, do not go out; or if they}
27 say, “He is there in the inner room”, do not believe it. Like lightning
(f)rfolr\n/lathe east, flashing as far as the west, will be the coming of the Son
n.
28 :Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.
29 As soon as the distress of those days has passed, the sun will be darkened
the moon will not give her light, the stars will fall from the sky, the celestiai
30 powers will be shaken. Then will appear in heaven the sign that heralds
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the Son of Man. All the peoples P&the world will make lamentation, and
they will see the Son of Man c9min§ on the clouds of heaven with great
power and glory. With a trumpet blast he will send out his angels, and they
will gather his chosen from the four. winds, from the farthest bounds of
heaven on every side. ‘

‘Learn a lesson from the fig-tree. ' When its tender shoots appear and
are breaking into leaf, you know that summer is near. In the same way,
when you see all these things, you may know that the end is near,? at the
very door. I tell you this: the present generation will live to see it all. Heaven
and earth will pass away ; my words will never pass away.

‘But about that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, not even the Son; only the Father.

‘As things were in Noah’s days, so will they be when the Son of Man
comes. In the days before the flood they ate and drank and married, until
the day that Noah went into the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood
came and swept them all away. That is how it will be when the Son of Man
comes. Then there will be two men in the field ; one will be taken, the other
left; two women grinding at the mill; one will be taken, the other left.

‘Keep awake, then; for you do not know on what day your Lord is to
come. Remember, if the householder had known at what time of night the
burglar was coming, he would have kept awake and not have let his house
be broken into. Hold yourselves ready, therefore, because the Son of Man
will come at the time you least expect him.

“Who is the trusty servant, the sensible man charged by his master to
manage his household staff and issue their rations at the proper time?
Happy that servant who is found at his task when his master comes! I tell
you this: he will be put in charge of all his master’s property. But if he is
a bad servant and says to himself, “The master is a long time coming”, and
begins to bully the other servants and to eat and drink with his drunken
friends, then the master will arrive on a day that servant does not expect,
at a time he does not know, and'will cut him in pieces. Thus he will find his
place among the hypocrites, where there is wailing and grinding of teeth.

‘When that day comes, the kingdom of Heaven will be like this. There
were ten girls, who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.
Five of them were foolish, and five prudent; when the foolish ones took
their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the others took flasks of oil
with their lamps. As the bridegroom was late in coming they all dozed off
to sleep. But at midnight a cry was heard: “Here is the bridegroom! Come
out to meet him.” With that the girls all got up and trimmed their lamps.
The foolish said to the prudent, “Our lamps are going out; give us some of

your oil.” “No,” they said; “there will never be enough for all of us. You
had better go to the shop and buy some for yourselves.” While they were
away the bridegroom arrived; those who were ready went in with him to
the wedding; and the door was shut. And then the other five came back.
“Sir, sir,” they cried, “open the door for us.” But he answered, “I declare,
I do not know you.” Keep awake then; for you never know the day or the
hour.
@ Or that he is near.
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MATTHEW 25 Prophecies and warnings

‘It is like a man going abroad, who called his servants and put his capital
in their hands; to one he gave five bags of gold, to another two, to another
one, each according to his capacity. Then he left the country. The man who
had the five bags went at once and employed them in business, and made
a profit of five bags, and the man who had the two bags made two. But the
man who had been given one bag of gold went off and dug a hole in the
ground, and hid his master’s money. A long time afterwards their master
returned, and proceeded to settle accounts with them. The man who had
been given the five bags of gold came and produced the five he had made:

“Master,” he said, “you left five bags with me ; look, I have made five more.” .

“Well done, my good and trusty servant!” said the master. “You have
proved trustworthy in a small way; I will now put you in charge of some-
thing big. Come and share your master’s delight.” The man with the two
bags then came and said, “Master, you left two bags with me; look, I have
made two more.” “Well done, my good and trusty servant!” said the
master. “You have proved trustworthy in a small way ; I will now put you
in charge of something big. Come and share your master’s delight.” Then
the man who had been given one bag came and said, “Master, I knew you
to be a hard man: you reap where you have not sown, you gather where you
have not scattered; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your gold in the
ground. Here it is—you have what belongs to you.” “You lazy rascal!”
said the master. “You knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather
where I have not scattered? Then you ought to have put my money on
deposit, and on my return I should have got it back with interest. Take the
bag of gold from him, and give it to the one with the ten bags. For the man
who has will always be given more, till he has enough and to spare; and
the man who has not will forfeit even what he has. Fling the useless servant
out into the dark, the place of wailing and grinding of teeth!”

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him,
he will sit in state on his throne, with all' the nations gathered before him.
He will separate men into twp groups, as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats, and he will place the sheep on his right hand and the goats
on his left. Then the king will say to those on his right hand, “You have my
Father’s blessing; come, enter and possess the kingdom that has been
ready for you since the world was made. For when I was hungry, you gave
me food ; when thirsty, you gave me drink ; when I was a stranger you took
me into your home, when naked you clothed me; when I was ill you came
to my help, when in prison you visited me.” Then the righteous will reply,
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and fed you, or thirsty and
gave you drink, a stranger and took you home, or naked and clothed you?
When did we see you ill or in prison, and come to visit you?” And the king
will answer, “I tell you this: anything you did for one of my brothers here,
however humble, you did for me.” Then he will say to those on his left
hand, “The curse is upon you; go from my sight to the eternal fire that is
ready for the devil and his angels. For when I was hungry you gave me
nothing to eat, when thirsty nothing to drink; when I was a stranger you
gave me no home, when naked yé‘u did not clothe me ; when I was ill and in
prison you did not come to my help.” And they too will reply, “Lord, when
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was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or ill or in
prison, and did nothing for you?” And he will answer, “I tell you this:
anything you did not do for one of these, however humble, you did not
do for me.” And they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous
will enter eternal life.’

The final conflict

‘ HEN JESUS HAD FINISHED this discourse he said to his disciples,
“You know that in two days’ time it will be Passover, and the Son
of Man is to be handed over for crucifixion.’

Then the chief priests and the elders of the nation met in the palace of the
High Priest, Caiaphas; and there they conferred together on a schemq to
have Jesus arrested by some trick and put to death. ‘It must not be’ during
the festival,” they said, ‘or there may be rioting among the people.

JESUS WAS AT BETHANY in the house of Simon the leper, when a woman
came to him with a small bottle of fragrant oil, very cc?stly; and as he: sat at
table she began to pour it over his head. The disciples were indignant

agood sum and the money given to the poor.” Jesus was aware of this, gnd
said to them, “Why must you make trouble for the woman? It is a fine thlr_xg
she has done for me. You have the poor among you alwa_ys ; but you will
not always have me. When she poured this oil on my body it was her way of
preparing me for burial. I tell you this: wherever in all the wor}d t’hlS gospel
is proclaimed, what she has done will be told as her memorial.

THEN ONE OF THE TWELVE, the man called Judas Iscariot,'went o th?
chief priests and said, “What will you give me to betray him to you?
They weighed him out? thirty silver pieces. From that moment he began
to look out for an opportunity to betray him. .

On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to ask ]?sus,
‘Where would you like us to prepare for your Passover supper?’ He
answered, ‘Go to a certain man in the city, and tell him,.“The Mgst_er says,
‘My appointed time is near; I am to keep Passover with my disciples at
your house.””” The disciples did as Jesus directed them and prepared for
Passover. )

n the evening he sat down with the twelve disciples; and dulflng supper
he said, ‘I tell you this: one of you will betray me.” In great distress they
exclaimed one after the other, ‘Can you mean me, Lord?’ He answered,
‘One who has dipped his hand into this bowl with me will_ betray me. The
Son of Man is going the way appointed for him in the scriptures ; but alas
for tha: man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would be better for
that man’if he had never been born.” Then Judas spoke, the one who was
to betray him: ‘Rabbi, can you mean me?’ Jesus replied, ‘The words are
yours.’ 6

2 Or agreed to pay him . . . b Or It is as you say.

37

45

46

. when they saw it. “Why this waste?’ they said; ‘it could have been sold for o

I1
12

13

14
15
16

17
18

19

20
22
23
24

25

21



26

27
28
29

30
31

32
33
34
35

36
37

38
39

40
41

42
43
44

45

46
47

48
49
50

51
52

53
54

MATTHEW 26 The final conflict

During supper Jesus took bread, and having said the blessing he broke it
and gave it to the disciples with the words: “Take this and eat ; this is my
body.” Then he took a cup, and having offered thanks to God he gave it to
them with the words: ‘Drink from it, all of you. For this is my blood, the
blood of the covenant, shed for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you,
never again shall I drink from the fruit of the vine until that day when I
drink it new with you in the kingdom of my Father.’

After singing the Passover Hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Then Jesus said to them, ‘Tonight you will all fall from your faith on my
account; for it stands written: “I will strike the shepherd down and the
sheep of his flock will be scattered.” But after I am raised again, I will go on
before you into Galilee.” Peter replied, ‘Everyone else may fall away on
your account, but I never will.” Jesus said to him, ‘I tell you, tonight before
the cock crows you will disown me three times.’ Peter said, ‘Even if I must
die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the disciples said the same.

JESUS THEN CAME with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane. He
said to them, ‘Sit here while I go over there to pray.” He took with him
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee. Anguish and dismay came over him,
and he said to them, ‘My heart is ready to break with grief. Stop here, and
stay awake with me.” He went on a little, fell on his face in prayer, and said,
‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass me by. Yet not as I'will, but
as thou wilt.’

He came to the disciples and found them asleep; and he said to Peter,
‘What! Could none of you stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake, and
pray that you may be spared the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is
weak.’

He went away a second time, and prayed: ‘My Father, if it is not possible
for this cup to pass me by without my drinking it, thy will be done.” He came
again and found them asleep, for their eyes were heavy. So he left them
and went away again; and he prayed the third time, using the same words
as before. ' ' .

Then he came to the disciples and said to them, *Still sleeping? Still
taking your ease? The hour has come! The Son of Man is betrayed to
sinful men. Up, let us go forward ; the traitor is upon us.’

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared ; with
him was a great crowd armed with swords and cudgels, sent by the chief
priests and the elders of the nation. The traitor gave them this'sign: “The
one I kiss is your man; seize him’; and stepping forward at once, he said,
‘Hail, Rabbi?’, and kissed him. Jesus replied, ‘Friend, do what you are hére
to do.”? They then came forward, seized Jesus, and held him fast.

At that moment one of those with Jesus reached for his sword and drew
it, and he struck at the High Priest’s servant and cut off his ear. But Jesus

said to him, ‘Put up your sword, All who take the sword die by the sword.
Do you suppose that I cannot appeal to my Father, who would at once
send to my aid more than twelve legions of angels ? But how then could the
scriptures be fulfilled, which say that this must be?’
@ Or Friend, what are you here for?
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At the same time Jesus spoke to the crowd: ‘Do you take me for a bandit,
that you have come out with swords and cudgels to arrest me? Day aftgr
day I sat teaching in the temple, and you did not lay hands on me. But this
has all happened to fulfil what the prophets wrote.’

Then the disciples all deserted him and ran away.

JESUSWASLED OFF under arrest to the house of Caiaphas the High Priest,
where the lawyers and elders were assembled. Peter follow_ed hlm at a
distance till he came to the High Priest’s courtyard, and going in he sat
down there among the attendants, meaning to see the end of it all. '

The chief priests and the whole Council tried to find some allegat_lon
against Jesus on which a death-sentence could be baspd; but t_hey failed
to find one, though many came forward with false evidence. Finally two
men alleged that he had said, ‘I can pull down the temple of _God‘, and
rebuild it in three days.” At this the High Priest rose and sald' to him, E—Iave
you no answer to the charge that these witnesses bring against you?’ But
Jesus kept silence. The High Priest then said, ‘By the living God_ I ctzarge
you to tell us: Are you the Messiah, the Son of God?’ Jegus replied, “The
words are yours.4 But I tell you this: from now on, you will see the Son of
Man seated at the right hand of God? and coming on the clouds of heaven.
At these words the High Priest tore his robes and exclaimed, ‘Blasphemy!
Need we call further witnesses? You have heard the blasphemy. What is
your opinion?’ ‘He is guilty,” they answered ; ‘h_e shoul‘d die.

Then they spat in his face and struck him with their fists; and others
said, as they beat him, ‘Now, Messiah, if you are a prophet, tell us who
hit you.’ _

I\Xeanwhile Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard when a serving-
maid accosted him and said, ‘You were there too with Jesus the Gahleap.’
Peter denied it in face of them all. ‘Y do not know what you mear_x’, he 'sald‘
He then went out to the gateway, where another girl, seeing him, sa}d to
the people there, ‘This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Once again he
denied it, saying With an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’ Shortly afterwards
the bystanders came up and said to Peter, ‘Surely you are another of them;
your accent gives you away! At this he broke into curses and declared
with an oath: ‘I do not know the man.” At that moment a cock crew; agd
Peter remembered how Jesus had said, ‘Before the cock crows you will
disown me three times.” He went outside, and wept bitterly.

WHEN MORNING CAME, the chief priests and the elders of the nati'on met
in conference to plan the death of Jesus. They then put him in chains and
led him away, to hand him over to Pilate, the Roman Governor.

When ‘Judas the traitor saw that Jesus had been copdemned, he was
seized with remorse, and returned the thirty silver pieces to t_he chief
priests and elders. ‘I have sinned,’ he said; ‘I have brought an mnocen'f
man to his death.’ But they said, ‘What is that to us? See to that yourself.
So he threw the money down in the temple and left them, and went and
hanged himself.

a Or It is as you say. b Literally of the Power.
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Taking up the money, the chief priests argued: “This cannot be put into
the temple fund; it is blood-money.’ So after conferring they used it to
buy the'Potter’s Field, as a burial-place for foreigners. This explains the
name ‘Blood Acre’, by which that field has been known ever since ;and in
this way fulfilment was given to the prophetic utterance of Jeremiah:
“They took? the thirty silver pieces, the price set on a man’s head (for that
was his price among the Israelites), and gave the money for the potter’s field,
as the Lord directed me.’

Jesus was now brought before the Governor; and as he stood there the
Governor asked him, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ “The words are
yours’,? said Jesus; and to the charges laid against him by the chief priests
and elders he made no reply. Then Pilate said to him, ‘Do you not hear all
this evidence that is brought against you?’; but he still refused to answer
one word, to the Governor’s great astonishment.

At the festival season it was the Governor’s custom to release one
prisoner chosen by the people. There was then in custody a man of some
notoriety, called Jesus® Bar-Abbas. When they were assembled Pilate
said to them, ‘Which would you like me to release to you—]Jesus® Bar-
Abbas, or Jesus called Messiah?’ For he knew that it was out of malice
that they had brought Jesus before him.

While Pilate was sitting in court a message came to him from his wife:
‘Have nothing to do with that innocent man ;5 I was much troubled on his
account in my dreams last night.’

Meanwhile the chief priests and elders had persuaded the crowd to ask
for the release of Bar-Abbas and to have Jesus put to death. So when the
Governor asked, ‘“Which of the two do you wish me to release to you?’,
they said, ‘Bar-Abbas.” “Then what am I to do with Jesus called Messiah?’
asked Pilate; and with one voice they answered, ‘Crucify him!’ “Why,
what harm has he done?’ Pilate asked; but they shouted all the louder,
‘Crucify him !’

Pilate could see that nothing was being gained, and a riot was starting;
so he took water and washed his hands in full view of the people, saying,
‘My hands are clean of this man’s blood ; see to that yourselves.” And with
one voice the people cried, ‘His blood be on us, and on our children.’ He
then released Bar-Abbas to them; but he had Jesus flogged, and handed
him over to be crucified.

PILATE’S SOLDIERS then ‘took Jesus into the Governor’s headquarters,
where they collected the whole company round him. They stripped him
and dressed him in a scarlet mantle; and plaiting a crown of thorns they
placed it on his head, with a cane in his right hand. Falling on their knees
before him they jeered at him: ‘Hail, King of the Jews! They spat on him,
and used the cane to beat him about the head. When they had finished their
mockery, they took off the mantle and dressed him in his own clothes.

Then they led him away to be crucified. On their way out they met a man
from Cyrene, Simon by name, and pressed him into service to carry his
Cross.

4 Or I took. b Orltis as you say. ¢ Some witnesses omir Jesus.
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So they came to a place called Golgotha (which means ‘Place of a skull’)
and there he was offered a draught of wine mixed with gall ; but when he
had tasted it he would not drink.

After fastening him to the cross they divided his clothes among them by
casting lots, and then sat down there to keep watch. Ove;r his head was
placed the inscription giving the charge: “This is Jesus the king of the Jews.

Two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and the other on
his left.

The passers-by hurled abuse at him : they wagged their he_ads and cried,
‘You would pull the temple down, would you, and build it in three days?
Come down from the cross and save yourself, if you are indeed the Sor'l of
God.” So too the chief priests with the lawyers and elders mocked at him:
‘He saved others,’ they said, ‘but he cannot save himself. King of Israel,
indeed! Let him come down now from the cross, and then we will believe
him. Did he trust in God? Let God rescue him, if he wants him—for he
said he was God’s Son.” Even the bandits who were crucified with him
taunted him in the same way. ]

From midday a darkness fell over the whole land, which lasteq until
three in the afternoon; and about three Jesus cried aloud, ‘Eli, El, lema
sabachthani?’, which means, ‘My God, my God, why hast thqu fors.a.\ken
me?’ Some of the bystanders, on hearing this, said, ‘He is calling El]]ah.’
One of them ran at once and fetched a sponge, which he soaked in sour
wine, and held it to his lips on the end of a cane. But the others said,
‘Let us see if Elijah will come to save him.’

Jesus again gave a loud cry, and breathed his last. At that moment the
curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. There was an
earthquake, the rocks split and the graves opened, and many of “God.s
saints were raised from sleep; and coming out of their graves after his
resurrection they entered the Holy City, where many saw them. And when
the centurion and his men who were keeping watch over Jesus saw the
earthquake and all that was happening, they were filled with awe, and they
said, “Truly this man was a son of God.’4

ANUMBER OF WOMEN were also present, watching from a distance ; they
had followed Jesus from Galilee and waited on him. Among them were
Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother
of the sons of Zebedee.

When evening fell, there came a man of Arimathaea, Joseph by name,
who was a man of means, and had himself become a disciple of Jesus. He
approached Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus; and Fil'ate gave or'ders
that he should have it. Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen
sheet, and laid it in his own unused tomb, which he had cut out of the rock ;
he then rolled a large stone against the entrance, and went away. Mary of
Magdala was there, and the other Mary, sitting oppqsite tt}e grave.

Next day, the morning after that Friday, the chief priests and the
Pharisees came in a body to Pilate. ‘Your Excellency,’ they sald,_‘we recgll
how that impostor said while he was still alive, “I am to be raised again

2 Or the Son of God.
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64 after three days.” So will you give orders for the grave to be made secure
until the third day? Otherwise his disciples may come, steal the body,
and then tell the people that he has been raised from the dead ; and the final

65 deception will be worse than the first.” “‘You may have your guard,’ said

66 Pilate; ‘go and make it secure as best you can.’ So they went and made the
grave secure ; they sealed the stone, and left the guard in charge.

THE SABBATH WaAs OVER, and it was about daybreak on Sunday, when
2 Mary of Magdala and the other Mary came to look at the grave. Suddenly
there was a violent earthquake; an angel of the Lord descended from
heaven; he came to the stone and rolled it away, and sat himself down on it.
3 4 His face shone like lightning ; his garments were white as snow. At the sight
of him the guards shook with fear and lay like the dead.
5 The angel then addressed the women : ‘You’, he said, ‘have nothing to
6 fear. I know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; he
has been raised again, as he said he would be. Come and see the place where
7 he was laid, and then go quickly and tell his disciples: “He has been raised
from the dead and is going on before you into Galilee; there you will see
him.” That is what I had to tell you.’
8  They hurried away from the tomb in awe and great joy, and ran to tell
9 the disciples. Suddenly Jesus was there in their path. He gave them his
greeting, and they came up and clasped his feet, falling prostrate before
1o him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. Go and take word to my
brothers that they are to leave for Galilee. They will see me there.’
11 The women had started on their way when some of the guard went into
the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened.
12 After meeting with the elders and conferring together, the chief priests
13 offered the soldiers a substantial bribe and told them to say, ‘His disciples
14 came by night and stole the body while we were asleep.” They added, ‘If
this should reach the Governor’s ears, we will put matters right with him
15 and see that you do not suffer.’ So they took the money and did as they were
told, This story became widely known, and is current in Jewish circles to
this day.
16 The eleven disciples made their way to Galilee, to the mountain where
17 Jesus had told them to meet him. When they saw him, they fell prostrate
18 before him, though some were doubtful. Jesus then came up and spoke to
them. He said: ‘Full authority in heaven and on earth has been committed
19 to me. Go forth therefore and make all nations my disciples ; baptize men
everywhere in the 'name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
20 and teach them to observe all that I have commanded you. And be assured,
I am with you always, to the end of time.’

42

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
MARK

The coming of Christ

HERE BEGINS THE GOSPEL of Jesus Christ the Son 1

of God. ¢ . . _
In the prophet Isaiah it stands written: ‘Here is my herald

[ )

whom I send on ahead of you, and he will prepare your way. A voice crying 3

aloud in the wilderness, “Prepare a way for the Lord ; clear a straight path

for him.” > And so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness 4

proclaiming a baptism in token of repentance, for the forgiveness of sins;

and they flocked to him from the whole Judaean country-side and the city s

of Jerusalem, and were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing
their sins. ‘ '

John was dressed in a rough coat of camel’s hair, w1tl} a leather bplt
round his waist, and he fed on locusts and wild honey. His proclamation
ran: ‘After me comes one who is mightier than I. I am not fit to unfasten

~N

his shoes. I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the 8

Holy Spirit.’ . ‘
Ity happened at this time that Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and

was baptized in the Jordan by John. At the moment when he came up out 10

of the water, he saw the heavens torn open and the Spirit, like a dove,
descending upon him. And a voice spoke from heaven: “Thou art my Son,
my Beloved ;b on thee my favour rests.’ .

‘ }:I‘hereupo’n the Spirit sent him away into the wilderness, ang:l there he
remained for forty days tempted by Satan. He was among the wild beasts;
and the angels waited on him.

In Galilee : success and opposition

FTER JOHN HAD BEEN ARRESTED, Jesus came into_Galilee proclanq-
ing the Gospel of God: ‘The time hals come ; the kingdom of God is

; repent, and believe the Gospel.’ . .
up})ensg,soi’a; vlzralking by the Sea of Galilee when he saw Simon and his
brother Andrew on the lake at work with a casting—pet; for they were
fishermen. Jesus said to them, ‘Come with me, and I w111. make you fishers

of men.” And at once they left their nets and followed him. )
When he had gone a little further he saw James son of Zebedee and his
brother John, who were in the boat overhauling their nets. He called them;

@ Some witnesses omit the Son of God. b Or Thou art my only Son.
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and, leaving their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, they went
off to follow him.

They came to Capernaum, and on the Sabbath he went to synagogue and
began to teach. The people were astounded at his teaching, for, unlike the
doctors of the law, he taught with a note of authority. Now there was a man
in the synagogue possessed by an unclean spirit. He shrieked: ‘What do
you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you ¢ come to destroy us?
I know who you are—the Holy One of God.’ Jesus rebuked him: ‘Be silent’,
he said, ‘and come out of him.” And the unclean spirit threw the man into
convulsions and with a loud cry left him. They were all dumbfounded and
began to ask one another, “What is this? A new kind of teaching ! He speaks
with authority. When he gives orders, even the unclean spirits submit.’
The news spread rapidly, and he was soon spoken of all oyer the district of
Galilee. ‘ V

On leaving the synagogue they went straight to the house of Simon and
Andrew; and James and John went with them. Simon’s mother-in-law
was ill in bed with fever. They told him about her at once. He came
forward, took her by the hand, 4nd helped her to her feet. The fever left
her and she waited upon them. -

That evening after sunset they brought to him all who were ill or pos-
sessed by devils; and the whole town was there, gathered at the door. He
healed many who suffered from various diseases, and drove out many
devils. He would not let the devils speak, because they knew who he was.

Very early next morning he got up and went out. He went away to a lonely
spot and remained there in prayer. But Simon and his companions searched
him out, found him, and said, ‘They are all looking for you.’ He answered,
‘Let us move on to the country towns in the neighbourhood; I have to
proclaim my message there also; that is what I came out to do.” So all
through Galilee he went, preaching in the synagogues and casting out the
devils.

Once he was approached by a leper, who knelt before him begging his
help. ‘If only you will,” said the man, ‘you can cleanse me.” In warm
indignation Jesus stretched out his hand,b touched him, and said, ‘Indeed
I will ; be clean again.’ The leprosy left him immediately, and he was clean.
Then he dismissed him with this stern warning: ‘Be sure you say nothing
to anybody. Go and show yourself to the priest, and make the offering
laid down by Moses for your cleansing ; that will certify the cure.” But the
man went out and made the whole story public; he spread it far and wide,
until Jesus could no longer show himself in any town, but stayed outside in
the open country. Even so, peoplé”kept coming to him from all quarters.

When after some days he returned to Capernaum, the news went round
that he was at home; and such a crowd collected that the space in front of
the door was not big enough to hold them. And while he was proclaiming
the message to them, a man was brought who was paralysed. Four men
were carrying him, but because of the crowd they could not get him near.
So they opened up the roof over the place where Jesus was, and when they

4 Or You have. 6 Some witnesses read Jesus was sorry for him and stretched out
his hand; one wirness has simply He stretched out his hand.
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had broken through they lowered the stretcher on which the paralysed man
was lying. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralysed man, ‘My
son, your sins are forgiven.’

Now there were some lawyers sitting there and they thought to them-
selves, “Why does the fellow talk like that? This is blasphemy! Who but
God alone can forgive sins?’ Jesus knew in his own mind that this was
what they were thinking, and said to them: ‘Why do you harbour thoughts
like these ? Isit easier to say to this paralysed man, “Your sins are forgiven”,
or to say, “Stand up, take your bed, and walk”? But to convince you that
the Son of Man has the right on earth to forgive sins’—he turned to the
paralysed man—°I say to you, stand up, take your bed, and go home.’
And he got up, and at once took his stretcher and went out in full view of
them all, so that they were astounded and praised God. ‘Never before’, they
said, ‘have we seen the like.’ :

Once more he went away to the lake-side. All the crowd came to him,
and he taught them there. As he went along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus

. at his seat in the custom-house, and said to him, ‘Follow me’; and Levi

rose and followed him.

When Jesus was at table in his house, many bad characters—tax-
gatherers and others—were seated with him and his disciples; for there
were many who followed him. Some doctors of the law who were Pharisees
noticed him eating in this bad company, and said to his disciples, ‘He eats
with tax-gatherers and sinners!” Jesus heard it and said to them, ‘It is not
the healthy that need a doctor, but the sick ; I did not come to invite virtuous
people, but sinners.’ ] .

Once, when John’s disciples and the Pharisees were keeping a fast, some
people came to him and said, ‘Why is it that John’s disciples and the
disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are not?’ Jesus said to them,
‘Can you expect the bridegroom’s friends to fast while the bridegroom
is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, there can
be no fasting. But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken
away from them, and on that day they will fast.

‘No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on to an old coat ; if he does, the
patch tears away from it, the new from the old, and leaves a bigger hole.
No one puts new wine into old wine-skins ; if he does, the wine will burst
the skins, and then wine and skins are both lost. Fresh skins for new wine !’

One Sabbath he was going through the cornfields; and his disciples; as
they went, began to pluck ears of corn. The Pharisees said to him, ‘Look,
why are they doing what is forbidden on the Sabbath?’ He answered, ‘Have
you never read what David did when he and his men were hungry and had
nothing to eat? He went into the House of God, in the time of Abiathar
the High Priest, and ate the sacred bread, though no one but a priest is
allowed to eat it, and even gave it to his men.’

He also said to them, “The Sabbath was made for the sake of man and
not man for the Sabbath : therefore the Son of Man is sovereign even over
the Sabbath.’

On another occasion when he went to synagogue, there was a man in the
congregation who had a withered arm; and they were watching to see
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whether Jesus would cure him on the Sabbath, so that they could bring
acharge against him. He said to the man with the withered arm, ‘Come and
stand out here.” Then he turned to them: ‘Is it permitted to do good or to
do evil on the Sabbath, to save life or to kill?’ They had nothing to say;
and, looking round at them with anger and sorrow at their obstinate
stupidity, he said to the man, ‘Stretch out your arm.” He stretched it out
and his arm was restored. But the Pharisees, on leaving the synagogue,
began plotting against him with the partisans of Herod to see how they
could make away with him.

JESUS WENT AwWAY to the lake-side with his disciples. Great numbers
from Galilee, Judaea and Jerusalem, Idumaea and Transjordan, and the
neighbourhood of Tyre and Sidon, heard what he was doing and came to
see him. So he told his disciples to have a boat ready for him, to save him
from being crushed by the crowd. For he cured so many that sick people of
all kinds came crowding in upon him to touch him. The unclean spirits too,
when they saw him, would fall at his feet and cry aloud, ‘You are the Son of
God’; but he insisted that they should not make him known.

He then went up into the hill-country and called the men he wanted;
and they went and joined him. He appointed twelve as his companions,
whom he would send out to proclaim the Gospel, with a commission to
drive out devils. So he appointed the Twelve: to Simon he gave the name
Peter; then came the sons of Zebedee, James and his brother John, to whom
he gave the name Boanerges, Sons of Thunder ; then Andrew and Philip and
Bartholomew and Matthew and Thomas and James the son of Alphaeus
and Thaddaeus and Simon, a member of the Zealot party, and Judas
Iscariot, the man who betrayed him.

He entered a house; and once more such a crowd collected round them
that they had no chance to eat. When his family heard of this, they set out
to take charge of him ; for people were saying that he was out of his mind.?

The doctors of the law, too, who had come down from Jerusalem, said,
‘He is possessed by Beelzebub’, and, ‘He drives out devils by the prince of
devils.” So he called them to come forward, and spoke to them in parables:
‘How can Satan drive out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself,
that kingdom cannot stand; if a household is divided against itself, that
house will never stand; and if Satan is in rebellion against himself, he is
divided and cannot stand; and that is the end of him.

‘On the other hand, no one can break into a strong man’s house and
make off with his goods unless he has first tied the strong man up ; then he
can ransack the house.

‘I tell you this: no sin, no slander, is beyond forgiveness for men ; but
whoever slanders the Holy Spirit can never be forgiven; he is guilty of
eternal sin.” He said this because they had declared that he was possessed
by an unclean spirit.

Then his mother and his brothers arrived, and remaining outside sent
in a message asking him to come out to them. A crowd was sitting round
and word was brought to him: “Your mother and your brothers are outside

@ Or of him. ‘He is out of his mind’, they said.

i

46

In Galilee : success and opposition MARK 3, 4
asking for you.” He replied, ‘Who is my mother? Who are my })rothcrg?’
And looking round at those who were sitting in the circle about‘hlm he salq,
‘Here are my mother and my brothers. Whoever does the will of God is
my brother, my sister, my mother.’

ONANOTHER OCCASION he began to teach by the lake-side. The crowd
that gathered round him was so large that he had to get into a bpat on the
lake, and there he sat, with the whole crowd on the beach right down
to the water’s edge. And he taught them many things by parables.

As he taught he said:

‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And it happened that as he sowed,
some seed fell along the footpath; and the birds came and ate it up. Spme
seed fell on rocky ground, where it had little soil, and it sprouted quickly
because it had no depth of earth ; but when the sun rose the young corn was
scorched, and as it had no root it withered away. Some seefi fe}l among
thistles; and the thistles shot up and ‘choked the corn, and it yielded no
crop. And some of the seed fell into good soil, where it came up and grcw:
and bore fruit; and the yield was thirtyfold, sixtyfold, even a hundredfold.
He added, ‘If you have ears to hear, then hear.’ )

When he was alone, the Twelve and others who were round him ques-
tioned him about the parables. He replied, ‘To you the secret of 'ic
kingdom of God has been given; but to those who are outside everything
comes by way of parables, so that (as Scripture says) they may look 'and
look, but see nothing; they may hear and hear, but understand nothing;
otherwise they might turn to God and be forgiven.’

So he said, ‘You do not understand this parable? How then are you to
understand any parable? The sower sows the word. Those along the foot-
path are people in whom the word is sown, but no sooner have th;y heard
it than Satan comes and carries off the word which has been sown in them.
It is the same with those who receive the seed on rocky ground; as soon as
they hear the word, they accept it with joy, but it strikes no root in :chcm H
they have no staying-power ; then, when there is troublq or persecution on
account of the word, they fall away at once. Others again receive the seed
among thistles ; they hear the word, but worldly cares and the false glamoqr
of wealth and all kinds of evil desire come in and choke the word,' and it
proves barren. And there are those who receive the seed in good spll ; they
hear the word and welcome it; and they bear fruit thirtyfold, sixtyfold,
or a hundredfold.’

He said to them, ‘Do you bring in the lamp to put it under the meal-tub,
or under the bed? Surely it is brought to be set on the lamp-stand. For
nothing is hidden unless it is to be disclosed, and nothing put under cover
unless it is to come into the open. If you have ears to hear, then hear.’

He also said, ‘Take note of what you hear; the measure you give is the
measure you will receive, with something more bcside.s. For t‘he man who
has will be given more, and the man who has not will forfeit even what
he has.’

Hesaid, ‘The kingdom of God is like this. A man scatters seed ontheland ;
he goes to bed at night and gets up in the morning, and the seed sprouts
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and grows—how, he does not know. The ground produces a crop by itself,
first the blade, then the ear, then full-grown corn in the ear; but as soon
as the crop is ripe, he plies the sickle, because harvest-time has come.’

He said also, ‘How shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by what
parable shall we describe it? It is like the mustard-seed, which is smaller
than any seed in the ground at its sowing. But once sown, it springs up
and grows taller than any other plant, and forms branches so large that the
birds can settle in its shade.’

With many such parables he would give them his message, so far as they
were able to receive it. He never spoke to them except in parables; but
privately to his disciples he explained everything.

In Galilee : success and opposition

Miracles of Christ

HAT DAY, in the evening, he said to them, ‘Let us cross over to the other

side of the lake.” So they left the ¢rowd and took him with them in the
boat where he had been sitting ; and there were other boats accompanying
him. A heavy squall came on and the waves broke over the boat until it
was all but swamped. Now he was in the stern asleep on a cushion; they
roused him and said, ‘Master, we are sinking ! Do you not care ?’ He awoke,
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Hush! Be still!’ The wind dropped
and there was a dead calm. He said to them, ‘Why are you such cowards?
Have you no faith even now?’ They were awestruck and said to one
another, ‘Who can this be? Even the wind and the sea obey him.’

So they came to the other side of the lake, into the country of the Gera-
senes. As he stepped ashore, a man possessed by an unclean spirit came up
to him from among the tombs where he had his dwelling. He could no
longer be controlled ; even chains were useless ; he had often been fettered
and chained up, but he had snapped his chains and broken the fetters. No
one was strong enough to master him. And so, unceasingly, night and day,
he would cry aloud among the tombs and on the hill-sides and cut himself
with stones. When he saw Jesus in the distance, he ran and flung himself
down before him, shouting loudly, ‘What do you want with me, Jesus, son
of the Most High God? In God’s name do not torment me.” (For Jesus was
already saying to him, ‘Out, unclean spirit, come out of this man!’) Jesus
asked him, ‘What is your name?’ ‘My name is Legion,’ he said, ‘there are
so many of us.” And he begged hard that Jesus would not send them out
of the country. ’

Now there happened to be a large herd of pigs feeding on the hill-side,
and the spirits begged him, ‘Send us among the pigs and let us go into
them.” He gave them leave; and the unclean spirits came out and went
into the pigs ; and the herd, of about two thousand, rushed over the edge into
the lake and were drowned.

The men in charge of them took to their heels and carried the news to the
town and countfy-side ; and the people came out to see what had happened.
They came to Jesus and saw the madman who had been possessed by the
legion of devils, sitting there clothed and in his right mind ; and they were
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afraid. The spectators told them how the madman had been cured and
what had happened to the pigs. Then they begged Jesus to leave the district.

As he was stepping into the boat, the man who had been possessed begged
to go with him. Jesus would not allow it, but said to him, ‘Go home to
your own folk and tell them what the Lord in his mercy has done for you.’
The man went off and spread the news in the Ten Towns< of all that Jesus
had done for him; and they were all amazed.

As soon as Jesus had returned by boat to the other shore, a great crowd
once more gathered round him. While he was by the lake-side, the president
of one of the synagogues came up, Jairus by name, and, when he saw him,
threw himself down at his feet and pleaded with him. ‘My little daughter’,
he said, ‘is at death’s door. I beg you to come and lay your hands on her to
cure her and save her life.” So Jesus went with him, accompanied by a great
crowd which pressed upon him.

Among them was a woman who had suffered from haemorrhages for
twelve years; and in spite of long treatment by many doctors, on which
she had spent all she had, there had been no improvement ; on the contrary,
she had grown worse. She had heard what people were saying about Jesus,

. soshe came up from behind in the crowd and touched his cloak ; for she said

to herself, ‘If I touch even his clothes, I shall be cured.’ And there and then
the source of her haemorrhages dried up and she knew in herself that she
was cured of her trouble. At the same time Jesus, aware that power had gone
out of him, turned round in the crowd and asked, ‘Who touched my
clothes?’ His disciples said to him, ‘You see the crowd pressing upon you
and yet you ask, “Who touched me?”’ Meanwhile he was looking round
to see who had done it. And the woman, trembling with fear when she
grasped what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and told him
the whole truth. He said to her, ‘My daughter, your faith has cured you.
Go in peace, free for ever from this trouble.’

While he was still speaking, a message came from the president’s house,
‘Your daughter is dead; why trouble the Rabbi further?’ But Jesus, over-
hearing the message as it was delivered, said to the president of the syna-
gogue, ‘Do not be afraid ; only have faith.” After this he allowed no one to
accompany him except Peter and James and James’s brother John. They
came to the president’s house, where he found a great commotion, with
loud crying and wailing. So he went in and said to them, ‘Why this crying
and commotion? The child is not dead: she is asleep’; and they only
laughed at him. But after turning all the others out, he took the child’s
fayher and mother and his own companions and went in where the child was
lying. Then, taking hold of her hand, he said to her, ‘Talitha cum’, which
means, ‘Get up, my child.’ Immediately the girl got up and walked about—
she was twelve years old. At that they were beside themselves with amaze-
ment. He gave them strict orders to let no one hear about it, and told them
to give her something to eat.

.He left that place and went to his home town accompanied by his
disciples. When the Sabbath came he began to teach in the synagogue;
and the large congregation who heard him were amazed and said, ‘Where

@ Greek Decapolis.

49

16
17
18
19

20

21
22

23

24

25
26

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

35
36

37
38

39
40
41
42

43



18

10
II

12
13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

22

23
24
25

26

27
28

MARK 6

does he get it from?’, and, ‘What wisdom is this that has been given him?’,
and, ‘How does he work such miracles? Is not this the carpenter, the son
of Mary,? the brother of James and Joseph and Judas and Simon? And
are not his sisters here with us?’ So they fell foul of him. Jesus said to them,
‘A prophet will always be held in honour except in his home town, and
among his kinsmen and family.” He could work no miracle there, except
that he put his hands on a few sick people and healed them; and he was
taken aback by their want of faith.

Muracles of Christ

ON ONEOFHIS TEACHING JOURNEYS round the villages he summoned
the Twelve and sent them out in pairs on a mission. He gave them authority
over unclean spirits, and instructed them to take nothing for the journey
beyond a stick: no bread, no pack, no money in their belts. They might wear
sandals, but not a second coat. “When you are admitted to a house’, he
added, ‘stay there until you leave those parts. At any place where they will
not receive you or listen to you, shake the dust off your feet as you leave,
as a warning to them.” So they set out and called publicly for repentance.
They drove out many devils, and many sick people they anointed with
oil and cured.

Now King Herod heard of it, for the fame of Jesus had spread; and
people were saying, b ‘John the Baptist has been raised to life, and that is
why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” Others said, ‘It is Elijah.’
Others again, ‘He is a prophet like one of the old prophets.” But Herod,
when he heard of it, said, “This is John, whom I beheaded, raised from
the dead.’

For this same Herod had sent and arrested John and put him in prison
on account of his brother Philip’s wife, Herodias, whom he had married.
John had told Herod, ‘You have no right to your brother’s wife.” Thus
Herodias nursed a grudge against him and would willingly have killed him,
but she could not ; for Herod went in awe of John, knowing him to be a good
and holy man; so he kept him in custody. He liked to listen to him, although
the listening left him greatly perplexed.

Herodias found her opportunity when Herod on his birthday gave a
banquet to his chief officials and commanders and the leading men of
Galilee. Her daughter came in¢ and danced, and so delighted Herod and
his guests that the king said to the girl, ‘Ask what you like and I will give it
you.” And he swore an oath to her: ‘Whatever you ask I will give you, up
to half my kingdom.” She went out and said to her mother, ‘“What shall I ask
for?’ She replied, “The head of John the Baptist.” The girl hastened back
at once to the king with her request : ‘I want you to give me here and now, on
a dish, the head of John the Baptist.” The king was greatly distressed, but
out of regard for his oath and for his guests he could not bring himself to
refuse her. So the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring
John’s head. The soldier went off and beheaded him in the prison, brought
the head on a dish, and gave it to the girl; and she gave it to her mother.

a Some witnesses read Is not this the son of the carpenter and Mary . . . b Some

witnesses read and he said . . . ¢ Or A festive occasion came when Herod on his
birthday gave . . . of Galilee. The daughter of Herodias camein. ..
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When John’s disciples heard the news, they came and took his body
away and laid it in a tomb.

The apostles now rejoined Jesus and reported to him all that they had
done and taught. He said to them, ‘Come with me, by yourselves, to some
lonely place where you can rest quietly.” (For they had no leisure even to
eat, so many were coming and going.) Accordingly, they set off privately by
boat for a lonely place. But many saw them leave and recognized them,
and came round by land, hurrying from all the towns towards the place,
and arrived there first. When he came ashore, he saw a great crowd ; and his
heart went out to them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd;
and he had much to teach them. As the day wore on, his disciples came up to
him and said, “This is a lonely place and it is getting very late; send the
people off to the farms and villages round about, to buy themselves some-
thing to eat.’ ‘Give them something to eat yourselves’, he answered. They
replied, ‘Are we to go and spend twenty pounds® on bread to give them a
meal?’ ‘How many loaves have you?’ he asked; ‘go and see.” They found
out and told him, ‘Five, and two fishes also.” He ordered them to make the
people sit down in groups on the green grass, and they sat down in rows,
ahundred rows of fifty each. Then, taking the five loaves and the two fishes,
he looked up to heaven, said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them
to the disciples to distribute. He also divided the two fishes among them.
They all ate to their hearts’ content; and twelve great basketfuls of scraps
were picked up, with what was left of the fish. Those who ate the loaves
numbered five thousand men.

As soon as it was over he made his disciples embark and cross to Bethsaida
ahead of him, while he himself sent the people away. After taking leave of
them, he went up the hill-side to pray. It grew late and the boat was already
well out on the water, while he was alone on the land. Somewhere between
three and six in the morning, seeing them labouring at the oars against a
head-wind, he came towards them, walking on the lake. He was going to
pass them by; but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought
it was a ghost and cried out; for they all saw him and were terrified. But
at once he spoke to them: “Take heart! It is I; do not be afraid.” Then he
climbed into the boat beside them, and the wind dropped. At this they were
completely dumbfounded, for they had not understood the incident of
the loaves ; their minds were closed.

So they finished the crossing and came to land at Gennesaret, where they
made fast. When they came ashore, he was immediately recognized; and
the people scoured that whole country-side and brought the sick on
stretchers to any place where he was reported to be. Wherever he went, to
farmsteads, villages, or towns, they laid out the sick in the market-places
and begged him to let them simply touch the edge of his cloak ; and all who
touched him were cured.

Miracles of Christ

@ Literally 200 denarii.
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Growing tension

GROUP OF PHARISEES, with some doctors of the law who had come }

from Jerusalem, met him and noticed that some of his disciples were §
eating their food with ‘defiled’ hands—in other words, without washing }
them. (For the Pharisees and the Jews in general never eat without washing 3
the hands,? in obedience to an old-established tradition; and on coming
from the market-place they never eat without first washing. And there are |
many other points on which they have a traditional rule to maintain, for }
example, washing of cups and jugs and copper bowls.) Accordingly, these |

Pharisees and the lawyers asked him, “Why do your disciples not conform

tothe ancient tradition, but eat their food with defiled hands ?’ He answered, !
‘Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites in these words: }
“This people pays me lip-service, but their heart is far from me: their }
worship of me is in vain, for they teach as doctrines the commandments of §
men.” You neglect the commandment of God, in order to maintain the

tradition of men.’

He also said to them, ‘How well you set aside the commandment of God
in order to maintain? your tradition! Moses said, “Honour your father }
and your mother”, and, “The man who curses his father or mother must ]
suffer death.” But you hold that if a man says to his father or mother, °
“Anything of mine which might have been used for your benefit is Cor- }
ban”’ (meaning, set apart for God), ‘he is no longer permitted to do any- ¢
thing for his father or mother. Thus by your own tradition, handed down }
among you, you make God’s word null and void. And many other things

that you do are just like that.’

On another occasion he called the people and said to them, ‘Listen to ] '

me, all of you, and understand this: nothing that goes into a man from

outside can defile him; no, it is the things that come out of him that defile ] ‘

aman.’ ¢

When he had left the people and gone indoors, his disciples questioned ¥

him about the parable. He said to them, ‘Are you as dull as the rest? Do you
not see that nothing that goes from outside into a man can defile him,
because it does not enter into his heart but into his stomach, and so passes
out into the drain?’ Thus he declared all foods clean. He went on, ‘It is
what comes out of a man that defiles him. For from inside, out of a man’s
heart, come evil thoughts, acts of fornication, of theft, murder, adultery,
ruthless greed, and malice ; fraud, indecency, envy, slander, arrogance, and
folly ; these evil things all come from inside, and they defile the man.’
Then he left that place and went away into the territory of Tyre. He
found a house to stay in, and he would have liked to remain unrecognized,
but this was impossible. Almost at once a woman whose young daughter
was possessed by an unclean spirit heard of him, came in, and fell at his
feet. (She was a Gentile, a Phoenician of Syria by nationality.) She begged
him to drive the spirit out of her daughter. He said to her, ‘Let the children
@ Some witnesses insert with the fist; others insert frequently, or thoroughly. b Some

witnesses read establish, ¢ Some witnesses here add (16) If you have ears to hear,
then hear.

52

Growing tension

MARK 7, 8

be satisfied first; it is not fair to take the children’s bread and throw it to the
dogs.” ‘Sir,’ she answered, ‘even the dogs under the table eat the children’s
scraps.” He said to her, ‘For saying that, you may go home content; the
unclean spirit has gone out of your daughter.’ And when she returned
home, she found the child lying in bed ; the spirit had left her.

On his return journey from Tyrian territory he went by way of Sidon to
the $ea of Galilee through the territory of the Ten Towns.? They brought
to him a man who was deaf and had an impediment in his speech, with the
request that he would lay his hand on him. He took the man aside, away
from the crowd, put his fingers into his ears, spat, and touched his tongue.
Then, looking up to heaven, he sighed, and said to him, ‘Ephphatha’,
which means ‘Be opened.” With that his ears were opened, and at the same
time the impediment was removed and he spoke plainly. Jesus forbade them
to tell anyone ; but the more he forbade them, the more they published it.
Their astonishment knew no bounds: ‘All that he does, he does well,” they
said; ‘he even makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.’

THERE WAS ANOTHER OCCASION about this time when a huge crowd
hqd collected, and, as they had no food, Jesus called his disciples and
said to them, ‘I feel sorry for all these people ; they have been with me now
for three days and have nothing to eat. If I send them home unfed, they
will turn faint on the way ; some of them have come from a distance.” The
.discxples answered, ‘How can anyone provide all these people with bread
in this lonely place?” ‘How many loaves have you?’ he asked; and they
answered, ‘Seven.” So he ordered the people to sit down on the ground ;
then he took the seven loaves, and, after giving thanks to God, he broke the
bread and gave it to his disciples to distribute ; and they served it out to the
people. They had also a few small fishes, which he blessed and ordered
them to distribute. They all ate to their hearts’ content, and seven baskets
were filled with the scraps that were left. The people numbered about four
thousand. Then he dismissed them; and, without delay, got into the boat
with his disciples and went to the district of Dalmanutha.?

Then the Pharisees came out and engaged him in discussion. To test
him they asked him for a sign from heaven. He sighed deeply to himself
and said, “Why does this generation ask for a sign? I tell you this: no sign
shall be given to this generation.” With that he left them, re-embarked, and
went off to the other side of the lake.

Now they had forgotten to take bread with them ; they had no more than
one loaf in the boat. He began to warn them: ‘Beware,” he said, ‘be on your
gqard against the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.’ They
said among themselves, ‘It is because we have no bread.” Knowing what
was in their minds, he asked them, ‘Why do you talk about having no
bread? Have you no inkling yet? Do you still not understand ? Are your
minds closed? You have eyes: can you not see? You have ears: can you
not hear? Have you forgotten? When I broke the five loaves among five
thousand, how many basketfuls of scraps did you pick up?’ “Twelve’,
they said. ‘And how many when I broke the seven loaves among four

a Greek Decapolis. b Some witnesses give Magedan; others give Magdala.
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MARK 8,9 Growing tension
thousand?’ They answered, ‘Seven.” He said,
stand ?’

They arrived at Bethsaida. There the people brought a blind man to
Jesus and begged him to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand
and led him away out of the village. Then he spat on his eyes, laid his
hands upon him, and asked whether he could see anything. The man’s
sight began to come back, and he said, ‘I see men ; they look like trees, but
they are walking about.’ Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; he looked
hard, and now he was cured so that he saw everything clearly. Then Jesus
sent him home, saying, ‘Do not tell anyone in the village.’ ¢

‘Do you still not under-

JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES set out for the villages of Caesarea Philippi.
On the way he asked his disciples, “Who do men say I am?’ They answered,
‘Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, others one of the prophets.’
‘And you,” he asked, ‘who do you say I am?’ Peter replied: ‘You are the
Messiah.” Then he gave them strict orders not to tell anyone about him;
and he began to teach them that the Son of Man had to undergo great
sufferings, and to be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and doctors of
the law; to be put to death, and to rise again three days afterwards. He spoke
about it plainly. At this Peter took him by the arm and began to rebuke him.
But Jesus turned round, and, looking at his disciples, rebuked Peter. ‘Away
with you, Satan,’ he said; ‘you think as men think, not as God thinks.’

Then he called the people to him, as well as his disciples, and said to
them, ‘Anyone who wishes to be a follower of mine must leave self behind ;
he must take up his cross, and come with me, Whoever cares for his own
safety is lost; but if a man will let himself be lost for my sake and for the
Gospel, that man is safe. What does a man gain by winning the whole world
at the cost of his true self ? What can he give to buy that self back? If anyone
is ashamed of me and mine® in this wicked and godless age, the Son of Man
will be ashamed of him, when he comes in the glory of his Father and of the
holy angels.’ ¢

He also said, ‘I tell you this: there are some of those standing here who
will not taste death before they have seen the kingdom of God already
come in power.’

Six days later Jesus took Peter, James, and John with him and led them
up a high mountain where they were alone ; and in their presence he was
transfigured; his clothes became dazzling white, with a whiteness no
bleacher on earth could equal. They saw Elijah appear, and Moses with
him, and there they were, conversing with Jesus. Then Peter spoke:
‘Rabbi,” he said, ‘how good it is that we are here! Shall we make three
shelters, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah?’ (For he did not
know what to say; they were so terrified.) Then a cloud appeared, casting
its shadow over them, and out of the cloud came a voice: “This is my Son,
my Beloved ;4 listen to him.” And now suddenly, when they looked around,
there was nobody to be seen but Jesus alone with themselves.

@ Some witnesses read Do not go into the village.

words.
only Son.

b Some witnesses read me and my
¢ Some witnesses read Father with the holy angels. d Or This is my
Yy
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On their way down the mountain, he enjoineq them not to tell anyone
what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. Thqy
seized upon those words, and discussed among them_selyes Yvhat‘ this
‘rising from the dead’ could mean. And they put a question to‘hlm: Why
do our teachers say that Elijah must come first?’ ‘H.e replied, Yes,' Elijah
does come first to set everything right. Yet how is 1;“ that the scriptures
say of the Son of Man that he is to endure great sufferings and to be treated
with contempt? However, I tell you, Elijah has already come and they have
worked their will upon him, as the scriptures say of him. .

When they came back to the disciples they saw a large crowd surrounding
them and lawyers arguing with them. As soon as they saw Jesus the wh.ole
crowd were overcome with awe, and they ran forwarq to welcome him.
He asked them, ‘What is this argument about?’ A man in the crqv&{d quke
up: ‘Master, I brought my son to you. He is ppsses'sed by a spirit which
makes him speechless. Whenever it attacks him, it dashes _h}m to the
ground, and he foams at the mouth, grinds his teeth, and goes I‘lgl(‘d. I asked
your disciples to cast it out, but they failed.” Jesus answer;d: What an
unbelieving and perverse generation! How long shall I be with you? Hpv&T
long must I endure you? Bring him tome.’ So they.brought the'boy tohim;
and as soon as the spirit saw him it threw the boy into convulsions, and h_e
fell on the ground and rolled about foaming at the mputh. Jefus askeq hls:
father, ‘How long has he been like this?’ ‘From cfhlldt}ooc_i, he replied;
‘often it has tried to make an end of him by throwing him into the fire or
into water. But if it is at all possible for you, take pity upon us and help us.
‘If it is possible!” said Jesus. ‘Everything is possible to one vyho has
faith.” ‘I have faith,” cried the boy’s father; ‘help me where faith falls
short.” Jesus saw then that the crowd was clos:ix}g in upon ‘them, so he
rebuked the unclean spirit. ‘Deaf and dumb spmt,’_ he said, ‘I commgnd
you, come out of him and never go back!’ Afte_r crying alouq and racking
him fiercely, it came out; and the boy looked hke. a corpse; in ‘fact, many
said, ‘He is dead.” But Jesus took his hand and raised him to his feet, and
he stood up. ) .

Then Jers)us went indoors, and his disciples asked him prlvgtely, Wh.y
could not we cast it out?’ He said, ‘There is no means of casting out this
sort but prayer.’ ¢

THEY NoWw LEFT that district and made a joumey‘ thrpugh Galilee. Jesus
wished it to be kept secret; for he was teachiqg his disciples, and telling
them, ‘The Son of Man is now to be given up into the power of men, a.nd,
they will kill him, and three days after being Kkilled, he_w1ll rise again.
But they did not understand what he said, and were afraid to ask.

So they came to Capernaum ; and when he was mdoors_, he asked them,
‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ They were silent, because on
the way they had been discussing who was the greatest. He sat down,
called the T'welve, and said to them, ‘If anyone wants to be ﬁr§t, he must
make himself last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a child, set him

@ Or Elijah, you say, comes first to set everything right: then how isit. .. b Some

witnesses add and fasting.
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MARK 9, 10 Growing tension

37 in front of them, and put his arm round him. ‘Whoever receives one of
these children in my name’, he said, ‘receives me; and whoever receives
me, receives not me but the One who sent me.’

38 Johnsaid to him, ‘Master, we saw a man driving out devils in your name,

39 and as he was not one of us, we tried to stop him.’ Jesus said, ‘Do not stop
him ; no one who does a work of divine power in my name will be able the

40 next moment to speak evil of me. For he who is not against us is on our side.

41 Itell youthis: if anyone gives you a cup of water to drink because you are
followers of the Messiah, that man assuredly will not go unrewarded.

42 ‘As for the man who is a cause of stumbling to one of these little ones
who have faith, it would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with

43 a millstone round his neck. If your hand is your undoing, cut it off 5 it
is better for you to enter into life maimed than to keep both hands and

45 go to hell and the unquenchable fire.2 And if your foot is your undoing,
cut it off; it is better to enter into life a cripple than to keep both your feet

47 and bethrown into hell.» And ifit is your eye, tear it out; it is better to enter
into the kingdom of God with one eye than to keep both eyes and be thrown

48 into hell, where the devouring worm never dies and the fire is not quenched.

49 ‘For everyone will be salted with fire.

50 ‘Saltisa good thing; but if the salt loses its saltness, what will you season
it with?

‘Have salt in yourselves ; and be¢ at peace with one another.’

10 ON LEAVING THOSE PARTS he came into the regions of Judaea and Trans-
jordan; and when a crowd gathered round him once again, he followed his
2 usual practice and taught them. The question was put to him:4 ‘Is it
3 lawful for a man to divorce his wife?’ This was to test him. He asked in
4 return, ‘What did Moses command you?’ They answered, ‘Moses per-
5 mitted a man to divorce his wife by note of dismissal.’ Jesus said to them,
‘It was because your minds were closed that he made this rule for you;
6 but in the beginning, at the creation, God made them male and female.
7 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother, and be made one
8 with his wife;¢ and the two shall become one flesh. It follows that they
9 are no longer two individuals: they are one flesh. What God has joined
together, man must not separate.’
to  When they were indoors again the disciples questioned him about this
11 matter; he said to them, ‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another
12 commits adultery against her: so too, if she divorces her husband and
marries another, she commits adultery.’
13 They brought children for him to touch. The disciples rebuked them,
14 but when Jesus saw this he was indignant, and said to them, ‘Let the
children come to me; do not try to stop them; for the kingdom of God

@ Some witnesses add (44) where the devouring worm never dies and the fire is not
quenched. b Some witnesses add (46) where the devouring worm never dies and
the fire is not quenched. ¢ Or Have the salt of fellowship and be. . . .; or You have
the salt of fellowship between you; thenbe. .. d Some witnesses read The Phari-
sees came forward and asked him the question . . ¢ Some witnesses omit and be
made . . . wife.
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such as these. I tell you, whoever does not accept the kingdom

(t:g lg}rcl)%isltize a child will never enter ita’ j;nd he put his arms round them,
id his hands upon them, and blessed them. )
131?\sh 1t?e was stali'ting out on a journey, a stranger ran up, and, kriele_lfm>g’
before him, asked, ‘Good Master, what must I do to win eterna lG e.d
Jesus said to him, ‘“Why do you call me good? No one is good except o.t
alone. You know the commandments: “Do not murder; do nczit.(;:)mmx
adultery ; do not steal; do not give false evidence 5 do ‘not defraud; llorllfur
your father and mother.”’ ‘But, Master;’ he.rephe:d, I have kept a th_ese
since I was a boy.” Jesus looked straight at him; t_us heart warmed to 11:1,
and he said, ‘One thing you lack: g0, sell everything you have, and glv,eAc:
the poor, and you will have riches in heave:n; and come, fo}low tine.
these words his face fell and he went away with a heavy heart; for he was a
t wealth. o
mé}résfsglge;ked round at his disciples and said to’ them, ‘How hard gc vtvllli
be for the wealthy to enter the kingdom of God! They were a_mélze t ta
he should say this, but Jesus insisted, ‘Children, how hard it is hto en 21;
the kingdom of God! It is easier for a gamel 1o pass th’rough the eye
aneedle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” They were mgr;;
astonished than ever, and said to one angtt_ley, ‘The_n who can be sa\g d
Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For men it is impossible, but not for God;
ing is possible for God.’ ]

ev;rﬁtﬁlizgl’;ieg spoke. ‘We here’, he said, ‘have le_ft everything to becpme
your followers.’ Jesus said, ‘I tell you this: there is no one who hasf given
up home, brothers or sisters, mother, fat_her_ or qhﬂdren, or land, for my
sake and for the Gospel, who will not receive in this agea hundred txlrnecsi as
much—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and chlldrer_l, and land—
and persecutions besides; and in the age to come eternal life. But many
who are first will be last and the last first.

Challenge to Ferusalem

RE ON THE ROAD, going up to Jerusalem, Jesus leading the
\?7:3:{, :;ii the disciples were filled with awe, while those who f?lllot\:ved
behind were afraid. He took the Twelve asu_le and began to ,te;l t %n.
what was to happen to him. ‘We are now going to Jerusalem, 5: siu 5
‘and the Son of Man will be given up to the chief priests and tt;le foc ors
of the law ; they will condemn him to death and hand h1{n ove.:r tod t he orgl gr;
power. He will be mocked and spat upon, flogged and killed ; and three day
he will rise again.’ ' o
aft;;rv:lgisrid John, the sois of Zebedee, approgched him and said, I:i/la;tc;f,
we should like you to do us a favour.’ ‘.What is it you want me to do: c:
asked. They answered, ‘Grant us the right to sit in sta'fe with you, on; .';1_
your right and the other at your left.’ Jes_us said to them, Yot_l do notbunb e -
stand what you are asking. Can you dr}nk the cup tt’lat I drink, or de apS
tized with the baptism I am baptized with?’ ‘We can’, they answered. Jesu
a Some witnesses insert for those who trust in riches.
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MARK 10, 11

said, “The cup that I drink you shall drink, and the baptism I am baptized
with shall be your baptism ; but to sit at my right or left is not for me to
grant; it is for those to whom it has already been assigned.’ @

When the other ten heard this, they were indignant with James and
John. Jesus called them to him and said, ‘You know that in the world
the recognized rulers lord it over their subjects, and their great men make
them feel the weight of authority. That is not the way with you ; among you,
whoever wants to be great must be your servant, and whoever wants to be
first must be the willing slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come
to be served but to serve, and to give up his life as a ransom for many.’

They came to Jericho; and as he was leaving the town, with his disciples
and a large crowd, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was seated
at the roadside. Hearing that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout,
‘Son of David, Jesus, have pity on me !’ Many of the people told him to hold
his tongue; but he shouted all the more, ‘Son of David, have pity on me.’
Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him® ; so they called the blind man and said,
“T'ake heart; stand up; he is calling you.” At that he threw off his cloak,
Sprang up, and came to Jesus. Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to
do for you?” ‘Master,’ the blind man answered, ‘I want my sight back.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has cured you.” And at once he recovered
his sight and followed him on the road.

THEY WERE NOW APPROACHING Jerusalem, and when they reached
Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples
with these instructions: ‘Go to the village opposite, and, just as you enter,
you will find tethered there a colt which no one has yet ridden. Untie it
and bring it here. If anyone asks, “Why are you doing that?”, say, “Our
Master b needs it, and will send it back here without delay.” > So they went
off, and found the colt tethered at a door outside in the street. They were
untying it when some of the bystanders asked, “What are you doing, un-
tying that colt?’ They answered as Jesus had told them, and were then
allowed to take it. So they brought the colt to Jesus and spread their cloaks
on it, and he mounted. And people carpeted the road with their cloaks,
while others spread brushwood which they had cut in the fields; and those
who went ahead and the others who came behind shouted, ‘Hosanna!
Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessings on the
coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the heavens!’

He entered Jerusalem and went into the temple, where he looked at the
whole scene; but, as it was now late, he went out to Bethany with the
Twelve,

On the following day, after they had left Bethany, he felt hungry, and,
noticing in the distance a fig-tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find
anything on it. But when he came there he found nothing but leaves; for
it was not the season for figs. He said to the tree, ‘May no one ever again
eat fruit from you!’ And his disciples were listening.

So they came to Jerusalem, and he went into the temple and began
driving out those who bought and sold in the temple. He upset the tables

@ Some witnesses add by my Father. b Or Its owner.
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of the money-changers and the seats of the dealers in pigeons; and he
would not allow anyone to use the temple court as a thoroughfa‘re for
carrying goods. Then he began to teach them, and said, ‘Does not Scs’lgtllglre
say, “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations .f lllJt
you have made it a robbers’ cave.” The chief priests and the dc_)ctor§ of the
law heard of this and sought some means of making away with him; fqr
they were afraid of him, because the whole crowd was.spellbou-nd by his
teaching. And when evening came he went out of the city. had
Early next morning, as they passed by, they saw that the fig-tree a
withered from the roots up; and Peter, recalling what had I}appene,ci, said
to him, ‘Rabbi, look, the fig-tree which you cur§ed‘has withered. Jesqs
answered them, ‘Have faith in God. I tell you th;s: if anyone says to this
mountain, “Be lifted from your place and hurled into thf: sea”, a}nd has no
inward doubts, but believes that what he says is.happemng, it will be done
for him. I tell you, then, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you
ived it and it will be yours. ]
ha“:fsrfgc\?vhen you stand praying, if you have a grievapce against anyone,
forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you the wrongs
you have done.’ ¢

THEY CAME ONCE MORE to Jerusalem. And as he was wa}kmg in t}le
temple court the chief priests, lawyers, an_d elders came to him and_ said,
‘By what authority are you acting like this? Who gave you authority to‘
act in this way?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I have a question to'ask you too;
and if you give me an answer, I will tell you by what authority I’ act. The
baptism of John: was it from God, or from men? Answer me. Tl‘l‘lg set
them arguing among themselves: ‘“What shall we say? If”we say, “from
God”, he will say, “Then why did you not believe him?” Shall we say,
“from men”?—but they were afraid of the people, for all’ held that Johp
was in fact a prophet. So they answered, ‘We do not kpow. A1,1d Jesus said
to them, “Then neither will I tell you by what authority I act. ) 4

He went on to speak to them in parables: ‘A man p.lanted a vineyar ,
and put a wall round it, hewed out a winepress, and built a watch-tower;
then he let it out to vine-growers and went abroad. When the season came,
hesent a servant to the tenants to collect from them his share of the produge.
But they took him, thrashed him, and sent him away empty-handed. Again,
he sent them another servant, whom they beat about‘the head and treated
outrageously. So he sent another, and that one they killed ; and man;; more
besides, of whom they beat some, and killed others._ He“had now only one
left to send, his own dear son.? In the end he sent him. "‘I‘hgy wlll re;pgc'f
my son”, he said. But the tenants said to one anothe,r,, This is r'.hed eir;
come on, let us kill him, and the property w111.be ours.” So they seized him
and killed him, and flung his body out of the vineyard. What will the‘owner
of the vineyard do? He will come and put the tenants to death and give the

i others. )
vu‘l?:}:gcitt%e that you have never read this text: “The stone which the

@ Some witnesses add (26) But if you do not forgive others, then t.he wrongs you have
done will not be forgiven by your Father in heaven. b Or his only son.
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MARK 12 Challehge to Ferusalem

builders rejected has become the main corner-stone. This is the Lord’s
doing, and it is wonderful in our eyes”?’

Then they began to look for a way to arrest him, for they saw that the
parable was aimed at them ; but they were afraid of the people, so they left
him alone and went away.

A NUMBER OF PHARISEES and men of Herod’s party were sent to trap
him with a question. They came and said, ‘Master, you are an honest man,
we know, and truckle to no one, whoever he may be; you teach in all
honesty the way of life that God requires. Are we or are we not permitted
to pay taxes to the Roman Emperor? Shall we pay or not?’ He saw how
crafty their question was, and said, ‘Why are you trying to catch me out?
Fetch me a silver piece, and let me look at it.” They brought one, and he
said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose inscription?’ ‘Caesar’s’, they
replied. Then Jesus said, ‘Pay Caesar what is due to Caesar, and pay God
what is due to God.” And they heard him with astonishment.

Next Sadducees came to him. (It is they who say that there is no resur-
rection.) Their question was this: ‘Master, Moses laid it down for us that
if there are brothers, and one dies leaving a wife but no child, then the next
should marry the widow and carry on his brother’s family. Now there were
seven brothers. The first took a wife and died without issue. Then the
second married her, and he too died without issue. So did the third.
Eventually the seven of them died, all without issue. Finally the woman
died. At the resurrection, when they come back to life, whose wife will she
be, since all seven had married her?’ Jesus said to them, “You are mistaken,
and surely this is the reason: you do not know either the scriptures or the
power of God. When they rise from the dead, men and women do not
marry; they are like angels in heaven.

‘But about the resurrection of the dead, have you never read in the Book
of Moses, in the story of the burning bush, how God spoke to him and said,
“I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”?
God is not God of the dead but of the living. You are greatly mistaken.’

Then one of the lawyers, who had been listening to these discussions and
had noted how well he answered, came forward and asked him, ‘Which
commandment is first of all?’ Jesus answered, “The first is, “Hear, O
Israel: the Lord our God is the only Lord; love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your
strength.” The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.” There is
no other commandment greater than these.” The lawyer said to him, ‘Well
said, Master. You are right in saying that God is one and beside him there
is no other. And to love him with all your heart, all your understanding,
and all your strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself—that is far
more than any burnt offerings or sacrifices.” When Jesus saw how sensibly
he answered, he said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’

After that nobody ventured to put any more questions to him ; and Jesus
went on to say, as he taught in the temple, ‘How can the teachers of the law
maintain that the Messiah is “Son of David”? David himself said, when
inspired by the Holy Spirit, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right

60
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hand until I put your enemies under your feet.” ” David himself calls him
“Lord”; how can he also be David’s son?’

There was a great crowd and they listened eagerly.? He said as he taught
them, ‘Beware of the doctors of the law, who love to walk up and down in
long robes, receiving respectful greetings in the street; and to have the
chief seats in synagogues, and places of honour at feasts. These are the men
who eat up the property of widows, while they say long prayers for appear-
ance’ sake, and they will receive the severest sentence.’?

Once he was standing opposite the temple treasury, watching as people
dropped their money into the chest. Many rich people were giving large
sums. Presently there came a poor widow who dropped in two tiny coins,
together worth a farthing. He called his disciples to him. ‘I tell you this,’
he said: ‘this poor widow has given more than any of the others; for those
others who have given had more than enough, but she, with less than
enough, has given all that she had to live on.’

Challenge to ]érusalem .

AS HE WAS LEAVING the temple, one of his disciples exclaimed, ‘Look,
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Master, what huge stones! What fine buildings!’ Jesus said to him, ‘You 2

see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another ; all will
be thrown down.’

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives facing the temple he was
questioned privately by Peter, James, John, and Andrew. ‘Tell us,’ they
said, ‘when will this happen? What will be the sign when the fulfilment of
all this is at hand ?’

Jesus began: ‘Take care that no one misleads you. Many will come
claiming my name, and saying, “I am he”; and many will be misled by
them.

‘When you hear the noise of battle near at hand and the news of battles
far away, do not be alarmed. Such things are bound to happen ; but the end
is still to come. For nation will make war upon nation, kingdom upon
kingdom ; there will be earthquakes in many places; there will be famines.
With these things the birth-pangs of the new age begin.

‘As for you, be on your guard. You will be handed over to the courts.
You will be flogged in synagogues. You will be summoned to appear before
governors and kings on my account to testify in their presence. But before
the end the Gospel must be proclaimed to all nations. So when you are
arrested and taken away, do not worry beforehand about what you will say,
but when the time comes say whatever is given you to say; for it is not you
who will be speaking, but the Holy Spirit. Brother will betray brother to
death, and the father his child; children will turn against their parents
and send them to their death. All will hate you for your allegiance to me;
but the man who holds out to the end will be saved.

‘But when you see “the abomination of desolation” usurping a place
which is not his (let the reader understand), then those who are in Judaea
must take to the hills. If a man is on the roof, he must not come down into
a Or The mass of the people listened eagerly. & Or As for those who eat up the

property of widows, while they say long prayers for appearance’ sake, they will have an
even sterner judgement to face.
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the house to fetch anything out ; if in the field, he must not turn back for his
coat. Alas for women with child in those days, and for those who have
children at the breast! Pray that it may not come in winter. For those days
will bring distress such as never has been until now since the beginning
of the world which God created—and will never be again. If the Lord had
not cut short that time of troubles, no living thing could survive. However,
for the sake of his own, whom he has chosen, he has cut short the time.

“Then, if anyone says to you, “Look, here is the Messiah”, or, “Look,
there he is”, do not believe it. Impostors will come claiming to be messiahs
or prophets, and they will produce signs and wonders to mislead God’s
chosen, if such a thing were possible. But you be on your guard; I have
forewarned you of it all.

‘But in those days, after that distress, the sun will be darkened, the moon
will not give her light ; the stars will come falling from the sky, the celestial
powers will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of Man coming in the
clouds with great power and glory, and he will send out the angels and
gather his chosen from the four winds, from the farthest bounds of earth
to the farthest bounds of heaven.

‘Learn a lesson from the fig-tree. When its tender shoots appear and are
breaking into leaf, you know that summer is near. In the same way, when
you see all this happening, you may know that the end is near,? at the very
door. I tell you this: the present generation will live to see it all. Heaven
and earth will pass away ; my words will never pass away.

‘But about that day or that hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, not even the Son; only the Father.

‘Be alert, be wakeful.® You do not know when the moment comes. It is
like a man away from home: he has left his house and put his servants in
charge, each with his own work to do, and he has ordered the door-keeper
to stay awake. Keep awake, then, for you do not know when the master
of the house is coming. Evening or midnight, cock-crow or early dawn—
if he comes suddenly, he must not find you asleep. And what I say to you,
I say to everyone: Keep awake.’

The final conflict

Now THE FESTIVAL of Passover and Unleavened Bread was only two
days off; and the chief priests and the doctors of the law were trying
to devise some cunning plan to seize him and put him to death. ‘It must not
be during the festival,” they said, ‘or we should have rioting among the
people.’

Jesus was at Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper. As he sat at table,
a woman came in carrying a small bottle of very costly perfume, pure oil
of nard. She broke it open and poured the oil over his head. Some of those
present said to one another angrily, ‘Why this waste? The perfume might
have been sold for thirty pounds® and the money given to the poor’; and

@ Or that he is near. b Some witnesses add and pray.

¢ Literally 300 denarii;
some witnesses read more than 300 denarii.
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they turned upon her with fury. But Jesus said, ‘Let her alone. Why must
you make trouble for her? It is a fine thing she has done for me. You have
the poor among you always, and you can help them whenever you like;
but you will not always have me. She has done what lay in her power ; she
is beforehand with anointing my body for burial. I tell you this: wherever
in all the world the Gospel is proclaimed, what she has done will be told as
her memorial.’

Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to
betray him to them. When they heard what he had come for, they were
greatly pleased, and promised him money ; and he began to look for a good
opportunity to betray him.

Now ONTHEFIRST DAY of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lambs
were being slaughtered, his disciples said to him, ‘Where would you like
us to go and prepare for your Passover supper?’ So he sent out two of his
disciples with these instructions: ‘Go into the city, and a man will meet
you carrying a jar of water. Follow him, and when he enters a house give
this message to the householder: “The Master says, ‘Where is the room
reserved for me to eat the Passover with my disciples?’ ” He will show you
a large room upstairs, set out in readiness. Make the preparations for us
there.” Then the disciples went off, and when they came into the city
they found everything just as he had told them. So they prepared for
Passover.

In the evening he came to the house with the Twelve. As they sat at
supper Jesus said, ‘I tell you this: one of you will betray me—one who is
eating with me.” At this they were dismayed; and one by one they said to
him, ‘Not I, surely?’ ‘It is one of the Twelve’, he said, ‘who is dipping into
the same bowl with me. The Son of Man is going the way appointed for him
inthescriptures ; but alas for that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!
It would be better for that man if he had never been born.’

During supper he took bread, and having said the blessing he broke it
and gave it to them, with the words: ‘Take this ; this is my body.’ Then he
took a cup, and having offered thanks to God he gave it to them ; and they
all drank from it. And he said, “This is my blood, the blood of the covenant,
shed for many. I tell you this: never again shall I drink from the fruit of
the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.’

After singing the Passover Hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
And Jesus said, “You will all fall from your faith; for it stands written:
“I will strike the shepherd down and the sheep will be scattered.” Never-
theless, after I am raised again I will go on before you into Galilee.’ Peter
answered, ‘Everyone else may fall away, but I will not.” Jesus said, ‘I tell
you this: today, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you yourself
will disown me three times.” But he insisted and repeated : ‘Even if I must
die with you, I will never disown you.” And they all said the same.

WHEN THEY REACHED a place called Gethsemane, he said to his d'iscip!es,
‘Sit here while I pray.” And he took Peter and James and John w1:ch him.
Horror and dismay came over him, and he said to them, ‘My heart is ready
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35 to break with grief; stop here, and sta ’
( . y awake.” Then he went forward a
lll?le, threw‘hnnself on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible,
36 ;i tﬁehtcz)utrhml'ghtkpass‘h1m by. ‘Abba, Father,’ he said, ‘all things are pos-
sible Wilt.’ee, take this cup away from me. Yet not what I will, but what
37  He came back and found them asleep; and he said to Peter, ¢
) er, ‘Aslee
38 Slm'on? Were you not able to stay awake ,for one hour? Stay aw;.ke, all g%
you; E}nd pray’that you may be spared the test. The spirit is willing, but the
39 40 ?esh d1shwea.k. lOnce more he went away and prayed. 4 On his return he
ound them asleep again, for their eye ; i
how 1o maaSleep a s yes were heavy; and they did not know
41 The third time he came and said to them “Still i i i
s sleeping? Still taking your
ease? Enough!? The hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed togsiynful
42 men. Up, let us go forward! My betrayer is upon us.’
43 Sudfienly, while he was still speaking, Judas,one of the Twelve, appeared,
anfi wnh him was a crowd armed with swords and cudgels, sent by the
44 chief priests, la‘wyers, and elders. Now the traitor had agreed with them
upon a signal: “The one I kiss is your man; seize him and get him safely
45 away. ‘Wheq ’he reached the spot, he stepped forward at once and said to
46 Jesus, ‘Rabbi’, and kissed him. Then they seized him and held him fast,
47 Qne of the.party ¢ drew his sword, and struck at the High Priest’s servant,
48 cutting off his ear. Tt}en Jesus spoke: ‘Do you take me for a bandit, that
49 you haye come out with swords and cudgels to arrest me? Day after day
i was w1}t3h1nlyoulr1 reach as I taught in the temple, and you did not lay hands
50 on me. but let the scriptures be fulfilled.’ Th isci
it and ran qoran e en the disciples all deserted
st Among those following was a young man with nothing on but a linen

sz cloth. They tried to seize him; but he sli i
e o e slipped out of the linen cloth and ran

53 THEN THEY LED Jesus away to the Hi iest’ i
; gh Priest’s house, where the chief
54 priests, eldgrs, and <'iocto‘rs of the law were all assemblin’g. Peter followed
him at a d1§tgnce right into the High Priest’s courtyard; and there he
remamed,‘ sitting among the attendants, warming himself at the fire.
55 'I"he chief priests and the whole Council tried to find some evidence
56 against ]esug to warrant a death-sentence, but failed to find any. Many
57 gave false evidence against him, but their statements did not tally. Some
58 stoo<‘i‘ up gnd gave false eyldence against him to this effect: “We heard him
. Z?;’s II “{ﬁl t?uﬂj downhthm temple, made with human hands, and in three
'S 1 will build another, not made with hands.”’ B i i
their evidence did not ag;ee. ’ e even on this point
20 Then the High Priest stood up in his place and questioned Jesus: ‘Have
I you no answer to the charges that these witnesses bring against you?’ But
he}l\(ept silence ; he made no reply. .
gain the High Priest questioned him: ‘Are i
: : : you the Messiah, the Son
62 of the Blessed One?’ Jesus said, ‘T am; and you will see the Sor,l of Man

a . .
o Szir::%:;tnesses add using the.sa,me words. b The Greek is obscure » a possible mean-
T4 money has been paid’, “The account is settled.’ ¢ Or of the bystanders.
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seated at the right hand of God ¢ and coming with the clouds of heaven.’
Then the High Priest tore his robes and said, ‘Need we call further wit- 63
nesses? You have heard the blasphemy. What is your opinion?’ Their 64
judgement was unanimous: that he was guilty and should be put to death.

Some began to spit on him, blindfolded him, and struck him with their 65
fists, crying out, ‘Prophesy!’? And the High Priest’s men set upon him
with blows.

Meanwhile Peter was still below in the courtyard. One of the High 66
Priest’s serving-maids came by and saw him there warming himself. She 67
looked into his face and said, ‘You were there too, with this man from
Nazareth, this Jesus.” But he denied it: ‘I know nothing,’ he said; ‘I do 68
not understand what you mean.” Then he went outside into the porch;¢
and the maid saw him there again and began to say to the bystanders, ‘He 69
is one of them’; and again he denied it. 70

Again, a little later, the bystanders said to Peter, ‘Surely you are one of
them. You must be; you are a Galilean.” At this he broke out into curses, 71
and with an oath he said, ‘I do not know this man you speak of.” Then the 72
cock crew a second time; and Peter remembered how Jesus had said to
him, ‘Before the cock crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he

burst into tears. ;

AS SOON AS MORNING CAME, the chief priests, having made their plan@
with the elders and lawyers in full council, put Jesus in chains; then they
led him away and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the
king of the Jews ?’ He replied, ‘The words are yours.’d And the chief priests 3
brought many charges against him. Pilate questioned him again: ‘Have you 4
nothing to say in your defence? You see how many charges they are
bringing against you.” But, to Pilate’s astonishment, Jesus made no s
further reply.

At the festival season the Governor used to release one prisoner at the - 6
people’s request. As it happened, the man known as Barabbas was then in 7
custody with the rebels who had committed murder in the rising. When 8

9
I

[ 8]

the crowd appeared ¢ asking for the usual favour, Pilate replied, ‘Do you
wish me to release for you the king of the Jews?’ For he knew it was out of
malice that they had brought Jesus before him. But the chief priests incited . 11
the crowd to ask him to release Barabbas rather than Jesus. Pilate spoke 12
to them again: ‘Then what shall I do with the man you call king of the
Jews?’ They shouted back, ‘Crucify him!’ “Why, what harm has he done?’ 13 14
Pilate asked ; but they shouted all the louder, ‘Crucify him!” So Pilate, in 15
his desire to satisfy the mob, released Barabbas to them; and he had Jesus
flogged and handed him over to be crucified.

Then the soldiers took him inside the courtyard (the Governor’s head- 16
quarters/) and called together the whole company. They dressed him in 17
purple, and plaiting a crown of thorns, placed it on his head. Then they 18
began to salute him with, ‘Hail, King of the Jews !’ They beat him about the 19

b Some witnesses add Who hit you? as in Matthew and

4 Literally of the Power. 1
Or It is as you say.

Luke. ¢ Some witnesses insert and a cock crew.
¢ Some witnesses read shouted. S Greek praetorium.
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head with a cane and spat upon him, and then knelt and paid mock homage
to him. When they had finished their mockery, they stripped him of the
purple and dressed him in his own clothes.

THEN THEY TOOK HIM OUT to crucify him. A man called Simon, from
Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in
from the country, and they pressed him into service to carry his cross.

They brought him to the place called Golgotha, which means ‘Place
of a skull’. He was offered drugged wine, but he would not take it. Then
they fastened him to the cross. They divided his clothes among them,
casting lots to decide what each should have.

The hour of the crucifixion was nine in the morning, and the inscription
giving the charge against him read, ‘The king of the Jews.” Two bandits
were crucified with him, one on his right and the other on his left.@

The passers-by hurled abuse at him: ‘Aha!’ they cried, wagging their
heads, ‘you would pull the temple down, would you, and build it in three
days? Come down from the cross and save yourself!” So too the chief
priests and lawyers jested with one another: ‘He saved others,’ they said,
‘but he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the king of Israel, come down
now from the cross. If we see that, we shall believe.’ Even those who were
crucified with him taunted him.

At midday a darkness fell over the whole land, which lasted till three in
the afternoon ; and at three Jesus cried aloud, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’,
which means, ‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?’? Some of
the bystanders, on hearing this, said, ‘Hark, he is calling Elijah.” A man
ran and soaked a sponge in sour wine and held it to his lips on the end of
a cane. ‘Let us see’, he said, ‘if Elijah will come to take him down.’ Then
Jesus gave aloud cry and died. And the curtain of the temple was torn in
two from top to bottom. And when the centurion who was standing opposite
him saw how he died, ¢ he said, “Truly this man was a son of God.’d

A NUMBER OF WOMEN were also present, watching from a distance.
Among them were Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of James the
younger and of Joseph, and Salome, who had all followed him and waited
on him when he was in Galilee, and there were several others who had come
up to Jerusalem with him.

By this time evening had come; and as it was Preparation-day (that is,
the day before the Sabbath), Joseph of Arimathaea, a respected member of
the Council, a man who looked forward to the kingdom of God, bravely
went in to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate was surprised to
hear that he was already dead; so he sent for the centurion and asked him
whether it was long since he died. And when he heard the centurion’s
report, he gave Joseph leave to take the dead body. So Joseph bought a
linen sheet, took him down from the cross, and wrapped him in the sheet.

@ Some witnesses add (28) Thus that text of Scripture came true which says, ‘He was
reckoned among criminals.’ b Some witnesses read My God, my God, why hast thou
shamed me? ¢ Some witnesses read saw that he died with a cry. d Or the
Son of God.
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Then he laid him in a tomb cut out of the rock, and rolled a stone against the
entrance. And Mary of Magdala and Mary the mother of Joseph were
watching and saw where he was laid.

47

When the Sabbath was over, Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of @

James, and Salome bought @ aromatic oils intending to go and anoint him;
and very early on the Sunday morning, just after sunrise, they came to the
tomb. They were wondering among themselves who would roll away the
stone for them from the entrance to the tomb, when they looked up and
saw that the stone, huge as it was, had been rolled back already. They
went into the tomb, where they saw a youth sitting on the right-hand side,
wearing a white robe; and they were dumbfounded. But he said to them,
‘Fear nothing; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.
He has been raised again ; he is not here ; look, there is the place where the.y i
laid him. But go and give this message to his disciples and Peter: “He is
going on before you into Galilee ; there you will see him, as he told you.””’

w b W N

[}

Then they went out and ran away from the tomb, beside themselves with

terror. They said nothing to anybody, for they were afraid. b

And they delivered all these instructions briefly to Peter and his com-
panions. Afterwards Jesus himself sent out by them from east to west the
sacred and imperishable message of eternal salvation. ¢

When he had risen from the dead early on Sunday morning he appeared
first to Mary of Magdala, from whom he had formerly cast out seven
devils. She went and carried the news to his mourning and sorrowful
followers, but when they were told that he was alive and that she had seen
him they did not believe it.

Later he appeared in a different guise to two of them as they were
walking, on their way into the country. These also went and took the news
1o the others, but again no one believed them.

Afterwards while the Eleven were at table he appeared to them and
reproached them for their incredulity and dullness, because they had not

5l

10
II

12
I3

14

believed those who had seen him after he was raised from the dead. Then he @

said to them: ‘Go forth to every part of the world, and proclaim the Good
News to the whole creation. Those who believe it and receive baptism vyill
find salvation ; those who do not believe will be condemned. Faith will brlr_lg
with it these miracles: believers will cast out devils in my name and speak in
strange tongues ; if they handle snakes or drink any deadly poison, they will
come to no harm; and the sick on whom they lay their hands will recover.’
So after talking with them the Lord Jesus was taken up into heaven, anfi
he took his seat at the right hand of God ; but they went out to make their
proclamation everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed
their words by the miracles that followed. 2
@ Some witnesses omit When the Sabbath . . . Salome, readingAnd they went and bought. ..
b At this point some of the most ancient witnesses bring the book to a close. ¢ Some
witnesses add this paragraph, which in one of them is the conclusion of the book. d Some
witnesses give verses 9-20 either instead of, or in addition to, the paragraph And they de-
livered . . . eternal salvation (here printed before verse 9), and so bring the book to a close.
Others insert further additional matter.

67

16
17

18

19

2]



[ ]

I0
II
I2

13

14
15

16
17

18

19
20

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
LUKE

HE AUTHOR TO THEOPHILUS: Many writers have
undertaken to draw up an account of the events that have hap-
ered among us, following the traditions handed down to us by
the original eyewitnesses and servants of the Gospel. And so I in my turn,
your Excellency, as one who has gone over the whole course of these events
in detail, have decided to write a connected narrative for you, so as to

give you authentic knowledge about the matters of which you have been
informed.

The coming of Christ

I NTHEDAYS of Herod king of Judaea there was a priest named Zechariah,
_of the division of the priesthood called after Abijah. His wife also was of
priestly descent; her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were upright and
devout, blamelessly observing all the commandments and ordinances of
the Lord. But they had no children, for Elizabeth was barren, and both
were well on in years.
. Qn;e, Wheltl it was the turn of his division and he was there to take part
in divine service, it fell to his lot, by priestly custom, to enter the sanctuary
of the Lorq and offer the incense; and the whole congregation was at
prayer outside. It was the hour of the incense-offering. There appeared to
hnp an angel of the Lord, standing on the right of the altar of incense. At
th_ls s1ght., Zechariah was startled, and fear overcame him. But the angel
said to.hlm, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard:
your wxfe Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall name him John. Your
heart w1l_1 thrill with joy and many will be glad that he was born ; for he will
be great in the eyes of the Lord. He shall never touch wine or strong drink.
From his very birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit ; and he will bring
back many Israelites to the Lord their God. He will go before him as
forerunner,? possessed by the spirit and power of Elijah, to reconcile
father and child, to convert the rebellious to the ways of the righteous,
to prepare a people that shall be fit for the Lord.’

Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How can I be sure of this? I am an old man
and my wife is well on in years.’

The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel; I stand in attendance upon God, and
I. have been sent to speak to you and bring you this good news. But now
listen: you will lose your power of speech, and remain silent until the day

2 Or In his sight he will go forth.
68
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when these things happen to you, because you have not believed me,
though at their proper time my words will be proved true.’

Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, surprised that he was
staying so long inside. When he did come out he could not speak to them,
and they realized that he had had a vision in the sanctuary. He stood there
making signs to them, and remained dumb.

When his period of duty was completed Zechariah returned home. After
this his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she lived in seclusion,
thinking, “This is the Lord’s doing; now at last he has deigned to take away
my reproach among men.’

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, with a message for a girl betrothed to a man named
Joseph, a descendant of David; the girl’s name was Mary. The angel went
in and said to her, ‘Greetings, most favoured one! The Lord is with you.’
But she was deeply troubled by what he said and wondered what this greet-
ing might mean. Then the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for
God has been gracious to you; you shall conceive and bear a son, and you
shall give him the name Jesus. He will be great ; he will bear the title “Son of
the Most ‘High”; the Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor
David, and he will be king over Israel? for ever; his reign shall never end.’
‘How can this be?’ said Mary; ‘1 am still a virgin.” The angel answered, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will over-
shadow you ; and for that reason the holy child to be born will be called “Son
of God”.® Moreover your kinswoman Elizabeth has herself conceived a son
in her old age ; and she who is reputed barren is now in her sixth month, for
God’s promises can never fail.’¢ ‘Here am I,’ said Mary; ‘I am the Lord’s
servant ; as'you have spoken, so be it.” Then the angel left her.

About this time Mary set out and went straight to a town in the uplands
of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. And
when Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby stirred in her womb. Then
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and cried aloud, ‘God’s blessing
is on you above all women, and his blessing is on the fruit of your womb.
Who am I, that the mother of my Lord should visit me? I tell you, when
your greeting sounded in my ears, the baby in my womb leapt for joy. How
happy is she who has had faith that the Lord’s promise would be fulfilled!”

And Mary¢ said:

“Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord,
rejoice, rejoice, my spirit, in God my saviour;
so tenderly has he looked upon his servant,
humble as she is.
For, from this day forth,
all generations will count me blessed,
so wonderfully has he dealt with me,
the Lord, the Mighty One.

a Lirerally the house of Jacob. b Or the child to be born will be called holy, “Son
of God”. ¢ Some witnesses read for with God nothing will prove impossible.
d So the majority of witnesses; some read Elizabeth; the original may have had no name.
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~ His name is Holy;

his mercy sure from generation to generation
toward those who fear him;

the deeds his own right arm has done
disclose his might:

the arrogant of heart and mind he has put to rout,

he has brought down monarchs from their thrones,
but the humble have been lifted high.

The hungry he has satisfied with good things,
the rich sent empty away.

He has rapged himself at the side of Israel his servant 3
firm in his promise to our forefathers,

he has not forgotten to show mercy to Abraham
and his children’s children, for ever.’

Mary stayed with her about three months and then returned home.,

Now THE TIME caME for Elizabeth’s child to be born, and she i
to a son. When her neighbours and relatives heard wh,at great f%:\l"(,)ilz)ltrltlle1
Lord had shown her, they were as delighted as she was. Then on the eighth
day thqy came to circumcise the child; and they were going to name him
Zechariah after his father. But his mother spoke up and said, ‘No! he is to
be called ],ohn.’ ‘But’, they said, ‘there is nobody in your family who has
that name.” They inquired of his father by signs what he would like him to
be calle‘d. 'He askeq for a writing-tablet and to the astonishment of all wrote
down, ‘His name is John.’ Immediately his lips and tongue were freed and
he began to speak, praising God. All the neighbours were struck with awe
and everywhere in the uplands of Judaea the whole story became commor;
talk. All who heard it were deeply impressed and said, ‘What will this child
become?’ For 'indeed the hand of the Lord was upon him. ¢
or (I;r;lde CZye:charlah his father was filled with the Holy Spirit and uttered this
‘Praise to the God of Israel!
For he hag turned to his people, saved them and set them free
and has raised up a deliverer of victorious power ’
from the house of his servant David.

So he promised: age after age he proclaimed
by the lips of his holy prophets,

that he would deliver us from our enemies,
out of the hands of all who hate us;

that he would deal mercifully with our fathers,
calling to mind his solemn covenant.

Such was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,
to rescue us from enemy hands,
4 Some wit ¢ i i i i
upon hei;:;’nesses read “What will this child become, for indeed the hand of the Lord is
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and grant us, free from fear, to worship him
with a holy worship, with uprightness of heart,
in his presence, our whole life long.

And you, my child, you shall be called Prophet of the Highest,
for you will be the Lord’s forerunner, to prepare his way
and lead his people to salvation through knowledge of him,
by the forgiveness of their sins:
for in the tender compassion of our God
the morning sun from heaven will rise ¢ upon us,
to shine on those who live in darkness, under the cloud of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.’

As the child grew up he became strong in spirit ; he lived out in the wilds
until the day when he appeared publicly before Israel.

IN THOSE DAYS a decree was issued by the Emperor Augustus for a
registration to be made throughout the Roman world. This was the first
registration of its kind; it took place when Quirinius® was governor of
Syria. For this purpose everyone made his way to his own town; and so
Joseph went up to Judaea from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to register
at the city of David, called Bethlehem, because he was of the house of
David by descent ; and with him went Mary who was betrothed to him.
She was expecting a child, and while they were there the time came for her
baby to be born, and she gave birth to a son, her first-born. She wrapped
him in his swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no room for them to lodge in the house.

Now in this same district there were shepherds out in the fields, keeping
watch through the night over their flock, when suddenly there stood before
them an angel of the Lord, and the splendour of the Lord shone round
them. They were terror-stricken, but the angel said, ‘Do not be afraid;
I have good news for you: there is great joy coming to the whole people.
Today in the city of David a deliverer has been born to you—the Messiah,
the Lord.¢ And this is your sign: you will find a baby lying wrapped in
his swaddling clothes, in a manger.” All at once there was with the angel
a great company of the heavenly host, singing the praises of God:

‘Glory to God in highest heaven,
and on earth his peace for men on whom his favour rests.’ d

After the angels had left them and gone into heaven the shepherds said
to one another, ‘Come, we must go straight to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went
with all speed and found their way to Mary and Joseph; and the baby was
lying in the manger. When they saw him, they recounted what they had
been told about this child; and all who heard were astonished at what the
shepherds said. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered over

b Or This was the first registration carried out

a Some witnesses read has risen. i
Some

while Quirinius . . . ¢ Some witnesses read to you—the Lord’s Messiah.
witnesses read and on earth his peace, his favour towards men.
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20 them. Meanwhile the shepherds returned glorifying and praising God
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for what they had heard and seen ; it had all happened as they had been told.

Eight days later the time came to circumcise him, and he was given the
name Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived.

Then, after their purification had been completed in accordance with the
Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord (as prescribed in the law of the Lord: ‘Every first-born male shall be
deemead to belong to the Lord’), and also to make the offering as stated in
the law: ‘A pair of turtle doves or two young pigeons.’

There was at that time in Jerusalem a man called Simeon. This man was
upright and devout, one who watched and waited for the restoration of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been disclosed to him by
the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit he came into the temple; and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what was customary under
the Law, he took him in his arms, praised God, and said: '

“This day, Master, thou givest thy servant his discharge in peace;
now thy promise is fulfilled.
For I have seen with my own eyes
the deliverance which thou hast made ready in full view of all the nations:
a light that will be a revelation to the heathen,
and glory to thy people Israel.’

The child’s father and mother were full of wonder at what was being
said about him. Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “This
child is destined to be a sign which men reject ; and you too shall be pierced
to the heart. Many in Israel will stand or fall? because of him, and thus
the secret thoughts of many will be laid bare.’

There was also a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe
of Asher. She was a very old woman, who had lived seven years with her
husband after she was first married, and then alone as a widow to the age
of eighty-four.? She never left the temple, but worshipped day and night,
fasting and praying. Coming up at that very moment, she returned thanks
to God; and she talked. about the child to all who were looking for the
liberation of Jerusalem.

When they had done everything prescribed in the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew big and
strong and full of wisdom ; and God’s favour was upon him.

Now it was the practice of his parents to go to Jerusalem every year for
the Passover festival; and when he was twelve, they made the pilgrimage
as usual. When the festive season was over and they started for home, the
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know of this;
but thinking that he was with the party they journeyed on for a whole day,
and only then did they begin looking for him among their friends and
relations. As they could not find him they returned to Jerusalem to look for
him ; and after three days they found him sitting in the temple surrounded

2 Or Many in Israel will fall and rise again . . .
b Or widow for another eighty-four years.
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by the teachers, listening to them and ptéttil_?g ques;i;;nl: e; zr;seali{vﬁlg :lria:ts :;
.o, . w '
him were amazed at his intelligence and the ﬁns TS b B e why
tonished to see him there, and his mother sal » ‘M
t‘f:\t: ;f)t(l) fclreated us like this ? Your father and 1 hflve‘bgen searchlrli;g1 for gﬁ); o
in great anxiety.’ “What made you search?’ he Sl'fnd'd .lgld }crmrll (ril::sta r?svwhat “
i ’ ?’ But they did not u.
I was bound to be in my Father’s house standwhat >
i th, and continue

t. Then he went back with them to Nazareth, and _ ‘
t\iicrlr:::irkl\eir authority ; his mother treasured up all these tk}mgcs} 1r’1:1 ht;rdhr:legtl o
As Jesus grew up he advanced in wisdom and in favour with God a .

IN THE FIFTEENTH YEAR of the Emperor TiberiusE vg:flrll Po?lgiu; rI(’)itlﬁgi‘ 3
i ee, his
or of Judaea, when Heroq was prince of 1 ¢
gli?liiogiirrr:ce of I{uraea ’and Trachonitis, énfi Lgsarg«:s ggl;l(icg t?é ﬁglcl:znmeé .
i i i d Caiaphas, the
during the hlgh-pnesthood of Aqnas an ° o vian 5
iah i lderness. And he went all over th
to John son of Zechariah in the wi T e ot
imi ism i f repentance for the forgl
alley proclaiming a baptism 1n token o t the
‘s]ins,s;f it is written in the book of the prophecies of Isaiah: 4

‘A voice crying aloud in the wilderness,
“Prepare a way for the Lqrd 5
clear a straight path for him. 5
Every ravine shall be ﬁlleq in,
and every mountain and hill levelled;
the corners shall be straightened,t N
e rugged ways made smooth; .,
2?3 2;1 margliind shs;ll see God’s deliverance. 6

Crowds of people came out to be baptized by him, and he sa}d t(r)e?rli%?x _ 7
“You vipers’ brood! Who warned you to eicape from the coming
ion ? rove your repentance by the fruit n
?:;lm; tkcl)e;:olt)lrselv?:,s, “\e have Abraham tfo; our fath:r. I tell you that
make children for Abraham out of these S ones <
Sx?:discfarild to the roots of the trees; and every tree that fails to produce goo
it i t down and thrown on the fire. ’ L
fru{f}:: ;léople asked him, “Then what are we to do?’ He rephedil 'Il:ll': ;g(a)g
with two shirts must share with him who has none, and anyone who
must do the same.” Among those who came to
gatherers, and they said to him, s
¢ ore than the assessment. ] as
‘iﬁictwrl;(;trgf us?’ To them he said, ‘No bullying; no blackmail ; make do
i a !’ . .
WIEltf‘lhye();;o%lz were on the tiptoe of expectation, al}(wonilearrllrégsz?é)l:; ]t(;ll':rlr;
haps he was the Messiah, but. he spoke ou id to the
‘:1,111]e El;el;a%?cirze F;rou with water; but therci_I is O'Iif bto :pmsov:lt;gi tl; $legll¥(;§;’
' i ize
1. I am not fit to unfasten his shoes. Fle will baptiz ] Loly
ggi?it anz with fire. His shovel is ready in his hand, to w%riné)w hltS t:g?;:&ngn
floor and gather the wheat into his granary ; but he will burn

never go out.’ _
afﬁ: :Ik:?st ;?121 manygother ways he made his appeal to the people and
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LUKE 3, 4 The coming of Christ

announced the good news. But Prince Herod, when he was rebuked by
him over the affair of his brother’s wife Herodias and for his other misdeeds,
crowned them all by shutting John up in prison.

DURING A GENERAL BAPTISM of the people, when Jesus too had been
baptized and was, praying, heaven opened and the Holy Spirit descended
on him in bodily form like a dove; and there came a voice from heaven,
“Thou art my Son, my Beloved ;% on thee my favour rests.’®

When Jesus began his work he was about thirty years old, the son, as
people thought, of Joseph, son of Heli, son of Matthat, son of Levi, son of
Melchi, son of Jannai, son of Joseph, son of Mattathiah, son of Amos,
son of Nahum, son of Esli, son of Naggai, son of Maath, son of Mattathiah,
son of Semein, son of Josech, son of Joda, son of Johanan, son of Rhesa, son
of Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, son of Neri, son of Melchi, son of Addi,
son of Cosam, son of Elmadam, son of Er, son of Joshua, son of Eliezer, son
of Jorim, son of Matthat, son of Levi, son of Symeon, son of Judah, son of
Joseph, son of Jonam, son of Eliakim, son of Melea, son of Menna, son
of Mattatha, son of Nathan, son of David, son of Jesse, son of Obed, son of
Boaz, son of Salmon, son of Nahshon, son of Amminadab, ¢ son of Arni,d
son of Hezron, son of Perez, son of Judah, son of Jacob, son of Isaac, son of
Abraham, son of Terah, son of Nahor, son of Serug, son of Reu, son of
Peleg, son of Eber, son of Shelah, son of Cainan, son of Arpachshad, son
of Shem, son of Noah, son of Lamech, son of Methuselah, son of Enoch,
son of Jared, son of Mahalaleel, son of Cainan, son of Enosh, son of Seth,
son of Adam, son of God.

Full of the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan, and for forty days
was led by the Spirit up and down the wilderness and tempted by the devil,

All that time he had nothing to eat, and at the end of it he was famished.
The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become
bread.” Jesus answered, ‘Scripture says, “Man cannot live on bread
alone.”’

Next the devil led him up and showed him in a flash all the kingdoms of
the world. ‘All this dominion will I give to you,’ he said, ‘and the glory
that goes with it; for it has been put in my hands and I can give it to anyone
I choose. You have only to do homage to me and it shall all be yours.’ Jesus
answered him, ‘Scripture says, “You shall do homage to the Lord your
God and worship him alone.”’

The devil took him to Jerusalem and set him on the parapet of the temple.
‘If you are the Son of God,’ he said, ‘throw yourself down; for Scripture
says, “He will give his angels orders to take care of you”, and again, “They
will support you in their arms for fear you should strike your foot against
a stone.”’ Jesus answered him, ‘It has been said, “You are not to put the
Lord your God to the test.”’

So, having come to the end of all his temptations, the devil departed,
biding his time.

@ Or Thou art my only Son. b Some witnesses read My Son art thou; this day I

have begotten thee. ¢ Some witnesses add son of Admin. d Some witnesses
read Aram; Ruth 4. 19 and 1 Chronicles 2. 9 have Ram.

74

LUKE 4

In Galilee : success and opposition

HEN JESUS, armed with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee;
and reports about him spread through the whole country-side. He
taught in their synagogues and all men sang his praises.

So he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and went to
synagogue on the Sabbath day as he regularly did. He stood up to read the
lesson and was handed the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He opened the scroll
and found the passage which says,

“The spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me;

he has sent me to announce good news to the poor,

to proclaim release for prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind;
to let the broken victims go free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’

He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down ; and all
eyes in the synagogue were fixed on him.

He began to speak: “T'oday’, he said, ‘in your very hearing this text has
come true.’® There was a general stir of admiration ; they were surprised
that words of such grace should fall from his lips. ‘Is not this Joseph’s
son?’ they asked. Then Jesus said, ‘No doubt you will quote the proverb
to me, “Physician, heal yourself!”, and say, “We have heard of all your
doings at Capernaum; do the same here in your own home town.” I tell
you this,” he went on: ‘no prophet is recognized in his own country. There
were many widows in Israel, you may be sure, in Elijah’s time, when for
three years and six months the skies never opened, and famine lay hard
over the whole country; yet it was to none of those that Elijah was sent,
but to a widow at Sarepta in the territory of Sidon. Again, in the time
of the prophet Elisha there were many lepers in Israel, and not one of
them was healed, but only Naaman, the Syrian.” At these words the whole
congregation were infuriated. They leapt up, threw him out of the town,
and took him to the brow of the hill on which it was built, meaning to
hurl him over the edge. But he walked straight through them all, and went
away.

Coming down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, he taught the people on
the Sabbath, and they were astounded at his teaching, for what he said had
the note of authority. Now there was a man in the synagogue possessed by
a devil, an unclean spirit. He shrieked at the top of his voice, “What do you
want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you? come to destroy us? I know
who you are—the Holy One of God.’ Jesus rebuked him: ‘Be silent’, he
said, ‘and come out of him.” Then the devil, after throwing the man down
in front of the people, left him without doing him any injury. Amazement
fell on them all and they said to one another: “What is there in this man’s
words ? He gives orders to the unclean spirits with authority and power,
and out they go.” So the news spread, and he was the talk of the whole
district.

@ Or ‘Today’, he said, ‘this text which you have just heard has come true.’
b Or-You have.
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LUKE 4, 5 In Galilee : success and opposition
38 On leaving the synagogue he went to Simon’s house. Simon’s mother-
39 in-law was in the grip of a high fever; and they asked him to help her. He

came and stood over her and rebuked the fever. It left her, and she got up
at once and waited on them.
40 At sunset all who had frieads suffering from one disease or another
brought them to him ; and he laid his hands on them one by one and cured
41 them. Devils also came out of many of them, shouting, ‘You are the Son of
God.” But he rebuked them and forbade them to speak, because they knew
that he was thé\NLessiah.
42  When day brokehe went out and made his way to a lonely spot. But the
people went in search of him, and when they came to where he was they
43 pressed him not to leave them. But he said, ‘I must give the good news
of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, for that is what I was sent
44 to do.” So he proclaimed the Gospel in the synagogues of Judaea.?
5  One day as he stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, and the people crowded
2 upon him to listen to the word of God, he noticed two boats lying at the
water’s edge; the fishermen had come ashore and were washing their nets.
3 He got into one of the boats, which belonged to Simon, and asked him to
put out a little way from the shore; then he went on teaching the crowds
4 from his seat in the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,
5 ‘Put out into deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon
answered, ‘Master, we were hard at work all night and caught nothing at all;
6 butif you say so, I will let down the nets.” They did so and made a big haul
7 of fish; and their nets began to split. So they signalled to their partners in
the other boat to come and help them. This they did, and loaded both boats
g to the point of sinking. When Simon saw what had happened he fell at
o Jesus’s knees and said, ‘Go, Lord, leave me, sinner that I am !’ For he and

1o all his companions were amazed at the catch they had made; so too were his
partners James and John, Zebedee’s sons. ‘Do not be afraid,’ said Jesus to

11 Simon; ‘from now on you will be catching men.” As soon as they had
brought the boats to land, they left everything and followed him.

12 Hewas oncein a certain town where there happened to be a man covered
with leprosy; seeing Jesus, he bowed to the ground and begged his help.

13 ‘Sir,” he said, ‘if only you will, you can cleanse me.” Jesus stretched out his
hand, touched him, and said, ‘Indeed I will; be clean again.’ The leprosy

14 left him immediately. Jesus then ordered him not to tell anybody. ‘But go,’
he said, ‘show yourself to the priest, and make the offering laid down by

15 Moses for your cleansing ; that will certify the cure.” But the talk about him
spread all the more ; great crowds gathered to hear him and to be cured of

16 their ailments. And from time to time he would withdraw to lonely places
for prayer.

17 One day he was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were
sitting round. People had come from every village of Galilee and from
Judaea and Jerusalem,? and the power of the Lord was with him to heal the

18 sick. Some men appeared carrying a paralysed man on a bed. They tried
4 Or the Jewish synagogues; some witnesses read the synagogues of Galilee.

b Some wirnesses read and Pharisees and teachers of the law, who had come from every
village of Galilee and from Judaea and Jerusalem, were sitting round.
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to bring him in and set him down in front of Jesus, but finding }1’11'0 w(;ly v:g 19
do so because of the crowd, they went up on to the roof and let I 11}1 rcl)t -
through the tiling, bed and all, into th; nflddle of the 'compatl:ly in 1;:) ol
Jesus. When Jesus saw their faith, he said, Man, yoursins are O‘rVg(/le) isythi.s 20
The lawyers and the Pharisees began saying to themselves% hois s
fellow with his blasphemous talk? Who but God alone can' f)&/gtllved o.u N
But Jesus knew what they were thinkmg and answ?‘red them : % ois‘: ou 2
harbour thoughts like these? Is it easicr to say, 'Your Sm; ar;eh 0;%) Ve, 23
you”, or to say, “Stand up and walk’f? But to convince yout ?lt e on o 4
Man has the right on earth to t:llrglve mgsd—hedt:gnﬁg r:lc; :c ;n%a;l che N
T say to you, stand up, take your bed, an . 2
1;11:1:086 Ito h};s ert b::fore their eyes, took up the ped he had been iiymgi:?é y
and went home praising God. They were all lost in amazement anh_pra ed
God ; filled with awe they said, “You would never believe the things
a .’ . .
haieafgf,nv:l?gn)l;e went out, he saw a tax-gatherer, ,Lev1 by name, atﬁx}s fsee;t ;;g
in the custom-house, and said tlcl) himd, ‘tI:ollow me’; and he rose to his s
ing behind, and followed him.
leff%t?tveiggldsgLévi helzi a big reception in his house for Jesus; amongi 'gllz 2g
guests was a large party of tax-gathererg anq o:chers. "The Pharisees ant the 3
lawyers of their sect complained to his d{sc1ples : Why do you gihem~ N
drink’, they said, ‘with tax-gatherers and s1nners?' ]e'sushanswertecome t(; 32
‘It is not the healthy that need alldqctor, but theeilltc::n,ci ’ ave no
invite virtuous people, but to call sinners to rep nce. .
lm’,Il‘tl:en they sairc)i té) him, ‘John’ ts1 dgpiplels arefr?tlfctf)lglgﬁ:ez: ?fil:l;%oa;lrds telr;i 33
practice of prayer, and so are the disciples O eP 5 Y
ink.’ us replied, ‘Can you make the b.rldegroom s friends 34
;nlglg :llnnekbri]de:grs(mrrlxj is w’ith them? Buta Fime will come: thehbrldegrfc:s):n’ 35
will be takefi away from them, and that will be the time for them to cloai( ]
He told them this parable also: ‘No one tears a piece ttrom a new floa! 3
to patch an old one; if he does, he will have made a hole in the new rfe u; i
and the patch from the new will not match the old'. Nog does ant);lo kﬁq ! 3
new wine into old wine-skins ; if he does, tl_ae new wine W}ll burst the s ine; .
the wine will be wasted, and the skins ruined. Fresh skins f%fhnev;'dwwmé 3
And no one after drinking old wine wants new; for he says, eo 39
e M» .
® %)OSS Sabbath he was going through the F:ornﬁ;lds, and his dlsc:x.plest tv:leci;e 6
plucking the ears of corn, rubbing them in thelr handg, ancL gg&mg h thé .
Some of the Pharisees said, ‘Why are you doing what is f01"d1d‘ ;n t?en he
Sabbath?’ Jesus answered, ‘So you haye not read what Dav1d ld :v en he 3
and his men were hungry? He went 1nto the Housq of God an olcl)owed 4
sacred bread to eat and gave it to his men, though priests glone are_an wed
to eat it, and no one else.” He also said, “The Son of Man i1s sovereig 5
Sabbath.’ _
ovgnﬂ:lother Sabbath he had gone to synagogue apd was teachlng.ghe(ric? 6
happened to be a man in the congregation whose right arm wis vtvllt ;Zzus, ,
and the lawyers and the Pharisees were on the watch to see whet fr Jesu
would cure him on the Sabbath, so that they could find a charge to g
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8 against him. But he knew what was in their minds and said to the man with
the withered arm, ‘Get up and stand out here.” So he got up and stood there.
9 Then Jesus said to them, ‘I put the question to you: is it permitted to do

10 good or to do evil on the Sabbath, to save life or to destroy it?’ He looked
round at them all and then said to the man, ‘Stretch out your arm.’ He

11 did so, and his arm was restored. But they were beside themselves with
anger, and began to discuss among themselves what they could do 1o
Jesus.

12 During this time he went out one day into the hills to pray, and spent the

13 night in prayer to God. When day broke he called his disciples to him, and

14 from among them he chose twelve and named them Apostles: Simon, to
whom he gave the name of Peter, and Andrew his brother, James and

15 John, Philip and Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas, James son of

16 Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot, Judas son of James, and
Judas Iscariot who turned traitor.

17 He came down the hill with them and took his stand on level ground.
There was a large concourse of his disciples and great numbers of people
from Jerusalem and Judaea and from the seaboard of Tyre and Sidon,

18 who had come to listen to him, and to be cured of their diseases. Those who

19 were troubled with unclean spirits were cured ; and everyone in the crowd

was trying to touch him, because power went out from him and cured
them all.

THEN TURNING TOHIS DISCIPLES he began to speak:
‘How blest are you who are in need 5 the kingdom of God is yours.
21 ‘How blest are you who now go hungry; your hunger shall be satisfied.
‘How blest are you who weep now; you shall laugh.
i_zz ‘How blest you are when men hate you, when they outlaw you and insult
" you, and ban your very name as infamous, because of the Son of Man.
23 On that day be glad and dance for joy; for assuredly you have a rich reward
in heaven; in just the same way did their fathers treat the prophets.

Jof " /54 ‘But alas for you who are rich; you have had your time of happiness.
\Wﬂvy {25 ‘Alas for you who are well-fed now; you shall go hungry.
,‘W“t(\&,' ] ‘Alas for you who laugh now; you shall mourn and weep.
B 126 ‘Alas for you when all speak well of you; just so did their fathers treat
* the false prophets.
27 ‘But to you who hear me I say:
28 ‘Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you; bless those who
29 curse you; pray for those who treat you spitefully. When a man hits you on
ot the cheek, offer him the other cheek too; when a man takes your coat, let

&y

&

>

30 him have your shirt as well. Give to everyone who asks you; when a man

1 takes what is yours, do not demand it back. Treat others as you would

like them to treat you.

32 ‘If you love only those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even
33 sinners love those who love them. Again, if you do good only to those who
34 do good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do as much. And
if you lend only where you expect to be repaid, what credit is that to you?
35 Evensinners lend to each other to be repaid in full. But you must love your
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i do good; and lend without expecting any reFum,'" and you
S:;flnll'll:freagdrich %ewar’d: you will be sons of the Most ngh, because he
himself is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be compassionate as your

is compassionate.
Fa}g:;slilg juggement, and you will not be judg_ed; do not con?ler_nn, ang
you will not be condemned ; acquit, and you will be acquitted ; give, ﬁn
gifts will be given you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
and running over, will be poured into your lap; ’for whatever measure you
to others will be dealt to you in return. .

deia-JI: ::ltsoooﬂered them a parable: ‘Can one bli.nd man be gulde to anotl’l_ller?:
Will they not both fall into the ditch? A pupil is not superior to his t,eai: erl,
but everyone, when his training is complete, w;ll reach his teac’:her s ev_eIi

‘Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye, wit
never a thoyght for the great plank in your own? How can you say ,to y}(l)ur
brother, “My dear brother, let me take the speck out of your eyeh, Wl exlz
you are blind to the plank in your own? You hypocrite! First take t ke plan ¢
out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out o

’ r

yo?’;l'tl)erfeﬂ;;nsc; such thing as a good tree producing v.vorthless‘ fru}t, nor
yet a worthless tree producing good fruit. For each tree is kqown by 1tsf0wn
fruit: you do not gather figs from thistles, and you do not pick grapes .rﬁ.m
brambles. A good man produces goqd .from the store of good wit (ljn
himself; and an evil man from evil within pr(_)duces evil. For the words
that the mouth utters come from the overflowing of the heart. el

‘Why do you keep calling me “Lord, Lord”—and never do what te
you? Everyone who comes to me and hears what I say, an.d acts qp(;ln it—
I will show you what he is like. He is like a man who, in building hlSh ouse,
dug deep and laid the foundations on roqk. When the ﬂood came, the rlsier
burst upon that house, but could not shlft it, because it had bgen §o;11n y
built. But he who hears and does not act is like a man who built his ouﬁe
on the soil without foundations. As soon as the river burst upon it, the
house collapsed, and fell with a great crash.’

WHEN HE HAD FINISHED addressing the people, he went to Capernaum.
A centurion there had a servant whom he valued highly; th.ls servant “.’aﬁ
ill and near to death. Hearing about ]esus_, he sent S’OII:IC Jewish elders vslzlltd
the request that he would come and save his s‘ervant s life. Thfeyfapproatg e

Jesus and pressed their petition earnestly:. He deger‘ves this ZV(')IL;r rog;
you,’ they said, ‘for he is a friend of our nation and it is he wh(; u% 01r1ns (:he
synagogue.’ Jesus went with them; l_)ut when he was. xzot ar rtrouble
house, the centurion sent friends with this message: ‘Do ITOt‘ uole
further, sir; it is not for me to have you under my roof, and t acti is vzfi y

did not presume to approach you in person. But say the word an dmy
servant will be cured. I know, for in my position I am myself under 2;; ers,
with soldiers under me. I say to one, “Go”, and h_e goes; to anothe_r, ; W(Lme
here”, and he comes; and to my servant, “Do th1§ , and he does dlt.h X Zr;
Jesus heard this, he admired the man, and, turning tg tche crowd that w

2 Or without ever giving up hope; some witnesses read without giving up hope of anyone.

79

36

37

FARABLE
39
40

41] =
42

GEATE 10 ELondmEs OF s,

43]

44
45
46
47
93

49

AW N O

w

o
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following him, he said, ‘I tell you, nowhere, even in Israel, have I found

ro faith like this.” And the messengers returned to the house and found the

Ix
12

13
14

15
16

17
18 19
20
21

22

23

24

25

26
27

28
29
30

31
32

servant in good health.

Afterwards® Jesus went to a town called Nain, accompanied by his
disciples and a large crowd. As he approached the gate of the town he met
a funeral. The dead man was the only son of his widowed mother; and
many of the townspeople were there with her. When the Lord saw her his
heart went out to her, and he said, “Weep no more.” With that he stepped
forward and laid his hand on the bier; and the bearers halted. Then he
spoke: ‘Young man, rise up!” The dead man sat up and began to speak;
and Jesus gave him back to his mother. Deep awe fell upon them all, and
they praised God. ‘A great prophet has arisen among us’, they said, and
again, ‘God has shown his care for his people.” The story of what he had
done ran through all parts of Judaea and the whole neighbourhood.

John too was informed of all this by his disciples. Summoning two of
their number he sent them to the Lord with this message: ‘Are you the one
who is to come, or are we to expect some other?’ The messengers made
their way to Jesus and said, ‘John the Baptist has sent us to you: he asks,
“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to expect some other?”’ There
and then he cured many sufferers from diseases, plagues, and evil spirits;
and on many blind people he bestowed sight. Then he gave them his answer :
‘G0’, he said, ‘and tell John what you have seen and heard : how the blind
recover their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are made clean, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised to life, the poor are hearing the good news—and happy
is the man who does not find me a stumbling-block.’

After John’s messengers had left, Jesus began to speak about him to the
crowds: ‘What was the spectacle that drew you to the wilderness? A reed-
bed swept by the wind? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man
dressed in silks and satins? Surely you must look in palaces for grand
clothes and luxury. But what did you goout to see? A prophet? Yes indeed,
and far more than a prophet. He is the man of whom Scripture says,

“Here is my herald, whom I send on ahead of you,
and he will prepare your way before you.”

I tell you, there is not a mother’s son greater than John, and yet the least
in the kingdom of God is greater than he.’

When they heard him, all the people, including the tax-gatherers,
praised God, for they had accepted John’s baptism ; but the Pharisees and
lawyers, who refused his baptism, had rejected® God’s purpose for
themselves.

‘How can I describe the people of this generation? What are they like?
They arelike children sitting in the market-place and shouting at each other,

“We piped for you and you would not dance.”
“We wept and wailed, and you would not mourn.”

@ Some witnesses read On the next day. b Or . .. greater than he. And all the
people, including the tax-gatherers, when they heard him, accepted John'’s baptism and

acknowledged the righteous dealing of God; but the Pharisees and lawyers, by refusing
his baptism, rejected . . .
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For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor dr_inking wine, gnd
you say, “He is possessed.” The Son of Mgn came eating and drinking,
and you say, “Look at him! a glutton and a drinker, gfrlend of tax-gatherers
and sinners!” And yet God’s wisdom is proved right by all who are her
children.’ o .

One ofthe Pharisees invited him to eat with him ; he went to tt}e Pharlsec_e s
house and took his place at table. A woman who was hvmg. an }mmoral life
in the town had learned that Jesus was at table in the Pharisee’s hguse gmd
had brought oil of myrrh in a small flask. She' took her place behind hlmci
by his feet, weeping. His feet were wetted with her tears gnd she wipe
them with her hair, kissing them and anointlr}g them w1th the myrrh.
When his host the Pharisee saw this he said to hlr{lself, ‘If this fellqw were
a real prophet, he would know who this woman is that touchqs h‘lrr}, and
what sort of woman she is, a sinner.’ Jesus took him up an‘d said, ‘Simon,
I have something to say to you.’ ‘Speak on, Master’, said he.' Two men were
in debt to a money-lender: one owed him ﬁye hundred silver pieces, the
other fifty. As neither had anything to pay with he let t}nem both off. Now,
which will love him most?’ Simon replied, ‘I should think the one that was
let off most.” “You are right’, said Jesus. Then turning to the woman, he
said to Simon, ‘You see this woman? I came to your house: you provided
no water for my feet; but this woman has madq my feet wet with her. tears
and wiped them with her hair. You gave me no'klss ;but she hgs bqen kissing
my feet ever since I came in. You did not anoint my head with oil; but she
has anointed my feet with myrrh. And so, I tel.l you, her great lqve prqvc;s
that her many sins have been forgiven ; where little has be(?n for’glven, little
love is shown.’ Then he said to her, ‘Your sins are forglvex}. T:he >(’)ther
guests began to ask themselves, “Who is this, that he can forglye sins?’ But
he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.

AFTER THIS he went journeying from town to town and village to village,
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. With him v'vere‘the
Twelve and a number of women who had been set free from evil spirits
and infirmities: Mary, known as Mary of Magdala, from whom seven
devils had come out, Joanna, the wife of Chu;a a steward of Herod S
Susanna, and many others. These women provided for them out of their

wn resources. '
° People were now gathering in large numbers‘, apd as they m?de their
way to him from one town after another, he said in a parable: ‘A sower
went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some §eed fell along the f(l)ot—
path, where it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. Some seed fel foﬁ
rock and,_after coming up, withered for lac}< of moisture. Sqme seed fe
in among thistles, and the thistles grew up with it and choked it. And sc’)nge
of the seed fell into good soil, and grew, and yielded a hund’redfold. s
he said this he called out, ‘If you have ears to hear, then hea.r. ‘

His disciples asked him what this parable meant, and he said, ‘It has been
granted to you to know the secrets of the kingdom of God ; but the otlc'llers
have only parables, so that they may look but see nothing, hear but under-
stand nothing.
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LUKE 8 In Galilee : success and opposition

‘This is what the parable means. The seed is the word of God. Those
along the footpath are the men who hear it, and then the devil comes and
carries off the word from their hearts for fear they should believe and be
saved. The seed sown on rock stands for those who receive the word with
joy when they hear it, but have no root ; they are believers for a while, but
in the time of testing they desert. That which fell among thistles represents
those who hear, but their further growth is choked by cares and wealth
and the pleasures of life, and they bring nothing to maturity. But the seed
in good soil represents those who bring a good and honest heart to the
hearing of the word, hold it fast, and by their perseverance yield a harvest.

‘Nobody lights a lamp and then covers it with a basin or puts it under the
bed. On the contrary, he puts it on a lamp-stand so that those who come in
may see the light. For there is nothing hidden that will not become public,
nothing under cover that will not be made known and brought into the
open.

‘Take care, then, how you listen ; for the man who has will be given more,
and the man who has not will forfeit even what he thinks he has.’

His mother and his brothers arrived but could not get to him for the
crowd. He was told, ‘Your mother and brothers are standing outside, and
they want to see you.” He replied, ‘My mother and my brothers—they are
those who hear the word of God and act upon it.’

One day he got into a boat with his disciples and said to them, ‘Let us
cross over to the other side of the lake.’ So they put out; and as they sailed
along he went to sleep. Then a heavy squall struck the lake; they began to
ship water and were in grave danger. They went to him, and roused him,
crying, ‘Master, Master, we are sinking!” He awoke, and rebuked the
wind and the turbulent waters. The storm subsided and all was calm.
‘Where is your faith?’ he asked. In fear and astonishment they said to one
another, “Who can this be? He gives his orders to wind and waves, and
they obey him.’

So they landed in the country of the Gergesenes,? which is opposite
Galilee. As he stepped ashore he was met by a man from the town who was
possessed by devils. For a long time he had neither worn clothes nor lived
in a house, but stayed among the tombs. When he saw Jesus he cried out,
and fell at his feet shouting, “What do you want with me, Jesus, son of the
Most High God? I implore you, do not torment me.’

For Jesus was already ordering the unclean spirit to come out of the man.,
Many a time it had seized him, and then, for safety’s sake, they would
secure him with chains and fetters; but each time he broke loose, and with
the devil in charge made off to the solitary places.

Jesus asked him, ‘What is your name?’ ‘Legion’, he replied. This was
because so many devils had taken possession of him. And they begged him
not to banish them to the Abyss.

There happened to be a large herd of pigs nearby, feeding on the hill;
and the spirits begged him to let them go into these pigs. He gave them
leave ; the devils came out of the man and went into the pigs, and the herd
rushed over the edge into the lake and were drowned.

4 Some witnesses read Gerasenes ; others read Gadarenes.

82

LUKE 8, 9

The men in charge of them saw what had happened,.and, taking to their
heels, they carried the news to the town and country-side ; and the people
came out to see for themselves. When they came to Jesus, and found tt}e
man from whom the devils had gone out sitting at his feet clothed and in
his right mind, they were afraid. The spectators told them how the rnaf:lrn_an
had been cured. Then the whole population of the Gergesene“‘dlstrlct
asked him to go, for they were in the grip of a great fear. So he got into the
boat and returned. The man from whom the devils had gone ou’t begg.ed
leave to go with him; but Jesus sent him away: ‘Go back home,’ he said,
‘and tell them everything that God has done for you.” The man went all over
the town spreading the news of what Jesus had doqe for him. |

When Jesus returned, the people welcprned hun., for they were al
expecting him. Then a man appeared—]glrus was his name arzd he was
president of the synagogue. Throwing himself down at Jesus’s feet he
begged him to come to his house, because he had an only d'aughter, ab01l1t
twelve years old, who was dying. And while Jesus was on his way he could
hardly breathe for the crowds. ;

Among them was a woman who had suffered from haemorrhages for
twelve years; and® nobody had been able to cure her. She came up from
behind and touched the edge of ¢ his cloak, and at once t}er h'aemoyrhage
stopped. Jesus said, ‘Who was it that touched me?’ All dlsclalrged it, aqd
Peter and his companions said, ‘Master, the crowds_ are hemming you in
and pressing upon you!” But Jesus said, ‘Someone did touph me, for I felt
that power had gone out from me.” Then the woman, seeing that she was
detected, came trembling and fell at his feet. Before all ‘the people she
explained why she had touched him and how she had been 1qstantly c:ured.
He said to her, ‘My daughter, your faith has cured you. Go in peace.”

While he was still speaking, a man came from the pres@ent ] house’w1th
the message, ‘Your daughter is dead; trouble the Rat?bl no further. But
Jesus heard, and interposed. ‘Do not be afraid,’ he said; ‘only show faith
and she will be well again.” On arrival at the house he allov&(ed, no one to go
in with him except Peter, John, and James, and the chlld‘s fz‘ither and
mother. And all were weeping and lamenting for her. He said, Weep no
more; she is not dead: she is asleep’; and they only laughed at him, wel'l
knowing that she was dead. But Jesus took hold of her hapd and galled her:

‘Get up, my child.” Her spirit returned, she stood up immediately, anc?
he told them to give her something to eat. Her parents were astounded;
but he forbade them to tell anyone what had happened.

In Galilee : success and opposition

HE Now cALLED the Twelve together and gave them power and authority
to overcome all the devils and to cure diseases, and sent t‘hern to Proclalm
the kingdom of God and to heal. ‘Take nothing for the journey,” he tOlﬁ
them, ‘neither stick nor pack, neither bread nor money; nor are you eac
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to have a second coat. When you are admitted to a house, stay there, 4

and go on from there. As for those who will not reqeive you, wh,en you leave
their town shake the dust off your feet as a warning to them.” So they set

b .
a Some witnesses read Gerasene; others read Gadarene. ) Some witnesses gdd
though she had spent all she had on doctors. ¢ Some witnesses omit the edge of.
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LUKE 9 In Galilee : success and opposition

out and travelled from village to village, and everywhere they told the good
news and healed the sick.

Now Prince Herod heard of all that was happening, and did not know
what to make of it; for some were saying that John had been raised from
the dead, others that Elijah had appeared, others again that one of the old
prophets had come back to life. Herod said, ‘As for John, I beheaded him
myself; but who is this I hear such talk about?’ And he was anxious to
see him.

On their return the apostles told Jesus all they had done; and he took
them with him and withdrew privately to a town called Bethsaida. But the
crowds found out and followed him. He welcomed them, and spoke to
them about the kingdom of God, and cured those who were in need of
healing. When evening was drawing on, the Twelve came up to him and
said, ‘Send these people away ; then they can go into the villages and farms
round about to find food and lodging; for we are in a lonely place here.’
‘Give them something to eat yourselves’, he replied. But they said, ‘All
we have is five loaves and two fishes, nothing more—unless perhaps we
ourselves are to go and buy provisions for all this company.’ (There were
about five thousand men.) He said to his disciples, ‘Make them sit down
in groups of fifty or so.’ They did so and got them all seated. Then, taking
the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, said the blessing
over them, broke them, and gave them to the disciples to distribute to the
people. They all ate to their hearts’ content ; and when the scraps they left
were picked up, they filled twelve great baskets.

One day when he was praying alone in the presence of his disciples, he
asked them, ‘Who do the people say I am?’ They answered, ‘Some say
John the Baptist, others Elijah, others that one of the old prophets has come
back to life.” ‘And you,’ he said, ‘who do you say I am?’ Peter answered,
‘God’s Messiah.’ Then he gave them strict orders not to tell this to anyone,
And he said, “The Son of Man has to undergo great sufferings, and to be
rejected by the elders, chief priests, and doctors of the law, to be put to
death and to be raised again on the third day.’

And to all he said, ‘If anyone wishes to be a follower of mine, he must
leave selfbehind ; day after day he must take up his cross, and come with me.
Whoever cares for his own safety is lost ; but if a man will let himself be lost
for my sake, that man is safe, What will a man gain by winning the whole
world, at the cost of his true self? For whoever is ashamed of me and mine, 4
the Son of Man will be ashamed of him, when he comes in his glory and
the glory of the Father and the holy angels. And I tell you this: there are
some of those standing here who will not taste death before they have seen
the kingdom of God.’

About eight days after this conversation he took Peter, John, and James
with him and went up into the hills to pray. And while he was praying the
appearance of his face changed and his clothes became dazzling white,
Suddenly there were two men talking with him; these were Moses and
Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, the destiny he
was to fulfil in Jerusalem. Meanwhile Peter and his companions had been

¢ Some witnesses read me and my words.
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i ep ; but when they awoke, they saw his glory and the two men
i:hii:gg;lgel;iae him. And az these were moving away from Jesus, P;:ter 33
said to him, ‘Master, how good it is that we are here! ‘Shal{ we make t rle(:e
shelters, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah? 3 but he_ spl)p e
without knowing what he was saying. The words were still on his flp'ii 34
when there came a cloud which cast a shadow over th‘em ;‘th'ey were afrai
as they entered the cloud, and from it came a voice: ‘This is my Son, rrgy 32
Chosen ; listen to him.” When the voice had s.poken, Jesus was seeﬁ.to ef:_ 3
alone. The disciples kept silence and at that time told nobody anything o
had seen.

WI?Ite)tcltlegay \ilrhen they came down from the h}lls he was m::t by a l?rgli 37
crowd. All at once there was a shout from a man in the crqwd : Ma_stpr, ook 38
at my son, I implore you, my only child. ‘Frc.>m time to time a §pﬁr;t seizes 39
him, gives a sudden scream, and throws hl.tn into copvulsmns wit .oamln%
at the mouth, and it keeps on mauling him and will hafdly let him go.d 40
asked your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” Jesus answerc_:l; 41
‘What an unbelieving and perverse generation! How long shall I be w1L11
you and endure you all? Bring your son here.” But before tl}e bpy could 42
reach him the devil dashed him to the g}'ound and threw him into <i§>_n—
vulsions. Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, (_:ured the boy, apd gaveG 131
back to his father. And they were all struck with awe at thehma)esty of ' 5) . 43

Amid the general wonder and admiration at all he was doing, Jesus ;al t(}
his disciples, ‘What I now say is for you: p(,)nder my words. Thg on od 44
Man is to be given up into the power of men.” But they did not un e;rstan 45
this saying; it had been hidden grom tLle;)rp, sobthatt ";hey should not® grasp
i i they were afraid to ask him about it.
ltsgl iiairs];l)i%::a;-ise a};nong them: which of them was yhe greatest? c{esuasl 46 47
knew what was passing in their minds, so he topk a ch'11d by tl}e hand an .
stood him at his side, and said, “Whoever receives this child in my naéne 4
receives me; and whoever receives me receives the One who sent me. For

ou all—he is the greatest.’ )

mél&::::e:?;?ig }]ohn, ‘we saw a magn driving out d§vils in yOL‘ll‘ name, but 49
as he is not one of us we tried to stop him.’ Jesus s,ald to him, ‘Do not stop 50
him, for he who is not against you is on your side.

FJourneys and encounters

S THE TIME APPROACHED when he was to be taken up to heaven, he s1
set his face resolutely towards ]erusalgm, and sent messengers ahe?_d. 52

They set out and went into a Samaritan v%llage to make arranger:lgnts fg; .,
him; but the villagers would not have him because he was rn'd 1?5 3,
Jerusalem. When the disciples James and John saw ;Ih’ls they said, dor ci 24;
may we call down fire from heaven to burn therp up £?” But he turned an p
rebuked them,¢ and they went on to another village. 5
a Or it was so obscure to them that they could not . . . b Some witnesses add as

Elijah did. ¢ Some witnesses insert “You do not know’, h’e s?id, ‘to what Splr}llt yO}l
belong; (56) for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.
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LUKE 9, 10 FJourneys and encounters

As they were going along the road a man said to him, ‘I will follow you
wherever you go.’ Jesus answered, ‘Foxes have their holes, the birds their
roosts ; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he
said, ‘Follow me’, but the man replied, ‘Let me go and bury my father
first.” Jesus said, ‘Leave the dead to bury their dead; you must go and
announce the kingdom of God.’

Yetanother said, ‘I will follow you, sir; but let me first say good-bye to my
people at home.” To him Jesus said, ‘No one who sets his hand to the plough
and then keeps looking back 4 is fit for the kingdom of God.’

After this the Lord appointed a further seventy-two ® and sent them on
ahead in pairs to every town and place he was going to visit himself. He
said to them: “The crop is heavy, but labourers are scarce ; you must there-
fore beg the owner to send labourers to harvest his crop. Be on your way.
And look, I am sending you like lambs among wolves. Carry no purse or
pack, and travel barefoot. Exchange no greetings on the road. When you
8o into a house, let your first words be, “Peace to this house.” If there is a
man of peace there, your peace will rest upon him ; if not, it will return and
rest upon you. Stay in that one house, sharing their food and drink; for the
worker earns his pay. Do not move from house to house. When you come
into a town and they make you welcome, eat the food provided for you;
heal the sick there, and say, “The kingdom of God has come close to you.”
When you enter a town and they do not make you welcome, go out into its
streets and say, “The very dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe
off to your shame. Only take note of this: the kingdom of God has come
close.” I'tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom on the great Day than
for that town.

‘Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas for you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that
were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would
have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more
bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the Judgement than for you. And as for you,
Capernaum, will you be exalted to the skies? No, brought down to the
depths!

‘Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me.
And whoever rejects me rejects the One who sent me.’

The seventy-two? came back jubilant. ‘In your name, Lord,’ they said,
‘even the devils submit to us.” He replied, ‘I watched how Satan fell, like
lightning, out of the sky. And now you see that I have given you the power
to tread underfoot snakes and scorpions and all the forces of the enemy,
and nothing will ever harm you. ¢ Nevertheless, what you should rejoice
over is not that the spirits submit to you, but that your names are enrolled
in heaven.’

At that moment Jesus exulted in the Holyd Spirit and said, ‘I thank thee,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for hiding these things from the learned
and wise, and revealing them to the simple. Yes, Father, such® was thy

4 Some witnesses read No one who looks back as he sets hand to the plough . . .
Some witnesses read seventy. ¢ Or and he will have no way at all to harm

you. Some witnesses omit Holy. ¢ Or Yes, I thank thee, Father,
thatsuch. ..
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choice.” Then turning to his disciples he said,? ‘Eyerything is entrusted to
me by my Father; and no one knows who the Son is but the Father, or who
the Father is but the Son, and those to whom the Son may choose to
reveal him.’

Turning to his disciples in private he said, ‘H_appy 'ghe eyes that see what
you are seeing! I tell you, many prophets and kings wished to see wt_lal’: you
now see, yet never saw it; to hear what you hear, yet never heard it.

ON ONE OCCASION a lawyer came forward to put this test _qucstion to
him: ‘Master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jcsus‘sald, ‘What is
written in the Law? What is your reading of it?’ He replied, ‘Love the
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength,
and with all your mind ; and your neighbour as yourself.” “That is the right
answer,’ said Jesus; ‘do that and you will live.’ )

But he wanted to vindicate himself, so he said to Jesus, ‘And who is my
neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was on his way from _]erusalem giown to
Jericho when he fell in with robbers, who stripped l:um, beat .hlm, and
went off leaving him half dead. It so happened that a priest was going dqwn
by the same road ; but when he saw him, he went past on the other side.
So t00 a Levite came to the place, and when he saw him went past on the
other side. But a Samaritan who was making the journey came upon h1rr},
and when he saw him was moved to pity. He went up ar_ld bandag'ed his
wounds, bathing them with oil and wine. Then he lifted him on to his own
beast, brought him to an inn, and looked after him there. Next dz}y hf pro-
duced two silver pieces and gave them to the innkeeper, and said, LooE
after him; and if you spend any more, I will repay you on my way bagk.
Which of these three do you think was neighbour to the man who fell into
the hands of the robbers?’ He answered, ‘The one who showed him kind-
ness.” Jesus said, ‘Go and do as he did.’ _

While they were on their way Jesus came to a village wheye a woman
named Martha made him welcome in her home. She had a sister, Mary,
who seated herself at the Lord’s feet and stayed there listening to his worc.is.
Now Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so she came to him and said,
‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to get on with the work by
myself ? Tell her to come and lend a hand.” But the Lord apswered,
‘Martha, Martha, you are fretting and fussing about s0 many thlng_s; but
one thing is necessary.? The part that Mary has chosen is best ; and it shall
not be taken away from her.’ '

Once, in a certain place, Jesus was at prayer. When he ceased, one of his

disciples said, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” He

answered, “When you pray, say,
“Father,¢ thy name be hallowed;
thy kingdom come. 4
a Some witnesses omit Then . . . he said. b Some witnesses read but few things are
necessary, or rather, one alone; others omitr you are fretting . . . necessary. ¢ Some
witnesses read Our Father in heaven. 4 One witness reads thy kingdom come upon us;

some others have thy Holy Spirit come upon us and cleanse us; some insert thy will be
done, on earth as in heaven.
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Give us each day our daily bread. ¢

And forgive us our sins,

for we too forgive all who have done us wrong,
And do not bring us to the test.”’?

Then he said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend who comes to
him in the middle of the night and says, “My friend, lend me three loaves,
for a friend of mine on a journey has turned up at my house, and I have
nothing to offer him”; and he replies from inside, “Do not bother me. The
door is shut for the night; my children and I have gone to bed; and I can-
not get up and give you what you want.” I tell you that even if he will not
provide for him out of friendship, the very shamelessness of the request
will make him get up and give him all he needs. And so I say to you, ask,
and you will receive; seek, and you will find ; knock, and the door will be
opened. For everyone who asks receives, he who seeks finds, and to him
who knocks, the door will be opened.

‘Is there a father among you who will offer his son ¢ a snake when he asks
for fish, or a scorpion when he asks for an egg? If you, then, bad as you are,
know how to give your children what is good for them, how much more will
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spiritd to those who ask him !’

HE WASDRIVING OUT a devil which was dumb ; and when the devil had
come out, the dumb man began to speak. The people were astonished,
but some of them said, ‘It is by Beelzebub prince of devils that he drives
the devils out.” Others, by way of a test, demanded of him a sign from
heaven. But he knew what was in their minds, and said, ‘Every kingdom
divided against itself goes to ruin, and a divided household falls. Equally
if Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand ?—since,
as you would have it, I drive out the devils by Beelzebub. If it is by Beelze-
bub that I cast out devils, by whom do your own people drive them out?
If this is your argument, they themselves will refute you. But if it is by the
finger of God that I drive out the devils, then be sure the kingdom of God
has already come upon you.

‘When a strong man fully armed is on guard over his castle his posses-
sions are safe. But when someone stronger comes upon him and over-
powers him, he carries off the arms and armour on which the man had
relied and divides the plunder.

‘He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with
me scatters. ¢

‘When an unclean spirit comes out of a man it wanders over the deserts
seeking a resting-place; and if it finds none, it says, “I will go back to the
home I left.” So it returns and finds the house / swept clean, and tidy. Off
it goes and collects seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they all
come in and settle down; and in the end the man’s plight is worse than
before.’

@ Or our bread for the morrow. b Some witnesses add but save us from the evil
one (or from evil). ¢ Some witnesses insert a stone when he asks for bread,
or... . d Some witnesses read a good gift; some others read good things.
¢ Some witnesses add me. Some witnesses insert unoccupied.
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While he was speaking thus, a woman in the crowd called out, ‘Happy z7
the womb that carried you and the breasts that suckled you!” He rejoined, 28
‘No, happy are those who hear the word of God and keep it.’ )

With the crowds swarming round him he went on to say: ‘This is a 29
wicked generation. It demands a sign, and the only sign that will be given

it is the sign of Jonah. For just as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so will ,@

TNDW,
O B

B 3 o xaits’

this generation are on trial, the Queen of the South will appear against?
them and ensure their condemnation, for she came from the ends of the
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and what is here is greater than
Solomon. The men of Nineveh will appear at the Judgement when this 32
generation is on trial, and ensure b its condemnation, for they repented at
the preaching of Jonah; and what is here is greater than Jonah.

‘No one lights a lamp and puts it in a cellar, ¢ but rather on the lamp- 33
stand so that those who enter may see the light. The lamp of your body is 34
the eye. When your eyes are sound, you have light for your whole body;
but when the eyes are bad, you are in darkness. See to it then that the light 35
you have is not darkness. If you have light for your whole body with no 36
trace of darkness, it will all be as bright as when a lamp flashes its rays
upon you.’

WHEN HE HAD FINISHED SPEAKING, a Pharisee invited him to a meal. 37
He came in and sat down. The Pharisee noticed with surprise that he had 38
not begun by washing before the meal. But the Lord said to him, ‘Yo_u 39
Pharisees! You clean the outside of cup and plate; but inside you there is
nothing but greed and wickedness. You fools! Did not he who made the 40
outside make the inside too? But let what is in the cup@be given in charity, 41
and all is clean.

‘Alas for you Pharisees! You pay tithes of mint and rue anc;i every 4z
garden-herb, but have no care for justice and the love of God. It is these
you should have practised, without neglecting the others.¢

‘Alas for you Pharisees! You love the seats of honour in synagogues, and 43
salutations in the market-places.

‘Alas, alas, you are like unmarked graves over which men may walk with- 44
out knowing it.’ .

In reply to this one of the lawyers said, ‘Master, when you say thlpg_s 45
like this you are insulting us too.” Jesus rejoined: ‘Yes, you lawyers, it is 46
no better with you! For you load men with intolerable burdens, and will
not put a single finger to the load.

‘Alas, you build the tombs of the prophets whom your fathers murdered, 47
and so testify that you approve of the deeds your fathers did ; they com- 48
mitted the murders and you provide the tombs.

“This is why the Wisdom of God said, “I will send them prophets an.d 49
messengers; and some of these they will persecute and kill” ; so that this so

2 Or will be raised to life together with . . . & Or At the Judgement the men of
Nineveh will rise again together with this generation and will ensure . . . < Sor'ne
witnesses insert or under the meal-tub. \d_QOr what you can afford. { ¢ Some wit-
nesses omit It is . . . others.
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generation will have to answer for the blood of all the prophets shed since
the foundation of the world ; from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zecha-
riah who perished between: the altar and the sanctuary. I tell you, this
generation will have to answer for it all.
‘Alas for you lawyers! You have taken away the key of knowledge. You
did not go in yourselves, and those who were on their way in, you stopped.’
After he had left the house, the lawyers and Pharisees began to assail

him fiercely and to ply him with a host of questions, laying snares to catch
him with his own words.

MEANWHILE, WHEN A CROWD of many thousands had gathered,
packed so close that they were treading on one another, he began to speak
first to his disciples: ‘Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees; I mean their

2 hypocrisy. There is nothing covered up that will not be uncovered,

nothing hidden that will not be made known. You may take it, then, that
everything you have said in the dark will be heard in broad daylight, and
what you have whispered behind closed doors will be shouted from the
house-tops.

“To you who are my friends I say : Do not fear those who kill the body and
after that have nothing more they can do. I will warn you whom to fear:
fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Believe me,
he is the one to fear.

‘Are not sparrows five for twopence? And yet not one of them is over-
looked by God. More than that, even the hairs of your head have all been
counted. Have no fear; you are worth more than any number of sparrows,

‘I tell you this: everyone who acknowledges me before men, the Son of

9 Man will acknowledge before the angels of God 5 but he who disowns me
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before men will be disowned before the angels of God.

‘Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will receive forgive-
ness ; but for him who slanders the Holy Spirit there will be no forgiveness.

‘When you are brought before synagogues and state authorities, do
not begin worrying about how you will conduct your defence or what you
will say. For when the time comes the Holy Spirit will instruct you what
to say.’

A man in the crowd said to him, ‘Master, tell my brother to divide the
family property with me.’ He replied, ‘My good man, who set me over you
to judge or arbitrate?’® Then he said to the people, ‘Beware! Be on your
guard against greed of every kind, for even when a man has more than
enough, his wealth does not give him life.” And he told them this parable:
‘There was a rich man whose land yielded heavy crops. He debated with
himself: “What am I to do? I have not the space to store my produce. This
is what I will do,” said he: “I will pull down my storehouses and build them
bigger. I will collect in them all my corn and other goods, and then say to
myself, ‘Man, you have plenty of good things laid by, enough for many
years: take life easy, eat, drink, and enjoy yourself.’” But God said to
him, “You fool, this very night you must surrender your life; you have
made your money—who will get it now?” That is how it is with the

4 Some witnesses omit or arbitrate.
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man who amasses wealth for himself and remains a pauper in the sight
of God.@ ) '

“Therefore’, he said to his disciples, ‘I bid you put away anxious tk}oughts
about food to keep you alive and clothes to cover your body. Life is more
than food, the body more than clothes. Think of the ravens: they neither
sow nor reap; they have no storehouse or barn; yet God feeds them. You
are worth far more than the birds! Is there a man among you who by
anxious thought can add a foot to his height #? If, then, you cannot do even
avery little thing, why are you anxious about the rest?

“Think of the lilies: they neither spin nor weave;° yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his splendour was not attired like one of these: But if that is
how God clothes the grass, which is growing in the field today, and to-
morrow is thrown on the stove, how much more will he clothe you! How
little faith you have! And so you are not to set your mind on food and drink; ,
you are not to worry. For all these are things for the heathen to run aft_er 5
but you have a Father who knows that you need them. No, set your mind
upon his kingdom, and all the rest will come to you as well. ‘

‘Have no fear, little flock ; for your Father has chosen to give you the
Kingdom. Sell your possessions and give in charity. Prpvide for yourselves
purses that do not wear out, and never-failing treasure in heaven, vx{here no
thief can get near it, no moth destroy it. For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also. ) )

‘Be ready for action, with belts fastened and lamps alight. Be like men
who wait for their master’s return from a wedding-party, ready to let him
in the moment he arrives and knocks. Happy are those servants whom thp
master finds on the alert when he comes. I tell you this: he v&{ill fastep his
belt, seat them at table, and come and wait on them. Even if it is the middle
of the night or before dawn when he comes, happy they if he finds them
alert. And remember, if the householder had known what time the burglar
was coming he would not have let his house be broken into: Hold your-
selves ready, then, because the Son of Man will come at the time you least
expect him.’ ' o

Peter said, ‘Lord, do you intend this parable specially fqr us or is it for
everyone?’ The Lord said, “Well, who is the trusty an(j_l sensible man whom
his master will appoint as his steward, to manage his servants and issue
their rations at the proper time? Happy that servant who is found at his
task when his master comes! I tell you this: he will be put in charge of_ all
his master’s property. But if that servant says to himself, “The master is a
long time coming”, and begins to bully the menservants and maids, and
eat and drink and get drunk; then the master will arrive on a day thgt
servant does not expect, at a time he does not know, and will cut him in
pieces. Thus he will find his place among the faithless.

“The servant who knew his master’s wishes, yet made no attempt to
carry them out, will be flogged severely. But one who did not know them‘and
earned a beating will be flogged less severely. Where a man has been given
a4 Some witnesses omit That . .. God; others add at the end When he said this he cried out,

‘If you have ears to hear, then hear.’ b Or a day to his life. ¢ Some witnesses
read they grow, they do not toil or spin.
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much, much will be expected of him ; and the more a man has had entrusted
to him the more he will be required to repay.

‘I have come to set fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already
kindled! I have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until
the ordeal is over! Do you suppose I came to establish peace on earth? No
indeed, I have come to bring division. For from now on, five members of a
family will be divided, three against two and two against three; father
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter
against mother, mother against son’s wife and son’s wife against her
mother-in-law.’

He also said to the people, ‘When you see cloud banking up in the west,
you say atonce, “Itis going to rain”, and rain it does. And when the wind is
from the south, you say, “There will be a heat-wave”, and there is. What
hypaocrites you are! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and
sky ; how is it you cannot interpret this fateful hour?

‘And why can you not judge for yourselves what is the right course?
When you are going with your opponent to court, make an effort to settle
with him while you are still on the way ; otherwise he may drag you before
the judge, and the judge hand you over to the constable, and the constable

put you in jail. I tell you, you will not come out till you have paid the last
farthing.’

AT THAT VERY TIME there were some people present who told him about
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. He
answered them: ‘Do you imagine that, because these Galileans suffered
this fate, they must have been greater sinners than anyone else in Galilee?
I tell you they were not; but unless you repent, you will all of you come to
the same end. Or the eighteen people who were killed when the tower fell
on them at Siloam—do you imagine they were more guilty than all the
other people living in Jerusalem? I tell you they were not; but unless you
repent, you will all of you come to the same end.’

He told them this parable: ‘A man had a fig-tree growing in his vineyard;
and he came looking for fruit on it, but found none. So he said to the vine-
dresser, “Look here! For the last three years I have come looking for fruit
on this fig-tree without finding any. Cut it down. Why should it go on
using up the soil?” But he replied, “Leave it, sir, this one year while I dig
round it and manure it. And if it bears next season, well and good ; if not,
you shall have it down.”’

One Sabbath he was teaching in a synagogue, and there was a woman
there possessed by a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She
was bent double and quite unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her
he called her and said, “You are rid of your trouble.’ Then he laid his hands
on her, and at once she straightened up and began to praise God. But the
president of the synagogue, indignant with Jesus for healing on the
Sabbath, intervened and said to the congregation, “There are six working-
days: come and be cured on one of them, and not on the Sabbath.’ The
Lord gave him his answer: ‘What hypocrites you are!’ he said. Is there a
single one of you who does not loose his ox or his donkey from the manger
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and take it out to water on the Sabbath ? And here is this woman, a daughter
of Abraham, who has been kept prisoner by Satan for eighteen lo,ng years:
was it wrong for her to be freed from her bonds on t_he Sabt)ath? At these
words all his opponents were covered with conqumn, while th; mass of
the people were delighted at all the wonderful things he was doing.

“What is the kingdom of God like?’ he continued. ‘What shall I compare
it with? It is like a mustard-seed which a man took and sowed in I}1s
garden; and it grew to be a tree and the birds came to roost among Its

ches.’ o .

br?gain he said, “The kingdom of God, what §ha11 I compare it thk'x? Itis
like yeast which a woman took and mixed with half a hundredweight of
flour till it was all leavened.’

HE CONTINUED HIS JOURNEY through towns and vi_llages? teaching as
he made his way towards Jerusalem. Someone asked him, ‘Sir, are only a
few to be saved?’ His answer was: ‘Struggle to get in through the narrow
door; for I tell you that many will try to enter and not be able.

“When once the master of the house has got up and locked the dopr, you
may stand outside and knock, and say, “Sir, let us in!”, bgt he YVlll only
answer, “I do not know where you come from.” Then you will begm to say,
“We sat at table with you and you taught in our streets.” But he vylll repeat,
“I tell you, I do not know where you come‘from. O_u:c of my s1g_ht,.all of
you, you and your wicked ways!” There will be wailing and grinding of
teeth there, when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets,
in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrown out. Fl"om east and west
people will come, from north and south, for the feast in the kingdom of
God. Yes, and some who are now last will be first, and some who are first

ill be last.’

WIgt that time a number of Pharisees came to him am_i said, “‘You sho'uld
leave this place and go on your way; Herod is out to kill you.” He 1:ep11ed,
‘Go and tell that fox, “Listen: today and tomorrow I shall be casting out
devils and working cures; on the third day I reach my goal.”” However,
I must be on my way today and tomorrow and the next dgy, because it is
unthinkable for a prophet to meet his death anywhere but in Jerusalem.

‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that murders the prophets and stones
the messengers sent to her! How often have I.long'ed to gather your chil-
dren, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings; but you would not let
me. Look, look! there is your temple, forsaken by God. Ar:d I tc?ll you,
you shall never see me until the time comes when you say, Blessings on
him who comes in the name of the Lord!”’

ONE SABBATH he went to have a meal in the house of a lea}ding Pharisee;

and they were watching him closely. There, in front of hlm,-was a‘map

suffering from dropsy. Jesus asked the lawyers and the Phanseeg: Is it

permitted to cure people on the Sabbath or not?’ They said nothing. So

he took the man, cured him, and sent him away. Tt_len he 'Furned to them

and said, ‘If one of you has a donkey ¢ or an ox and it falls into a well, will
a Some witnesses read son.
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he hesitate to haul it up on the Sabbath day?’ To this they could find no
reply.

When he noticed how the guests were trying to secure the places of
honour, he spoke to them in a parable: ‘When you are asked by someone to
a wedding-feast, do not sit down in the place of honour. It may be that some
person more distinguished than yourself has been invited; and the host
will come and say to you, “Give this man your seat.” Then you will look
foolish as you begin to take the lowest place. No, when you receive an
invitation, go and sit down in the lowest place, so that when your host
comes he will say, “Come up higher, my friend.” Then all your fellow-
guests will see the respect in which you are held. For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled ; and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.’

Then he said to his host, ‘When you are having a party for lunch or
supper, do not invite your friends, your brothers or other relations, or
your rich neighbours; they will only ask you back again and so you will
be repaid. But when you give a party, ask the poor, the crippled, the lame,
and the blind ; and so find happiness. For they have no means of repaying
you; but you will be repaid on the day when good men rise from the dead.’

One of the company, after hearing all this, said to him, ‘Happy the man
who shall sit at the feast in the kingdom of God!” Jesus answered, ‘A man
was giving a big dinner party and had sent out many invitations. At dinner-
time he sent his servant with a message for his guests, “Please come, every-
thing is now ready.” They began one and all to excuse themselves. The first
said, “I have bought a piece of land, and I must go and look over it ; please
accept my apologies.” The second said, “I have bought five yoke of oxen,
and I am on my way to try them out; please accept my apologies.” The
next said, “I have just got married and for that reason I cannot come.”
When the servant came back he reported this to his master. The master of the
house was angry and said to him, “Go out quickly into the streets and alleys
of the town, and bring me in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the
lame.” The servant said, “Sir, your orders have been carried out and there
is still room.” The master replied, “Go out on to the highways and along
the hedgerows and make them come in; I want my house to be full. I tell
you that not one of those who were invited shall taste my banquet.””’

Once when great crowds were accompanying him, he turned to them

and said: ‘If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and sisters, even his own life, he cannot be a
disciple of mine. No one who does not carry his cross and come with me
can be a disciple of mine. Would any of you think of building a tower with-
out first sitting down and calculating the cost, to see whether he could
afford to finish it? Otherwise, if he has laid its foundation and then is not
able to complete it, all the onlookers will laugh at him. “There is the man”,
they will say, “who started to build and could not finish.” Or what king
will march to battle against another king, without first sitting down to con-
sider whether with ten thousand men he can face an enemy coming to meet
him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, long before the enemy
approaches, he sends envoys, and asks for terms. So also none of you can
be a disciple of mine without parting with all his possessions.
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‘Salt is a good thing; but if salt itself becomes tasteless, what wil'l you
use to season it ? It is useless either on the land or on the dung-heap: it can
2
only be thrown away. If you have ears to hear, then hear.

ANOTHER TIME, the tax-gatherers and other bad characters were all

34
35

crowding in to listen to him; and the Pharisees and the doctors of the law 2

began grumbling among themselves: ‘This fellow’, they said, ‘welcomes
sinners and eats with them.” He answered them with this parable: ‘If one
of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them,. dges he not l;ave the
ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the missing one until he has
found it? How delighted he is then ! He lifts it on to his shouldprs, apd hom’e;
he goes to call his friends and neighbours together. “Rejoice with me!
he cries. “I have found my lost sheep.” In the same way, I tell you,.there
will be greater joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous people who do not need to repent.

‘Or again, if a woman has ten silver pieces and loses.one of them, do§s
she not light the lamp, sweep out the house, and look in every corner till
she has found it? And when she has, she calls her friends and nelghbour,s’
together, and says, “Rejoice with me! I have found the piece that I lost.
In the same way, I tell you, there is joy among the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.’

Again he said: “There was once a man who had two sons; and”the
younger said to his father, “Father, give me my share of the property.” So
he divided his estate between them. A few days later the younger son
turned the whole of his share into cash and left home for a distant country,
where he squandered it in reckless living. He had spent it gll, when a severe
famine fell upon that country and he began to feel the pinch. .So he went
and attached himself to one of the local landowners, who sent him on to his
farm to mind the pigs. He would have been glad to fill his bc?lly witha the
pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him any'thmg. Then he
came to his senses and said, “How many of my father’s paid servants have
more food than they can eat, and here am I, starving to de.ath! I w1ll_ set
off and go to my father, and say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned, against
God and against you; I am no longer fit to be called your son; treat me as
one of your paid servants.’ ” So he set out for his father’s house. But wl}lle
he was still a long way off his father saw him, and his heart wentout to him.
He ran to meet him, flung his arms round him, and kissed him. The son
said, “Father, I have sinned, against God and against you; I am no lon_ger
fit to be called your son.”? But the father said to his servants, Quick!
fetch a robe, my best one, and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and
shoes on his feet. Bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us have a feas"c to
celebrate the day. For this son of mine was dead and has come back to life;
he was lost and is found.” And the festivities began.

‘Now the elder son was out on the farm; and on his way back, as he
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. H'e called one of the
servants and asked what it meant. The servant told him, “Your brother
b Some witnesses add treat me as one of

& Some witnesses read to have his fill of . . .
your paid servants.
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has come home, and your father has killed the fatted calf because he has
him back safe and sound.” But he was angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and pleaded with him; but he retorted, “You know how
I have slaved for you all these years; I never once disobeyed your orders;
and you never gave me so much as a kid, for a feast with my friends. But
now that this son of yours turns up, after running through your money
with his women, you kill the fatted calf for him.” “My boy,” said the father,
“you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. How could we
help celebrating this happy day ? Your brother here was dead and has come
back to life, was lost and is found.”’

He said to his disciples, “There was a rich man who had a steward, and he
received complaints that this man was squandering the property. So he
sent for him, and said, “What is this that I hear? Produce your accounts,
for you cannot be manager here any longer.” The steward said to himself,
“What am I to do now that my employer is dismissing me? I am not strong
enough to dig, and too proud to beg. I know what I must do, to make sure
that, when I have toleave, there will be people to give me house and home.”
He summoned his master’s debtors one by one. To the first he said, “How
much do you owe my master?” He replied, “A thousand gallons of olive
oil.” He said, “Here is your account. Sit down and make it five hundred;
and be quick about it.” Then he said to another, “And you, how much do
you owe ?” He said, “A thousand bushels of wheat”, and was told, “Take
your account and make it eight hundred.” And the master applauded the
dishonest steward for acting so astutely. For the worldly are more astute
than the other-worldly in dealing with their own kind.

‘So I say to you, use your worldly wealth to win friends for yourselves,
so that when money is a thing of the past you may be received into an
eternal home.

‘The man who can be trusted in little things can be trusted also in great;
and the man who is dishonest in little things is dishonest also in great
things. If, then, you have not proved trustworthy with the wealth of this
world, who will trust you with the wealth that is real? And if you have
proved untrustworthy with what belongs to another, who will give you
what is your own?

‘No servant can be the slave of two masters; for either he will hate the
first and love the second, or he will be devoted to the first and think nothing
of the second. You cannot serve God and Money.’

The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and scoffed at him. He
said to them, “You are the people who impress your fellow-men with your
righteousness; but God sees through you; for what sets itself up to be
admired by men is detestable in the sight of God.

‘Until John, it was the Law and the prophets: since then, there is the
good news of the kingdom of God, and everyone forces his way in.

‘It is easier for heaven and earth to come to an end than for one dot or
stroke of the Law to lose its force.

‘A man who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery;
and anyone who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits
adultery.
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“There was once a rich man, who dressed in purple and the finest linen,
and feasted in great magnificence every day. At his gate, covered with sores,
lay a poor man named Lazarus, who would have been glad to satisfy his
hunger with the scraps from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs used to
come and lick his sores. One day the poor man died and was carried away
by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried,
and in Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up; and there, far away,
was Abraham with Lazarus close beside him. “Abraham, my father,” he
called out, “take pity on me! Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in
water, to cool my tongue, for I am in agony in this fire.” But Abraham said,
“Remember, my child, that all the good things fell to you while you were
alive, and all the bad to Lazarus; now he has his consolation here and it is
you who are in agony. But that is not all: there is a great chasm fixed be-
tween us; no one from our side who wants to reach you can cross it, and
none may pass from your side to us.” “Then, father,” he replied, “will
you send him to my father’s house, where I have five brothers, to warn
them, so that they too may not come to this place of torment ?” But Abraham
said, “They have Moses and the prophets; let them listen to them.” “No,
father Abraham,” he replied, “but if someone from the dead visits them,
they will repent.” Abraham answered, “If they do not listen to Moses and
the prophets they will pay no heed even if someone should rise from the
dead.”’

HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, ‘Causes of stumbling are bound to arise;
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but woe betide the man through whom they come. It would be better for -

him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone round his neck than to cause
one of these little ones to stumble. Keep watch on yourselves.

‘If your brother wrongs you, reprove him; and if he repents, forgive
him. Even if he wrongs you seven times in a day and comes back to you
seven times saying, “I am sorry”, you are to forgive him.’

The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith’; and the Lord
replied, ‘If you had faith no bigger even than a mustard-seed, you could
say to this mulberry-tree, “Be rooted up and replanted in the sea”; and it
would at once obey you.

‘Suppose one of you has a servant ploughing or minding sheep. When
he comes back from the fields, will the master say, “Come along at once
and sit down”? Will he not rather say, “Prepare my supper, fasten your
belt, and then wait on me while I have my meal; you can have yours after-
wards”? Is he grateful to the servant for carrying out his orders? So with
you: when you have carried out all your orders, you should say, “We are
servants and deserve no credit; we have only done our duty.”’

In the course of his journey to Jerusalem he was travelling through the
borderlands of Samaria and Galilee. As he was entering a village he was
met by ten men with leprosy. They stood some way off and called out to
him, ‘Jesus, Master, take pity on us.” When he saw them he said, ‘Go and
show yourselves to the priests’; and while they were on their way, they
were made clean. One of them, finding himself cured, turned back praising
God aloud. He threw himself down at Jesus’s feet and thanked him. And
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he was a Samaritan. At this Jesus said: “Were not all ten cleansed? The
other nine, where are they? Could none be found to come back and give
praise to God except this foreigner?’ And he said to the man, ‘Stand up
and go on your way; your faith has cured you.’
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THE PHARISEES ASKED HIM, ‘“When will the kingdom of God come?’
He said, “You cannot tell by observation when the kingdom of God comes.
There will be no saying, “Look, here it is!” or “there it is!”; for in fact the
kingdom of God is among you.’ ¢

He said to the disciples, ‘The time will come when you will long to see
one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. They will say to
you, “Look! There!” and “Look! Here!” Do not go running off in pursuit.
For like the lightning-flash that lights up the earth from end to end, will
the Son of Man be when his day comes. But first he must endure much
suffering and be repudiated by this generation.

‘As things were in Noah’s days, so will they be in the days of the Son of
Man. They ate and drank and married, until the day that Noah went into
the ark and the flood came and made an end of them all. As things were in
Lot’s days, also: they ate and drank; they bought and sold ; they planted
and built; but the day that Lot went out from Sodom, it rained fire and
sulphur from the sky and made an end of them all—it will be like that on the
day when the Son of Man is revealed.

‘On that day the man who is on the roof and his belongings in the house
must not come down to pick them up ; he, too, who is in the fields must not
go back. Remember Lot’s wife. Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it;
and whoever loses it will save it, and live.

‘I tell you, on that night there will be two men in one bed: one will be
taken, the other left. There will be two women together grinding corn: one
will be taken, the other left.’® When they heard this they asked, ‘Where,
Lord?’ He said, “Where the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.’

HESPOKE TO THEM i1 a parable to show that they should keep on praying
and never lose heart: “There was once a judge who cared nothing for God
or man, and in the same town there was a widow who constantly came
before him demanding justice against her opponent. For a long time he
refused ; but in the end he said to himself, “True, I care nothing for God
or man; but this widow is so great a nuisance that I will see her righted
before she wears me out with her persistence.”’ The Lord said, “‘You
hear what the unjust judge says; and will not God vindicate his chosen,
who cry out to him day and night, while he listens patiently to them*¢?
I tell you, he will vindicate them soon enough. But when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on earth?’

And here is another parable that he told. It was aimed at those who were
sure of their own goodness and looked down on everyone else. “Two men

@ Or for in fact the kingdom of God is within you, or for in fact the kingdom of God is
within your grasp, or for suddenly the kingdom of God will be among you.

b Some witnesses add (36) two men in the fields: one will be taken, the other left.

¢ Or delays to help them.
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LUKE 18

went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax-gatherer.
The Pharisee stood up and prayed thus: 4 “I thank thee, O God, that I am
not llkc_e the rest of men, greedy, dishonest, adulterous; or, for that matter
like this tax-gatherer. I fast twice a week 5 I pay tithes on all that I get.”,
But the other kept his distance and would not even raise his eyes to heaven
but b?’at upon hl§ breast, saying, “O God, have mercy on me, sinner tha;
I am. It was_thls man, I tell you, and not the other, who went home
acquitted of his sins. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled;
and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.’ ’

They even brought babies for him to touch. When the disciples saw
therr} they rebuked them, but Jesus called for the children and said, ‘Let
the little ones come to me ; do not try to stop them; for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these. I tell you that whoever does not accept the king-
dom of God like a child will never enter it.’

A man of th}e ruling class put this question to him: ‘Good Master, what
must I 40 to win eternal life ?* Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good ?
No one 1s good except God alone. You know the commandments: “Do no't
commit adultery ; do not murder ; do not steal ; do not give false evidence:
honour' your father and mother.”’ The man answered, ‘I have kept ali
th;se since I was a boy.” On hearing this Jesus said, “There is still one
th_mg lacklpg: se_ll everything you have and distribute to the poor, and you
will have riches in heaven ; and come, follow me.” At these words his heart
§ank ; for he was a very rich man. When Jesus saw it he said, ‘How hard it
is for the wealthy to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go
throu,gh the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of
‘God. Thpse who heard asked, “Then who can be saved?’ He answered
What is Impossible for men is possible for God.’ ’

Peter'sald, “We here have left our belongings to become your followers.’
Jesus said, ‘T tell you this: there is no one who has given up home, or wife:
brothers, parents, or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, whc;

will not be repaid many times over in thj i
er in this age, and in the age to ¢
eternal life.’ ’ & ome have

Challenge to Ferusalem

HE TOOK THE TWELVE ASIDE and said, ‘We are now going up to
Jerusalem; and all_that was written by the prophets will come true for
the Son of Man. He will be handed over to the foreign power. He will be
mocked, maltreated, gnq spat upon. They will flog him and kill him. And
f}?eﬂ]fi %md day he wﬁl rlf,le again.” But they understood nothing of all this;
Y did not grasp what he was talking about: i i
oy did nc g about; its meaning was concealed
_ Ashe approaghed Jericho a blind man sat at the roadside begging. Hear-
ing a crowd going past, h; asked what was happening. They told him,
Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” Then he shouted out, ‘Jesus, Son of

@ Some witnesses read stood up by himself and prayed th
; ot
prayed thas pearen pray us; others read stood up and
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LUKE 18, 19 Challenge to Ferusalem

David, have pity on me.” The people in front told him to hold his tongue;
but he called out all the more, ‘Son of David, have pity on me.’ Jesus
stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came up he
asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?’ ‘Sir, I want my sight
back’, he answered. Jesus said to him, ‘Have back your sight ; your faith
has cured you.” He recovered his sight instantly; and he followed Jesus,
praising God. And all the people gave praise to God for what they had
seen.

Entering Jericho he made his way through the city. There was a man
there named Zacchaeus ; he was superintendent of taxes and very rich. He
was eager to see what Jesus looked like ; but, being a little man, he could
not see him for the crowd. So he ran on ahead and climbed a sycomore-
tree in order to see him, for he was to pass that way. When Jesus came to the
place, he looked up and said, ‘Zacchaeus, be quick and come down; I

6 must come and stay with you today.” He climbed down as fast as he could
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and welcomed him gladly. At this there was a general murmur of dis-
approval. ‘He has gone in’, they said, ‘to be the guest of a sinner.’ But
Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Here and now, sir, I give half
my possessions to charity; and if I have cheated anyone, I am ready to
repay him four times over.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Salvation has come to this
house today !—for this man too is a son of Abraham, and the Son of Man
has come to seek and save what is lost.’

While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable,
because he was now close to Jerusalem and they thought the reign of God
might dawn at any moment. He said, ‘A man of noble birth went on a long
journey abroad, to be appointed king and then return. But first he called
ten of his servants and gave them a pound each, saying, “Trade with this
while I am away.” His fellow-citizens hated ltim, and they sent a delega-
tion on his heels to say, “We do not want this man as our king.” However,
back he came as king, and sent for the servants to whom he had given the
money, to see what profit each had made. The first came and said, “Your
pound, sir, has made ten more.” “Well done,” he replied; “you are a good
servant. You have shown yourself trustworthy in a very small matter, and
you shall have charge of ten cities.” The second came and said, “Your
pound, sir, has made five more”; and he also was told, “You too, take
charge of five cities.” The third came and said, “Here is your pound, sir;
I kept it put away in a handkerchief. I was afraid of you, because you are a
hard man: you draw out what you never put in and reap what you did not
sow.” “You rascal!” he replied; “I will judge you by your own words.
You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, that I draw out what I never put
in, and reap what I did not sow? Then why did you not put my money on
deposit, and I could have claimed it with interest when I came back?”
Turning to his attendants he said, “Take the pound from him and give it
to the man with ten.” “But, sir,” they replied, “he has ten already.” “I tell
you,” he went on, “the man who has will always be given more; but the
man who has not will forfeit even what he has. But as for those enemies of
mine who did not want me for their king, bring them here and slaughter
them in my presence.”’
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LUKE 19, 20

WITH THAT JESUS WENT FORWARD and began the ascent to Jerusalem.
As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called Olivet, he sent
two of the disciples with these instructions: ‘Go to the village opposite;
as you enter it you will find tethered there a colt which no one has yet
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks why you are untying it,
say, “Our Master needs it.”’ The two went on their errand and found it
as he had told them ; and while they were untying the colt, its owners asked,
‘Wh3>~are you untying that colt?’ They answered, ‘Our Master needs it.’
So they brought the colt to Jesus.

Then they threw their cloaks on the colt, for Jesus to mount, and
they carpeted the road with them as he went on his way. And now, as he
approached the descent from the Mount of Olives, the whole company
of his disciples in their joy began to sing aloud the praises of God for all
the great things they had seen:

Challenge to Ferusalem

‘Blessings on him who comes as king in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven, glory in highest heaven!’

Some Pharisees who were in the crowd said to him, ‘Master, reprimand
your disciples.” He answered, ‘I tell you, if my disciples keep silence the
stones will shout aloud.’

When he came in sight of the city, he wept over it and said, ‘If only you
had known, on this great day, the way that leads to peace! But no; it is
hidden from your sight. For a time will come upon you, when your enemies
will set up siege-works against you; they will encircle you and hem you in
at every point; they will bring you to the ground, you and your children
within your walls, and not leave you one stone standing on another,
because you did not recognize God’s moment when it came.’

Then he went into the temple and began driving out the traders, with
these words: ‘Scripture says, “My house shall be a house of prayer”; but
you have made it a robbers’ cave.’

Day by day he taught in the temple. And the chief priests and lawyers
were bent on making an end of him, with the support of the leading
citizens, but found they were helpless, because the people all hung upon
his words.

ONE DAY, as he was teaching the people in the temple and telling them
the good news, the priests and lawyers, and the elders with them, came
upon him and accosted him. “Tell us’, they said, ‘by what authority you are
acting like this; who gave you this authority?’ He answered them, ‘I have
a question to ask you too: tell me, was the baptism of John from God or
from men?’ This set them arguing among themselves: ‘If we say, “from
God”, he will say, “Why did you not believe him?” And if we say, “from
men”, the people will all stone us, for they are convinced that John was a
prophet.” So they replied that they could not tell. And Jesus said to them,
‘Then neither will I tell you by what authority I act.’
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He went on to tell the people this parable: ‘A man planted a vineyard, o

let it out to vine-growers, and went abroad for a long time. When the
season came, he sent a servant to the tenants to collect from them his share
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LUKE 20 Challenge to Ferusalem

of the produce; but the tenants thrashed him and sent him away empty-
handed. He tried again and sent a second servant ; but he also was thrashed,
outrageously treated, and sent away empty-handed. He tried once more
with a third ; this one too they wounded and flung out. Then the owner of
the vineyard said, “What am I to do? I will send my own dear son;?
perhaps they will respect him.” But when the tenants saw him they talked
it over together. “This is the heir,” they said; “let us kill him so that the
property may come to us.” So they flung him out of the vineyard and killed
him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come
and put these tenants to death and let the vineyard to others.’

When they heard this, they said, ‘God forbid!” But he looked straight
at them and said, ‘Then what does this text of Scripture mean: “The stone
which the builders rejected has become the main corner-stone”? Any
man who falls on that stone will be dashed to pieces; and if it falls on a man
he will be crushed by it.’

The lawyers and chief priests wanted to lay hands on him there and then,
for they saw that this parable was aimed at them ; but they were afraid of
the people. So they watched their opportunity and sent secret agents in the
guise of honest men, to seize upon some word of his as a pretext for hand-
ing him over to the authority and jurisdiction of the Governor. They put
a question to him: ‘Master,’ they said, ‘we know that what you speak and
teach is sound; you pay deference to no one, but teach in all honesty the
way of life that God requires. Are we or are we not permitted to pay taxes
to the Roman Emperor ?” He saw through their trick and said, ‘Show me a
silver piece. Whose head does it bear, and whose inscription?’ ‘Caesar’s’,
they replied. ‘Very well then,’ he said, ‘pay Caesar what is due to Caesar,
and pay God what is due to God.” Thus their attempt to catch him out in
public failed, and, astonished by his reply, they fell silent.

Then some Sadducees came forward. They are the people who deny
that there is a resurrection. Their question was this: ‘Master, Moses laid
it down for us that if there are brothers, and one dies leaving a wife but no
child, then the next should marry the widow and carry on his brother’s
family. Now, there were seven brothers : the first took a wife and died child-
less ; then the second married her, then the third. In this way the seven of
them died leaving no children. Afterwards the woman also died. At the
resurrection whose wife is she to be, since all seven had married her?’
Jesus said to them, ‘The men and women of this world marry; but those
who have been judged worthy of a place in the other world and of the
resurrection from the dead, do not marry, for they are not subject to death
any longer. They are like angels ; they are sons of God, because they share
in the resurrection. That the dead are raised to life again is shown by Moses
himself in the story of the burning bush, when he calls the Lord, “the God
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob”. God isnot God of the dead but of the living ;
for him all are? alive.’

At this some of the lawyers said, “Well spoken, Master.” For there was
no further question that they ventured to put to him.

He said to them, ‘How can they say that the Messiah is son of David?

@ Or my only son. b Or they are all.
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For David himself says in the Book of Psalms: “The Lord said to my
Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies your footstool.””
Thus David calls him “Lord” ; how then can he be David’s son?’

In the hearing of all the people Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Beware of the
doctors of the law who love to walk up and down in long robes, and have
a great liking for respectful greetings in the street, the chief seats in our
synagogues, and places of honour at feasts. These are the men who eat up
the property of widows, while they say long prayers for appearance’ sake;
and they will receive the’severest sentence.’

He looked up and saw the rich people dropping their gifts into the chest
of the temple treasury; and he noticed a poor widow putting in two tiny
coins. ‘I tell you this,’ he said: ‘this poor widow has given more than any
of them; for those others who have given had more than enough, but she,
with less than enough, has given all she had to live on.’

SOME PEOPLE WERE TALKING about the temple and the fine stones
and votive offerings with which it was adorned. He said, “These things
which you are gazing at—the time will come when not one stone of them
will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.’ ‘Master,’ they asked,
‘when will it all come about? What will be the sign when it is due to
happen?’

He said, “T'ake care that you are not misled. For many will come claim-
ing my name and saying, “I am he”, and, “The Day is upon us.” Do not
follow them. And when you hear of wars and insurrections, do not fall into
apanic. These things are bound to happen first ; but the end does not follow
immediately.’ Then he added, “Nation will make war upon nation, kingdom
upon kingdom ; there will be great earthquakes, and famines and plagues
in many places; in the sky terrors and great portents.

‘But before all this happens they will set upon you and persecute you.
You will be brought before synagogues and put in prison ; you will be haled
before kings and governors for your allegiance to me. This will be your
opportunity to testify ; so make up your minds not to prepare your defence
beforehand, because I myself will give you power of utterance and a
wisdom which no opponent will be able to resist or refute. Even your
parents and brothers, your relations and friends, will betray you. Some of
you will be put to death; and all will hate you for your allegiance to me.
But not a hair of your head shall be lost. By standing firm you will win true
life for yourselves.

‘But when you see Jerusalem encircled by armies, then you may be sure
that her destruction is near. Then those who are in Judaea must take to the
hills ; those who are in the city itself must leave it, and those who are out
in the country must not enter; because this is the time of retribution, when
all that stands written is to be fulfilled. Alas for women who are with child
in those days, or have children at the breast ! For there will be great distress
in the land and a terrible judgement upon this people. They will fall at the
sword’s point; they will be carried captive into all countries; and Jeru-
salem will be trampled down by foreigners until their day has run its
course.
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LUKE 21, 22 Challenge to Jerusalem

‘Portents will appear in sun, moon, and stars. On earth nations will
stand helpless, not knowing which way to turn from the roar and surge of
the sea; men will faint with terror at the thought of all that is coming
upon the world; for the celestial powers will be shaken. And then they
will see the Son of Man coming on a cloud with great power and glory.
When all this begins to happen, stand upright and hold your heads high,
because your liberation is near.’

He told them this parable: ‘Look at the fig-tree, or any other tree. As
soon as it buds, you can see for yourselves that summer is near. In the
same way, when you see all this happening, you may know that the kingdom
of God is near.

‘I tell you this: the present generation will live to see it all. Heaven and
earth will pass away; my words will never pass away.

‘Keep a watch on yourselves ; do not let your minds be dulled by dissipa-
tion and drunkenness and worldly cares so that the great Day closes upon
you suddenly like a trap ; for that day will come on all men, wherever they
are, the whole world over. Be on the alert, praying at all times for strength
to pass safely through all these imminent troubles and to stand in the pre-
sence of the Son of Man.’

His days were given to teaching in the temple; and then he would leave
the city and spend the night on the hill called Olivet. And in the early
morning the people flocked to listen to him in the temple.¢

The final conflict

OW THE FESTIVAL of Unleavened Bread, known as Passover, was

approaching, and the chief priests and the doctors of the law were
trying to devise some means of doing away with him; for they were afraid
of the people.

Then Satan entered into Judas Iscariot, who was one of the Twelve;
and Judas went to the chief priests and officers of the temple police to
discuss ways and means of putting Jesus into their power. They were
greatly pleased and undertook to pay him a sum of money. He agreed, and
began to look out for an opportunity to betray him to them without
collecting a crowd.

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover victim
had to be slaughtered, and Jesus sent Peter and John with these instruc-
tions: ‘Go and prepare for our Passover supper.” ‘Where would you like
us to make the preparations?’ they asked. He replied, ‘As soon as you set
foot in the city a man will meet you carrying a jar of water. Follow him into
the house that he enters and give this message to the householder: “The
Master says, “Where is the room in which I may eat the Passover with my
disciples?’ ” He will show you a large room upstairs all set out: make the
preparations there.” They went and found everything as he had said. So
they prepared for Passover.

When the time came he took his place at table, and the apostles with him;

@ Some witnesses here insert the passage printed on p. I43.
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and he said to them, ‘How I have longed? to eat this Passover with you
before my death! For I tell you, never again shall I? eat it until the time
when it finds its fulfilment in the kingdom of God.’

Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, ‘Take this and share
it among yourselves ; for I tell you, from this moment I shall drink from the
fruit of the vine no more until the time when the kingdom of God comes.’
And he took bread, gave thanks, and broke it; and he gave it to them, with
the words: “This is my body.’ ¢

‘But mark this—my betrayer is here, his hand with mine on the table.
For the Son of Man is going his appointed way; but alas for that man by
whom he is betrayed !” At this they began to ask among themselves which of
them it could possibly be who was to do this thing.

Then a jealous dispute broke out : who among them should rank highest?
But he said, ‘In the world, kings lord it over their subjects; and those in
authority are called their country’s “Benefactors”. Not so with you: on the
contrary, the highest among you must bear himself like the youngest, the
chief of you like a servant. For who is greater—the one who sits at table or
the servant who waits on him? Surely the one who sits at table. Yet here
am I among you like a servant.

“You are the men who have stood firmly by me in my times of trial ; and
now I vest in you the kingship which my Father vested in me; you shall eat
and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit4 on thrones as judges of the
twelve tribes of Israel.

‘Simon, Simon, take heed: Satan has been given leave to sift all of you
like wheat ; but for you I have prayed that your faith may not fail ; and when
you have come to yourself, you must lend strength to your brothers.’
‘Lord,” he replied, ‘I am ready to go with you to prison and death.’ Jesus
said, ‘I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow tonight until you have three
times over denied that you know me.’

He said to them, ‘When I sent you out barefoot without purse or pack,
were you ever short of anything?’ ‘No’, they answered. ‘It is different now,’
he said ; ‘whoever has a purse had better take it with him, and his pack too;
and if he has no sword, let him sell his cloak to buy one. For Scripture says,
“And he was counted among the outlaws”, and these words, I tell you,
must find fulfilment in me; indeed, all that is written of me is being ful-
filled.” ‘Look, Lord,” they said, ‘we have two swords here.” ‘Enough,
enough !’ he replied.

THEN HE WENT oUT and made his way as usual to the Mount of Olives,
accompanied by the disciples. When he reached the place he said to them,
‘Pray that you may be spared the hour of testing.’ He himself withdrew
from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and began to pray: ‘Father,

4 Orsaid tothem, ‘Ilonged ...’ b Some witnesses read For I tell you, I shallnot. ..
¢ Some witnesses add, in whole or in part, and with various arrangements, the following :
‘which is given for you; do this as a memorial of me.’ (20) In the same way he took the
cup after supper, and said, “This cup, poured out for you, is the new covenant sealed by
my blood.’ d Or trial; and as my Father gave me the right to reign, so I give you
the right to eat and to drink . . . and to sit . . .
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LUKE 22 The final conflict

if it be thy will, take this cup away from me. Yet not my will but thine be
done.’

And now there appeared to him an angel from heaven bringing him
strength, and in anguish of spirit he prayed the more urgently; and his
sweat was like clots of blood falling to the ground. @

When he rose from prayer and came to the disciples he found them
asleep, worn out by grief. ‘Why are you sleeping ?’ he said. ‘Rise and pray
that you may be spared the test.’

WHILE HE WAS STILL SPEAKING a crowd appeared with the man
called Judas, one of the Twelve, at their head. He came up to Jesus to
kiss him; but Jesus said, ‘Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with
a kiss?’ :

When his followers saw what was coming, they said, ‘Lord, shall we use
our swords?’ And one of them struck at the High Priest’s servant, cutting
off his right ear. But Jesus answered, ‘Let them have their way.” Then he
touched the man’s ear and healed him. 5

Turning to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and the
elders, who had come to seize him, he said, ‘Do you take me for a bandit,
that you have come out with swords and cudgels to arrest me? Day after
day, when I was in the temple with you, you kept your hands off me. But
this is your moment—the hour when darkness reigns.’

Then they arrested him and led him away. They brought him to the
High Priest’s house, and Peter followed at a distance. They lit a fire in the
middle of the courtyard and sat round it, and Peter sat among them. A
serving-maid who saw him sitting in the firelight stared at him and said,
‘This man was with him too.” But he denied it: “Woman,’ he said, ‘I do
not know him.” A little later someone else noticed him and said, “You also
are one of them.” But Peter said to him, ‘No, I am not.” About an hour
passed and another spoke more strongly still: ‘Of course this fellow was
with him. He must have been ; he is a Galilean.’ But Peter said, ‘Man, I do
not know what you are talking about.” At that moment, while he was still
speaking, a cock crew; and the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter
remembered the Lord’s words, ‘Tonight before the cock crows you will
disown me three times.’ ¢

The men who were guarding Jesus mocked at him. They beat him, they
blindfolded him, and they kept asking him, ‘Now, prophet, who hit you?
Tell us that.” And so they went on heaping insults upon him.

WHEN DAY BROKE, the elders of the nation, chief priests, and doctors
of the law assembled, and he was brought before their Council. “Tell us,’
they said, ‘are you the Messiah?’ ‘If I tell you,’ he replied, ‘you will not
believe me; and if I ask questions, you will not answer. But from now on,
the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of Almighty God.’4 ‘You
are the Son of God, then?’ they all said, and he replied, ‘It is you who say I

& Or ‘Let me do as much as this’, and
¢ Some witnesses add (62) He went outside,
d Literally of the Power of God.

@ Some witnesses omit And now . . . ground.
touching the man’s ear, he healed him.
and wept bitterly, as in Matthew 26. 73,
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am.’¢ They said, ‘Need we call further witnesses? We have heard it our-
selves from his own lips.’

With that the whole assembly rose, and they brought him before Pilate.
They opened the case against him by saying, ‘“We found this man subvert-
ing our nation, opposing the payment of taxes to Caesar, and claiming to be
Messiah, a king.’® Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ He

71

e

3

replied, “The words are yours.’¢ Pilate then said to the chief priests and 4

the crowd, ‘I find no case for this man to answer.’ But they insisted : ‘His
teaching is causing disaffection among the people all through Judaea. It
started from Galilee and has spread as far as this city.’

When Pilate heard this, he asked if the man was a Galilean, and on
learning that he belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction he remitted the case to
him, for Herod was also in Jerusalem at that time, When Herod saw Jesus
he was greatly pleased ; having heard about him, he had long been wanting
to see him, and had been hoping to see some miracle performed by him.
He questioned him at some length without getting any reply ; but the chief
priests and lawyers appeared and pressed the case against him vigorously.
Then Herod and his troops treated him with contempt and ridicule, and
sent him back to Pilate dressed in a gorgeous robe. That same day Herod
and Pilate became friends;; till then there had been a standing feud between
them.

Pilate now called together the chief priests, councillors, and people, and
said to them, ‘You brought this man before me on a charge of subversion.
But, as you see, I have myself examined him in your presence and found
nothing in him to support your charges. No more did Herod, for he has
referred him back to us. Clearly he has done nothing to deserve death. I
therefore propose to let him off with a flogging.” Butd there was a general
outcry, ‘Away with him! Give us Barabbas.” (This man had been put in
prison for a rising that had taken place in the city, and for murder.) Pilate
addressed them again, in his desire to release Jesus, but they shouted back,
‘Crucify him, crucify him!” For the third time he spoke to them: ‘Why,
what wrong has he done? I have not found him guilty of any capital offence.
I will therefore let him off with a flogging.” But they insisted on their
demand, shouting that Jesus should be crucified. Their shouts prevailed
and Pilate decided that they should have their way. He released the man
they asked for, the man who had been put in prison for insurrection and
murder, and gave Jesus up to their will.

As THEY LED HIM AWAY to execution they seized upon a man called
Simon, from Cyrene, on his way in from the country, put the cross on his
back, and made him walk behind Jesus carrying it.

Great numbers of people followed, many women among them, who
mourned and lamented over him. Jesus turned to them and said, ‘Daugh-
ters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; no, weep for yourselves and your
children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, “Happy are
4 Or You are right, for I am. & Or to be an anointed king. ¢ OrItis as

you say. d Some witnesses read (17) At festival time he was obliged to release one
person for them; (18) and now . . .
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the barren, the wombs that never bore a child, the breasts that never fed

) one.” Then they will start saying to the mountains, “Fall on us”, and to the
hills, “Cover us.” For if these things are done when the wood is green,
what will happen when it is dry?’

There were two others with him, criminals who were being led away to
execution ; and when they reached the place called The Skull, they crucified
him there, and the criminals with him, one on his right and the other on his
left. Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; they do not know what they are
doing.’¢

They divided his clothes among them by casting lots. The people stood
looking on, and their rulers jeered at him: ‘He saved others: now let him
save himself, if this is God’s Messiah, his Chosen.’ The soldiers joined in
the mockery and came forward offering him their sour wine. ‘If you are
the king of the Jews,’ they said, ‘save yourself.” There was an inscription
above his head which ran: ‘This is the king of the Jews.’ '

One of the criminals who hung there with him taunted him: ‘Are not
you the Messiah? Save ycurself, and us.” But the other rebuked him:
‘Have you no fear of God? You are under the same sentence as he. For us
itis plain justice ; we are paying the price for our misdeeds ; but this man has
done nothing wrong.” And he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come
to your throne.’® He answered, ‘I tell you this: today you shall be with me
in Paradise.’

By now it was about midday and a darkness fell over the whole land,
which lasted until three in the afternoon; the sun’s light failed. And the
curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus gave a loud cry and
said, ‘Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit’; and with these words he
died. The centurion saw it all, and gave praise to God. ‘Beyond all doubt’,
he said, ‘this man was innocent.’ ’

The crowd who had assembled for the spectacle, when they saw what
had happened, went home beating their breasts.

His FRIENDS had all been standing at a distance; the women who had
accompanied him from Galilee stood with them and watched it all.

Now there was a man called Joseph, a member of the Council, a good,
upright man, who had dissented from their policy and the action they had
taken. He came from the Judaean town of Arimathaea, and he was one
who looked forward to the kingdom of God. This man now approached
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Taking it down from the cross, he
wrapped itin a linen sheet, and laid it in a tomb cut out of the rock, in which
no one had been laid before. It was Friday, and the Sabbath was about to
begin.

The women who had accompanied him from Galilee followed ; they took
note of the tomb and observed how his body was laid. Then they went home
and prepared spices and perfumes; and on the Sabbath they rested in
obedience to the commandment. But on the Sunday morning very early
they came to the tomb bringing the spices they had prepared. Finding that

4 Some witnesses omit Jesus said, ‘Father . . . doing.’
in royal power.

6 Some witnesses read come
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the stone had been rolled away from the tomb, they went inside; but the
body was not to be found. While they stood utterly at a loss, all of a sudden
two men in dazzling garments were at their side. They were terrified, and
stood with eyes cast down, but the men said, ‘Why search among the dead
for one who lives?¢ Remember what he told you while he was still in
Galilee, about the Son of Man : how he must be given up into the power of
sinful men and be crucified, and must rise again on the third day.” Then
they recalled his words and, returning from the tomb, they reported all this
to the Eleven and all the others.

The women were Mary of Magdala, Joanna, and Mary the mother? of
James, and they, with the other women, told the apostles. But the story
appeared to them to be nonsense, and they would not believe them. ¢

THAT SAME DAY two of them were on their way to a village called Emmaus,
which lay about seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking
together about all thése happenings. As they talked and discussed it with
one another, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but
something kept them from seeing who it was. He asked them, ‘What is it
you are debating as you walk?’ They halted, their faces full of gloom, and
one, called Cleopas, answered, ‘Are you the only person staying in Jeru-
salem not to knowd what has happened there in the last few days?’ ‘What
do you mean?’ he said. ‘All this about Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied,
‘aprophet powerful in speech and action before God and the whole people ;
how our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death,
and crucified him. But we had been hoping that he was the man to liberate
Israel. What is more, this is the third day since it happened, and now some
women of our company have astounded us: they went early to the tomb,
but failed to find his body, and returned with a story that they had seen a
vision of angels who told them he was alive. So some of our people went to
the tomb and found things just as the women had said ; but him they did
not see.’

‘How dull you are!” he answered. ‘How slow to believe all that the
prophets said! Was the Messiah not bound to suffer thus before entering
upon his glory?’ Then he began with Moses and all the prophets, and
explained to them the passages which referred to himself in every part of
the scriptures.

By this time they had reached the village to which they were going, and
he made as if to continue his journey, but they pressed him: ‘Stay with us,
for evening draws on, and the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with
them. And when he had sat down with them at table, he took bread and
said the blessing; he broke the bread, and offered it to them. Then their
eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their
sight. They said to one another, ‘Did we not feel our hearts on fire as he
talked with us on the road and explained the scriptures to us?’

a Some witnesses insert He is not here: he has been raised. b Or wife, or daughter.
¢ Some witnesses add (12) Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb, and, peering in, saw
the wrappings and nothing more; and he went home amazed at what had happened.

d Or Have you been staying by yourself in Jerusalem, that you do not know . . .
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he had been recognized by them at the breaking of the bread.

‘Startled and terrified, they thought they were seeing a ghost. But he said,
Why are you so perturbed? Why do questionings arise in your minds?
Look at my hands and feet. It is I myself. Touch me and see; no ghost has
ﬂe:sh and bones as you can see that I have.b They were still unconvinced,
still wondfering, for it seemed too good to be true. So he asked them, ‘Have
you anything here to eat?” They offered him a piece of fish they had cooked
which he took and ate before their eyes. ’

‘And he said to them, “This is what I meant by saying, while I was still
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and in the

45 prophets and psalms was bound to be fulfilled.” Then he opened their

47
48
49

50
SI52

minds to understand the scriptures. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what is written:
that the Messiah is to suffer death and to rise from the dead on the third
day, and that in his name repentance bringing the forgiveness of sins is to
be_ proclaimed to all nations. Begin from Jerusalem; it is you who are the
witnesses to it all. And mark this: I am sending upon you my Father’s
promised gift; so stay here in this city until you are armed with the power
from above.’

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and blessed them with uplifted
hands;and in the act of blessing he parted from them.¢ And theyd returned

53 to Jerusalem with great joy, and spent all their time in the temple prais-

ing God.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
JOHN

The coming of Christ

HEN ALL THINGS BEGAN, the Word already was.*¢
The Word dwelt with God, and what God was, the Word was.

\ '1_‘he Word, then, was with God at the beginning, and through
him all things came to be; no single thing was created without him. All

4 that came to be was alive with his life, / and that life was the light of men.

The light shines on in the dark, and the darkness has never mastered it.

a Some witnesses insert And he said to them, ‘Peace be with you!
insert (40) After saying this he showed them his hands and feet.
afid and was carried up into heaven. d Some witnesses insert worshipped
hu:n and .. . ¢ Or The Word was at the creation. / Or no single created
thing came into being without him. There was life in him . . .

b Some witnesses
¢ Some witnesses
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Without a moment’s delay they set out and returned to Jerusalem. There
they fouqd that t}}e Eleven and the rest of the company had assembled, and
were saying, ‘It is true: the Lord has risen; he has appeared to Simon.’
Then they gave their account of the events of their journey and told how

As they were talking about all this, there he was, standing among them. ¢

e

Lac LQM‘)W A2 (NN /

The coming of Christ JOHN 1

There appeared a man named John, sent from God; he came as a wit-

He was not himself the light ; he came to bear witness to the light. The real

67)
ness to testify to the light, that all might become believers through him. [FAGA

8

light which enlightens every man was even then coming into the world.? 1OGij(

He was in the world ;® but the world, though it owed its being to him,
did not recognize him. He entered his own realm, and his own would not
receive him. But to all who did receive him, to those who have yielded him
their allegiance, he gave the right to become children of God, not born of
any human stock, or by the fleshly desire of a human father, but the off-
spring of God himself. So the Word became flesh;{he came to dwell
among us, and we saw his glory, such glory as befits the Father’s only Son,
full of grace and truth.

Here is John’s testimony to him: he cried aloud, ‘This is the man I
meant when I said, “He comes after me, but takes rank before me”; for
before 1 was born, he already was.’

Out of his full store we have all received grace upon grace; for while the
Law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
No one has ever seen God ; but God’s only Son, he who is nearest to the
Father’s heart, he has made him known.¢

THIs 1S THE TESTIMONY which John gave when the Jews of Jerusalem
sent a deputation of priests and Levites to ask him who he was. He con-
fessed without reserve and avowed, ‘I am not the Messiah.” ‘What then?
Are you Elijah?’ ‘No’, he replied. ‘Are you the prophet we await?’ He
answered ‘No.’ “Then who are you?’ they asked. ‘We must give an answer
to those who sent us. What account do you give of yourself ?” He answered
in the words of the prophet Isaiah: ‘I am a voice crying aloud in the wilder-
ness, “Make the Lord’s highway straight.”’

Some Pharisees who were in the deputation asked him, ‘If you are not
the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet, why then are you baptizing ?’
‘I baptize in water,” John replied, ‘but among you, though you do not know
him, stands the one who is to come after me. I am not good enough to un-
fasten his shoes.” This took place at Bethany beyond Jordan, where John
was baptizing.

The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him. ‘Look,” he said, ‘there
is the Lamb of God it is he who takes away the sin of the world. This is he
of whom I spoke when I said, “After me a man is coming who takes rank
before me” ; for before I was born, he already was. 1 myself did not know
who he was ; but the very reason why I came, baptizing in water, was that
he might be revealed to Israel.’

John testified further: ‘I saw the Spirit coming down from heaven like
a dove and resting upon him. I did not know him, but he who sent me to
baptize in water had told me, “When you see the Spirit coming down upon
someone and resting upon him, you will know that this is he who is to

2 Or The light was in being, light absolute, enlightening every man born into the world.
b Or The Word, then, was in the world. ¢ Some witnesses read but the only one,
the one nearest to the Father’s heart, has made him known; others read but the only one,
himself God, the nearest to the Father’s heart, has made him known.
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