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SUMMARY OF BOOK IV 

INVOCATION of the Muse (1-5).-Grief of Medea, who 
flies from the palace during the night and joins the 
Argonauts (6-91).-~y the aid of M~dea, Jason seizes 
and carries off the golden fleece, after which the 

Argonauts depart (92-211 ).-Pursued bg the Colchians, 
tht!!J land in Paphlagonia, where Argus shows them the 
route to take (212-293).-The Argonauts sail up the 

lster, bg a branch of which tht!!J make their way into the 

Adriatic, where tht!!J .find their progress barred bg the 
Colchians, who had come bg a shorter route (294-337).­
Agreement between the Argonauts and the Colchians: 

Medea's reproaches to Jason (338-451).-Murder of 
Apsyrtus by Jason : the Colchians give up the pursuit 
(452-551).-The Argonauts sail along the Eridanus 

into the Rhone, and reach the abode of Circe in ltaly 
(552-684).--Jason and Medea are puryfied bg Circe: the 

Argonauts pass the isle of the Sirens, Scylla, Charybdis, 
and the Planctae (685-981 ).-Arrival anwl{g the Phaea­
cians: here other Colchicms reclaim Medea, and, to p1·event 
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SUMMARY OF BOOK IV 

her surrender, her marriage.tvith Jason is celebrated (982-
1169).-Deparlttre of the ArgOttauts, tvho are driven b!J a 

storm on to the ,~yrtes: theg carry Argo Ott their shoulders 

to the Tritonian lake (1110-1484).-Deaths of CattthltS 

and MopS!tS (1485-1536).-The god Tritott condttets 

Argo from the lake into the sea ( 1537 -1637).-Episode 

of the giant Talos in Crete (1638-1693).-Arrillal at 

the isle Anaphe: the dream of EuphemltS, which is inter­

preted b!J Jason : arrival at Aegina and at Pagasae, the 

end of the VO!Jage (1694-1781). 
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BOOK IV 

Now do thou thyself, goddess Muse, daughter 
of Zeus, tell of the labour and wiles of the Colchian 
maiden. Surely my soul within me wavers wilh 
speechless amazemtmt as I ponder whether I should 
call it the lovesick grief of mad passion or a panic 
flight, through which she left the Colchian folk. 

Aeetes all night long with the bravest captains of 
his people was devising sheer treachery against the 
heroes, with fierce wrath in his heart at the issue of 
the hateful contest ; nor did he deem at all that 
these things were being accomplished without the 
knowledge of his daughters. 

But into Medea's heart Hera cast most grievous 
fear; and she trembled like a nimble fawn whom 
the baying of hounds hath terrified amid the thicket 
of a deep copse. For at once she truly forboded 
that the aid she had given was not hidden from her 
father, and that quickly she would fill up the cup of 
woe. And she dreaded the guilty knowledge of her 
handmaids ; her eyes were filled with fire and her 
ears rung with a terrible cry. Often did she clutch 
at her throat, and often did she drag out her hair 
by the roots and groan in wretched despair. There 
on that very day the maiden would have tasted 
the drugs and perished and so have made void the 
purposes of Hera, had not the goddess driven her, all 
bewildered, to flee with the sons of Phrixus ; and her 
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THE ARGONAUTICA, BOOK IV 

fluttering soul within her was comforted ; and then 
she poured from her bosom all the drugs back again 
into the casket. Then she kissed her bed, and the 
folding-doors on both sides, and stroked the walls, 
and tearing away in her hands a long tress of hair, 
she left it in the chamber for her mother, a memorial 
of her maidenhood, and thus lamented with passion­
ate voice: 

"I go, leaving this long tress here in my stead, 
0 mother mine ; take this farewell from me as I 
go far hence ; farewell Chalciope, and all my home. 
Would that the sea, stranger, had dashed thee to 
pieces, ere thou earnest to the Colchian land ! " 

Thus she spake, and from her eyes shed copious 
tears. And as a bondmaid steals away from a 
wealthy house, whom fate has lately severed from 
her native land, nor yet has she made trial of 
grievous toil, but still unschooled to misery and 
shrinking in terror from slavish tasks, goes about 
beneath the cruel hands of a mistress ; even so the 
lovely maiden rushed forth from her home. But 
to her the bolts of the doors gave way self-moved, 
leaping ·backwards at the swift strains of her magic 
song. And with bare feet she sped along the 
narrow paths, with her left hand holding her robe 
over her brow to veil her face and fair cheeks, 
and with her right lifting up the hem of her tunic. 
Quickly along the dark track, outside the towers 
of the spacious city, did she come in fear; nor did 
any of the warders note her, but she sped on unseen 
by them. Thence she was minded to go to the 
temple; for well she knew the way, having often 
aforetime wandered there in quest of corpses and 
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THE ARGONAUTICA, BOOK IV 

noxious roots of the earth, as a sorceress is wont 
to do; and her soul fluttered with quivering fear. 
And the Titanian goddess, the moon, rising from a far 
land, beheld her as she fled distraught, and fiercely 
exulted over her, and thus spake to her own 
heart: 

" Not I alone then stray to the Latmian cave, 
nor do I alone bum with love for fair Endymion; 
oft times with thoughts of love have I been driven 
away by · thy crafty spells, in order that in the 
darkness of night thou mightest work thy sorcery 
at ease, even the deeds dear to thee. And now thou 
thyself too hast part in a like mad passion ; and 
some god of affliction has given thee Jason to be 
thy grievous woe. Well, go on, and steel thy heart, 
wise though thou be, to take up thy burden of pain, 
fraught with many sighs." 

Thus spake the goddess; but swiftly the maiden's 
feet bore her, hasting on. And gladly did she g-ain 
the high bank of the river and beheld on the oppo­
site side the gleam of fire, which all night long the 
heroes were kindling in joy at the contest's issue. 
Then through the gloom, with clear-pealing voice 
from across the stream, she called on Phrontis, the 
youngest of Phrixus' sons, and he with his brothers 
and Aeson's son recognised the maiden's voice; and 
in silence his comrades wondered when they knew 
that it was so in truth. Thrice she called, and thrice 
at the bidding of the company Phrontis called out in 
reply ; and meantime the heroes were rowing with 
swift-moving oars in search of her. Not yet were 
they casting the ship's .hawsers upon the opposite 
bank, when Jason with light feet leapt to land from 
the deck above, and after him Phrontis and Argus, 
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THE ARGONAUTICA, BOOK IV 

sons of Phrixus, leapt to the ground; and she, 
clasping their knees with both hands, thus addressed 
them: 

" Save me, the hapless one, my friends, from 
Aeetes, and yourselves too, for all is brought to 
light, nor doth any remedy come. But let us flee 
upon the ship, before the king mounts his swift 
chariot. And I will lull to sleep the guardian 
serpent and give you the fleece of gold ; but do 
thou, stranger, make the gods witness of the vows 
thou hast taken on thyself for my sake ; and now 
that I have fled far from my country, make me not a 
mark for blame and dishonour for want of kinsmen." 

She spake in anguish ; but greatly did the heart 
of Aeson's son rejoice, and at once, as she fell at his 
knees, he raised her gently and embraced her, and 
spake words of comfort: "Lady, let Zeus of 
Olympus himself be witness to my oath, and Hera, 
queen of marriage, bride of Zeus, that I will set thee 
in my halls my own wedded wife, when we have 
reached the land of Hellas on our return." 

Thus he spake, and straightway clasped her right 
hand in his ; and she bade them row the swift ship 
to the sacred grove near at hand, in order that, 
while it was still night, they might seize and carry 
off the fleece against the will of Aeetes. Word and 
deed were one to the eager crew. For they took 
her on board, and straightway thrust the ship from 
shore ; and loud was the din as the chieftains . 
strained at their oars, but she, starting back, held 
out her hands in despair towards the shore. But 
Jason spoke cheering words and restrained her grief. 

Now at the hour when men have cast sleep from 
their eyes-huntsmen, who, trusting to their hounds, 
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THE ARGONAUTICA, BOOK IV 

never slumber away the end of night, but avoid 
the light of dawn lest, smiting with its white 
beams, it efface the track and scent of the quarry­
then did Aeson's son and the maiden step forth from 
the ship over a grassy spot, the" Ram's couch" as 
men call it, where it first bent its wearied knees in 
rest, bearing on its back the Minyan son of Athamas. 
And close by, all smirched with soot, was the base of 
the altar, which the Aeolid Phrixus once set up to 
Zeus, the aider of fugitives, when he sacrificed the 
golden wonder at the bidding of Hermes who 
graciously met him on the way. There by the 
counsels of Argus the chieftains put them ashore. 

And they two by the pathway came to the sacred 
grove, seeking the huge oak tree on which was hung 
the fleece, like to a cloud that blushes red with the 
fiery beams of the rising sun. But right in front 
the serpent with his keen sleepless eyes saw them 
coming, and stretched out his long neck and hissed 
in awful wise ; and all round the long banks of the 
river echoed and the boundless grove. Those 
heard it who dwelt in the Colchian land very far 
from Titanian Aea, near the outfall of Lycus, the 
river which parts from loud-roaring Araxes and 
blends his sacred stream with Phasis, and they twain 
flow on together in one and pour their waters into 
the Caucasian Sea. And through fear young 
mothers awoke, and round their new-born babes, 
who were sleeping in their arms, threw their hands 
in agony, for the small limbs started at that hiss. 
And as when above a pile of smouldering wood 
countless eddies of smoke roll up mingled with soot, 
and one ever springs up quickly after another, rising 
aloft from beneath in wavering wreaths ; so at that 
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THE ARGONAUTICA, BOOK IV 

time did that monster roll his countless coils 
covered with hard dry scales. And as he writhed, 
the maiden came before his eyes, with sweet voice 
calling to her aid Sleep, highest of gods, to charm 
the monster ; and she cried to the queen of the 
underworld, the night-wanderer, to be propitious to 
her enterprise. And Aeson's son followed in fear, 
but the serpent, already charmed by her song, was 
relaxing the long ridge of his giant spine, and 
lengthening out his myriad coils, like a dark wave, 
dumb and noiseless, rolling over a sluggish sea ; but 
still he raised aloft his grisly head, eager to enclose 
them both. in his murderous jaws. But she with a 
newly cut spray of juniper, dipping and drawing un­
tempered charms from her mystic brew, sprinkled 
his eyes, while she chanted her song; and all around 
the potent scent of the charm cast sleep ; and on 
the very spot he let his jaw sink down ; and far 
behind through the wood with its many trees were 
those countless coils stretched out. 

Hereupon Jason snatched the golden fleece from 
the oak, at the maiden's bidding; and she, standing 
firm, smeared with the charm the monster's head, till 
Jason himself bade her turn back towards their ship, 
and she left the grove of Ares, dusky with shade. 
And as a maiden catches on her finely wrought robe 
the gleam of the moon at the full, as it rises above 
her high-roofed chamber; and her heart rejoices as 
she beholds the fair ray ; so at that time did Jason 
uplift the mighty fleece in his hands ; and from the 
shimmering of the flocks of wool there settled on his 
fair cheeks and brow a red flush like a flame. And 
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great as is the hide of a yearling ox or stag, which 
huntsmen call a brocket, so great in extent was the 
fleece all golden above. Heavy it was, thickly 
clustered with flocks ; and as he moved along, even 
beneath his feet the sheen rose up from the earth. 
And he strode on now with the fleece covering 
his left shoulder from the height of his neck to 
his feet, and now again he gathered it up in his 
hands; for he feared exceedingly, lest some god or 
man should meet him and deprive him thereof. 

Dawn was spreading over the earth when they 
reached the throng of heroes ; and the youths mar­
velled to behold the mighty fleece, which gleamed 
like the lightning of Zeus. And each one started 
up eager to touch it and clasp it in his hands. But 
the son of Aeson restrained them all, and threw over· 
it a mantle newly-woven; and he led the maiden to 
the stern and seated her there, and spake to them 
all as, follows : 

"N:o longer now, my friends, forbear to return to 
your fatherland. For now the task for which we 
dared this grievous voyage, toiling with bitter sorrow 
of heart, has been lightly fulfilled by the maiden's 
counsels. Her-for such is her will-1 will bring 
home to be my wedded wife ; do ye preserve her, 
the glorious saviour of all Achaea and of yourselves. 
For of a surety, I ween, will Aeetes come with his 
host to bar our passage from the river into the sea. 
But do some of you toil at the oars in turn, 
sitting man by man ; and half of you raise your 
shields of oxhide, a ready defence against the darts 
of the enemy, and guard our return. And now in 
our hands we hold the fate of our children and dear 
country and of our aged parents ; and on our venture 
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v ' I "'' • '"' 'E"" .l • A.. ~ Hrxop.ev· 1Jfi-€7'€P?J o €7repeweTat 1'""'"'" e.,opp.'[/, 
" A,. 1 • \ I ~<>- ' I e J 1]€ /CaTTJ.,€t1JV, 1J /Cat p.eya /CVoos- apeu at. 
~n A,. I '>' ~ '>' \ I > > I \ '>'' J 1 

s- .,aTo, ovve oe Tevxe ap1Jta· TO~ o tax1Juav 
8eCT7T'ECTtOV p.ep.aroT€\'. 0 oe fl<!Jos- E/C /COA€0W 

I "" ' 1 , \ 1 t 'II ..,,,. u7rauuap.evos- 7rpvp.vata veos- a7ro 7T'EtCT p.aT £/CO '1' ev. 
/i'YX' oe 7rap8evtiCTJS' IC€1COpv8 p.evos- l8vvTfJpt 
'A'Y!Calrp 7rape~aCT/C€V" E'TT'El"f£7'0 o' elpeu[y V'YJVS' 210 

I II ""' Jl lf'k ' \ h._ I CT7T£PXOf1-€V(JlV ap.oTOV 7T'07'ap.ov a.,ap €/C'TOS' €1\.aCTCTat. 
"HoTJ o' Al~T!l u7rep~vopt 7raut Te KoA.xots­

M 1JOEl1]s- 7r€pi7rUCT7'0S' ep(J)\' /Cat EP"f' ETETV/C7'0. 

ES' o' lvyop~v U"fEpovT' lvt TEVXECTtv" i5uua oe 7T'OV7'0V 
ICVp.aTa xetp.eploto ICOpvaueTat lE av€p.oto, 
~ oua </JvA.A.a xap.Q.~e 7rEpt1CA.aoeos- 7T'Euev ilATJS' 
A,. "\ "\ I ' \ I I • '"' I .,v"""oxorp ev~ fi-T}Vt-nS' av Taoe 7'£1CP.-1Jpat7'o;-
~S' oi. a7retpeutot 7T'OTap.ov 7Tapep.€7peov ox8as-, 
ICAa'Y'Yfi p.atp.WOV7'€S'" 0 o' eimJIC'T!p lvt ol</Jprp 
Al~T"lS' t7r7T'OtCTt f1-ETE7rpE7r£V, oils- oi. o7rauuev 220 
'HI" ~ ' "' .. J. ' I €1\.WS', 7T'VOt]JCTtV €€to0,-:VOVS' aVEfl-0£0, 
CT/Caty fi-EV p' EVL X£tpt CTa/COS' 0£V(J)7'0V ae(p(J)V, 
Tfi o' ETEP?J 7T'€VIC1JV 7r€pt fi-~IC€a. 7rap oe oi. €trxos-
aV7't1CpV 7'€7'aVVCT7'0 7rEAwptov. ~v(a o' t7r7T'(J)V 
"fE':!O xepo'iv.v A VVfTO\' •• U7T€1C7T'P,O oe, 7T'IOVTOV eTap.vev 
VTJVS' ~01] 1CpaT€p0tCTtV €7T'€l"f0f1-€V71 €p€TrJCTW, 

\ 1"\ ~ ~ I < le /Cat p.e"fa"'ov 7T'OTap.oto ICaTafJ"'(J)CT/COVTt oee pp. 
' ' , 1: , ' , ... ' I avTap avac;; aTTJ 7T'O!'-V7T'1Jf1-0Vt ~etpas- aetpas-

'HeA.tov /Cat Z1]va ICa/Crov lmp.apTvpas- EP"f(J)V 
/CE/CA€TO' Oetva Oe 7raV7't 7Tapauxeoov ~7T'V€ Aa~, 230 
el p.~ oi ICOVp1JV av7'a"fp€7'0V, ~ ava "fa'iav, 
~ 7T'A(J)TqS' eupovTES' eT' elv UAOS' olop.an vfJa, 

1 l'flls Rzach : l'ftlos MSS. 
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all Hellas depends, to reap either the shame of 
failure or great renown." 

Thus he spake, and donned his armour of war ; 
and they cried aloud, wondrously eager. And he 
drew his sword from the sheath and cut the hawsers 
at the stern. And near the maiden he took his 
stand ready armed by the steersman Ancaeus, and 
with their rowing the ship sped on as they strained 
desperately to drive her clear of the river. 

By this time Medea's love and deeds had become 
known to haughty Aeetes and to all the Colchians. 
And they thronged to the assembly in arms; and 
countless as the waves of the stormy sea when they 
rise crested by the wind, or as the leaves that fall 
to the ground from the wood with its myriad 
branches in the month when the leaves fall-who 
could reckon their tale ?-so they in countless 
qumber poured along the banks of the river shout­
ing in frenzy; and in his shapely chariot Aeetes 
shone forth above all with his steeds, the gift of 
Helios, swift as the blasts of the wind. In his left 
hand he raised his curved shield, and in his right a 
huge pine-torch, and near him in front stood up his 
mighty spear. And Apsyrtus held in his hands the 
reins of the steeds. But already the ship was 
cleaving the sea before her, urged on by stalwart 
oarsmen, and the stream of the mighty river rushing 
down. But the king in grievous anguish lifted his 
hands and called on Helios and Zeus to bear 
witness to their evil deeds ; and terrible threats he 
uttered against all his people, that unless they 
should with their own hands seize the maiden, either 
on the land or still finding the ship on the swell of 
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"1: , e , , .,. , , asOV<T£11, Kat VJ.WV €V£1ri\.TJ<T€£ JUV€a£V(J)V 
TluauOat TaS€ wavra, Sa~<TOVTa£ K€cf>aA.fiutv 
'TrcLVTa xoA.ov Kal 'Tra<Tav E~V V'Tr00E'Yf£€VOt 11TTJV. 

•n "A.. 'A'' '~~'''" K'" .u~ €yaT L'TJT'TJ~· avT~ o €V£ TJil.aT£ 01\.XO£ 
vija~ T' €lpvuuavro, Kat l1pJJ.€Va VTJV<Tl f)aA.ovro, 

' ~ ~· " , ' , ' ~ , A.. , 
aV'T~ 0 'TJjl.4'T£ 'TrOVTOV UVTJ£0V• OVO€ K€ yatTJ~ 

Touuov VTJlTTJV uToA.ov EJJ.JUVat, ciA.A.' olrovc'dv 
lA.aSov 11<T7T€TOV eOvo~ E'Trtf)poJJ.E€£V 7r€M"f€<T<TW. 

Oi o' aVEJl.OV A.at'tTJpa 8€a~ f)ovA.fiuw aEVTO~ 
''H "A..'" ' II"! ~I PTJ~, oyp roKtuTa KaKov €1\Nao ooJ.Wt<TtV 
Alat"' M~o€ta II€A.aury{oa rya'iav tJCYJTat, 
1}o'i lvl TptTaT'{I wpVJJ.V~<Tta V'TJO~ E07Juav 
IIacf>A.aryovrov aK'Tfi<Tt, 7rapot8' ,, AA.vo~ 'TrOTaJ.WtO. 
• ' .~..· 'I: a ' • I e e ' '1 ryap <Ty €sawo,..,avra~ ap€uuau at V€€<T<T£V 

1}vriYy€£ 'EKaT7JV. Kal s~ Ta JJ.Ev, O<T<Ta ev,A.~v 
/ I I I t1 Kovp7J wopuav€ovua T£TV<TK€'To, Jl.'TJT€ 'Tt~ t<TTrop 

€tTJ, JJ.~T· lJJ.€ evJJ.o~ lwoTpvv€t€v a€to€w. 
"Y •s::.a. I ' "~ '1:1 , a.,oJJ.a£ avv,,uat• 'TO "f€ Jl.'TJV €oO~ €r,.€T£ K€£VOV, 
0 pa O€q, 7]pro€~ bl P"''YJJ.t<T£V eS€tjJ.4V, 
civSpautv o"[rtryovot<T£ JJ.Ev€£ Kat TTJJJ.O~ loeuOat. 

Au'TtKa S' AluoviOTJ~ EJJ.V~<TaTo, q(Jv o€ Kat ri.A.A.ot 
7}pro€~, <f>tvfJo~, & o~ wA.oov /1:\.A.ov E€£7r€V 
'1: A" " a ' I ~· ' ' €!> LTJ~ €<T<T€<Tuat• avrot<T'TO~ 0 €'T€'TVKTO 
wautv ojJ.cd~. "Apryo~ S€ A£Aa10Jl.EVO£~ ciryop€V<T€V" 

'N t<T<TOf£€8' '0 PXOJJ.€vov T~v EXPa€v ilJJ.JJ.L 7r€p9Jo-at 
, "~ , " 1: , a I e 

V7JJJ.€PTTJ~ 00€ Jl.aVT£~, OT~ sVV€1-''TJ'T€ 7rapot €V. 

eu'Ttv ryap ?TA.oo~ 11A.A.o~. &v ciOavaTrov l€pTJ€~ 
'TT'Ecf>paoov, oi' S~fJ'YJ~ Tptrrov{oo~ EK"f€ryaautv. 
oiJ'TT(J) T€{p€a 'TraVTa, TeL T' OUpavij> €[A{<T<TOVTat, 
OUOE Tt 7f'(J) .:1avac'dv l€pov ryevo~ ~€V aKOV<Ta£ 
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the open sea, and bring her back, that so he. might 
satisfy his eager soul with vengeaQce for all those 
deeds, at the cost of their own lives they should 
learn and abide all his rage and revenge. 

Thus spake Aeetes; and on that same day 
the Colchians launched their ships and cast the 
tackle on board, and on that same day sailed forth 
on the sea; thou wouldst not say so mighty a host 
was a fleet of ships, but that a countless flight of 
birds, swarm on swarm, was clamouring over the sea. 

Swiftly the wind blew, as the goddess Hera 
planned, so that most quickly Aeaean Medea might 
reach the Pelasgian land, a bane to the house of 
Pelias, and on the third morn they bound the ship's 
stern cables to the shores of the Paphlagonians, at the 
mouth of the river Halys. For Medea bade them land 
and propitiate Hecate with sacrifice. Now all that the 
maiden prepared for offering the sacrifice may no m8Jl 
know, and may my soul not urge me to sing thereof. 
Awe restrains my lips, yet from that time the altar 
which the heroes raised on the beach to the goddess 
remains till now, a sight to men of a later day. 

And straightway Aeson's son 1md the rest of the 
heroes bethought them of Phineus, how that he had 
said that their course from Aea should be different, 
but to all alike his meaning was dim. . Then Argus 
spake, and they eagerly hearkened : 

" We go to Orchomenus, whither that unerring 
seer, whom ye met aforetime, foretold your voyage. 
For there is another course, signified by those 
priests of the immortal gods, who have sprung 
from Tritonian Thebes. As yet all the stars that 
wheel in the heaven were not, nor yet, though one 
should inquire, could aught be heard of the sacred 
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7rw8oplvotc;· olot o' ~uav 'Ap!Caoec; 'A'TT'toavi]ec;, 
• Ap!CaO€<;, ot /Cat 7rpou8e 11'€A7JVal7J<; UOEOVTat 
~"' A, ' ""' ' " '"''IT.... ' .,wew, 't''l"fOV eoOVT€<; ev oupeuw· ouoe e"'auryt<; 
xewv TOT€ /ClJOa"Alf£0tt1'£V avaUU€TO D.euiCaXlovuw, 
.3. " ''H ' ........ ' ' .... I •tf£0<; OT €pt7J 'IT'OI\.lli\.'TJlO<; €1Cl'-7Jtt1'TO, 
p.~T'TJP Arryu'TT'-roc; 7rpo-rep7J"'fEvewv al~7Jrov, 
/Cat 7ro-rap.oc; Tpl-rwv ~vppooc;, i> ~'TT'o 'TT'aua 
llpoe-rat 'Hept'TJ· D.to8ev o€ p.w oii'TT'o-re oevet 
op./3poc;· aXtc; 7rpoxoflut o' avau-raxvouuw llpoupat. , e !.'I , .1.. , 1: !.' , ~ '!.' ~ ev ev o7J nva 't'aut 7rept5 ota 'TT'auav ooeuuat 
Evpw7r7Jv 'Aut7Jv -re f3lv "al. !Cap-rei Xarov 

,1.. I e I O' I !t' >I u't'wt-repwv apuet T€ 'TT'E'TT'Ot o-ra· p.upta o au'T'TJ 
vauua-r' E7T'O£XOJ.LE.VO<;, Ttt p.ev 11 7ro8t vateTCiouutv, 
~€ /Cat oil· 'TT'ouXvc; ryap llo7Jv e7rev~vo8ev alwv. 
Ala rye p.~v ~T£ viiv p.evet ~p.7reoov ulwvot -re 
TC;wo' avoprov, otJc; ourye 1Ca8iuua-ro vatep.ev Alav, 
ot 0~ TO£ rypa'TT'TV<; 'TT'a-repwv e8ev elpvoVTat, 

I Q f >I ~ '!.' \ i I ' >I ICUpfJta<;, ot<; evt 7rauat ooot /Cat 'TT'Etpa-r eautv 
vrypi]c; T€ -rpaf/>epi]c; T€ 'TT'Ept~ E'TT'tVtG'UOplvotutv. 
~ern o€ Tt<; 'TT'o-rap.Oc;, ~'TT'a-rov ICEpac; '!l"eavo£o, 
eupvc; T€ 7rpo/3a8~c; T€ /Cat OAKcLO£ V7Jl. 7r€pi]uat• 
"lu-rpov p.tv /CaAEOV'T€<; e/Ca<; Ot€'T€1Cp.~pav-ro· 
&c; or] TO£ -re[wc; J.LE11 U7Tetpova TEJ.LVET' llpoupav 
elc; oloc;· 7T'7J'Yat ryap u7rep 'TT'Voti]c; {3opeao 
'Pt7ralot<; EV opeuutv U7T'07Tpo8t p.opp.upouuw. 
aXX' 07TOTaV Elpv!CroV '!1Cu8€wv -r' E7rt/3~u€Tat oilpouc;, 
~vea 0£Xll TO p.ev ~vea J.L€T' 'Iovi7]V 1 aXa /3aAA€£ 

1 /-I<T' ~tf'YI" Gerhard : 1-1•8' 111-'•Tlp'Y/" Fitch after Wilamowitz­
Moellendorff. 
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race of the Danai. Apidanean Arcadians alone 
existed, Arcadians who lived even before the moon, 
it is said, eating acorns on the hills ; nor at that time 
was the Pelasgian land ruled by the glorious sons of · 
Deucalion, in the days when Egypt, mother of men of 
an older time, was called the fertile Morning-land, 
and the river fair-flowing Triton, by which all the 
Morning-land is watered; and never does the rain 
from Zeus moisten the earth ; but from the flooding 
of the river abundant crops spring up. From this 
land, it is said, a king 1 made his way all round 
through the whole of Europe and Asia, trusting 
in the might and strength and courage of his people ; 
and countless cities did he found wherever he came, '/ 
whereof some are still inhabited and some not; 
many an age hath passed since then, But Aea 
abides unshaken even now and the sons of those 
men whom that king settled to dwell in Aea. They 
preserve the writings of their fathers, graven on 
pillars, whereon are marked all the ways and the 
limits of sea and land as ye journey on all sides 
round. There is a river, the uttermost hom of 
Ocean, broad and exceeding deep, that a merchant 
ship may traverse ; they call it Ister and have marked 
it far off; and for a while it cleaves the boundless 
tilth alone in one stream ; for beyond the blasts 
of the north wind, far off in the Rhipaean mountains, 
its springs burst forth with a roar. But when it 
enters the boundaries of the Thracians and Scythians, 
here, dividing its stream into two, it sends its 
waters partly into the Ionian sea,2 and partly to the 

1 The allusion is to Sesostris, see Herod. ii. 102 foil. 
2 Or, reading 7,p.ETtp'f/v, "into our sea." The Euxine is 

meant in any case and the word Ionian is therefore wrong. 
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south into a deep gulf that bends upwards from the 
Trinacrian sea, that sea which lies along your land, 

- if indeed Achelous flows forth from your land." 
Thus he spake, and to them the goddess granted 

a happy portent, and all at the sight shouted 
approval, that this was their appointed path. For 
before them appeared a trail of heavenly light, 
a sign where they might pass. And gladly they 
left behind there the son of Lycus and with canvas 
outspread sailed over the sea, with their eyes on the 
Paphlagonian mountains. But they did not round 
Carambis, for the winds and the gleam of the 
heavenly fire stayed with them till they reached 
Ister's mighty stream. 

Now some of the Colchians, in a vain search, 
passed out from Pontus through the Cyanean rocks ; 
but the rest went to the river, and them Apsyrtus led, 
and, turning aside, he entered the mouth called Fair. 
Wherefore he outstripped the heroes by crossing a 
neck of land into the furthest gulf of the Ionian sea. 
For a certain island is enclosed by Ister, by name 
Peuce, three-cornered, its base stretching along the 
coast, and with a sharp angle towards the river ; and 
round it the outfall is cleft in two. One mouth they 
call the mouth of Narex, and the other, at the lower 
end, the Fair mouth. And through this Apsyrtus and 
his Colchians rushed with all speed ; but the heroes 
went upwards far away towards the highest part of 
the island. And in the meadows the country 
shepherds left their countless flocks for dread of the 
ships, for they deemed that they were beasts coming 
forth from the monster-teeming sea. For never yet 
before had they seen seafaring ships, neither the 
Scythians mingled with the Thracians, nor the 

315 

o;g;,,ed by Coogle 



APOLLONIUS RHODIUS 

oi!T' ouv rpavtcevtot, oW' oi 1rep't Aavptov 7lo'1 
Iwoo't lp7Jp.a'iov 1re0£ov p.erya vate-raoVTe~. 
airrap mel -r' -Aryryovpov 15po~, tca't l11rw8ev lov-ra 
'Aryryovpov 15peor; utco7reA.ov 1rapa KavA.tatco'io, 1 

rP 7rept 0~ uxl,wv -Iu-rpo~ poov lv8a Ka't ev8a 
a,.,..,.- '" ' ~' ' A , ' '·•~ fJU/\.1\A:£ a"'o~, 7rE0£0V T€ TO avptOV 7JjL€t"t'aVTO, 
0~ pa TOT€ Kpovl7]V KoA.xot aA.ao' EK7Tp0p.OAOVT€~ 
1rav-ry, p.~ acpe A.a8otev, v7reTp.~~avTo KeA.evOov~. 
oi o' l57rt8ev 'TrOTap.oio KaT~A.v8ov, '" o' E7rfp7Juav 
~ ' 'A I II' B Ill' ' '8 I oota~ p-rep.toor; pvry7]toa~ ary}(o t V7Juov~. 
-rrov o' 71-rot hepy p.€v EV tepov EUKEV eOE0Aov· 
, N , , " e , , .,. I 'A·•~ , ev o eTepy, 'Tr"-'YJ vv 7TE'f'v"'aryp.evot 'I' vpToto, 
/3aivov- l1re't tcelvar; 7ToA.ewv A.l1rov ;,,SoOt v~uov~ 
ai!Twr;, a'op.evot KOVP7JV ~to~· ai o€ 0~ /i,A.A.at 
u-retvop.evat KoA.xotut 7Topov~ eipvv-ro 8aA&uu7J~. 
~~ OE tca't elr; 11A.A.a~ 2 7rATJ8vv Al'TrEV aryxo8t v~uovr; 

I , .... .,. ~ ~ 'Nl ~ -p.eu'f'a ""a"'aryrywvo~ 7rOTap.ov Kat eunoor; at7J~· 
"Ev8a tce A.evryaA.ey Mtvvat -ro-re 07Jto-ri]n 

7ravpo-repot 'TrAEOVEUUtV V7rEltca8ov· aA.A.a 7Tapot8ev 
uvv8eu£7JV, p.€rya VE'itco~ aAEVap.EVOt, ETap.OVTO" 

,.. \I '',k t\f'/ 
tcwa~ p.ev pvuetov, E7rE£ u'f'tutv av-ro~ V'TrEUTTJ 
Al~TTJ~, €£ tceivot ava7TA~U€tav MBAov~. 
" II' > ~ I , I 'f: I " ~ 1-,. 
EjL'TrEOOV EVO£K£'ll U'f'Ea~ EsEp.EV, €£T€ 001\.0tUtV, 

" I > ""' ~~ " >' ' , EtTE Kat al""f'aot7JV av-rw~ aetcov-ro~ a7r7Jvpwv· 
airrap M ~Oetav rye-TO ryap 7rfMV ap.cp~ptUTOV-
7rap8eu8at tcovpy A7J-rwlot voucptv op.lA.ov, 
eluotce n~ Ottcauyut 8ep.taTovxwv {3autA.~wv, 
ei-re p.tv el~ 7TaTpor; XPE£6> Oop.ov aun~ itcavetv, 
EtTE p.e8' 'EA.A.aOa rya'iav aptUT~EUUtV e7TEU8at. 

1 KcwAcarcoio L by correction, and a variant in scholia ; 
see also Steph. Byz. under Ka11Acrcol : Ka11rcucoio LG. 

2 c\KTc\s two inferior MSS. 
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Sigynni, nor yet the Graucenii, nor the Sindi that 
now inhabit the vast desert plain of Laurium. But 
when they had passed near the mount Angurum, 
and the cliff of Cauliacus, far from the mount 
Angurum, round which Ister, dividing his stream, falls 
into the sea on this side and on that, and the Laurian 
plain, then indeed the Colchians went forth into the 
Cronian sea and cut off all the ways, to prevent their 
foes' escape. And the heroes came down the river 
behind and reached the two Brygean isles of Artemis 
near at hand. Now in one of them was a sacred 
temple; and on the other they landed, avoiding the 
host of Apsyrtus ; for the Colchians had left these 
islands out of many within the river, just as they 
were, through reverence for the daughter of Zeus ; 
but the rest, thronged by the Colchians, bar1ed the 
ways to the sea. And so on other islands too, close 
by, Apsyrtus left his host as far as the river Salangon 
and the N estian land. 

There the Minyae would at that time have yielded 
in grim fight, n few to many ; but ere then they 
made a covenant, shunning a dire quarrel; as ·to the 
golden fleece, that since Aeetes himself had so pro­
mised them if they should fulfil the contests, they 
should keep it as justly won, whether they carried it 
off by craft or even openly in the king's despite; but 
as to Medea-for that was the cause of strife-that 
they should give her in ward to" Leto's daughte,r 
apart from the throng, until some one of the kings 
that dispense justice should utter his doom, whether 
she must return to her father's home or follow the 
chieftains to the land of Hellas. 
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Now when the maiden had mused upon all this, 
sharp anguish shook her heart unceasingly; and 
quickly she called forth Jason alone apart from his 
comrades, and led him aside until they were far 
away, and before his face uttered her speech all 
broken with sobs : 

"What is this purpose that yeare now devising about 
me, 0 son of Aeson ? Has thy triumph utterly cast 
forgetfulness upon thee, and reckest thou nothing of 
all that thou spakest when held fast by necessity ? 
whither are fled the oaths by Zeus the suppliants' 
god, whither are fled thy honied promises ? for 
which in no seemly wise, with shameless will, I 
have left my country, the glories of my home and 
even my parents-things that were dearest to me ; 
and far away all alone I am borne over the sea with 
the plaintive kingfishers because of thy trouble, in 
order that I might save thY. life in fulfilling the 
contests with the oxen and the earthborn men. 
Last of all the fleece-when the matter became 
known, it was by my folly thou didst win it ; and a 
foul reproach have I poured on womankind. 
Wherefore I say that as thy child, thy bride and thy 
sister, I follow thee to the land of Bellas. Be ready 
to stand by me to the end, abandon me not left 
forlorn of thee when thou dost visit the kings. But 
only save me ; let justice and right, to which we 
have both agreed, stand firm ; or else do thou 
at once shear through this neck with the sword, 
that I may gain the guerdon due to my mad passion. 
Poor wretch ! if the king, to whom you both commit 
your cruel covenant, doom me to belong to my 
brother. How shall I come to my father's sight? 
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~ 1ul>.' EIJKAEt~'; ·riva S' ov TLcnv, ~€ ~ape'iav 
llnw ou a-,;,uryepw<> Setvwv inrep, ola eoP'Ya, aso 
ch>.~a(l); uu S€ /C€11 8up:qUa voaTov g>._oto; 
p.~ Torye 7rap.~auf.>.eta ~to<; Te>.€ueuv llJCotns-, 
{J E'TT'LIWStciet<;. p.v~uato S€ Kal 7roT' EJ.tE'io, 
O"TPEIJ'YOJ.tEVO<; Kap.chotut• OEpCJ<; S€ TO£ luov ove/pot<; 
o£xotT' el<; epe~o<; JJ.€TOJ.£WV/OV. f/C S€ 0"€ 'TT'CLTfYYI<; 
aUTL/€' €p.a/ u' €>..auetav 'EptVVE<;' CJia Kal avT~ 
ufi 7ra8ov aTpo7riTJ. Ttt JJ.EV OU 8ep.L<; cLKpaavTa 
EV ryaiy 7T'€0"E€£11, p.ci"Aa ryttp peryav 1}>-tTE<; opKOV, 
V1'JA€E<;' a>.>.' oil 81}v p.ot bn>.Al~oVT€<; O'TTLO"O"(l) 
S~v euueu8' eiiK?]AO£ ;K?]TL rye uuv8eutarov.' 390 

·n A. I , , ,., • ' Q , '" " ~· " <;. yUT UVU~EtOIJO"a fJapuv XO"-OV' tETO 0 7J'Y€ 
IIlja KaTaif>>-eea£, Ota T' ep.'TT€00 'TT'cLVTa KEMO"at, 
€v S€ 'TTEO"E'iv aiiTT] p.a>.epfj> 7rupl. TOta S' 'I~O"(l)V 
p.et>.txlot<; €7reeuutv v7roooe£ua<; 7rpou€et7rev· 

'"Iuxeo, Mtp.ovi?]· Ttt p.Ev avoavet ouS' €p.ol avTfj>. 
a>.>.a nv' ap.~OAL?]V Ot~~J.£E8a S?]tOTijTo<;, 
OC10"0V SuO"J.tEVE(l)V avSpwv veif>o<; ap.l/>tSeo7JEII 
EtVEKa O"EV. 'TTcLVT€<; ryap, 00"0£ xBova T~vSe v€p.ovrat, 
'A ,Yvpnp J.£Ep.aautv ci.p.uv€J.£Ev, lJlf>pa ue 'TT'aTpt, 
ola TE A1]ta8e'iuav, v'TToTpo7rov otJCao' llryot,,To. 400 
UUTOt o€ O"TIJ"fEpfj> KEV OAOLJ.£E8a 'TT'cLVT€<; o>.€8pcp, 
p.£eavTE<; Oaf· xe£pa<;• 0 TOL Kal pLrytOV a).,ryo<; 
eO"O"ETat, EL C1€ BaiiOIIT€<; ;>.,(l)p Keiii0£0"£ >-l'TT'OLJJ.€11. 

· f]Se S€ uu118eut17 Kpa11eet So>.ov, c; J.£111 l<t llT?'JV 
~~uop.ev. ovS' &11 op.w<; 7rEptvat€rat aiiT£0(1)0"£11 
K 1.... .. ,/.. I f \ I I ,/.. >I O"'XO£<; ?]pa yEpOVT€<; IJ'TT'Ep 0"€0 IIOO"y£11 avaKTO<;, 

1 O.vu\dou<Til Ruhnken : O.vul(ou<Ta MSS. 
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Will it be with a good name? What revenge, what . 
heavy calamity shall I not endure in agony for 
the terrible deeds I have done? And wilt thou win 
the return that thy heart desires? Never may 
Zeus' bride, the queen of all, in whom thou dost 
glory, bring that to pass. Mayst thou some time 
remember me when thou art racked with anguish ; 
may the fleece like a dream vanish into the nether 
darkness on the wings of the wind ! And may my 
avenging Furies forthwith drive thee from thy 
country, for all that I have suffered through thy 
cruelty ! These curses will not be allowed to fall un­
accomplished to the ground. A mighty oath hast 
thou transgressed, ruthless one ; but not long shalt 
thou and thy comrades sit at ease casting eyes of 
mockery upon me, for all your covenants." 

Thus she spake, seething with fierce wrath; and she 
longed to set fire to the ship and to hew it utterly . 
in pieces, and herself to fall into the raging flame. 
But Jason, half afraid, thus addressed her with 
gentle words : 

"Forbear, lady; me too this pleases not. But we 
seek some respite from battle, for such a cloud of 
hostile men, like to a fire, surrounds us, on thy account. 
For all that inhabit this land are eager to aid 
Apsyrtus, that they may lead thee back home to thy 
father, like some captured maid. And all of us . 
would perish in hateful destruction, if we closed 
with them in fight ; and bitterer still will be the 
pain, if we are slain and leave thee to be their prey. 
But this covenant will weave a web of guile to lead 
him to ruin. Nor will the people of the land for thy 
sake oppose us, to favour the Colchians, when their 
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prince is no longer with them, who is thy champion 
and thy brother; nor will I shrink from matching 
myself in fight with the Colchians, if they bar my 
way homeward." 

Thus he spake soothing her ; and she uttered a 
deadly speech: "Take heed now. For when sorry 
deeds are done we must needs devise sorry counsel, 
since at first I was distraught by my error, .and by 
heaven's will it was I wrought the accomplishment 
of evil desires. Do thou in the turmoil shield me 
from the Colchians' spears ; and I will beguile 
Apsyrtus to come into thy hands-do thou greet 
him with splendid gifts-if only I could persuade 
the heralds on their departure to bring him alone to 
hearken to my words. Thereupon if this deed 
pleases thee, slay him and raise a conflict with the 
Colchians, I care not." 

So they two agreed and prepared a great web of 
guile for Apsyrtus, and provided many gifts such 
as are due to guests, and among them gave a 
sacred robe of Hypsipyle, of crimson hue. The 
Graces with their own hands had wrought it for 
Dionysus in sea-girt Dia, and he gave it to his son 
Thoas thereafter, and Thoas left it to Hypsipyle, 
and she gave that fair-wrought guest-gift with many 
another marvel to Aeson's son to wear. Nev.er 
couldst thou satisfy thy sweet desire by touching it 
or gazing on it. And from it a divine fragrance 
breathed from the time when the king of Nysa him­
self lay to rest thereon, flushed with wine and n~ctar, 
as he clasped the beauteous breast of the maiden­
daughter of Minos, whom once Theseus forsook in 
the island of Dia, when she had followed him from 
Knossus. And when she had worked upon the 
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8€AryEf.L€V, Etn-' av 7rpw-ra 8€08 7r€p't, V'TJOV LI<'TJ'Tat 
uvv8€u[y, VVI<'TO<; T€ f.LEMV I<VE<f>ar; af.L¢tf3a:\yutv, 
'' l)l ".I. t' 1-, _ .I. I ff <-, ~ 

EIWEf.L€V, o..,pa 001\,{)V UVf.L't'patrU€Tat, W<; I<€V €"'0VCTa 
XPUU€tOV f.LErya I<Wa<; lnro-rpo7rO<; avnr; O'Tr[uuru 
/3a['TJ E<; Al~-rao OOf.LOV<;• 7r€p't, ryap f.LLV avary"'!l .uo 
vifiEr; cf>p[gow oouav gElvotuw &ryEu8at• 
-ro£a 7rapat¢af.LEV'TJ 8€:\"-r~pta <f>apf.La"' ~7rauuEv 
al8€pt "a~ 7rvotfiut, -ra ~<Ev "a~ &7rru8Ev eov-ra 
d,'Yptov ~:\t/3a-roto "a-r' oilpEor; ~ryarye 8fipa. 

Ix~hA.t' "Eprur;, JJ-rya 7rfif.La, JJ-€rya u-ruyor; av8pw-
7rotutv, 

'" u€8ev ou:\oJJ-Eva[ -r' ~ptOE~ u-rovaxat -re ryoot TE, 

/1,:\ryEa -r' &:\:\' E7rl 'TOtULJI a7r€lpova 'T€TP~xautv. 
OVUJJ-EVEWV E7r~ 'Tratul "opuuueo, Oatf.LOV, a€p8€[<;, 
olor; M'TJOE[y u-rvryep~v <f>pEu~v ~JJ-f3a:\€r; &-r'TJV. 
'TrW<; rytJ.p 0~ f.L€TLOV'Ta "a"/jJ EOUJJ-aUU€V o:\€8prp 4JO 
"A·•~ ' ' ~ ' ' .,. , t- ~ 'I' vp-rov; TO ryap 'I'Jf.LW E7TLUX€PW 'TJEV aOLO'TJ<;. 

~Hf.LO<; o-r' , ApTEf.LLOO<; v~urp ~V£ T~vry' e'Al7rOV'TO 
uvv8€u[y, TO~ ~v pa Otav(hxa V1JVtrlv ~I(EAUaJI 

, I 8 I • t-• , ... I ~ • 1 I u..,rutTEpat<; "PW €V7€<;• 0 o €<; "'OXOV '!J€JI 'TJUWV 
t' I "A·'- , \ " 't: ~ ' I oeryf.LEVO<; 't' vp-rov T€ "at our; e,.avnr; e-ratpovr;. 
aU-rap ory' alvOTU'TrJULV U'TT'Ouxeu[yut So:\ru8Elr; 

'I ~ \ t' 'f: •-. \ .. ~ ' l(ap7ral\.£f.LW<; '!J V'TJL OL€s a"'o<; Otof.La 7r€pl]tra<;, 
vuxO' v7ro :\vrya['Y)v tEpfjr; E7r€/3~ua-ro v~uov· 
oioBt o' av-rtl{pv JJ-Enwv 7r€tpl}ua-ro f.LUBotr; 
do "autryv~T'YJ<;, ci-ra:\or; 7ratr; ola xapaOp'TJ<> 460 

XELJJ-Ep['TJ<;, ~v ovo€ ot' al~'Y)o£ 7r€poruutv, 
" t' 1-, f: I J ' J ~ I I 

€£ 1(€ 00"'011 sELVOtUtJI €7r a11opaut T€X117JUatTO. 
"a~ Ted ~~~ -ra El(atrTa uvv(JvEOV a:\A~Mttrtv• 

' I t'' A ' It' ~ •t:~... ... , aVTLKa 0 LUOV£0'1]<; 7TVI<tVOV Esa"'TO "'OXOLO, 
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heralds to induce her brother to come, as soon as she 
reached the temple of the goddess, according to the 
agreement, and the darkness of night surrounded 
them, that so she might devise with him a cunning 
plan for her to take the mighty fleece of gold and 
return to the home of Aeetes, for, she said, the 
sons of Phrixus had given her by force to the 
strangers to carry off; with such beguiling words 
she scattered to the air and the breezes her witch­
ing charms, which even from afar would have drawn 
down the savage beast from the steep mountain­
height. 

Ruthless Love, great bane, great curse to mankind, 
from thee come deadly strifes and lamentations and 
groans, and countless pains as well have their stormy 
birth from thee. Arise, thou god, and arm thyself 
against the sons of our foes in such guise as when 
thou didst fill Medea's heart with accursed madness. 
How then by evil doom did she slay Apsyrtus when 
he came to meet her? For that must our song tell 
next. 

When the heroes had left the maiden on the 
island of Artemis, according to the covenant, both 
sides ran their ships to land separately. And Jason 
went to the ambush to lie in wait for Apsyrtus and 
then for his comrades. But he, beguiled by these 
dire promises, crossed the swell of the sea in his 
ship, and in the darkness of night set foot on the 
sacred island ; and faring all alone to Il\eet her he 
made trial in speech of his sister, as a tender child 
tries a wintry torrent which not even strong men 
can pass through, to see if she would devise some 
guile against the strangers. And so they two agreed 
together on everything; and straightway Aeson's 
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\ > I "\ _! f:l A,. ~ ·'~ ~ \ I 'Y"f.£VOV avarrxoJ.£EVO<; 7rai\,UpTJ st't'O<;' at 'I' a 0€ KOUP'Y/ 
Ef.£7Ta::\.tv iJppaT' EV€/K€, KaA.u+aplv'TJ o86vyrrw, 

',1..' Jfl/ I I f.£TJ 't'OVOV aC1pTJrT€t€ KarTt'YVTJTOlO TIJ7T€VTO<;. 
TOV o' O'Y€, fJouTV'TTO<; WUT€ J.£f'Yav Kept;aA.Kea Tavpov, 

"\ ~f: > I ~ ~I ft > "~-
7r tVY7s€V 07Tl7T€UrTa<; V'TJOU rrxeooV, OV 'TrOT €O£lJU'V 
'ApTeptOl Bpu'YOt 7r€ptvatETa£ aVTt7rfp'1J8ev. 

~ ft > > \ ~ I \ f: >I "\ I 0 ~· d 
TOIJ O'Y €V£ 7rpooopqJ 'YVUs TJpt7r€' 1\.0LU ta o 'YJPW<; 
8 \ , , \ '" ' A. , upov ava7rvetwv X€prrtv pe"'av ap't'oTepvrrtv 
alpa KaT' WT€LA~V V7rotrrx€TO' Ti]<; o€ /eaAVrrTPf1V 
> A. I \ I " ... I > 18 ap'YU't'€'1JV lea£ 7T€7rn.OV an.€1JOf.£€V'1J<; €pu TJV€V. 
o~u o€ 1ravoapaTwp A.o~fJ foev olov lpe~av 
v · \ ., ,1, 1 " 'E 1 oppan V'Y/A€£TJ<; o::\.o't'wwv EP'YOV ptvu<;. 
" ~· A ' ,~ 'f: , I 0 I 'YJPW<; 0 £UOVLOTJ'\ €saP'YpaTa Taf.LV€ aVOVTO<;, 

\ ~· ' 1"\ f: A,. I \ ~· 'f: >I >I > Tpt<; o a7r€/\.€Ls€ 't'ovou, Tpt<; o Es a'YO<; €7rTurr 
OOOVTWV, 

f, 8€pt<; aV8€v-rvut ooA.o~eTarrta<; iMerr8at. 
' \ ~· ., , .'~1~ , " 8' " ~ IJ'YPOV o €V 'Ya£TJ ~epv 'I' €V V€/eiJV, €V €Tt VIJV 7r€p 

, ' , ~ ' ' ~ , 'A·'~ ~ 
~eetaTat orr TEa /e€£Va pET avopauw ., upTEvrrw. 

Oi o' &pvot<; 7T,Uprro'io rr€::\.a<; 7rp07rapot8€v ioovT€<;, 
I A,. 8 \ I ~ " 

TO U't'tV 1rap €VLieTJ T€1epap j.£€T£0VULV a€tp€V, 

KoA.x£oo<; a'Yxo8t V'YJO<; €T.,v 7rapa vi]a fJaA.ov-ro 
f]pw€<;' KoA.xov o' iJA€/eOV UTOAOV, 7]VT€ ~elp~eot 
A,.~"\ "\ I " I ~ ... I 't'vn.a 7r€1\.€tawv, TJ€ pe'Ya 1rwu n.€OVT€<; 

a"(pOTepot /eAOVfOVUlV Evt rTTa8po'irrt 8opoVT€<;. 
> ~· >I I 8 I A,. I 1 ~· ft "\ -OIJO apa Tt<;. K€£VWV avaTOV 't'IJ'Y€, 7raVTa o OJ.£Ln.uV 
- " ~ I ' ,~ '·'~ \ ~· 'I I 7rUp aT€ O'TJLOWVT€<; €7r€0papov• 0 'I' € o 'YJUWV 

flVTTJU€V, pepa6J<; E7rapuvep€V ou pa::\.' apw'YiJ<; 
~ I "~ ~\ \ ' A,.' ' ~ 1"\ O€UOJ.£€VOt<;' TJO'YJ 0€ /eat ap't' aVT0£0 f.£€1\.0VTO. 
ev8a Of vauTt::\£TJ<; 7riJ/etV~V 7r€pt f.£'YJTtaarr~eov 

326 

o,9itizedbvGoogle 

4i0 

480 

490 



THE ARGONAUTICA, BOOK IV 

son leapt forth from the thick ambush, lifting his 
bare sword in his hand ; and quickly the maiden 
turned her eyes aside and covered them with her 
veil that she might not see the blood of her brother 
when he was smitten. And Jason marked him and 
struck him down, as a butcher strikes down a mighty 
strong-horned bull, hard by the temple which the 
Brygi on the mainland opposite had once built 
for Artemis. In its vestibule he fell on his knees ; 
and at last the hero breathing out his life caught 
up in both hands the dark blood as it welled from 
the wound; and he dyed with red his sister's silvery 
veil and robe as she shrank away. And with swift 
side-glance the irresistible pitiless Fury beheld the 
deadly deed they had done. And the hero, Aeson's 
son, cut off the extremities of the dead man, and 
thrice licked up some blood and thrice spat the 
pollution from his teeth, as it is right for the slayer 
to do, to atone for a treacherous murder. And the 
clammy corpse he hid in the ground where even now 
those bones lie among the Apsyrtians. 

Now as soon as the heroes saw the blaze of a 
torch, which the maiden raised for them as a sign to 
pursue, they laid their own ship near the Colchian 
ship, and they slaughtered the Colchian host, as 
kites slay the tribes of wood-pigeons, or as lions of 
the wold, when they have leapt amid the steading, 
drive a great flock of sheep huddled together. 
Nor did one of them escape death, but the heroes 
rushed upon the whole crew, destroying them like a 
flame ; and at last Jason met them, and was eager to 
give aid where none was needed ; but already they 
were taking thought for him too. Thereupon they 
sat to devise some prudent counsel for their voyage, 

327 

o,9itizedbvGoogle 



APOLLONIUS RHODIUS 

e~O/-'EVOt #ovA.'Ijv· f7r~ oe ucpunv ;,xvee ICOVp7J 
cppa~O/-'eVOt<;' 117]A.€V~ Oe 7Tapo£TaTO~ eKcpaTO /-'V8ov• 

' ~H01'} vvv KeA.opat VV/CT(I)P eTt vr,' €m/3avTa~ 
. elpeu£'[} 7T€paav 7rA.OOV avT£ov, l[> f7rEXOVU'£V 
O'ljtot• /jw8ev 7ap f7ra8p'ljuavTa~ gKauTa 
eA.7rO!-'at ovx gva p.vOov, l5Tt~ 7rpoTepwue UeuOat 
~,_,€a~ OTpvveet, TOU~ 7r€£UEI-'fV' ola o' llvaJCTO~ 
~ t' > -,. I t- I t- f 

EVV£0€~, aP'Ya"-€'[}U£ O£XOUTaU£'[}~ /CEOOWVTat. 
p1}tOi1} OE /CEV /11-'1-'L, ICEOau8evTwv otxa A.awv, 
i]o' ef17 /-'ETE7rEtTa JCaTepxo,.,€votut JCeA.evOo~.' 

•n "A. , ~ t'' ' " A' · lt-
u~ e'f'aT • '[}V7JUav oe veot e1ro~ taJCwao. 

pt,.,cpa Of vf]' e7rt/3cLVTE~ f7rEppwovT' e').aT'[}UtV 
vwA.e,_,€~, l5cpp' iep~v 'HA.eJCTploa vF,uov tJCovTo, 
aA.A.awv V7rcLT1}V, 7rOTa,.,ov uxeoov 'Hp£0avo£o. 
K ~... t-' • I· ~ ... e · ..~. · e o"'xot o 07r7roT o"'e pov E7rE'f'pau 17uav , 

avaJCTo~, 

t,Tot ,_,ev Ol~euOat e7TeXPaov evooOt 7Tat77J~ 
'AP'Y@ /Cat Mtv6a~ Kpovl1}~ aA.o~. aA.A.' a7repv1CEV 
"Hp7J U/-'EpOaA.evut /CaT' al8€po~ auTEpo'Trfiutv. 
{,uTaTOV avTOt o' aVT€ KvTadoo~ ;,eea 'Yat7J~ 

If: , ,_,, 1-,. ~ A' I uTv10av, aTV~O/-'EVOt xo"'ov a7pwv t7JTao, 
€,_,1reoa o' 11A.A.vot~ 11A.A.ot €cpop/-'7J8me~ evauOev. 

t \ ' ) ) I I JIQ ..!: , I Ot /-'EV €7r avTaWV V7JUWI' E!-JaV, :tULV €7TEUXOV 
" I t'' , I 'A·'~ I 7JPW€~, vatOVUt o E'TrWVV/-'OL 'I' vpT0£0' 
o£ 0' /1p' e7T' 'JA.A.vptKOtO /-'EA.a!-'f3a8eo~ 'TrOTa/-'OtO, 
TV!-'/30~ tv' 'Ap,.,ovl7]~ K&o,.,oto T€, 7rVP'YOV eoa,.,av, 
' t' I 'J<'A, -,. I ',I.. I < t'' > >1 avopautv ""TXEI\.€€UULV E'f'EUTLOL' Ot o EV opEUUW 

ewalovutv, li7Tep 7€ Kepa6vta /CIJCA.'IjuJCOVTat, 
, '8 'I:' I A ' K It- ' €/C TO EV, Es OT€ TOVU'Y€ ~tO~ povtoao ICEpavVOt 
vF,uov €~ avn7repatav a7rETpa7TOV OP/-'110-FJvat. 

'IH t-> " t'' ,1.. ' I ' ' ' pw€~ 0, OT€ 07J U'f'tv EEtUaTO VOUTO~ a7T7J/-'WV, 
o'lj pa TOT€ 1rP0!-'0X0VT€~ f7rt x0ovl7TelupaT' E01}uav 
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and the maiden came upon them as they pondered, 
but Peleus spake his word first: 

" I now bid you embark while it is stiii night, and 
take with your oars the passage opposite to that 
which the enemy guards, for at dawn when they 
see their plight I deem that no word urging to 
further pursuit of us will prevail with them ; but as 
people bereft of their king, they will be scattered in 
grievous dissension. And easy, when the people are 
scattered, will this path be for us on our return." 

Thus he spake; and the youths assented to the 
words of Aeacus' son. And quickly they entered 
the ship, and toiled at their oars unceasingly until 
they reached the sacred isle of Electra, the highest 
of them all, near the river Eridanus. 

But when the Colchians learnt the death of their 
prince, verily they were eager to pursue Argo and 
the Minyans through all the Cronian sea. · But Hera 
restrained them by terrible lightnings from the sky. 
And at last they loathed their own homes in the 
Cytaean land, quailing before Aeetes' fierce wrath; 
so they landed and made abiding homes there, scat­
tered far and wide. Some set foot on those very 
islands where the heroes had stayed, and they still 
dwell there, bearing a name derived from Apsyrtus; 
and others built a fenced city by the dark deep 
Illyrian river, where is the tomb of Harmonia and 
Cadmus, dwelling among the Encheleans ; · and 
others live amid the mountains which are called the 
Thunderers, from the day when the thunders of 
Zeus, son of Cronos, prevented them from crossing 
over to the island opposite. 

Now the heroes, when their return seemed safe 
for them, fared onward and made their hawsers fast 
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T:\:\~(J,, viJCTot 'Yap emTTpovxovTo 8ap.etal­
tiP'YaXlrw 7T AWOVCTtV ooov fl-ECTCT'YJ'YV'> exovCTat. 

) ~I ,f.. · f \ I ' I f ouoe CT.,..tv, w<; Kat 7rptv, avapCTta fl-'YJTtaaCTKOV 
'T:\:\.j}e<;• 7Tp0<; o' aVTOt EJJ-'YJXaVOWVTO KeXev8ov, 
p.tCT8ov aetpop.evot TpL7rOOa p.e'Yav 'A7roX:\wvo<;. 
omov<; 'Yap Tp£7roOa<; TfJ:\ov 7rope <l>o'i~o<; l1'YeCT8at 
AlCTov£oy TTepocvvTt KaTa x.peo<;, oTTTToTe Ilv8~ 
[p~v 7T'EVCTOp.EVO<; fl-ETEK£a8e T.j]CTo' V'TT'Ep avT.j]<; 
vavn:\.[1]<;' 7re7rpwTo o', l57ry x8ovo<; iopvv8e'iev, 
fl-~7T'OTE T~V OyotCTtV avatTT~CTEtT8at loVCT£V, 
TovveKev elCTeTt vvv JCeiva l5Se JCeVOeTat aiv 
afl-4>1 7ro:\tv U'YaV~V 'T:\:\1]£Sa, 7To:\Xov evep8ev 

>It' " "A. • I I ,..,. OUOEO<;, W<; KEV a.,..avTO<; aH JJ-Ep07TECTlT£ 7TE,.,O£TO. 
OV JJ-EV eT£ twovTa JCaTaUTo8t TeTp.ov llvaKTa 
"TX:\ov, &v etietO~<> MextT'YJ TeJCev 'HpaKX.j}t 
S~wp <l>at~Kwv. o 'Yap olJC[a NavCTt8oow 
M f > J A.' A f 8 I a!CptV T EtCTa't't/CaVE, utWVVCT0£0 T£ T/V'YJV, 

·'~I ft' >"\. \ .,1.. I >1 8' " I vt.,. op.evo<; 7ratowv o,.,oov .,..ovoV' ev O'YE KOVP'YJV 
Al'Yalov eSap.aCTCTEV epaCTCTap.evo<; 7T'OTap.o'io, 
V1Jtaoa Me:\LT'YJV' r, S€ CT8evapov TeKev "T:\:\ov.1 

otiS' /1p' (5'Y' f,~~CTa<; avTfi ev£ e:\SeTo V~CT(f' 
' ' ' ' 'A. ' N 8 1 VatEtV, KOtpavEOVTO<; E7T' o.,..pvCTt avCT£ OOtO' 

~-i] o' &:\aoe KpoVL'YJV, atiTox8ova MOV a'Yelpa<; 
<I> , , , • , f: I ,..,._ 8 

atqKWV' CTUV 'Yap Ot avas 7rOpCTUVE KE""'U OV 
" N 18 18 <:'' , I " A. 'YJPW'> aUCTt 00<;' TO t o €tCTaTO, Kat p.tv €7T'€'t'VOV 
MeVTope<;, a'Ypav'AotCTtv a:\e~OJUVOV 7r€f), ~OVCTLV. 

'A:\:\d, 8ea£, 7T'W<; TfJCTO€ 7rap€~ a:\o<;, afl-4>£ TE 
'Ya'iav 

AtiCTov£1Jv v~CTou<; Te At'YVCTTlOa<;, at JCaXeovTat 
!..Totxaoe<;, 'AP'Yr/n1<> 7reptwCTta CT?]p.aTa V'YJO'> 

1 After this Brunck introduced two lines. 
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to the land of the Hylleans. For the islands lay 
thick in the river and made the path dangerous for 
those who sailed thereby. Nor, as aforetime, did the 
Hylleans devise their hurt, but of their own accord 
furthered their passage, winning as guerdon a 
mighty tripod of Apollo. For tripods twain had 
Phoebus given to Aeson's son to carry afar in the 
voyage he had to make, at the time when he went to 
sacred Pytho to enquire about this very voyage ; and 
it was ordained by fate that in whatever land they 
should be placed, that land should never be ravaged 
by the attacks of foemen. Therefore even now this 
tripod is hidden in that land near the pleasant city 
of Hyllus, far beneath the earth, that it may ever 
be unseen by mortals. Yet they found not King 
Hyllus still alive in the land, whom fair Melite bare 
to Heracles in the land of the Phaeacians. For he 
came to the abode of Nausithous and to Macris, the 
nurse of Dionysus, to cleanse himself from the 
deadly murder of his children ; here he loved and 
overcame the water nymph Melite, the daughter of · 
the river Aegaeus, and she bare mighty Hyllus. 
But when he had grown up he desired not to dwell 
in that island under the rule of Nausithous the king; 
but he collected a host of native Phaeacians and 
came to the Cronian sea ; for the hero King 
Nausithous aided his journey, and there he settled, 
and the Mentores slew him as he was fighting for 
the oxen of his field. 

Now, goddesses, say how it is that beyond this 
sea, near the land o.f Ausonia and the Ligystian 
isles, which are called Stoechades, the mighty tracks 
of the ship Argo are clearly sung of? What great 
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\ 1,1,. I ) I e I > 1 VfJJL€PTE<:; 7T'E't'aTat; Tt<:; a7ro7rp0 £ 'TO~~OV UVatyiC'TJ 
\ I A..,' t I I ,I,. I , .. Kat xpetw ~., EKop.t~~e; nve<:; ~.,ea<:; fJ'Ya'YOV avpat; 
Au-rov 7rov JLE'Ya>..w~-r't oeoov7ro-ro<:; • A1frvp-row 

Z,"]va, Oewv f3a~tA.i}a, xoA.ot:; A.a{3ev, olov lpe~av. 
Ala£,,. o' oA.oov 'TEKfJ-'TJpaTO of}veut KtpK'T/<:; 

T > > •'~ I ' I e I atp. U7T'OVtyaJL€1JOV<:;, 7rp0 T€ JLVpta 7T'T/JLaV EVTa<:;, 
I \ \ 'II t I ' I 

VO~Tf]~€£11, TO JLEV OVT£<:; apt~'Tf]WV EVOfJ~EV' 
>"\"\ > "() I ,,...,.,..,. I~ >f: I a"'"' e eov ryat'T/'> 1 "-"-71WO<; e10avtoi1TE<:; 

'T'T/A.oOt• Ta<:; o' cL7T'EA€t7T'OV, o~at Ko:>..xot~t 7rapot0ev 
'f: I " 18 A Q I~ ' ,.,. ' ~ Es€£71'> 7T'I\.f} OV'TO tfJVpVto€<:; €£V Ul\.£ VfJ~Ot, 

"I~~a -re !::J.v~~teA.aoo<:; -re Kat. ip.ep-r~ ITt-rveta. 
au-rap l7ret'T' E7rl. -rfiut 7rapal. KepKvpav tKOVTO, 
lvOa ITo~etOawv , i\ ~W7T'[Oa va~~a'TO KOVP71V, 
TJVKOJLOV KepKvpav, eKa<:; <I>A.tovvT[Oo<:; ar71"· 
< If: < > >1 "\ I ~I >I ~ ap7ra10 a<:; V7T' t:pWTt' JL€"-atVOJLEVT}V 0€ jJ,lV CII'Op€<:; 

vav-r[>..ot EK 7T'OVTOto KEA.atvfi 7rav-ro0ev vA.y 
oepKop.evot KepKvpav emK>..etov~t Me>..atMv. 
-rfi o' E7rl. Kat. MeA.tT,.,V, Atapf'p 7r€Pl'Y'T/0EE<; ouprp, 
al7T'Etv~V T€ Kepwu~ov, V7rep0e o€ 7rOA.AOV EOV~av 
N ,#.. 1 I Q 'I I Ka ·'~ \ vp..,at'T/V 7rafaf..l€1fJOV, tva Kpetov~a A.v.,. w 
'A-rA.av-r/.<; VU£E~K€' Ttt o' "'epoEtOEa A.t:V~tTEtv 
oupca Oota~OVTO KEpavvta. Kat 'TO'Tf /3ovA.a<:; 
ap.<f>' aUTOt<; Z71VO<:; T€ p.eryav xoA.ov ecf>pa~ae' ''HPfJ. 
P,71iop.EV1] o' avv~tV TOtO 7rA.oov, Wp~EV aeA.Aa<:; 

t I ""' .. t I ~ ,1... I avnKpv, Tat<:; avn<; avap7raryo'T/V .,opeoVTo 
v~~ov lm Kpavai}<:; 'HA.eK-rp/oo<:;. auT£i<a o' acf>vw 
ta~EV avopop.ey EV07T'fi JLE~tT'T/"fV OeoVTWV 

t ,.. ,.. \ I I f: t t \ I 
av 'T/EV ry>..acf>VPfJ<:; V'T/0'> Oopv, TO p ava JL€~~71V 
o-re'ipav 'A871va£,., !::J.wowv[oo<:; fJpp.o~e cf>"1'Yov. 
'TOV<:; o' oA.oov JL€~~"1'YV OEO<:; A.a/3ev t:l~aiOV'Ta<:; 
..1.0 I z 1 Q ' I"\ > \ '" 1 f: ., O'Y"ffJV TE 71vo<; TE 1-'apvv xo"'ov. ov ryap a"'Vst:tv 
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constraint and need brought the heroes so far ? 
What breezes wafted them ? 

When Apsyrtus had fallen in mighty overthrow· 
Zeus himself, king of gods, was seized with 
wrath at what they had done. And he ordained 
that by the counsels of Aeaean Circe they should 
cleanse themselves from the terrible stain of blood 
and suffer countless woes before their return. Yet. 
none of the chieftains knew this; but far onward they 
sped starting from the Hyllean land, and they left 
behind all the islands that were beforetime thronged 
by the Colchians-the Liburnian isles, isle after 
isle, Issa, Dysceladus, and lovely Pityeia. Next 
after them they came to Corcyra, where Poseidon 
settled the daughter of Asopus, fair-haired Corcyra, 
far from the land of Phlius, whence he had carried 
he1· off through love ; and sailors beholding it from 
the sea, all black with its sombre woods, call it 
Corcyra the Black. And next they passed Melite, 
rejoicing in the soft-blowing breeze, and steep 
Cerossus, and Nymphaea at a distance, where lady 
Calypso, daughter of Altas, dwelt; and they deemed 
they saw the misty mountains of Thunder. And 
then Hera bethought her ·of the counsels and wrath 
of Zeus concerning them. And she devised an 
ending of theil· voyage and stirred up storm-winds 
before them, by which they were caught and borne 
back to the rocky isle of Electra. And straightway 
on a sudden there called to them in the midst of 
their course, speaking with a human voice, tpe beam 
of the hollow ship, which Athena had set ih the 
centre of the stem, made of Dodonian oak. And 
deadly fear seized them as they heard the voice 
that told of the grievous wrath of Zeus. For it 
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evvmev oirre 'ITopovc; ooA.tx7J> aA.oc;, oirre OvlA.A.ac; 
• " I " ' Kl ""I 'A·'' I l!P'Ya"'eac;, oTe P-r'J tpKTJ 'f'ovov .,. vpToto 

VTJAfa viyetev· IToA.voeuiCea o' EVXETaauOat 
KauTopa T' aOavaTOtUt Oeoic; ~V(l)'Yf ICEAeVBovc; 
A , I , 8 ft • ._I ~ , Kl 

VUOVtTJ<; EP,'TTpOU E 'TTOfEtV a"'o<;, 1J EVt tpiCTJV 5(111 

o~ovutV, ITf.pUTJ<; TE Kat 'HeA.ioto O{ryaTpa. 
~ n 'A ' ' , ~ , , l'k ~ r-, , , 
~.c.<; P'Y(J) £UXTJUEV V7TO ICVE'f'ac;• Ot o avopovuav 

Tvvoapioat, Kat xe'ipac; avf.uxeOov aOavaTOtUlV ' , ' " ""'I ~· " ......... EVXOJ.LEVOt Ta EICQUTa• ICaTTJrtTJ 0 EXEV a"'"'OV<; 
;jproa<; Mtvua,. 1J o' EUUVTO '1TOAAOV f7rt7rpo 

A.aicf>eow, E<; o' e{3aA.ov p,u)\aTov poov 'Hptoavol:o· 
ev0a '!ToT' al0aA.oevn TV7r€t<:; 7Tpoc; uTf.pva Kepauvw 
, ~- ' II'. le I " 'H ... ! • TJP,tOUTJ<; 'VaE (J)lJ 7r€U€V app,aTO<; €1\NOto 

A.ip,vfJ<; E<; 7rpoxoa<; 7r0AV{3ev0f.oc;· ~ o' ETt vuv 7rep 
Tpaup,aTo<; al8op,f.voto {3apf1v aVaiC7JIC[Et liTpiJv. 6('-! 
'~I "~ ft t> \ \ ft.,. I ovoe Tt<; vorop Ketvo ota 7rTepa ~eov..,a Tavuuuac; 

o£rovo<; OVVa'Tat {3aA.f.EtV fJ1rep• aA.A.£t P,EU'YJ'Yfl<; 
cf>A.O"fplp E7rt0pt/Ju1Cet 7rE'1TOT'YJP,fVO<;. lip,cf>£ oe ICoupat 
'H"Auioec; 'Tavafjutv €eA.p,ivat al'Yeipotuw, 
p,upov'Tat Ktvupov p,f.A.eat 'YOOII· EIC o€ cf>aetv£tc; 
-/jAfiCTpOU A.t{3aoa<; {3A.ecf>aprov 7rpoxf.ouutv epa~e, 
ai p,f.v 'T' -/jeA.irp yap,d,Oot<;· hrt Tepuaivov'Tat· 
EU'T' ~~~ oe ICAU~7JUt ICeA.awi]c; fJoa-ra A.ip,VTJ> 

) I "" "\. I 'f: ) I TJtDIIa\ 7rVOl1J '1TOI\.VTJXW<; Es UV€p,Dl0, 
0~ TOT. E<; 'Hptoavov 7rp01CVA.tvoeTat aOpoa 'TrUIJTa 6111 

I • ' K "\ ' ~· • ' Q 't: "8 ICVp,atVOV'Tt porp• €/\.TOt 0 €TTt fJastV € €VTO, 

w> ap' 'A1roA.A.rovo> 'Taoe oa~epua Ar'J'Totoao 
,.I t'l " I ft I e uvp,..,eperat otvatc;, a 'T€ p,vpta ~eve 1ra.pot ev, 

~p,oc; 'T7Tep{3opf.rov iepov 'Yf.voc; etuacf>i~eavev, 
ovpavov al'YA~EVTa At'TrWV EIC 7ra'Tpoc; EVt7r7}<;, 
xroop,evo<; 7rep£ 7rat0t, 'TOV Ell A.mapfi Aa~eepelv 
o'ia Koprov£> en~e'Tev €1rl 7rpoxofic; 'Ap,upoto. 
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proclaimed that they should not escape the paths 
of au endless sea nor grievous tempests, unless Circe 
should purge away the guilt of the ruthless murder 
of Apsyrtus ; and it bade Polydeuces and Castor 
pray to the immortal gods first to grant a path 
through the Ausonian sea where they should find 
Circe, daughter of Perse and Helios. 

Thus Argo cried through the darkness ; and the 
sons of Tyndareus uprose, and lifted their hands to 
the immortals praying for each boon : but dejection 
held the rest of the .Minyan heroes. And far on sped 
Argo under sail, and entered deep into the stream of 
Eridanus ; where once, smitten on the breast by the 
blazing bolt, Phaethon half-consumed fell from the 
chariot of Helios into the opening of that deep 
lake ; and even now it belcheth up heavy steam 
clouds from the smouldering wound. And no bird 
spreading its light wings can cross that water ; but 
in mid·course it plunges into the flame, fluttering. 
And all around the maidens, the daughters of Helios, 
enclosed in tall poplars, wretchedly wail a piteous 
plaint ; and from their eyes they shed on the ground 
bright drops of amber. These are dried by the sun 
upon the sand ; but whenever the waters of the 
dark lake flow over the strand before the blast of 
the wailing wind, then they roll on in a mass into 
Eridanus with swelling tide. But the Celts have 
attached this story to them, that these are the tears 
of Leto's son, Apollo, that are borne along by the 
eddies, the countless tears that he shed aforetime 
when he came ·to the sacred race of the Hyper­
boreans and left shining heaven at the chiding of 
his father, being in wrath concerning his son whom 
divine Coronis bare in bright Lacereia at the mouth 

335 

o,9itizedbvGoogle 



APOLLONIUS RHODIUS 

Kat Til pev 6,~ KELVJUrt pe-r' avop&.tn KfKA~tCTTat· 
TOU~ o' oiJTE /3propYJ~ ypet 7ro8o~, OVOf 7TOTO'io, 
OuT' E'Trt "(Yl8ouvva~ Tpa7r€TO voo~. aAA' llpa TOt'YE 621J 

1/J.La-ra pev uTpe{Jryov-ro 7rept/3A.YJxiov /3apu8ov-re~ 
oopy AEU"faA.ey, T~V p' aCTX,ETOV E~av{ECTKOV 
-rucf>op,evou cJ.>aeOov-ro~ e7rtppoat 'Hptoavo£o· 

\ ~· • ' t f: \ ' !:' I t ' 
VUK'TO~ 0 au 'Y00V OsUV OoUpop€V(J)V ECTaKOUOV 
'HA.taO(J)V At'Yew~· TtL o€ OClKpua p,upop,evyutv 
olov e'AatYJpat CT'TQ'Y€~ VOaCTtV ep,cpopeoVTO. 

'EK o€ To8ev 'Pooavo£o f3a8uv poov elua7re/3YJCTav, 
ouT' el~ 'Hptoavov p,e-ravLCTCT€Tat• ap,p,t'Ya o' VO(J)p 
, 1:: A D'Q , , ' f' ' 

EV sVVOX,'!J J-J€J-JPUX,€ KUK(J)p,EVOV. au-rap 0 'YatYJ~ 
€" p,uxa-rYJ~. iva T' elul. m/Xat Kal. €o€8Ata NuKTck, G.'IU 

El·Oev a7ropvup,evo~ Tfj p,ev T' E7r€p€V'Y€'Tat aKTtt~ 
'!lKeavov, -rfi o' aifre p,eT' 'IovL1]V CiA.a /3aA.A.et, 
-ry o' E7rl. !apoovwv 7reAa'YO~ Kal. U7T€Lpova KOA'TT'OV 
E7r'Ttt Ottt CTTOIJ-cl'T(J)V iet poov. EK o' apa To£o 
A.lp,va~ elueA.auav ouuxelp,ova~. ai-r' civa KeA.-rwv 
7"J7r€tpov 7re7TTavTat ciOeucpa-rov· evOa KEV oi'Y£ 
>I > ..... I I.... .I. I I > \ f: aT'[I aetKE"'t'!l 7rE"'auav- ..,epe 'Yap n~ a7ropp(J)s 
KOA'TT'OV €~ '!!Keavo'io, TOll ov 7rpooaevT€~ ep,eA.A.ov 

' Q ..... I le >I f I 'f: I e €!CTJ-Ja"'E€tV, TO Ell OU KEV U7rOTp07rOt Es€CTa(J) €V. 

aA.A.' ~I HpYJ CTI(07reA.oto Ka8' 'EpKuvtou lax1JCT€V 640 

ovpavoOev 7rpo8opovua· cf>o/3rp o' €-rlvaxOw UUT-ij~ 
'TrclV'T€~ op,w~· 0€tVOV 'Yap E'Trt p,e'Ya~ e/3paxev ale~p. 
~.~~ ~\ ..... I e ~ d I H t I a '1' 0€ 7ra"'tVTp07rO(J)VTO £a~ U'TT'O, Kat p €V01]CTaV 
Ti,v olp,ov, 7fi7rep TE Kat e7r'A.€To vouTo~ lovuw. 
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of Amyrus. And such is the story told among these 
men. But no desire for food or drink seized the 
heroes nor were their thoughts turned to joy. 
But they were sorely afflicted all day, heavy and 
faint at heart, with the noisome stench, hard to 
endure, which the streams of Eridanus sent forth 
from Phaethon still burning ; and at night they 
heard the piercing lament of the daughters of Helios, 
wailing with shrill voice ; and, as they lamented, 
their tears were borne on the water like drops of 
oil. 

Thence they el}tered the deep stream of 
Rhodanus which flows into Eridanus; and where they 
meet there is a roar of mingling waters. Now that 
river, rising from the ends of the earth, where are 
the portals and mansions of Night, on one side bursts 
forth upon the beach of Ocean, at another pours into 
the Ionian sea, and on the third through seven 
mouths sends its stream to the Sardinian sea and its 
limitless bay.1 And from Rhodanus they entered 
stormy lakes, which spread throughout the Celtic 
mainland of wondrous size ; and there they would 
have met with an inglorious calamity; for a certain 
branch of the river was bearing them towards a gulf 
of Ocean which in ignorance they were about to 
enter, and never would they have returned from 
there in safety. But Hera leaping forth from 
heaven pealed her cry from the Hercynian rock ; 
and all together were shaken with fear of her cry ; 
for terribly crashed the mighty firmament. And 
backward they turned by reason of the goddess, and 
noted the path by which their return was ordained. 

1 Apollonius seems to have thought that the Po, the 
Rhone, and the Rhine are all connected together. 
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"' \ "'' ' \ '~ ' ' ..~..: o'T]vaw£ o aKTa<:; a"tp.vpea.:; eurarKov-ro 
"HP'YJ.:; ivvecrlycn, ~,· ;Ovea p.vpta KeXTCdV 
Ka). fu:yV(I)V 7rEpO(I)V'Tf<:; a01]£0t. ap.q,J. 'Yap alv~JJ 
T,epa xeve Oea 7rlLJIT' t,p.aTa vtcrcrop.fvotcr£11. 
p.ecrcro-raTOJI o' dpa TOt'Ye Ota UTOJI-a J/1], {jaVwrE<:; 

!TOtX,aOa<:; Elcra7rE{jav JI~UOV<; UOO£ EtVEICa ICOVpwV 650 

Z'YJVO<;" a ~~ {j(l)p.ot TE /Cat iepa TOter£ TETVICTa£ 
;p.7TeOov· ovo' olov ICE[J11]<; E7TlJCovpot E7TOVTO 

vavnXl'T]<;" Zev.:; OE crf/>t Ka~ o'frt'YOJI(I)V 'Trope vfja<;. 
!-rotxaoa<; aihe X£7ToVTE<; E<; AlOaXl'T]V E'TrEP'YJUav 
v~crov, 'tva '[r'YJ¢tcrtv a7r(l)p.Op~av-ro Kap.6vTE<; 
iopiJ ltXt<;" XPOtfJ o€ KaT' al'YtaXo'io ICEXVVTa£ 
eriCeM£" EV OE croXot Kat TEVX,Ea Oecr/CEXa ICElV(I)JJ• 
' "''" ' 'A ~ ' ' "', EV oe "''JI-'TJV P"flf'O<; f7r(I)VVJI-''TJV 7TE..,£tT£crTat. 

Kap7TaXtp.(l)<; o' evOevOE 0£E~ aXo<; olop.a VEOVTO 
Avcrovt'TJ<; aK-ra<; Tvpcr'T}vloa.:; elcropo(l)v-re.:;· 660 

l t: "''A' ' ". ' " ' ' "'' " ' sOV 0 ta£1]<; I\.£JI-f!Va /C"'VTOV" f!IC o apa V'T]O<; 
7Telcrp.a-r' €7T' T,tov(l)v crxeo60ev {jciXov. evOa o€ Ktp"'YJ" 

• '" ' '"' , ' ..1.. "' ' evpov a"'o<; vonoecrrn KUPTJ E7Tt..,atopvvovcrav· 
,.. \ I ' I ) I 

TOtOV "fap VIJX,~OtU£V OVEtpacrtV f7TTO£'YJTO. 
a'lp.a-r£ oi OciXap.ot TE Kat EpKEa 7rav-ra o6p.oto 
p.vpecr0at 00/CEOV' f/>Xo~ o' clOpoa f/>app.aK' eOa7TTEV, 
l ' t:, 0'" ' ' ' " " 0 U£ 7rapo<; sE£VOV<; E"'"f avepa<;, OUT£<; £/COtTO" 
' "'' ' ' ..1.. ' Qf " ..1.., T7JV o avT'YJ ..,ovtcp cr"'ecrev atp.an 7rop..,vpovcrav, 

xepcrtv af/>vcrcrap.e"'YJ· X~~ev o' oXoo'io f/>o{joto. 
-riJ Kat €m7TXoP-fJI'YJ<; T,ov.:; vo-rtoecrcrt OaXacrcr7J<; 6iO 
' ' " ' ' ,, ..1.. "' , f'YPOJI-f!V'YJ 7T"'OICUJI-OV<; Tf /Cat etp.a-ra ..,awpVVEU/CEV. 
O~pe.:; ~· ov O~pecrcrtv eotKoTe<:; rop.'YJcrTfJcrtv, 
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And after a long while they came to the beach of 
the surging sea by the devising of Hera, passing 
unharmed through countless tribes· of the Celts and 
Ligyans. For round them the goddess poured a 
dread mist day by day as they fared on. And 
so, sailing through the midmost mouth, they reached 
the Stoechades islands in safety by the aid of the 

· sons of Zeus ; wherefore altars and sacred rites are 
est'lblished in their honour for ever ; and not that 
sea-faring alone did they attend to succour ; but 
Zeus granted to them the ships of future sailors too. 
Then leaving the Stoechades they passed on to 
the island Aethalia, where after their toil they wiped 
away with pebbles sweat in abundance ; and pebbles 
like skin in colour are strewn on the beach 1 ; and 
there are their quoits and their wondrous armour ; 
and there is the Argoan harbour called after them. 

And quickly from there they passed through the 
sea, beholding the Tyrrhenian shores of Ausonia ; 
and they came to the famous harbour of Aeaea, and 
from the ship they cast hawsers to the shore near at 
hand. And here they found Circe bathing her head 
in the salt sea-spray, for sorely had she been scared 
by visions of the night. With blood her chambers 
and all the walls of her palace seemed to be running, 
and flame was devouring all the magic herbs with 
which she used to bewitch strangers whoever came ; 
and she herself with murderous blood quenched the 
glowing flame, drawing it up in her hands; and she 
ceased from deadly fear. Wherefore when morning 
came she rose, and with sea-spray was bathing her 
hair and her garments. And beasts, not resembling 

1 i.e. like the scrapings from skin, ;,. .... .,..,.ll.frtl"l"''~""; see 
Strabo p. 224 for this adventure. 
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ovo€ fLEII ovo' Ull0p€UUtll OfLlJV llEfLa<;, UAAO o' a7r' 
a>..Aroll 

uufLfLt'Y€e, J.L€A.ewv, Kiov UOpoot, ¥Te J.LT,A.a • 
E/C U'Ta8 fLOJV aA.t<; elutv O'lrTJOeUOII'Ta VOJ.LT,t. 

, ' I '1: ,, I 'D' , 'T0£0V<; Ka£ 7rpO'T€pTJ<; £s £1\.VO<; €1-'l\.llU'TT}U£ 
x86Jv av'T~ fLtK'TOtUtV apT}pEfLEIJOV<; fLEAEEUUtV, 

~ ~~- ·'~ " !. ~... • • • • I " e -ov7rro o£.,.. a~!p J.La"' V'lr 1JEpt '17"£1\.1} etua, 
ovo€ 7rro a~aA.eoto {3oA.a'i<; Touov -l}eA.[oto 
lKp.Q,Oa<; aliiVfLEIIT}' 'T(t o' E'lrt U'Ttxa<; fJ'Yaryev al6JII 6SO 

I ,.. 'I ,1,. \ , ~~-"\- " UV'"fKptva<;• 'T(f)<; Ot'Y£ 't'VTJV U£vttl\,(}£ E'lrOV'TO. 
w II'' !!'I. e I Q I I •• ,, II'' " 1Jproa<; o £1\.€ UfLI-'0<; a7r££P£TOV" a£ya o £KaUTO<; 
KlpKTJ<; er, T€ cf>v~v. er, T. OfLJ.LaTa 7ra7T'TalvoVT€<; 
pe'ia Kau£'YII~T1J" f/Jauav lfLJ.LEva£ Al~mo. 

f H II'' " ~ \ I • \ II' I I ·'~ • ' 0 OT£ OTJ IIVX£roV U'lrO O€£fLUTa 7T£fL 'I' €11 OVHproll, 
t I t )/ t ",..f,. t I \ ~ttl t H 0 avnK £7TE£T a.,.. oppo11 a7rEUT£XE" Tov<; o aft E'lrEU at, 

Xetpt KaTappeeaua, OoA.of/JpoUVV'[/UW Ull(f)'Y€V. 
e11B' ·i/Tot 7rA.1]8t8 p.€11 €f/JeTJ.La'i<; Aluovloao 
J.Llp.vev a'lrTJM'YEro<;· 0 o' €p6uuaTO Koxxloa KOUPTJ"· 
~,.,. '~''' 18 ,, 'II''" ''A.' 6~1 aJ.L't'ro o €U7r€U 1]11 aUTTJV 00011, £UT a't'tKOVTO 
KipKTJ<; E<; fLE'Yapov- TOU<; o' Ell A.t7rapo'iu£ KEMV€1' 
17'Y€ Opovot<; e~eu8a£, aJ.LT}xaveovua K£0V'TroV. 

\ t-' )/ \ )/ ~ ',I,. t f I t If: 
Tro o aiiE!p Ka£ avavoot e., EUT£'[1 at,.aVTE 
r~avov, .f]TE OiKT} A.u'Ypo'i<; iKET'[JU£ TETUKTat, 
,, fLEV E7T. aJ.Lcf>OTepat<; Oep.EIITJ xetpeuut fLETro'lra, , , , ... , ,~.,., , , 8 , 't: 
avTap o "'"'17"1]£11 fLE'Ya 't'au'Yavo11 ev X 0111. '17"1Jsa<;, 
W7rEp T. Al~ao 'lratv K'TtLIIEV' ovo€ 'lrO'T' fluue 
'O \ I \ {:)-,. .A, I > I e 1 1 11'> ~ 
£ U<; €Vt 1-'~'t'apOIUtV UVEUXE OV. avTLKa 0 ryvro 
KipK17 f/Ju;wv ohov aA.t'Tpouuva<; T€ f/Joii0£0. 
TW Kat O'lrt~OfLEVT} z.,.,vo<; BEfL£11 'IKeuloto, iOO 
" I \ I I II'' I II' ..1,. I > I o<; fLE'Ya J.L€11 KOT€Et, fLE'Ya o avopo.,ovotutv ap17'YEt, 
pe~e 8u'Y/7rOA.l1Jv, oly 'T' ci7ToA.VJ.LalvovTat · 
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the beasts of the wild, nor yet like men in body, but 
with a medley of limbs, went in a throng, as sheep 
from the fold in multitudes follow the shepherd. 
Such creatures, compacted of various limbs, did earth 
herself produce from the primeval slime when she 
had not yet grown solid beneath a rainless sky nor 
yet had received a drop of moisture from the rays 
of the scorching sun ; but time combined these 
forms and marshalled them in their ranks ; in 
such wise these monsters shapeless of form followed 
her. And exceeding wonder seized the heroes, and 
at once, as each gazed on the form and face of 
Circe, they readily guessed that she was the sister 
of Aeetes. 

Now when she had dismissed the fears of her 
nightly visions, straightway she fared backwards, 
and in her subtlety she bade the heroes follow, 
charming them on with her hand. Thereupon the 
host remained stedfast at the bidding of Aeson's sqn, 
but Jason drew with him the Colchian maid. And 
both followed the selfsame path till they reached 
the hall of Circe, and she in amaze at their coming 
bade them sit on brightly burnished seats. And 
they, 11uiet and silent, sped to the hearth and sat 
there, as is the wont of wretched suppliants. Medea 
hid her face in both her hands, but Jason fixed in 
the ground the mighty hilted sword with which he 
had slain Aeetes' son ; nor did they raise their eyes 
to meet her look. And straightway Circe became 
aware of the doom of a suppliant and the guilt of 
murder. Wherefore in reverence for the ordinance 
of Zeus, the god of suppliants, who is a god of 
wrath yet mightily aids slayers of men, she began to 
offer the sacrifice with which ruthless suppliants are 
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Vf]AEI£i~ iKeTat, oT' e</JeUTtOt avnoroutv. 
"" \ ) I "\. I ~ ,1,. I 7rproTa JJ-EV aTp€7T'TOIO 1\.VTYJptOV 'TJ'YE 't'OVOto 

TEtvapeVrJ Ka8wep8E uvo~ TElCO~. ?]~ e·rt patol. 
7T'A~ppvpov A.oxirJ~ EIC 11"70UO~, a'lpan xeipa~ 
TE'Y"fEV, E'TT'tTJJ-TrtOVUa Depf]V' aVTt~ o€ Kal. IJ.A.A.ot~ 
pelA.tuuev xuTA.otut, Ka8aputov a'YKaA.fovua 
Zi]va, 1raXapvalrov np~opov iKEutarov. 
Kal. Ttt pev a8p6a 7T'cLVTa Ooprov f/C A.upaT' EVEtKav 
VrJtaOE~ 7rpo7roMt, Tat oi 7ropuvvov.eKauTa. 
f ~· V "\ _! 1"\ • I ,#,~"\I f] o EtU(J) 'TT'€1\.UVOV~ JJ-Et"-"KTpa TE ""7't""'"-t'[/UtV 
Kaiev E7r' evxroA.fJut 7rapeuno~. o<f>pa xoA.oto 

. UJJ-EpOaA.ea~ 7T'aUUEtEV 'Eptvua~. ~o€ /CaL avTO~ 
' ~I 1, \ V I.,,#, I 

EVJI-EWTJ~ TE 'TT'€1\.0tTO Kat YJ7T'l0~ af"'t'OTEpOtUtV, 
erT' ovv o8ve£~1J J.LEptaupevot atpan XE'ipa~, 

" \ • .I.., ~· , ' EtTE Kat EJJ-'t'V"-lp 7rp0UIC'YJOEE~ aVTtOWUtp. 
AvTap €1rel. paA.a 1raVTa 1rov~uaTo, o~ ToT' €1retTa 

~ ''1: ~ I I 8' EtUEV E'TT't ~EUTOtUW avaCTT'Y)UaUa poVOtCTW, 
' c;,• ' ' ,.., ~f' , ~~ •.r~ ~' '8 Kat o aVT'YJ 7T'E"'a~ ,.,.ev EVro'TT'aot~. at., a oE pv rp 

• ... ! ~ ~' '1: ' XPEtro vavT£""""1" TE otaKptoov E~EpEEtvEv, 
~o' 07T'08Ev pETtt 'Yaiav E~V Kal. owpaT' lovTE~ 

>I ·~ I 8 ',#,I 9 \ ' I 
avTro~ topvv 7JUav E't'ECTTtot. fJ 'Yap ovetprov 
pv"ijun~ MtiCEA.l'YJ OUVEV ¢pevM oppalvovuav· 
, ~· • , ' .I. ,, "~ ' .I. ' LETO 0 av ICOVP"1~ EJJ-'t'V"-£0V WJJ-EVat OJI-'t''YJV, 
avTlx' 07T'(J)~ fVO'YJCTEV a7r' OUOEO~ OUUE {3aA.oiiuav. 
1riiua 'Yap 'HeA.lov 'YEVE~ ap£o7JA.o~ loeu8at 
~ev, e7rel. {3A.e¢aprov a7T'OT'YJA.o8t J.Lappapv'Yfiutv 
olav TE XPVCTE'YJV (~VTW'TT'tOV 'leuav ar'YA'YJI'. 

f <;,> >I ~ \ " ~ I 1"\ 1: 'YJ o apa T'[/ Ta EICaCTTa OtEtpOJJ-EV'[/ KaT€1\.E~EV, 
KoA.xloa 'Yilpvv ieiua, /3apu<f>povo~ Al~Tao 
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cleansed from guilt when they approach the altar. 
First, to atone for the murder still unexpiated, she 
held above their heads the young of a sow whose 
dugs yet swelled from the fruit of the womb, and, 
severing its neck, sprinkled their hands with the 
blood ; and again she made propitiation with other 
drink offerings, calling on Zeus the Cleanser, the 
protector of murder-stained suppliants. And all the 
defilements in a mass her attendants bore forth from 
the palace-the Naiad nymphs who ministered all 
things to her. And within, Circe, standing by the 
hearth, kept burning atonement-cakes without wine, 
praying the while that she might stay from their 
wrath the terrible Furies, and that Zeus himself 
might be propitious and gentle to them both, 
whether with hands stained by the blood of a 
stranger or, as kinsfolk, by the blood of a kinsman, 
they should implore his grace. 

But when she had wrought all her task, then she 
raised them up and seated them on well polished 
seats, and herself sat near, face to face with them. 
And at once she asked them clearly of their 
business and their voyaging, and whence they had 
come t!> her land and palace, and had thus seated 
themselves as suppliants at her hearth. For in truth 
the hideous remembrance of her dreams entered her 
mind as she pondered ; and she longed to hear 
the voice of the maiden, her kinswoman, as soon as 
she saw that she had raised her eyes from the 
ground. For all those of the race of Helios were 
plain to discern, since by the far flashing of their eyes 
they shot in front of them a gleam as of gold. So 
Medea told her all she asked-the daughter of 
Aeetes of the gloomy heart, speaking gently in the 
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teoufYYI JUiXtxt(J)r;, ~plv uToXov ~oe teeA.eu8ovr; 
• , " , • .. A., 8 ~ , , • , Lh 'T}p(J)(J)JI, oua T a,..,..,.t 00£<; EJJ-O"f'lUaV aEU/\.Ot<;, 

wr; TE teautryv~T'TJ<; 'TT'OXVte'T}OfO<; i/"4TE /3ovXa'ir;, 
" •• 'A.,, t: ''QA.r,' ' (J)<; T a'TT'OVOU't'tV ai\.Vt;;EV V'TT'Epf-ltU oEtpaTa 'TT'aTpO<; 

' ' <J> 't: A.' r,> '' L ' ~ UIJV '1T'atU£V ptt;;OtO' 't'OVOV 0 ai\A:EtVEV €VtU'TT'E£V 
'A·'~ I ' r,> " , ... '8 ....... .\. ' " 'r upTOIJ. T'T}V 0 OIJTt VO(f> 1\.a EV" a"'"'"' teat €JJ-7T'TJ<; 

pvpop,EVTJV eA.eatpev, f'TT'O<; o' E'TT''i Toiov f€t7T'€V' 
~~ '"\! ..!._ f \ \ t I I I 
.:.x€T""'TJ• 'I pa KaKOV Kat UEtteEa JI-TJUaO VOUTOV. 

eX'TT'opat ovte.E'TT'~ o~v U€ /3apvv xoXov Al~Tao 740 
' A. ' ' r,• .. \ 'E' ... It' "8 ' eK't'V"fEEtv• Taxa o nut teat "'"'aoor; TJ ea ryat'YJ<; 

I ,1..' 'f' t'l t Jl )/ t t /"\. TtUOJJ-EVO<; 't'OVOV IJ£0<;, OT aUXETa EP"f ET€1\.EUUa<;. 

aXX' bre'i ouv iteETt<; tea'i oporyvw<; f'TT'XEv EfUW, 

aXXo pev ovn Kate'Ov JI-'YJTtuopat £v8ao' louurr 
" r,> ' ' t: ' r,\ ' ~ epxeo o ete p.Eryap(J)v setvq> uvvo7TTJoor; eouua, 

OVTtva TOVTOV atUTOV aelpao 'TT'aTpO<; aveu8ev· 
~~ I ',1..,' t \ Jl JJ-TJOE Jl-€ "fOIJVU(jUTJat E't'EUT£0<;, OV ryap E"f(J)"f€ 

t I tJ '\. I '8 \ t I ,#..If: t atv'T}U(J) f-10Vf\U<; TE UE EV teat aEtteEa 't'Vt;;LV • 

. • !lr; <f>aTO' T~V o' aperyapTOV ax or; M/3ev- ap<f>'i 

oe 7r€7f' Xov 

o<f>8aXpo'iut /3aXovua ryoov xeev, o<f>pa ptv i/p(J)r; 750 

xetp'Or; E'TT'LUXOJJ-EVO<; fU'YUP(J)V E~fjrye 8upate 

8elp4T£ 7raXAoJL£v.,.,v· Aei7rov 0' ci?TO 8cdpa.Ta 
KlpK'YJ<;. 

Ovo' aXoxov Kpovloao ~t'Or; Xa8ov- aXM oi "Iptr; 
I ,1.., ~ t' 1' t t I t \ I I 

'TT'E't'paoEV, EVT EVOTJUEV a'TT'O peryapoto KtOVTa<;. 
auT~ ryap p,tv aV(J)"fE OOKEVEJJ-EV, 07T'7T'OTE vija 

I \ \ • t I t t I 
UTELXOtev· TO Kat aVTt<; E'TT'oTpvvovu aryopevev· 
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Colchian tongue, both of the quest and the 
journeyings of the heroes, and of their toils in 
the swift contests, and how she had sinned through 
the counsels of her much-sorrowing sister, and how 
with the sons of Phrixus she had fled afar from 
the tyrannous horrors of her father ; but she shrank 
from telling of the murder of Apsyrtus. Yet she 
escaped not Circe's ken; nevertheless, in spite of 
all, she pitied the weeping maiden, and spake 
thus: 

"Poor wretch, an evil and shameful return hast 
thou planned. Not for long, I ween, wilt thou 
escape the heavy wrath of Aeetes ; but soon will 
he go even to the dwellings of Hellas to avenge the 
blood of his son, for intolerable are the deeds thou 
hast done. But since thou art my suppliant and my 
kinswoman, no further ill shall I devise against thee 
at thy coming ; but begone from my halls, com­
panioning the stranger, whosoever he be, this 
unknown one that thou hast taken in tl.1y father's 
despite; and kneel not to me at my hearth, for 
never will I approve thy counsels and thy shameful 
flight." 

Thus she spake, and measureless anguish seized 
the maid ; and over her eyes she cast her robe and 
poured forth a lamentation, until the hero took her 
by the hand and led her forth from the hall 
quivering with fear. So they left the home of 
Circe. 

But they were not unmarked by the spouse of 
Zeus, son of Cronos ; but Iris told her when she saw 
them faring from the hall. For Hera had bidden 
her watch what time they should come to the ship ; 
so again she urged her and spake : 
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" Dear Iris, now come, if ever thou hast fulfilled 
my bidding, hie thee away on light pinions, and bid 
Thetis arise from the sea and come hither. For need 
of her is come upon me. Then go to the sea-beaches 
where the bronze anvils of Hephaestus are smitten 
by sturdy hammers, and tell him to still the blasts of 
fire until Argo pass by them. Then go to Aeolus 
too, Aeolus who rules the winds, children of the 
clear sky ; and to him also tell my purpose so that 
he may make all winds cease under heaven and no 
breeze may ruffle the sea; yet let the breath of the 
west wind blow until the heroes have reached the 
Phaeacian_isle of Alcinous." 

So she spake, aud straightway Iris leapt down 
from Olympus and cleft her way, with light wings 
outspread. And she plunged into the Aegean Sea, 
where is the dwelling of Nereus. And she came to 
Thetis first and, by the promptings of Hera, told her 
tale and roused her to go to the goddess. Next she 
<'arne to Hephaestus, and quickly made him cease 
from the clang of his iron hammers ; and the smoke­
grimed bellows were stayed from their blast. And 
thirdly she came to Aeolus, the famous son of 
Hippotas. And when she had given her message to 
him also and rested her swift knees from her course, 
then Thetis leaving Nereus and her sisters had come 
from the sea to Olympus to the goddess Hera ; and 
the goddess made her sit by her side and uttered 
her word: 

"Hearken now, lady Thetis, to what I am eager 
to tell thee. Thou knowest how honoured in my 
heart is the hero, Aeson's son, and the others that 
have helped him in the contest, and how I saved 
them when they passed between the Wandering 
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Kvp.aTa TE CTKATfpfJcrt 7rEptfJAVE£ C17T'£AU0ECTC1£V. 
vvv o€ 7rapa "i.KVAATf<; CTKCJ7TEAOV p.eryav ~OE Xapv{Jotv 
OElVOV €pevryop.EVTfV OEXETa£ 000<;. aXX.a CTE ryap 0~ 
'1: I I ' \ I ,1... ' t'' ' I 

EsETt VTf7T'VT£Tf'> aVTTf TPE't'ov TfO arya7TTfCTa 
"f: >'\, '\, I _, > > r'\, \ I EsOXOV UI\.I\.4(J)V, atT ELV Utv, VaLETUOVCTLV, 
oiJveKev ovK eTATf'> evvfl .1to<; iep.lvoto 
'\, If: e I \ > \ 1<;' " I '\, "'Esacr at. KEtV(f> ryap aE£ Taoe eprya p.Ep.'YJ"'&, 
~€ CTVV a8avamt<; ~€ ev,Tflcrw lavetv. 
a:\A.' €p."€ aloopiv, Ka~ EV~ cppecr~ OEtp.alvovcra, 
~AEV(J)· 0 o' E'TT'EtTa 'TT'EAroptov opKoV op.ocrcrev, 
p.1}7TOTf cr' a8avaTOtO 8eov K4AEECT8at clKOLTLV. 
, ~, ' 8' , ;. , ' " Ep.'TT'Tf<; 0 OV p.E tECTKEV 07TL7T€V(J)V UEKOVCTaV, 

, ' • 1 fJ a' '"' -t: " · EtCTOTE OL 7TpEC1 Etpa uep.t<; K4TEM!sEV a'TT'aVTa, 
ro<; 01} TO£ 7rf7T'p(J)Tat ap.elvova 7TaTpO<; eo'io 
7Ta'ioa TEKe'iv· Too "al ere A.tA.atop.evor; p.e8€r}Kev, 
t' ' ' • ~ ' 't: ,., "' ' ' oEtp.an, p.TJ T£<; eov aVTasto'> a"'"'o<; avacrcrot 
a8avaT(J)V, aA_A_' alev eov KpaTO<; elpvOtTO. 
avTap €ryeu TCJV aptCTTOV E7T'tx8ovl(J)V 7T'OC1tv elvat 
OWKU TOt, ocppa ryap.ov 8vp.TfOeo(j cLVTtUCTEta<;, 

I · ..I. I e \ <;'> > <;' ~ > > 1'\, -TEKVa TE 't'LTVCTato• EOV<; 0 E<; oaLT EKUM!CTCTU 
'TT'aVTa<; op.wr;· avT~ OE creA.a<; xetpecrcrtv avecrxov 
VVp.cp{OtoV, KE[VTf<; aryavocppovo<; e'tveKa Tl!-'TJ'>• . ., "', , , , , ~e , '·'~ U/\.1\. arye Kat TtVa TOt V'YJp.EpTEa p.v OV EV£ 'I' (J). 
evT' ~v €r; 'HA.vcrtov 7reo{ov TEO<; vior; 'tK'YJTat, 
ov o~ vvv Xe{p(J)vor; €v 1]8ecrt KevTavpoto 
VTftaoer; Kop.eovcrt Teov Al'TT'ToVTa ryaA.aKTor;, 
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rocks,! where roar terrible storms of fire and the 
waves foam round the rugged reefs. And now p~:~st 
the mighty rock of Scylla and Charybdis horribly 
belching, a course awaits them. But thee indeed 
from thy infancy did I tend with my own hands 
and love beyond all others that dwell in the salt 
sea because thou didst refuse to share the couch of 
Zeus, for all his desire. For to him such deeds are 
ever dear, to embrace either goddesses or mortal 
women. But in reverence for me and with fear in 
thy heart thou didst shrink from his love ; and he 
then swore a mighty oath that thou shouldst never 
be called the bride of an immortal god. Yet he 
ceased not from spying thee against thy will, 
until reverend Themis declared to him the whole 
truth, how that it was thy fate to bear a son 
mightier than his sire ; wherefore he gave thee up, 
for all his desire, fearing lest another should be his 
m~:~tch ~:~nd rule the immortals, and in order that he 
might ever hold his own dominion. But I gave thee 
the best of the sons of earth to be thy husband, 
that thou mightest find a marriage dear to thy heart 
and bear children ; and I summoned to the feast 
the gods, one and all. And with my own hand I 
rl\ised the bridal torch, in return for the kindly 
honour thou didst pay me. But come, let me tell a 
tale that erreth not. When thy son shall come to 
the Elysian plain, he whom now in the home of 
Cheiron the Centaur water-nymphs are tending, 
though he still craves thy mother milk, it is fated 

1 The Symplegadex are referred to, where help was given by 
Athena, not l_>y Hera. It is strange tlu~t no mention is marlc 
of the Planctae, properly so callerl, past which they are Rnon 
to be helped. Perhaps some lines have fallen out. 
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that he be the husband of Medea, Aeetes' daughter; 
do thou aid thy daughter as a mother should, and 
aid Peleus himself. Why is thy wrath so steadfast? 
He was blinded by folly. For blindness comes even 
upon the gods. Surely at my behest I deem that 
Hephaestus will cease from kindling the fury of his 
flame, and that Aeolus, son of Hippotas, will check 
his swift rushing winds, all but the steady west wind, 
until they reach the havens of the Phaeacians; do 
thou devise a return without bane. The rocks and 
the tyrannous waves are my fear, they alone, and 
them thou canst foil with thy sisters' aid. And let 
them not fall in their helplessness into Charybdis lest 
she swallow them at one gulp, or approach the 
hideous lair of Scylla, Ausonian Scylla the deadly, 
whom night-wandering Hecate, who is called 
Crataeis,1 bare to Phorcys, lest swooping upon them 
with her horrible jaws she destroy the chiefest of 
the heroes. But guide their ship in the course 
where there shall be still a hair's breadth escape 
from destruction." 

Thus she spake, and Thetis answered with these 
words: " If the fury of the ravening flame and the 
stormy winds cease in very deed, surely will I promise 
boldly to save the ship, even though the waves bar 
the way, if only the west wind blows fresh and clear. 
But it is time to fare on a long and measureless path, 
in quest of my sisters who will aid me, and to the 
spot where the ship's hawsers are fastened, that at 
early dawn the heroes may take thought to win their 
home-return." 

She spake, and darting down from the sky fell 
amid the eddies of the dark blue sea; and she called 

1 i.e. the Mighty One. 
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to aid her the rest of the Nereids, her own sisters; 
and they heard her and gathered together ; and 
Thetis declared to them Hera's behests, and quickly 
sped them all on their way to the Ausonian sea. 
And herself, swifter than the flash of an eye or the 
shafts of the sun, when it rises upwards from a far­
distant land, hastened swiftly through the sea, until 
she reached the Aeaean beach of the Tyrrhenian 
mainland. And the heroes she found by the ship 
talfing their pastime with quoits and shooting of 
arrows ; and she drew near and just touched the 
hand of Aeacus' son Peleus, for he was her husband ; 
nor could anyone see her clearly, but she appeared 
to his eyes alone, and thus addressed him: 

" No longer now must ye stay sitting on the 
Tyrrhenian beach, but at dawn loosen the hawsers 
of your swift ship, in obedience to Hera, your 
helper. For at her behest the maiden daughters 
of Nereus have met together to draw your ship 
through the midst of the rocks which are called 
Planctae,1 for that is your destined path. Hut do 
thou show my person to no one, when thou seest 
us come to meet thee, but keep it secret in thy 
mind, lest thou anger me still more than thou didst 
anger me before so recklessly." 

She spake, and vanished into the depths of the 
sea ; but sharp pain smote Peleus, for never before 
had he seen her come, since first she left her bridal 
chamber and bed in anger, on account ·of noble 
Achilles, then a babe. For she ever encompassed 
the child's mortal flesh in the night with the flame 
of fire ; and day by day she anointed with ambrosia 
his tender frame, so that he might become immortal 

1 i:e. the Wanderers. 
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and that she might keep off from his body loathsome 
old age. But Pdeus leapt up from his bed and saw 
his dear son gasping in the flame ; and at the sight 
he uttered a terrible cry, fool that he was; and she 
heard it, and catching up the child threw him 
screaming to the ground, and herself like a breath 
of wind passed swiftly from the hall as a dream and 
leapt into the sea, exceeding wroth, and thereafter 
returned not again. Wherefore blank amazement 
fettered his soul ; nevertheless he declared to his 
comrades all the bidding of Thetis. And they broke 
off in the midst and hurriedly ceased their contests, 
and prepared their meal and earth-strewn beds, 
whereon after supper they slept through the night 
as aforetime. 

Now when dawn the light-bringer was touching 
the edge of heaven, then at the coming of the swift 
west wind they went to their thwarts from the land ; 
and gladly did they draw up the anchors from the 
deep and made the tackling ready in due order ; 
and above spread the sail, stretching it taut with 
the sheets from the yard-arm. . And a fresh breeze 
wafted the ship on. And soon they saw a fitir 
island, Anthemoessa, where the clear-voiced Sh·cns, 
daughters of Achelous, use<l to beguile with their 
sweet songs whoever cast anchor there, and then 
destroy him. Them lovely Terpsichore, one of the 
Muses, bare, united with Achelous ; and once they 
tended Demeter's noble daughter still tm\ted, and 
sang to her in chorus ; and at that time they were 
fashioned in part like birds and in part like maidens 
to behold. And ever on the watch from their place 
of prospect with its fair haven, often from many had 
they taken away their sweet return, consuming 
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them with wasting desire ; and suddenly to the heroes, 
too, they sent forth from their lips a lily-like voice. 
And they were already about to cast from the ship the 
hawsers to the shore, had not Thracian Orpheus; son 
of Oeagrus, stringing in his hands his Bistonian lyre, 
rung forth the hasty snatch of a rippling melody so 
that their ears might be filled with the sound of his 
twanging; and the lyre overcame the maidens' 
voice. And the west wind and the sounding wave 
rushing astern bore the ship on ; and the Sirens 
kept uttering their ceaseless song. But even so the 
goodly son of Teleon alone of the comrades leapt 
before them all from the polished bench into the sea, 
even Butes, his soul melted by the clear ringing 
voice of the Sirens ; and he swam through the dark 
surge to mount the beach, poor wretch. Quickly 
would they have robbed him of his return then and 
there, but the goddess that rules Eryx, Cypris, 
in pity snatched him away, while yet in the eddies, 
and graciously meeting him saved him to dwell on 
the Lilybean height. And the heroes, seized by 
anguish, left the Sirens, but other perils still worse, 
destructive to ships, awaited them in the meeting­
place of the seas. 

For on one side appeared the smooth rock ot 
Scylla ; on the other Charybdis ceaselessly spouted 
and roared ; in another part the Wandering rocks 
were booming beneath the mighty surge, where 
before the burning flame spurted forth from the top 
of the crags, above the rock glowing with fire, and 
the air was misty with smoke, nor could you have 
seen the sun's light. Then, though Hephaestus had 
ceased from his toils, the sea was still sending up a 
warm vapour. · Hereupon on this side and on that 
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the daughters of Nereus met them; and behind, 
lady Thetis set her hand to the rudder-blade, to 
guide them amid the Wandering rocks. And as 
when in fair weather herds of dolphins come up 
from the depths and sport in circles round a ship as 
it speeds along, now seen in front, now behind, now 
again at the side-and delight comes to the sailors ; 
so the Nereids darted upward and circled in their 
ranks round the ship Argo, while Thetis guided its 
course. And when they were about to touch the 
Wandering rocks, straightway they raised the edge 
of their garments over their snow-white knees, and 
aloft, on the very rocks and where the waves broke, 
they hurried along on this side and on that apart 
from one another. And the ship was raised aloft as 
the current smote her, and all around the furious 
wave mounting up broke over the rocks, which at 
one time touched the sky like towering crags, at 
another, down in the depths, were fixed fast at the 
bottom of the sea and the fierce waves poured over 
them in floods. And the Nereids, even as maidens 
near some sandy beach roll their garments up to 
their waists out of their way and sport with a 
shapely-rounded ball ; then they catch it one from 
another and send it high into the air ; and it never 
touches the ground ; so they in tum one from 
another sent the ship through the air over the 
waves, as it sped on ever away from the rocks ; and 
round them the water spouted and foamed. And 
lord Hephaestus himself standing on the summit of 
a smooth rock and resting his massy shoulder on the 
handle of his hammer, beheld them, and the spouse 
of Zeus beheld them as she stood above the gleaming 
heaven; and she threw her arms round Athena, such 
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fear seized her as she gazed. And as long as the 
space of a day is lengthened out in springtime, so 
long a time did they toil, heaving the ship between 
the loud-echoing rocks ; then again the heroes caught 
the wind and sped onward ; and swiftly they passed 
the mead of Thrinacia, where the kine of Helios 
fed. There the nymphs, like sea-mews, plunged 
beneath the depths, when they had fulfilled the 
behests of the spouse of Zeus. And at the same time 
the bleating of sheep came to the heroes through 
the mist and the lowing of kine, near at hand, smote 
their ears. And over the dewy leas Phaethusa, the 
youngest of the daughters of Helios, tended the 
sheep, bearing in her hand a silver crook ; while 
Lampetia, herding the kine, wielded a staff of 
glowing orichalcum 1 as she followed. These kine 
the heroes saw feeding by the river's stream, over 
the plain and the water-meadow ; not one of them 
was dark in hue but all were white as milk and 
glorying in their horns of gold. So they passed 
them by in the day-time, and when night came on 
they were cleaving a great sea-gulf, rejoicing, until 
again early rising dawn threw light upon their 
course. 

Fronting the Ionian gulf there lies an island in 
the Ceraunian sea, rich in soil, with a harbour on 
both sides, beneath which lies the sickle, as legend 
saith-grant me grace, 0 Muses, not willingly do 
I tell this tale of olden days-wherewith Cronos 
pitilessly mutilated his father; but others call it the 
reaping-hook of Demeter, goddess of the nether 
world. For Demeter once dwelt in that island, and 
taught the Titans to reap the ears of com, all for 

1 A fabulous metal, resembling gold in appearance. 
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the love of Macris. Whence it is called Drepane,1 

the sacred nurse of the Phaeacians ; and thus the 
Phaeacians themselves are by birth of the blood of 
Uranus. To them came Argo, held fast by many toils, 
borne by the breezes from the Thrinacian sea; and 
Alcinous and his people with kindly sacrifice gladly 
welcomed their coming ; and over them all the city 
made merry ; thou wouldst say they were rejoicing 
over their own sons. And the heroes themselves 
strode in gladness through the throng, even as 
though they had set foot in the heart of Haemonia ; 
but soon were they to arm and raise the battle-cry ; 
so near to them appeared a boundless host of Colchians, 
who had passed through the mouth of Pontus and 
between the Cyanean rocks in search of the chief­
tains. They desired forthwith to carry off Medea 
to her father's house apart from the rest, or else 
they threatened with fierce cruelty to raise the 
dread war-cry both then and thereafter on the 
coming of Aeetes. But lordly Alcinous checked 
them amid their eagerness for war. For he longed 
to allay the lawless strife between both sides without 
the clash of battle. And the maiden in deadly fear 
often implored the comrades of Aeson's son, and 
often with her hands touched the knees of Arete, 
the bride of Alcinous : 

"I beseech thee, 0 queen, be gracious and deliver 
me not to the Colchians to be borne to my father, if 
thou thyself too art one of the race of mortals, 
whose heart rushes swiftly to ruin from light trans­
gressions. For my firm sense forsook me-it was 
not for wantonness. Be witness the sacred light of 
Helios, be witness the rites of the maiden that 

I i.e. the Sickle-island. 
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tuT(J) vvJCT£7ro'Aov IIepCT17i~o\' OfYYta JCoupfJ\', 
P-~ pev E"(WV €0€"Mvua uvv av~pauw a'AA.o~a7roiu~v 
JCeiOev acf>(J)pp.~O'TJV' UTV"(Epov ~E p.e TapfJo\' ;7T'€t(]'€JI 
~ ""' ~ , e .... ,..,. . '11'' ,..,...,. TTJU"f€ "t'V"f'TJ\' Jl-VTJUaU at, OT 'TJ""'TOV' OVO€ T£\' a"-"-"1 

Jl-fJTt\' b}v. bt p.ot pi,TpTJ p.Evet, W\' EVt 'TT'aTpO\' 
~wp.autv, li')(PaVTO\' /Cat aiC~paTO\'o a'AA.' EAEatpe, 
7roTva, nov TE 1routv p.et}Juueo· uo£ ~· lmauemv 
a8avaTOt {JioTOV TE T€Aeu<f>opov a"(Aaf'TJV TE 

/Cat 7rai~\' Kat ICV~O\' a7rop01]T0£0 7T'OA'TJO\'.' 
Toia JJ-EV 'Ap~T'TJV "(OtJVcL~€'TO OcLKptl xeouua· 

TO'ia ~· aptuT1](J)V evap.ot{Ja~t\' Civopa E/CaUTOV' 
''T ' • I !1'' ' ""'' ' ""'' ' ' 'Jh p.€(J)V, (J) 7rEpt O'TJ JJ-E"fa 'f'epTaTO£, ap...,.t T UEU/\,0£\' 

f' f } t I t If!-. f" t f (J)V ICUJJ-OV VJJ-€TEp0tUtV, aTVo:.OJJ-at' 'TJ\' LOT'TJ'Tt 
, • 'Y: 't: e ' • e' ..... -' · t' -TaVpOV\' T €o:.EtJ'iaq e, JCa£ EIC Epo\' OtJI\A.IOV avop(J)V 

JCelpaTe 'YfJ"fEVE(J)V' 1}\' e'tveJCev Aip.ovlTJvOe 
I t I ,. ' ~I! , ')(PVUEOV aVTt/Ca JC(J)a\' aVu.sETE VOU'TT]UaVTE\'. 

;;~· E"(W, ~ 'TT'cLTP'TJV TE Kat 0~\' w'Aeuua TOICfJa\', 
~ oop.ov, ~ UVJJ-7rauav eu<f>poUVV'TJV {JtO'TOtO. 
IJp.p.t OE JCat 7rcLTP'TJV Kat OWp.aTa vatep.ev aUT£\' , , .... ~ " , , , ·'~ e -fJVtJUa' Kat "f"-ti1CEp0tU£V ET E£UO'I'EU E TOICTJa\' 
IJp.p.autv• avTap ep.o£ a'TT'O 0~ fJapV\' EtAETO ~aiJ.UdV 
ci."(A.ata\'' (]'TV"fEP~ OE uvv oOvelot\' a'A4'ATJp.at. 
&luaTe uvvOeula\' TE Kat opiCta, oeluaT' 'Eptvvv 
'IICEUlTJV, v€p.eulv TE Oewv, E\' xe'ipa\' lovuav 
Al~'TE(J) 'AWfJy 7T'OAV7T'~jJ-OVt oy(J)Of]vat. 
OV V'TJOU\', ov 'TT'VP"fOV blppoOov, OVIC aAE(J)p~v 
li'A'ATJv, oloOt ~€ 7rponfJaA.A.op.at vp.Ea\' ai.ITov\' • • 

1 "\. t I \ t "\. I t ~t t \ e ~ UXETI\.tOt aTp07r£'TJ\' JCa£ aV'TJ"-EE\'' OtJo EV£ upp 
al~e'iuOe eetV'TJ\' p.' E7T't "(OUvaTa xe'ipa\' avcLuU'TJ\' 
0Ep1COJJ-€VOt TE£vouuav ap.?fxavov• aAAa ICE 'TT'aUtll, 

I & .. KAJ.lO" Merkel : oi1vfKflf MSS. 
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wanders by night, daughter of Perses. Not willingly 
did I haste from my home with men of an alien 
race ; but a horrible fear wrought on me to bethink 
me of flight when I sinned ; other device was there 
none. Still my maiden's girdle remains, as in the 
halls of my father, unstained, untouched. Pity me, 
lady, and turn thy lord to mercy; and may the 
immortals grant thee a perfect life, and jGy, and 
children, and the glory of a city unravaged ! " 

Thus did she implore Arete, shedding tears, and 
thus tach of the chieftains in turn : 

"On your account, ye men of peerless might, and 
on account of my toils in your ventures am I sorely 
afflicted ; even I, by whose help ye yoked the bulls, 
and reaped the deadly harvest of the earthborn men ; 
even I, through whom on your homeward path ye 
shall bear to Haemonia the golden fleece. Lo, 
here· am I, who have lost my country and my 
parents, who have lost my home and all the 
delights of life ; to you have I restored your 
country and your homes ; with eyes of gladness 
ye will see again ,your parents ; but from me a 
heavy-handed god has reft all joy ; and with 
strangers I wander, an accursed thing. Fear your 
covenant and your oaths, fear the Fury that avenges 
suppliants and the retribution of heaven, if I fall 
into Aeetes' hands and am slain with grievous 
outrage. To no shrines, no tower of defence, no 
other refuge do I pay heed, but only to you. Hard 
and pitiless in your cruelty! No reverence have ye 
for me in your heart though ye see me helpless, 
stretching my hands towards the knees of a stranger 
queen ; yet, when ye longed to seize the fleece, 
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~ ., ~ ~ ' It: t' I K I' IUJJa<; €/\.€£V f£€JUUJJT€<;, €JJ.£sUT€ oovpaTa 01\.XO£<; 
auTft> T 7 Al~Tf1 tnr€p~vopt· viiv o' €'ML8€ufh 
~vope7J<;, (}T€ f£0VVO£ a:rrOTf£7]"/fVT€<; eautv.' 

"!l ,1.. f ' I ~ t-> tl I~ <; 'f'UTO I\.£UUOf£€V'T/" TCrJV 0 OVT£VU "fOVVU~OtTO, 
o<; f££V Oapuw£UK#fV fP7JTVCrJV cixeovuav. 
U€'iov o' ~x€la<; €U~K£a<; f.v 7raAaf£'[1U£V, 
cpaU"fUVa T' fiC ICOA€0JV" OUOE ux~u€u0at cipw"ffj<; 
lvv€wov, €i K€ ot~e,<; aAtT~f£ovor; civnauet€11• 

UTp€V"fOf£fVO£<; o' civ' Of"tAOV f7T'~Av0ev euv~Tetpa 
N \1: " " t' 1-,. t-' ~ Vs €P"fCrJV avop€uut, K€T€VKTJ"-'TJU€ o€ wauav 

1051) 

'Ya'iav Of£W<;" T~V o' oiln }-£lvvv0a wep €ilvau€V V7T'VO<;, 100! 
UAAU oi f.v UTepvot<; cixewv €tAlUU€TO OVf£0<;. 
olov OT€ KACrJUTijpa "fVV~ TaAa€p"fo<; €Atuuet 

1 I ,.. ~' t ,I..' I t ncb \ I 
€VVVX£"1" T'[1 o Uf£'1'£ K£VVp£Ta£ or 1 ava T€KVU 
X"'POUVV'[1 7T'OU£0<;" UTaAa€£ o' V7T'O oa~epv 7rap€ta<; 
p.VCrJOf£fV"l<;, Ot'YJ f£1V f.wl Uf£V"f€P~ MfJ€v aZua· 
W<; Tfj<; lKf£ULVOVTO 7T'UP7JiO€<;" f11 o€ oi ~Top 
t 1: I '"\. "" I . ' ,I..' '~I 0s€t?J<; €£/\.€£TO 7r€1rUff£€110V llf£'1' OOVV?JU£'f'• 

Ted 0' lvToa8E Oopoto !CaTd, 7rT0Atv, OJ~ TO 7T&­
pot8€v, 

Kp€lCrJI' 'A7uc£voor; 7T'OAV'Tf'OT11ta T' 'A7uct1100t0 
'Ap~T'YJ a;\oxo<;, ICOVP7J<; 7rept f"'YJTtaauKOV 
l t \ -,. I ~ \ I ,1.. l t'> > I 

0 UU' €V£ "'€X€€UUt ota KV€'f'a<;" 0 a o UKO£T"'V 
Kovp£oto11 OaAf:po'iut OUJ.£Up 7rpouwn1uu€To f£V8ot<;" 

'Na' cptAor;, ei o' a'Y£ f£0£ 7T'OAVKTJOfU pvw Ko>..-
xwv 

wap0€v£KIJ11, Ml11UvU£ cf>lr11 xaptv. f'Y"'VB£ o' "A no<; 
1jj.£€TfP7J<; 111JUOtO Ka~ aV€p€<; Aij.£0VtTJe<;" 
AliJTIJ<; o' oiJT' ~v vai€1 uxeoov, ovo€ T£ iOj.£€V . 
AlrinJ11, tl;\}..' olo11 tiKovof£€11" 7j& OE KOVf1'1 
ai1107ra0~<; KaTli JJ.Ol 110011 eKAaU€11 UVTtOCrJUa. 
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ye would have met all the Colchians face to face 
and haughty Aeetes himself; but now ye have 
forgotten your courage, now that they are all aione 
and cut off." 

Thus she spake, beseeching; and to whomsoever 
she bowed in prayer, that man tried to give her 
heart and to check her anguish. And in their 
hands they shook their sharp pointed spears, and· 
drew the swords from their sheaths ; and they swore 
they would not hold back from giving succour, if she 
should meet with an unrighteous judgement. And 
the host were all wearied and Night came on them, 
Night that puts to rest the works of men, and lulled 
all the earth to sleep ; but to the maid no sleep 
brought rest, but in her bosom her heart was wrung 
with anguish. Even as when a toiling woman tums 
her spindle through the night, and round her moan 
her orphan children, for she is a widow, and down 
her cheeks fall the tears, as she bethinks her how 
dreary a lot hath seized her; so Medea's cheeks 
were wet; and her heart within her was in agony, 
pierced with sharp pain. 

Now within the palace in the city, as aforetime, 
lay lordly Alcinous and Arete, the revered wife of 
Alcinous, and on their couch through the night they 
were devising plans about the maiden ; and him, as 
her wedded husband, the wife addressed with loving 
words: 

"Yea, my friend, come, save the woe-stricken 
maid from the Colchians and show grace to the 
Minyae. Argos is near our isle and the men ot 
Haemonia ; but Aeetes dwells not near, nor do we 
know of Aeetes one whit : we hear but his name ; 
but this maiden of dread suffering hath broken my 
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I " f: K 1.... I , ' " (} fJ/TJ Jl-t111 aliaS", 01\.'X,OtU£ 7TOpOtf; Ef; 7TaTpor; a'YEU at. 
luiuO,, (he 7rproTa f3oroll OeXICTT]pta oro/CEll lOill• 
A,. I I ' \:'18 \:'' ~ I ~I ..,apfJ-aiCa Ot • U'X,€00 Ell OE /Ca/Ctp ICaiCOll, Ota TE 

1roXM 
f 11'_ t "\. - I t I f /'\. f! pE':>OJI-Ell UJI-7Tn.a/C£'{1Utll, aiCElOJI-EV'TJ IJ?ra"'VsEll 
7TaTpor; V7TEp</>taXoto f3apUll xoXoll. avTO.p 'hju(i)ll, 

f ) I '"\. 1 I t f! ftd tf 
(i)f; llUJJ1 f.I.E'Yai\.OtUtll ElltU'X,ETa£ Es EUEll OpiCOtf;, 
ICOVptOi-TJll Of]ueuOat Ell~ JI-E'YtLPOUTtll aiCOtTtll. 
Tro, <f>l>..e, "'""T' OVll aUTOll eiC6Jll E7Tlop1COV opiluuat 
Oel,r; AluolllO'TJll, }J-1]T' aUX,ETa ueio eiC'TJTt 
1ra£oa 7TaT~P Ovpip ICEICOT'TJOTL 07JX'IjuatTo. 
Xl1]ll 'YfAP ovu~'TJML €air; E7TI. 7Tatu£ TOIC~r;· 
ola JI-Ell 'AliTt07T'TJll e.vro7TtOa J~-fJuaTo N vnevr;· ltl!ll! 

ola o€ /Cat dalla7] 7TOVTtp Ellt 7T'IjJI-UT' all&x,, 
7TaTpoc; aTau8axlyut• liEOV 'Yf }J-Ell, ovo' a7TOT'TJAOU, 
v/3ptuT~f; "E~ETOf; 'YXT]llat<; Ellt xaXICEa ICEliTpa 
7T~e€ Ov-yaTpoc; e~r;· UTOliOEVTt o€ ICap<f>eTat ofTrp 
> A,. I > \ '\. •• \ >'\. I '\. ~ > op..,llat'[l Ell£ xai\.II.Oll ai\.ETpEVOVUa /Cal\.t'[l. ·n "A. > > I ~ 1:'\ A,. I > I 

f; e..,aT UliTOJI-EV'TJ" TOV oe ..,pell€<; taWOVTO 
.!;. '"> I I(} ol \:'> I \ ~ ol 'I<; UI\.O'X,OV JI-V OtU£111 €7TO<; 0 €7T£ T0£0ll EE£7T€ll" 

'A I ' ' ' '!:.-">.!. ' P'TJT'TJ, /Cat /CEll uvll Tevxeuw Es.,n.auat}J-t 
KoX~ovc;, f]pwe.uut <f>E,PCJJll -x,apw, eilleiCa "ovp7Jr; . 
aXXa dto<; oe/ootKa OtiC'TJll tOeiall aTluuat. lltl! 

ovoE JI-Ell Al1]T'TJV Mept~EJI-Ell, ~ 0,-yopevetr;, 
Xrotoll' ov 'Yap Tt<; /3autXEvTepor; Al'ljTao. 
/Cal "' lOeXwll, eiCaOill 7TEp, lcf • EXXaot liEtiCOf; 

a'YOLTO. 
Tro J.l-' E7TEO£/CE 0£1C1]ll, .;]Ttf; JI-ETa 7TclUtll ap£uT1] 
" , 8 , 1:' yl 1\:'1 , EUUETat all pCJJ7TOtUt, 01/Ca':>EJI-Ell" OVO€ UE ICEUUCJJ. 
7TapOe.vtK~v JI-Ell louuall €{p a7To 7TaTp£ ."o""uuat 
l8uliCJJ" XEICTpOll o€ UUll allept 7TOpualliOVUall 
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heart by her prayers. 0 king, give her not up to 
the Colchians to be borne back to her father's home. 
She was distraught when first she gave him the 
drugs to charm the oxen ; and next, to cure one ill 
by another, as in our sinning we do often, she fled 
from her haughty sire's heavy wrath. But Jason, as 
I hear, is bound to her by mighty oaths that he will 
make her his wedded wife within his halls. Where­
fore, my friend, mak~ not, of thy will, Aeson's son 
to be forsworn, nor let the father, if thou canst help, 
work some intolerable mischief on his child. For 
fathers are all too jealous against their children ; 
what wrong did Nycteus devise against Antiope, fair 
of face ! What woes did Danae endure on the wide 
sea through her sire's mad rage! Of late, and not far 
·away, Echetus in wanton cruelty thrust spikes of 
bronze in his daughter's eyes; and by a grievous 
fate is she wasting away, grinding grains of bronze 
in a dungeon's gloom." 

Thus she spake, beseeching; and by his wife's 
words his heart was softened, and thus he 
spake: 

" Arete, with arms I could drive forth the COl­
chians, showing grace to the heroes for the maiden's 
sake. But I fear to set at nought the righteous 
judgement of Zeus. Nor is it well to take no thought 
of Aeetes, as thou sayest: for none is more lordly 
than Aeetes. And, if he willed, he might bring war 
upon Hellas, though he dwell afar. Wherefore it is 
right for me to deliver the judgement that in all 
men's eyes shall be best; and I will not hide it from 
thee. If she be yet a maid I decree that they carry 
her back to her father; but if she shares a husband's 
bed, I will not separate her from her lord; nor, if 
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>I f ~ I ,1..1 >II' I ILh OV p.tV €0V 7T'OUtO~ VOU't'£UUOp4£" OVO€, "f€V€Ut1,'YJV 
t1 ' f \ "\. I ,/,.I t' ' ' I ' Et TW V7T'O U7r"'aryxvotut 't'epet, oyotutv 07rauuw. •n , , ,,~..· , , , , '~'' , 

~ ap €'t''YJ" /CUt 'TOV JJ-€V €7r£UX€OOV €VVUU€V 
" V'TT"VO~. 

1} o' l7ro~ iv 8vp.fi> 'TrVKtVOV /3aXeT'· av'Tl/Ca o' WpTO 
> "\. I > \ II'~ I f: II'\ ~ 

€/C "'EXEWV ava owp.a• UUVTJtsaV 0€ "fVVUt/C€~ 
> ,/..I "\. II' I <\ I I ap.'t't'TT"O"'Ot, O€CT7T"OlVUV €7JV Jl-€TU 'TT"Ot'TrVVOUUat. 

u'i'Ya o' EOV ICTJPVICU ICaXeuuap.Ev'YJ 7rpOUE€£7r€V, 

!Juw f7rt4>poulwyuw f7rO'Tpuv€ovua p.t"f~Vat 
Aluov[O'YJV ICoupy, p.'YJO' 'AA.!Ctvoov fJautA.~a 
.... ! e , , , , " K ~.... t' I ""'UU€U at· 'TO "(Up UVTO~ £.WV O"'~OtUt 0£/CUUU€£, 
7rap8€V£/C~V p.'Ev iovuav EOV 'TrOT~ owp.a'Ta 7ru'Tpo~ 
f/COWU€tv, XEIC'Tpov oe uvv avept 7rOpua{vovuav 

> I t'l J 11: ,/.. "\. I OVIC€Tt ICOVI)£0£7]~ JJ-LV U7rO'TJJ-TJs€tV 't't"'OT'YJ'TO~. ·n >I > J ,1.. \ t-> ... 1~ I t' ,1.. I > 1 
~ ap E't''YJ" 'TOV o at.,. a 7rOO€~ 't'epov €/C p.€"(apoto, 

&J~ ICEV 'I~uovt p.v8ov ivalutp.ov U"f"fE[Xetev 
'Ap'Tj'T'YJ~ fJovXa~ T£ 8eovo€o~ 'AA.!Cwooto. 
TO~ o' EVpEv 7rap4 V'YJ(, uvv lv'TEU£V f'YP~UUOV'Ta~ 
'TXXtiCfj> iv Xtp.evt, uxeoov au'TEo~ · fiC o' apa 7rauav 
7re1>pa0€V U"f'YEA.l'YJV" 'Y~8TJUE oe Bvp.O~ EIIUCT'TOV 
f}pwrov· p.aXa 'Yap u~tv eaoo'Ta p.v8ov let7rev. 

AvTtiCa o€ "PTJT~pa "epauuap.evot p,a1Capeuuw 
a 8' , ' , t:J, ~ .... ' ' ' 'I Ep.t<;, €VU"(€(A)~ E'TrlfJWJl-IU /J-'YJ"' €pVUUV'T€~, 

avTovvx£ ICOUPll 8aA.ap.~toV lv'TVOV EVV~V 
avTplp iv Tr!a8€rp, To8t o1j 'TrOT€ Ma1Cpt~ lvatEV, 
1Coup7J 'AptuTaloto p.eA.tq,povo~, o~ pa p.eXtuu€rov 
lna 7rOXVICJJ-~TOtO T, aveupaTO 7rmp l>..a,['YJ~· 
ICElVTJ o~ 7rap.7rproTa ~to~ N vu1jwv vla · 
EvfJo£11~ lVTou8ev 'A/3avTloo~ ,P iv£ ICoX7rrp 
Oe~a'To, ICa~ p.eXtT£ ~7]pov 7rEpt ~E'iXo~ loevuev, 
€UTE p.tv 'Epp.e[M ~epev f/C 7rVpo~· lopaK€ o' "HP1J, 
/Cat E xoXrouafUVTJ 'TT"UU'TJ~ i~~MUE v~uov. 
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she bear a child beneath her breast, will I give it up 
to an enemy." 

Thus he spake, and at once sleep laid him to rest. 
And she stored up in her heart the word of wisdom, 
and straightway rose from her couch and went 
through the palace ; and her handmaids came 
hasting together, eagerly tending their mistress. 
But quietly she summoned her herald and addressed 
him, in her prudence urging Aeson's son to wed the 
maiden, and not to hpplore Alcinous; for he himself, 
she said, will decree to the Colchians that if she is 
still a maid he will deliver her up to be borne to her 
father's house, but that if she shares a husband's 
bed he will not sever her from wedded love. 

Thus she spake, and quickly from the hall his feet 
bore him, that he might declare to .Jason the fair­
omened speech of Arete and the counsel of god­
fearing Alcinous. And he found the heroes watching 
in full armour in the haven of Hyllus, near the 
city ; and out he spake the whole message ; and 
each hero's heart rejoiced; for the word that he 
spake was welcome. 

And straigl"!tway they mingled a bowl to the 
blessed ones, as is right, and reverently led sheep 
to the altar, and for that ve1·y night prepared for 
the maiden the bridal couch in the sacred cave, 
where once dwelt Macris, the daughter of Aristaeus, 
lord of honey, who discovered the works of bees and 
the fatness of the olive, the fruit of labour. She it 
was that first received in her bosom the Nysean 
son of Zeus in Abantian Euhoea, and with honey 
moistened his parched lips when Hermes bore him out 
of the flame. And Hera beheld it, and in wrath drove 
her from the whole island. And she accordingly came 
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~ o' /lpa <f>at~KWV LEprp ev~ T'TJA08Ev llvTptp 
vauuaTO, Ka~ 'Tt'opev o'A.fJov a8~uf/>aTOV evvafTfJtTW. 
~vOa ToT' ftTTopeuav A~KTpov J.L~'Ya· Toio o' V7Tep8ev 
'XPVI7EOV al'Y~iJev KWa<; {3aA.ov, orf>pa 7TfAO£TO 

T£j.£~E£<; TE 'YUf£0<; ~eal aotOtp.o<;. /1v8ea 0~ af/>tv 
, A. ' ' ... - ~ , \ , ... - '~ VVfL't'a£ ap.t:p'YOfLEVa£ tu!VKO£<; EV£ 'Tt'OtK£1\,U, KOI\.'TT'O£<; 

, A. ' . ' ~' ' " ",.A, " " ecr.,opeov· 'Tt'aaa<; oe 7Tvpo<; w<; al""f'E'Tt'EV at'YA'TJ" 
..., ' \ I L) I , I ,t! 

T0£0V a'Tt'O 'XPVI7EWV UVI7aVWV ap.apU1717ETO 't'E'Y"fO<;. 

oaie o' ev of/>8a~p.o'i<; 'YAVKeptw 'Tt'o8ov· taxe o' 
EICMT'TJV 

aloro<; L€"11-~V'TJV 'Tt'Ep op.w<; f'Tf'~ xe'ipa fJaA.~crOat. 
ai p.w T' Al'Yaiov 7TOTap.ov ~eaA.~ovTo O{,yaTpet;· 
'N" A.'M' ''A.' at 0 opeo<; KOpv.,a<; EALT'TJ£0V ap..,EVEJ.LOVTO" 

al o' ~crav fK 'Tt'EOlwv UM17t0E<;. 6Jpcre 'Yap avTi} 
"Hp'TJ Z17vO<; /l~eotTt<;, 'I~aova ~evoalvovaa. 
~ee'ivo ~ea~ ela~Tt vfJ,, t'epov ~eA.17t~eTat llVTpov 
M,oe£,,., oOt TOVI7'YE 17UV UAA~A0ti71V ~J.LtEav 
TEtvap.evat eavou<; EVWOEa<;. oi o' €vl xepalv 
oovpaTa vwp.'f/aaVTE<; ap1ta, f£~ 7Tplv e<; UAK~V 
ovap.ev~wv a[O'TJAO<; e'Tt't{Jpiaetev op.tA.o<;, 

' o;,• 'A. ,, ... , ' , ' KpaaTa 0 EU't'VAAOL<; E17TEJ.LJ.LEVO£ aKpEJ.LOVEI717tV, 
ep.p,eA.~w<;, 'Oryijo<; v'Tt'al A.i'Ya rf>opp.i~ovTo<; 
vvp.f/>totaL<; VfLEVatOV f'Tf'l 7Tp0f£0AV17LV /1etOOV. 
ou ~v ev , AAKW00£0 'YtLJ.LOV J.LEV~atve Tf:A~I717a£ 
7]pw<; Alaov[O'TJ<;, J.LE'Yapot<; o' €vl 'Tt'aTpO<; eo'io, 
VOI7T~I7a<; e<; 'IwA.~eov V'Tt'0Tp07TO<;" 61<; oe ~eal avT;, 
M lo;, A. , , , • \ .3. ~ 

170Eta .,poveeaKE" TOT av XPEW 'f'YE f£L'Y11Vat • 
.... ... \ \ , A.~... o;, Ll' , Ll , al\.1\.a 'YaP OV'Tt'OTE .,vAa OV'TJ'Tt'auewv avupw'Tt'wv 

TEp'Tt'wA.ij<; f'Tt'~fJ'TJJ.LEV o'A.tp 'Tt'OO[• 17UV 0~ TL<; aiel 
\ lf:h. '""- I 'tl 'Tt'£KP11 ?Tapp.ep.,..."'w~eev eu.,poavvyatv aVL'TJ. 
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to dwell far off, in the sacred cave of the Phaeacians, 
and granted boundless wealth to the inhabitants. 
There at that time did they spread a mighty couch ; 
and thereon they laid the glittering fleece of gold, :-. 
that so the marriage might be made honoured and · 
the theme of song. And for them nymphs gathered 
flowers of varied hue and bore them thither in their 
white bosoms; and a splendour as of flame played 
round them all, such a light gleamed from the 
golden tufts. And in their eyes it kindled a sweet 
longing ; yet for all her desire, awe withheld each 
one from laying her hand thereon. Some were · 
called daughters of the river Aegaeus ; others dwelt 
round the crests of the Meliteian mount ; and othtus 
were woodland nymphs from the plains. For Hera 
herself, the spouse of Zeus, had sent them to do 
honour to Jason. That cave is to this day called 
the sacred cave of Medea, where they spread the 
fine and fragrant linen and brought these two 
together. And the heroes in their hands wielded 
their spears for war, lest first a host of foes should 
burst upon them for battle unawares, and, their 
heads enwreathed with leafy sprays, all in harmony, 
while Orpheus' harp rang clear, sang the marriage 
song at the entrance ,to . the bridal chamber. 
Yet not in the house of Alcinous was the hero, 
Aeson's son, minded to complete his marriage, but 
in his father's hall when he had returned home to 
Iolcus; and such was the mind of Medea herself; 
but necessity led them to wed at this time. For 
never in truth do we tribes of woe-stricken mortals 
tread the path of delight with sure foot ; but still 
some bitter affliction keeps pace with our joy. 
Wherefore they too, though their souls were melted 
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~ ' \ "\ ~ ' , ri."' 
TCd Kat TOIJ~ 'Y"-IJK€fY{I 7r€p tatvOJ.I.€VOIJ~ 'f'ti\.OT1]T£ 
oe'ip.' lxev," el T€XeotTO 0£lLKptCTt~ 'A'AKtV00£0, 

'Hf1~ o' ap.f3poq£otCTtV avepxoJJ.fV7] rpae€CTCT£V 
Xiie K€Mtvi}v VVKTa Ot' ¥po~· ai o' E'YfMCTCTaV 
~tOV€~ V~CTOto Ka~ EpCT~€CTCTat /17rroiJev 
aTpa7rtTO~ 7f'€0lrov· ev 0~ Opoo~ lCTK€V U'YVtak 
K£vvvT' evvaeTat p.~v ava 'Tf'ToXtv, o£ o' a7rOT1]MV 
KoXxot MaKpt0£1]~ f'Tf'~ 7T'€tpaCTt xepv~CT0£0. 
avTlKa o' 'AXKtvoo~ p.€T€/3~CT€TO CTVV0€CTL'!JCTlV 
II. f 'f: I I rl ' ~' f'f \ OV VOOV €r;eperov K0Vp7]<; V7r€p' €V o O'Y€ X€tpt 
CTK177rTpov lxev XPVCTo'io OtKaCT7ro'Aov, ~ V'Tf'O Xao~ 
lOe[a<; ava 11CTTV OmepivoVTo IJep.tCTTa<;. 

~ I:'\ ' •t: , "\- , , 1:', 
T«p oe Kat er;et7]<; 7T'O"-"J.1.11ta Tevxea ot•VT€<; 

<l>at~KCdV oi f1ptCTTOt op.tXaOOV ECTTtXOCdVTO. 
~proa<; 0~ 'YvvatK€~ aoXX€e~ eKToiJt 'Tf'VP'YCdV 
f3a'ivov E7ro,Yop.evat• CTVV o' UVfp€<; 0,-ypotroTai 
fiVTeov elCTatovTe<;, f'Tf'd V1]p.epTea f3aEtv 

•• , Hp'l] E7rt7T'p0€1]1Cev. I1'Y€V o' 0 p.w eKICptTOV /1XN.Jv 
apvet6v p.~Xrov, o o' aeP'Y'I]X~v €n 7ropnV' 
""" 1:'• '.,A.A. ~ ' 1:'' " " a"-"'Ot o al""f't'f'Op7]a~ €7T'tCTX€oOV tCTTaCTaV OtVOV 
KipvaCTOat• Overov o' U7T'OT1]"X00t IC~IC£€ Xt'YVV<;. 
ai 0~ 'Tf'OAVICJ.I.~TOV~ EUVOV<; rpepov, ola 'YVVatiCE~, 
p.eiXta T€ ~vCTo'io Kal a"AXoi17v e'Tf'~ To'iaw 
U'YMt1]V, Ot1]V T€ VI:O~IJ'Y€~ fVTVVOVTat' 
Oap.f3evv o' elCToporoCTat apt7rp€7rfCdV fJprorov 
ei'oea ~eal p.op¢a~. ev 0€ CT¢tCTtV Oi.U-ypoto 
viov iJ7f'al ¢opp.t'f'YO<; EVKpfiCTOV Kal aot01j<; 
T"prpea CTt'YaXo€VT£ 7rf00V 1CpoTeOVTa 7r€0LX'f' • 

. .. A. ,!)' " !l. " , , VIJI""f'al aap.t'Ya 'Tf'aCTat, OTE J.I.V'TJCTatTO 'YapAJttJ 
tp.epoeviJ' up.fvatov av~'TT'IJOV' f1'AMT€ o' aVre 
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with sweet love, were held by fear, whether the 
sentence of Alcinous would be fulfilled. 

Now dawn returning with her beams divine 
scattered the gloomy night through the sky ; and 
the island beaches laughed out and the paths over 
the plains far off, drenched with dew, and there was 
a din in the streets ; the people were astir through­
out the city, and far away the Colchians were astir 
at the bounds of the isle of Macris. And straight­
way to them went Alcinous~ by reason of· his 
covenant, to declare his purpose concerning the 
maiden ; and in his hand he held a golden staff, his 
staff of justice, whereby ·the people had righteous 
judgments meted out to them throughout the city. 
And with him in order due and arrayed in their 
harness of war went marching, band by band, the 
chiefs of the Phaeacians. And from the towers 
came forth the women in crowds to gaze upon the 
heroes ; and the country folk came to meet them 
when they heard the news, for Hera had sent forth 
a true report. And one led the chosen ram of his 
flock, and another a heifer that had never toiled ; 
and others set hard by jars of wine for mixing ; and 
the smoke of sacrifice leapt up far away. And 
women bore tine linen, the fruit of much toil, as 
women will, and gifts of gold and varied ornaments 
as well, such as are brought to newly-wedded brides; 
and they marvelled when they saw the shapely forms 
and beauty of the gallant heroes, and among them 
the son of Oeagrus, oft beating the ground with 
gleaming sandal, to the time of his loud-ringing lyre 
and song. And all the nymphs together, whenever 
he .recalled the marriage, uplifted the lovely bridal­
chant ; and at times again they sang alone as they 
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olofJev oiat CUt~OV e>..ta-UOfUVat 1rep£ IC{JICMV, 
'' HP"7, a-e'io eiCf]Tt' a-v 'Yap ~ea£ br£ !f>pea-£ fJr,~eac; 
'A ' ' "' I () " 'A" ·- ' 1200 P'YJT'[I, 7rVICtvov ,.,au at erroc; ""'tvoow. 
airrap O"f' we; Ta 7rproTa ~£1Cf]<; ava 7re£paT' €et7rf.V 
lfJe£,.,c;, il~'YJ ~€ "fap.ov TEM<; €~eX~ta-To, 
€p.1re~ov 6Jc; aAE"fVVE ~tap.1repec;· ovoe e Tap{Joc; 
OVAOOV, ov~€ fJape'iat f7r~XvfJov Al~Tao 

I t I t'J t ,..._ '1: tl f'l fi-'YJVLE<;, app'YJICTOta'£ 0 f.Vto:,f.Vsa<; E')(,f.V OpiCO£<;. 
~ ' ., ' .... , K'" .. .:.a ' , TCJJ ICa£ 0'1' 'YJ"-Efi-UTCJJ<; 01\.XO£ ,_...,ov aVTtOCJJVTE<;, 

~ea£ a-!f>eac; ~E fJef.L£UTa<; eac; etpva-fJat aVCJJ"fEV, 
" >..t,dVCJJV 'YaLTJ<; T. a7rOT'YJAOfJ£ vr,ac; fEP'Yf.£11, 
~~ TOT€ f.L£11 fJaa-tXr,oc; eov Tpop.foVTe<; €vmac; 
~exfJa£ f.LEtAL~aVTO UVV~f.LOVa<;• aM£ ~E ~a-cp 1210 

~llV p.aA.a <f>aPJICf.a'a'£ p.ET' av~paa-t vatf.Tltaa'ICOV, 
' ' B 't- ' 'E"' ' fJ " f.ta'OTf. aiCxtaoat, "f€Vf.'YJV 't'VP'YJ f.V f.OVTf.<;, 

tivepec; €vvaa-a-avTo p.eTa XPovov· ol ~€ 1repal,.,v 
vr,a-ov €fJav· ~ee'ifJev ~€ Kepavvta p.EXA.ov 'A{JaVTCJJv 
oi'Jpea, Nea-Talovc; Te ~ea£ 'flpt~e6v ela-a!f>t~eea-fJat· 
cixxa Ta p.€v tnelxovTO<; a~,, alwvoc; ETtJxfJTJ. 
MotpaCJJv ~· €n ~ee'ia-e fJvTJ €7reTeta ~exovTat 
~eat Nvp.!f>eCJJv Nop.low ~eafJ' lepov 'A1roA.A.CJJvoc; 
{JCJJp.ol, Tovc; M"~~eta ~eafJla-a-aTo. 1roA.A.0, ~· lova-w 
'AX~elvooc; Mtvvatc; ~etv~ta, 1roXXO, ~· lJ1raa-a-ev 1220 
'Ap~T'YJ' fi-ETcZ ~· avTe ~vw~e~ea ~ro~eev brea-fJat 
M,.,~etv ~p.CJJcZc; <l>atTJICl~ac; €" fi-E'Yapoto. 
i]p.an ~· e/3~0/L(LT!p tlpe7raVTJV Al1rov· i]XvfJe ~· ovpoc; 
a~epa~c; ~rofJev {nr€~e tltoc;· ol ~· avep.oto 
7rVQtfi E7rE£"fOp.evot 7rpoTepCJJ fJeov. tiA.A.Q, "fcZp oi'J7rCJJ 
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circled in the dance, Hera, in thy honour; for 
it was thou that didst put it into the heart of 
Arete to proclaim the wise word of Alcinous. 
And as soon as he had uttered the decree of his 
righteous judgement, and the completion of the 
marriage had been proclaimed, he took care that 
thus it should abide fixed; and no deadly fear 
touched him nor Aeetes' grievous wrath, but he kept 
his judgement fast bound by unbroken oaths. So 
when the Colchians learnt that they were beseeching 
in vain and he bade them either observe his 
judgements or hold their ships away from his 
harbours and land, then they began to dread the 
threats of their own king and besought Alcinous 
to receive them as comrades; and there in the island 
long time they dwelt with the Phaeacians, until in 
the course of years, the Bacchiadae, a race sprung 
from Ephyra,1 settled among them; and the Colchians 
passed to an island opposite ; and thence they were 
destined to reach the Ceraunian hills of the Abantes, 
and the Nestaeans and Oricum; but all this was 
fulfilled after long ages had passed. And still the 
altars which Medea built on the spot sacred to 
Apollo, god of shepherds, receive yearly sacrifices in 
honour of the Fates and the Nymphs. And when 
the Minyae departed many gifts of friendship did 
Alcinous bestow, and many Arete; moreover she 
gave Medea twelve Phaeacian handmaids from the 
palace, to bear her company. And on the seventh 
day they left Drepane ; and at dawn came a fresh 
breeze from Zeus. And onward they sped borne 
along by the wind's breath. Howbeit not yet was 

I The old name of Corinth. 
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it ordained for the heroes to set foot on Achaea, until 
they had toiled even in the furthest bounds of Libya. 

Now had they left behind the gulf named after 
the Ambracians, now with sails wide spread the 
land of the Curetes, and next in order the narrow 
islands with the Echinades, and the ·land of Pelops 
was just descried ; even then a baleful blast of the 
north wind seized them in mid-course and swept 
them towards the Libyan sea nine nights . and as 
many days, until they came far within Syrtis, where­
from is no return for ships, when they are once 
forced into that gulf. For on every hand are shoals, 
on every hand masses of seaweed from the depths ; 
and over them. the foam of the wave washes without 
noise ; and there is a stretch Qf sand to the dim 
horizon ; and there moveth nothing that creeps or 
flies. Here accordingly the flood-tide-for this tide 
often retreats from the land and bursts back again 
over the beach coming on with a rush and roar­
thrust them suddenly on to the innermost shore, 
and but little of the keel was left in the water. 
And they leapt forth from the ship, and sorrow 
seized them when they gazed on the mist and the 
levels of vast land stretching far like a mist and con­
tinuous into the distance; no spot for water, no path, 
no steading of herdsmen did they descry afar off, but 
all the scene was possessed by a dead calm. And 
thus did one hero, vexed in spirit, ask another : 

" What land is this? Whither has the tempest 
hurled us? Would that, reckless of deadly fear, we 
had dared to rush on by that same path between the 
clashing rocks! ·Better were it to have overleapt 
the will of Zeus and perished in venturing some 
mighty deed. But now what should we do, held back 
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aVOt plvetv TV'TOov 7r€p f7r~ 'XPOVOV; olov epf,p.TJ 
1reta ~uJJ'A.vyl,.,r; civa7re7rTaTat ~7re£poto.' 

•nr; ap' lcf>"'' p.eTtt ~· avTo<; ap.7JX,av£y ICaiCOT'TJTO<; 
lOvvT~P 'Ary"a'ior; ci"'YJ'Xep.evor; aryopevuev· 1260 
''!lXop.eO' alvoTaTov ~T]Oev p.{Jpov, ov~' imaXv~t<; 
len' aT7J<;' 7rapa ~· ap.p.t Ttt ICVVTaTa 7r7Jp.avOT]vat 
Ty~' im' ep7JJ.LaL'[I 7rE7rT7JOTa<;, el /Cat a?}Tat 
xepcroOe,v ap.7rVEVtrEtav· f'TT"E~ TEVaryw~Ea AEVtrfi(J) 
n]A€ 7rEptcrKo7rewv a'A.a 7ravTo0ev- 7/XtOa ~· uowp 
~atvop.evov 7roXtficrw e7rtTpoxaet '[rap.&,Ootcrtv. 
"at "ev €mer p.vryepwr; ~,a ~~ 1ra'A.at f]o' eiCeacrOTJ 
V7JU<; iep~ xepcrov 7TOAAOV 7rpocrw· ciXXa p.tv avT~ 
'TT"A'YJJ.LJJ-Up~r; €" 1rovoroto p.eTaxOov£7Jv e!Cop.tcrcrev. 
vuv o' ~ ,Uv 7rE'A.aryocr~E p.eTetrcrUTat, olo0t o' a'A.p.7J t!r.i' 
a'TT"AoO<; elM'iTat, rya[7J<; U'TT"Ep ocrcrov lxovcra. 

I > > \ ~ \ > ) h It' ,/.. \ '.1...0 
TOUVE/C eryw 1racrav p.ev a1r fl\,7rtoa 't'"'f££ ICE/Co., at 
vaVTtA[TJ<; VOtrTOU TE. ~a7Jp.otrVV7JV ~e Tt<; aX'A.o<; 
cf>alvot ef,v·1 7rapa ryap oi e7r' olf,ICecrcrt Oaacruew 
p.awplvw ICOp.to?}r;. a'A.'A.' ov p.ciXa vocrTtp.oV ~p.ap 
Z \ '0 1"'- 1 'cb'' I "1.!. , EU<; E €1\.el 1Cap.aTOttr£V Ef 7Jf£€T€p0ttrt T€1\.etrtra£, 

•nr; cf>aTO ~a!CpVOEt<;' cruv ~· EVVE'TT"()V acrxaXowvT£ 
ocrtrO£ ecrav V7JWV ~E~aTJpiVO£' ev ~ apa 7ratrtV 
1raxvwO,., "Pa~t,.,, ~vTo ~e x""A.oor; cip.cf>£ 1rapetar;. 
olov ~· a'[rv')(,O£tr£V EOt/COTE<; el~w'A.otcrtv 12il' 
avepe<; eiX[ucrovTat avtt 7rTOA£V, I, 1ro'JI.lp.oto 
I, Xotp.o'io TeXor; 'TT"OTt~eryp.evot, ~€ nv' l5p./3pov 
llcr7reTov, ocrTE /3owv ICaTtt p.upla l!C'A.vcrev lprya, 
f,. tf ) I f: I ( I tto- I TJ oTav avTop.aTa -;oava pE'[I topwovTa 
aip.an, /Cat p.v!Cat tr7JICOts lvt cf>avTatwvTat, 
~e Kat ~e'A.tor; plurp 7/p.aTt VVICT' e7rary'[lcrtv 

1 <t>e~lvo1 Hw Madvig: <t>e~lvolfv LG. 
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by the winds to stay here, if ever so short a time ? 
How desolate looms before us the edge of the 
limitless land ! " 

Thus one spake ; and among them Ancaeus the 
helmsman, in despair at their evil case, spoke with 
grieving heart : " Verily we are undone by a terrible 
doom ; there is no escape from ruin ; we must suffer 
the cruellest woes, having fallen on this desolation, 
even though breezes should blow from the land; for, 
as I gaze far around, on every side do ·I behold a sea 
of shoals, and masses of water, fretted line upon line, 
run over the hoary sand. And miserably long ago 
would our sacred ship have been shattered far from 
the shore ; but the tide itself bore her high on to the 
land from the deep sea. But now the tide rushes 
back to the sea, and only the foam, whereon no ship 
can sail, rolls round us,just covering the land. Where­
fore I deem that all hope of our voyage and of our 
return is cut off. Let someone else show his skill ; 
let him sit at the helm-the man that is eager for 
our deliverance. But Zeus has no will to fulfil our 
day of return after all our toils." 

Thus he spake with tears, and all of them that had 
knowledge of ships agreed thereto; but the hearts of 
all grew numb, and pallor overspread their cheeks. 
And as, like lifeless spectres, men roam through a 
city awaiting the issue of war or of pestilence, or 
some mighty storm which overwhelms the countless 
labours of oxen, when the images of their own 
accord sweat and run down with blood, and bellowings 
are heard in temples, or when at mid-day the sun 
draws on night from heaven, and the stars shine 
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Clear through the mist; so at that time along the 
endless strand the chieftains wandered, groping 
their way. Then straightway dark evening came 
upon them ; and piteously did they embrace each 
other and say farewell with tears, that they might, 
each one apart from his fellow, fall on the sand and 
die. And this way and that they went further to 
choose a resting-place ; and they wrapped their heads 
in their cloaks and, fasting and unfed, lay down all 
that night and the day, awaiting a piteous death. 
But apart the maidens huddled together lamented 
beside the daughter of Aeetes. And as when, 
forsaken by their mother, unfledged birds that 
have fallen from a cleft in the rock chirp shrilly ; 
or when by the banks of fair-flowing Pactolus, 
swans raise their song, and all around the dewy 
meadow echoes and the river's fair stream; so these 
maidens, laying in the· dust their golden hair, all 
through the night wailed their piteous lament. 
And there all would have parted from life without a 
name and unknown to mortal men, those bravest of 
heroes, with their task unfulfilled ; but as they 
pined in despair, the heroine-nymphs, warders of 
Libya, had pity on them, they who once found 
Athena, what time she leapt in gleaming armour 
from her father's head, and bathed her by Trito's 
waters. It was noon-tide and the fiercest rays of 
the sun were scorching Libya ; they stood near 
Aeson's son, and lightly drew the cloak from his 
head. And the hero cast down his eyes and looked 
aside, in reverence for the goddesses, and as he lay 
bewildered all alone they addressed him openly with 
gentle words : 
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"Ill-starred one, why art thou so smitten with 
despair? We know how ye went in quest of the 
golden fleece ; we know each toil of yours, all the 
mighty deeds ye wrought in your wanderings over 
land and sea. We are the solitary ones, goddesses of 
the land, speaking with human voice, the heroines, 
Libya's warders and daughters. Up then; be not 
thus afflicted in thy misery, and rouse thy comrades. 
And when Amphitrite has straightway loosed 
Poseidon's swift-wheeled car, then do ye pay to 
your mother a recompense for all her travail when 
she bare you so long in her womb; and so ye may 
return to the divine land of Achaea." 

Thus they spake, and with the voice vanished at 
once, where they stood. But Jason sat upon the 
earth as he gazed around, and thus cried: 

" Be gracious, noble goddesses of the desert, yet 
the saying about our return I understand not clearly. 
Surely I will gather together my comrades and tell 
them, if haply we can find some token of our escape, 
for the counsel of many is better." 

He spake, and leapt to his feet, and shouted 
afar to his comrades, all squalid with dust, like a 
lion when he roars through the woodland seek­
ing his mate ; and. far off in the .mountains the 
glens tremble at the thunder of his voice ; and 
the oxen of the field and the herdsmen shudder 
with fear; yet to them Jason's voice was no 
whit terrible-the voice of a comrade calling to 
his friends. And with looks dow1icast they gathered 
near, and hard by where the ship lay he made 
them sit down in their grief and the women 
with them, and addressed them and told them 
everything : 
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"Listen, friends ; as I lay in my grief, three 
goddesses girded with goat-skins from the neck 
downwards round the back and waist, like maidens, 
stood over my head nigh at hand ; and they 
uncovered me, drawing my cloak away with light 
hand, and they bade me rise up myself and go and 
rouse you, and pay to our mother a bounteous 
recompense for all her travail when she bare us so 
long in her womb, when Amphitrite shall have loosed 
Poseidon's swift-wheeled car. But I cannot fully 
understand concerning this divine message. They 
said indeed that they were heroines, Libya's warders 
and daughters ; and all the toils that we endured 
aforetime by land and sea, all these they declared 
that they knew full welL Then_ I saw them no 
more in their place, but a mist or cloud came 
between and hid them from my sight." 

Thus he spake, and all marvelled as they heard. 
Then was wrought for the Minyae the strangest of 
portents. .From the sea to the land leapt forth a 
monstrous horse, of vast size, with golden mane tossing 
round his neck ; and quickly from his limbs he 
shook off abundant spray and started on his course, 
with feet like the wind. And at once Peleus rejoiced 
and spake among the throng of his comrades : 

"I deem that Poseidon's car has even now been 
loosed by the hands of his dear wife, and I divine 
that our mother is none else than our ship herself; 
for surely she bare us in her womb and groans 
unceasingly with grievous travailing. But with 
unshaken strength and untiring shoulders will we . 

387 
c c 2 

o,9itizedbvGoogle 



APOLLONIUS RHODIUS 

ytofJev av8€JJ£Vot 'frap.aOwoeo~; booOt 'Ya["''> 
o'ttTOJ.UV, y 7rpoTEp(J)trE Ta')(}''> 7rooa~; 7]:>..atrev i'TT'TTOI;. 

' \ H 1: \ ~ ~ I Jl ~t ~ "" OV "fap O"fE ~"'P"'V V'TTOOVtTETat' tXJ!ta o "!fUJI 
I '"" \ (}' p8fJ".!.- t tT"!p4JIEEtJI TIJI €01\.'ITa JLV')(,OV /Ca V'TTE E ai\.UATtT"'I;• 

•.n~; ,il8a· 'TTavT~tTtTt 8' e'TT~f)o:>..o~; 17v8ave p.rym. ·1380 

MovtT~JI 00€ p.vfJo~;· E"f6J 8' V'TTaiCOVOI; ae[o(J) 
lltep[O(J)JI, /Ca~ T~JIOE 'TTavaTpEICE<; e/CAVOJI op.cfn]v, 
vp.lar;, 6J 'TTEpt o~ JLE'Ya cf>EpTaTot vle~; ava/CT(J)JI, 
{J f)[y v T. apeTfi At/3U"!I; ava Oiva~; ep~JLOVI; 
v~a J.UTaxpovl1]v OtTa T' evooOt V1]01; &'YetTfJe, 
avfJep.Evov~; &Jp.ottrt cf>lpew OVOICa[oeiCa ?TavTa 
7]p.a8' op.ov JIUICTal; TE. Unw "fE p.Ev ., /Ca~ Ot,VJI 
T[<; "' EVE'TTOt, Tt,v ICEivot avrnA1JtTaJI JLO'YEOJITE<;; 

ep.'TTEOOJI aOavaT(J)V etrav atp.aTO<;, olov WEtTTav 
J/ ) I Q 1J I t I t ' 10)1\1'\ ep"(OV, aV4"f/Cat'[1 tJEtJt1Jp.evot. avTap E'TTt?Tpo '""' 
T~M p.a:>..' atT'TTatT{(J)<; TptT(J)Jiloo<; vi>atrt AtJLVfl'> 
wr; cp€pov, wr; eltrf)avTer; a'TTO trnf)apllJV Oitrav &Jp.(J)v. 

AvtrtTaAEOt<; 8' "7]'1TEtT' iiCEAOt ICVtT~JI altrtTOJITE<; 
It' I ' \ I:,.. \ \ >I ?Ttoa/Ca p.atTTEVEtTICOJI' f!'TT£ ~·tPTJ "fap f!ICEtTO 

t-~.r~ t- _nl ' .,..,. •t-• , , 
0£"'" a OV1J'1Tar7£'[1 TE /Cat Ul\."fEtTtV, OVO ep.aT1JtTaV 
.,:>..a,oJ.Uvot· lEov 8' iepov .,£8ov, ,P evt Aao(J)v 
eltrin ?Tov xfJt,Ov 'TTa"f')(pUtrea puETo p.~:>..a 
XWPlf> EJI "ATMJITO<;, xfJovto<; dept<;' a~ OE vvp.cf>at 
'Etr7reploe<; 'TTOl'TTVVOJI, ecf>£J.Upov aetoovuat. 
&~ TOTE 8' 7]Tot T~JLO'> vcf>' 'HpaiCAilt oai((Oe~<; 1400 
p.~Mtov p£f)"A1]TO 'TTOT~ tTTWO<;' olofJt 0 &~epy 
ovpfi en tTICa{pea-ICf!JI' a'TTO 1CpaTO<; 8E ICEM/Vt,v 
&xpt<; e'TT' aiCJifltTTW ICEtT' &7rvoor;· E/C OE At'TTOJIT(J)JI 
V0P"''> Aepvat1J'> xo:>..ov aip.an 'TT11Cp0v OttTTrov 
p.v'iat 'TTVfJop.ivottTW ecp' lMcetrt TEpua[VOJITO. 
U"fXOV o' 'Eu?Teptoer; Kecf>a"Aa'ir; em xe'ipar; exovtrat 

388 

o,9itizedbvGoogle 



THE ARGONAUTICA, BOOK IV 

lift her up and bear her within this country of sandy 
wastes, where yon swift-footed steed has sped 
before. For he will not plunge beneath the earth ; 
and his hoof-prints, I ween, will point u& to some bay 
above the sea.·· 

Thus he spake, and th~ fit counsel pleased all. 
This is the tale the Muses told ; and I sing obedient 
to the Pierides, and this report have I heard most 
truly ; that ye, 0 mightiest far of the sons of kings, 
by your might and your valour over the desert sands 
of Libya raised high aloft on your shoulders the ship 
and all that ye brought therein, and bare her twelve 
days and nights alike. Yet who could tell the pain 
and grief which they endured in that toil ? Surely 
they were of the blood of the immortals, such a task 
did they take on them, constrained by necessity. 
How forward and how fiu they bore her gladly to 
the waters of the Tritonian lake ! How they strode 
in and set her down from their stalwart shoulders ! 

Then, like raging hounds, they rushed to search 
for a spring; for besides their suffering and ;mguish, 
a parching thirst lay upon them, and not in vain did 
they wander ; but they ca~e to the sacred plain 
where Ladon, the serpent of the land, till yesterday 
kept watch over the golden apples in the garden of K" 
Atlas; and all around the nymphs, the Hesperides, 
were busied, chanting their lovely song. But at 
that time, stricken by Heracles, he lay fallen by 
the trunk of the apple-tree ; only the tip of his tail 
was still wrlthing; but from his head down his dark 
spine he lay lifeless; and where the arrows had left 
in his blood the bitter gall of the Lernaean hydra, 
flies withered and died over the festering wounds. 
And close at hand the Hesperides, their white arms 
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flung over their golden heads, lamented shrilly ; 
and the heroes drew near suddenly ; but the 
maidens, at their quick approach, at once became 
dust and earth where they stood. Orpheus marked 
the divine portent, and for his comrades addressed 
them in prayer: "0 divine ones, fair and kind, 
be gracious, 0 queens, whether ye be numbered 
among the heavenly goddesses, or those beneath 
the earth, or be called the Solitary nymphs ; 
come, 0 nymphs, sacred race of Oceanus, appear 
manifest to our longing eyes and show us some 
!>pring of water from the rock or some sacred flow 
gushing from the earth, goddesses, wherewith we 
may quench the thirst that burns us unceasingly. 
And if ever again we return in our voyaging to the 
Achaean land, then to you among the first of 
goddesses with willing hearts will we bring countless 
gifts, libations and banquets." 

So he spake, beseeching them with plaintive 
voice ; and they from their station near pitied their 
pain ; and lo ! first of all they caused grass to spring 
from the earth; and above the grass rose up tall 
shoots ; and then flourishing saplings grew standing 
upright far above the earth. Hespere became a 
poplar and Eretheis an elm, and Aegle a willow's 
sacred trunk. And forth from these trees their 
forms looked out, as clear as . they were before, a 
marvel exceeding great, and Aegle spake with 
gentle ·words answering their longing looks : 

"Surely there has come hither a mighty succour 
to your toils, that most accqrsed man, who robbed 
our guardian serpent of life and plucked the golden )(_ 
apples of the goddesses and is gone ; and has left 
bitter grief for us. For yesterday came a man most 
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fell in wanton violence, most grim in fonn; and his 
eyes flashed beneath his scowling brow ; a ruthless 
wretch ; and he was clad in the skin of a monstrous 
H.on of raw hide, untanned ; and he bare a sturdy 
bow of olive, and a bow, wherewith he shot and 
killed this monster here. So he too came, as one 
traversing the land on foot, parched with thirst ; 
and he rushed wildly through this spot, searching 
for water, but nowhere was he like to see it. Now 
here stood a rock near the Tritonian lake ; and of 
his own device, or by the prompting of some god, he 
smote it below with his foot ; and the water gushed 
out in full flow. And he, leaning both his hands 
and chest upon the ground, drank a huge draught 
from the rifted rock, until, stooping like a beast of 
the field, he had satisfied his mighty maw." 

Thus she spake ; and they gladly with joyful 
steps ran to the spot where Aegle had pointed out 
to them the spring, until they reached it. And as 
when earth-burrowing ants gather in swarms round 
a narrow cleft, or when flies lighting upon a tiny 
drop of sweet honey cluster round with insatiate 

. eagerness; so at that time, huddled together, the 
Minyae thronged about the spring from the rock. 
And thus with wet lips one cried to another in his 
delight:. . 

"Strange ! In very truth Heracles, though far 
away, has saved his comrades, fordone with thirst. 
Would that we might find him on his way as we 
pass through the mainland ! " 

So they spake, and those who were ready for this 
work answered, and they separated this way and 
that, each starting to search. For by the night 
winds the footsteps had been effaced where the sand 
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1Ctvuplv1J~ cip,Q/}ou. Bopeao p.Ev wpp~811uav 
Ute c%ro, 7TTf3pVyEtTCTt 7TE7TOt80TE" 7TOtTul. ~E /Cov<f>ot~ 
Eu</>rJf£0~ 7TLCTUVO~, AU'"f/CEV~ 'Y€ p.Ev o~ea T1JMV 
~ t:J ... ~ ' t'\ ' A.' " OCTCT€ fJai\.HII" 7TEf£7rTO~ 0€ pETa U'f'£tTtV ECTCTUTO 

KavOo~. 
TOll f£EV 11p' alua 8Erov ICE[V1JV o~ov ~vope1J TE 

wpuev, tv' 'Hpa!CA.qo~ a7r1JAE'YEtl)~ 7TE7rV0otTo, 

EM-aT[~1JV lloXv</>1Jf£0V 07T?1 Xt7rE" p.Ep/3XETO 'Yap oi Iii! 
ov eOev ap<f>' eTapoto pETaXXi]uat Ttl EICatTTa. 
aX>..' 0 p.Ev ovv M uuoiuw E7rt/CME~ 11uTu 7roA£uuas 
vouTou "1J~ouvv"utv e/3"' ~t~~f£Evo~ • AP'Y6J 

~... t' • ' ' ' t-• 't:' ~ T'TJ"-E ot TJ7TE£poto• TECcl~ o E'#£/CETO 'Yatav 
a'Yxta>..rov Xa>..v/36>v· TOOt pw Kal. Moip' €~cipau-

u~:v. 

/CaL ol V7TO /3Xro8p~v axEpro£~ ui]pa TETUICTat 
TUT8ov ciXo~ 7rp07rapot8EV. aTap TOTE 'Y. 'HpaiCXi]a 
povvov a7TEtpEtTLTJ~ T'TJ'Aov ~Oovo~ EtuaTo Au'Y"Ev~ 
Tro~ l~EEtV, cd~ T[~ TE VEfP Evl. i}part f£~VTJV 
" r~~:v, " €06"7ftTEv €7rax>..vouuavl~eu8at. It~l 
€~ ~· ETapou~ avt6Jv puO~uaro, f£~ ptv ET1 11A.Xov 
pauTqpa tTTELXOVTa ICtX'TJtTEpEV" OL ~€ !Cal. avTol. 
r,xuOov, Eu</>'TJf£0~ TE 7TOOM Taxu~ vU TE ~ot6J 
®pTJtKLov Bopero, f£€Taprovta poxO~uavrE. 

KavOE, u€ ~· ovA.opEva£ At/3vy ;,, Ki]r.~ D..ovro. 
, "" D I I ,, , t ' 7TCclECTt 'f'EpfJOf£€VO£tTt CTUV'TJIITEE~· Et7TETO aV1Jp 

auA.LT'TJ~, o u' erov p.~Xrov 7Tept, ro<f>p' erapottTIV 
t' ~ ' ' .... -t:' ' ,#.. O£VOf£EVOt~ ICOf£ttTEta~, a""''#Of'EVO~ JCaTE'TrE'f'VEV 
"\. ,!:: Q "\. ~'~ t \ t \ ,~...1., I I t t I 1\Mt fJai\.WV" E7TEt OV f£EV ..,.,aupoTEpO~ 'Y ETETV/CTO, 

VL6>VO~ cJJo£/3oto AvKropEL0£0 K&<f>aupo~ 1~' 
ICOUP'TJ~ T' aloo£"1~ 'AKaJCaXX[oo~. i]v 7TOTE Mtv(J)~ 
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was stirred. The two sons of Boreas started up, 
trusting in their wings ; and Euphcmus, relying on 
his swift feet, and Lynceus to cast far his piercing 
eyes ; and with them darteq off Canthus, the fifth. 
He was urged on by the doom of the gods and his 
own courage, that he might leam for certain from 
Heracles where he had left Polyphemus, son of 
Eilatus ; for he was minded to question him on every 
point concerning his comrade. But that hero had 
founded a glorious city among the Mysians, and, 
yeaming for his home-retum, had passed far over the 
mainland in search of Argo ; and in time he reached 
the land of the Chalybes, who dwell near the sea ; 
there it was that his fate subdued him. And to him 
a monument stands under a tall poplar, just facing 
the sea. But that day Lynceus thought he saw 
Hcracles all alone, far off, over measureless land, as 
a man at the month's beginning sees, or thinks he 
sees, the moon through a bank of cloud. And he 
returned and told his comrades that no other 
searcher would find Heracles on his way, and they 
also came back, and swift-footed Euphemus and 
the twin sons of Thracian Boreas, after a vain 
toil. 

But thee, Canthus, the fates of death seized in 
Libya. On pasturing flocks didst thou light ; and 
there followed a shepherd who, in defence of his 
own sheep, while thou wert leading them off 1 to thy 
comrades in their need, slew thee by the cast of a 
stone ; for he was no weakling, Caphaurus, the 
grandson of Lycoreian Phoebus and the chaste 
maiden Acacallis, whom once Minos drove from home 

1 This seems to be the only poBBible translation, but the 
optative is quite anomalous. We should expect llcoJl•(•s. 
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to dwell in Libya, his own daughter, when she was 
be~ring the gods' heavy load; and she bare to 
Phoebus a glorious son, whom they call Amphithemis 
and Garamas. And Amphithemis wedded a Tritonian 
nymph ; and she bare to him Nasamon and strong 
Caphaurus, who on that day in defending his sheep 
slew Canthus. But he escaped not the chieftains' 
avenging hands, when they learned the deed he had 
done. And the Minyae, when they knew it, after­
wards took up the corpse and buried it in the earth, 
mourning ; and the sheep they took with them. 

Thereupon on the same day a pitiless fate seized 
Mopsus too, son of Ampycus; and he escaped not a 
bitter doom by his prophesying ; for there is no 
averting of death. Now there lay in the sand, 
avoiding the midday heat, a dread serpent, too 
sluggish of his own will to strike at an unwilling foe, 
nor yet would he dart full face at one that would 
shrink back. But into whatever of all living beings 
that life-giving earth sustains that serpent once 
injects his black venom, his path to Hades becomes 
not so much as a cubit's length, not even if Paeeon, 
if it is right for me to say this openly, should tend 
him, when its teeth have only grazed the skin. For 
when over Libya flew godlike Perseus Eurymedon­
for by that name his mother called him-bearing to 
the king the Gorgon's head newly severed, all the 
drops of dark blood that fell to the earth, produced 
a brood of those serpents. Now Mopsus stepped on 

·the end of its spine, setting thereon the sole of his 
left foot ; and it writhed round in pain and bit and 
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tore the flesh between the shin and the muscles. 
And Medea and her handmaids fled in terror ; but 
Canthus bravely felt the bleeding wound ; for no 
excessive pain harassed him. Poor wretch ! Already 
a numbness that loosed his limbs. was stealing 
beneath his skin, and a thick mist was spreading 
over his eyes. Straightway his heavy limbs sank 
helplessly to the ground and he grew cold ; and his 
comrades and the hero, Aeson's son, gathered round, 
marvelling at the close-coming doom. Nor yet 
though dead might he lie beneath the sun even for a 
little space. For at once the poison began to rot his 
flesh within, and the hair decayed and fell from the 
skin. And quickly and in haste they dug a deep 
grave with mattocks of bronze ; and they tore their 
hair, the heroes and the maidens, bewailing the dead 
man's piteous suffering; and when he had received 
due burial rites, thrice they marched round the tomb in 
full armour, and heaped above him a mound of earth. 

But when they had gone aboard, as the south wind 
blew over the sea, and they were searching for 
a passage to go forth from the Tritonian lake, for 
long they had no device, but all the day were borne 
on. aimlessly. And as a serpent goes writhing along 
his crooked path when the sun's fiercest rays scorch 
him ; and with a hiss he turns his head to this side 
and that, and in his fury his eyes glow like sparks of 
fire, until he creeps to his lair through a cleft in the 
rock ; so Argo seeking an outlet from the lake, a 
fairway for ships, wandered for a long time. Then 
strdightway Orpheus bade them bring forth from the 
ship Apollo's massy tripod and offer it to the gods of 
the land as propitiation for their return. So they 
went forth and set Apollo's gift on the shore; then 
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before them stood, in the form of a youth, far­
swaying Triton, and he lifted a clod from the earth 
and offered it as a stranger's gift, and thus spake: 

"Take it, friends, for no stranger's gift of great 
worth have I here by me now to place in the hands 
of those who beseech me. But if ye are search­
ing for a passage through this sea, as often is the 
need of men passing through a strange land, I will 
declare it. For my sire Poseidon has made me to 
be well versed in this sea. And I rule the shore­
if haply in your distant land you have ever heard of 
Eurypylus, born in Libya, the home of wild beasts." 

Thus he spake, and readily Euphemus held out 
his hands towards the clod, and thus addressed him 
in reply: 

" If haply, hero, thou knowest aught of Apis 1 and 
the sea of Minos, tell us truly, who ask it of you. 
For not of our will have we come hither, but by the 
stress of heavy storms have we touched the borders 
of this land, and have borne our ship aloft on our 
shoulders to the waters of this lake over the main­
land, grievously burdened ; and we know not where 
a passage shows itself for our course to the land of 
Pelops." 

So he spake ; and Triton stretched out his hand 
and showed afar the sea and the lake's deep mouth, 
and then addressed them : "That is the outlet to 
the sea, where the deep water lies unmoved and 
dark ; on each side roll white breakers with 
shining crests ; and the way between for your 
passage out is narrow. And that sea stretches away 
in mist to the divine land of Pelops beyond Crete ; 

1 An old name of the Peloponnesus. 
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Of!~tTEp~. >..[p,VTJ0€11 ciT' ei~ aXo~ olop.a /3aA1'JTE, 
I A,. J J \ \ I J I '8 I (} (a,J TO"''p atJT1]11 Trapa X,Epl1'011 f!E(YYJI-€110£ ' VIIEU E, 

€aT' &II lLIIW TEllllJf1't• 7T'Eptpp~01JII o' ETepwue 
KAtiiOp,€111]~ xepaoto, TOT€ 'TTAOO~ lJp,p,tll a'TT'?}JU<>II 
U"fKroiiO~ TfTaT' iOv~ a'TT'O TrpOUXOVTO~ iouf1'tll. 
aXX' iTE 'Y1'J(}Of1'1JIIO£, Kap,aT0£0 Oe p,?}n~ aii['YJ 
"f£"fJJff1'8w, 11€0T1]T£ K€Kaap,e11a "flJW p,O"fT,l1'at.' 

VI , "' I f ~, ...... ,~' , ' ' JIQ f1'KEII ev..,po11Ewll· ot o at., E'TT'£ VTJO~ Ef-11'JtTall 
Alp,VTJ~ EIC'TT'pop,oXe'ill MAt1JJ.LfiiOt eipeu[yatll. 
~eal o~ brtTrpolleoVTo J~-Ep.aoTe~· airrap o Telw~ 
Tp[Twll all8ep,EIIO~ Tp[TroOa pkyall, eiaaTO Alll-VYJII 

J IJ I \ ~~ Jl J ~~ l Jl ~ Eta,..atllf!tv• p,ETa o ovn~ eueopa!C€11, o 011 a.,...VTo<; 15!11 

aiJTfjJ f1'VII Tp[.,.oot f1'X,EOOII l'TT'MTO. TOUT£ o' la1181] 
8vJ.Lo~, & o;, p.a1eapw11 T£~ Ella[utp,o~ aVTE/3oA1'Jf1'EII. 

I ' , ' A' ,~ I..... " A.. I ,, .... /Cat pa 0£ £(1'011£01]11 JI-1]1\,WII 0 T£ "''EpTaTOII aAI\.WII 
, f 'I: ' , "' ,. ,, , TJIIW"fOII pe,_a£ /Ca£ €7T'€ll"t'1'JJI-1}Uat· €1\.0IITa • 

., .r,. t-' ~ , , ' , ' ' , , at T a o O"f Ef1'f1'11p,EIIW~ E!CpWaTO, ICa£ p,£11 aEtpa~ 
acf>aEe KaTa 'TT'PUJI-111]~. ETrl o' liiiiE'TT€11 eVx,wXflaw· 

'Aa'ip,o11, on~ X[p,111J~ ETrl. Tre[paat TT,ao' lcf>aaii01'J"· 
eiTE l1'f"f€ Tp[Twv', aAtOII Tepa<;, eiTE (1'€ cf>op!Cllll, 
~ N1]pT,a e~aTp€~ Wt!CM[ova' aXouUOIIat, 
't>..aOt, ~eal IIOf1'TOtO TeM~ Ovp,TJOE<; oTra~e.' W' 

'H p', ap.a o' eVx,wXflaw E<; voaTa Mtp,oTop,~ua<; 
l,~ee ~eaTa 7rpup,v1J~· o o€ {3€v8eo~ lEecf>aa11811 
Toto<; lw11, olO~ Trep ET?}Tvp,o~ l,e11 i0€u8at. 
W<; o' OT1 all;,p Oooll t7T"TT'OV br' evpea ICUICAOV a."fc;UIO<; 
aThXy, opeEaJI-€110~ 'Aaat11~ ev'TT'et8€a xalTTJ~, 
elOap lmTpoxawv, o o' l.,.' aVx,e11t "taupo~ aepOel~ 
lf1'7T'€Tat, UfYYWOEVTt:t o' EVt f1'TOJ.LUT€(1'(1"£ xaXtva 
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but hold to the right, when ye have entered the 
swell of the sea from the lake, and steer your course 
hugging the land, as long as it trends to the north ; 
but when the coast bends, falling away in the other 
direction, then your course is safely laid for you if 
ye go straight forward from the projecting cape. 
But go in joy, and as for labour let there be no 
grieving that limbs in youthful vigour should still 
toil." 

He spake with kindly counsel ; and they at once 
went aboard, intent to come forth from the lake 
by the use of oars. And eagerly they sped on ; 
meanwhile Triton took up the mighty tripod, and 
they saw him enter the lake ; but thereafter did no one 
mark how he vanished so near them along with the 
tripod. But their hearts were cheered, for that one 
of the blessed had met them in friendly guise. And 
they bade Aeson's son offer to him the choicest of 
the sheep and when he had slain it chant the hymn 
of praise. And straightway he chose in haste and 
raising the victim slew it over the stem, and prayed 
with these words : 

" Thou god, who hast manifested thyself on the 
borders of this land, whether the daughters born of 
the sea call thee Triton, the great sea-marvel, or 
Phorcys, or Nireus, be gracious, and grant the return 
home dear to our hearts." 

He spake, and cut the victim's throat over the 
water and cast it from the stem. And the god rose 
up from the depths in form such as he really was. 
And as when a man trains a swift steed for the 
broad race-course, and runs along, grasping the 
bushy mane, while the' steed follows obeying his 
master, and rears his neck aloft in his pride, and the 
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gleaming bit rings loud as he champs it in his jaws 
from side to side; so the god, seizing hollow Argo's 
keel, guided her onward to the sea. And his body, 
from the crown of his head, round his back and 
waist as far as the belly, was wondrously like that 
of the blessed ones in form ; but below his sides the , . 
tail of a sea monster lengthened far, forking to this 
side and that ; and he smote the surface of the 
waves with the spines, which below parted into 
curving fins, like the horns of the new moon. And 
he guided Argo on until he sped her into the sea on 
her course ; and quickly he plunged into the vast 
abyss ; and the heroes shouted when they gazed 
with their eyes on that dread portent. There is the 
harbour of Argo and there are the signs of her stay, 
and altars to Poseidon and Triton ; for during that 
day they tarried. But at dawn with sails outspread 
they sped on before the breath of the west wind, 
keeping the desert land on their right. And on the 
next morn they saw the headland and the recess of 
the sea, bending inward beyond the jutting head­
land. And straightway the west wind ceased, and 
there came the breeze of the clear south wind ; 
and their hearts rejoiced at the sound it made. 
But when the sun sank and the star returned that 
bids the shepherd fold, which brings_ rest to wearied 
ploughmen, at that time the wind died down in the 
dark night ; so they furled the sails and lowered the 
tall mast and vigorously plied their polished oars all 
night and through the day, and again when the 
next night came on. And rugged Carpathus far 
away welcomed them ; and thence they were to 
cross to Crete, which rises in the sea above other 
islands. 
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And Talos, the man of bronze, as he broke off 
rocks from the hard cliff, stayed them from fastening 
hawsers to the shore, when they came to the road­
stead of Dicte's haven. He was of the stock of 
bronze, of the men sprung from ash-trees, the last 
left among the sons of the gods ; and the son of 
Cronos gave him to Europa to be the warder of 
Crete and to stride round the island thrice a day 
with his feet of bronze. Now in all the rest of his 
body and limbs was he fashioned of bronze and 
invulnerable ; but beneath the sinew by his ankle 
was a blood-red vein ; and this, with its issues of 
life and death, was covered by a thin skin. So the 
heroes, though outworn with toil, quickly backed 
their ship from the land in sore dismay. And now 
far from Crete would they have been borne in 
wretched plight, distressed both by thirst and pain, 
had not Medea addressed them as they turned 
away: 

"Hearken to me. For I deem that I alone can 
subdue for you that man, whoever he be, even though 
his frame be of bronze throughout, unless his life too 
is everlasting. But be ready to keep your ship here 
beyond the cast of his stones, till he yield the victory 
to nte." 

Thus she spake ; and they drew the ship out of 
range, resting on their oars, waiting to see what plan 
unlooked for she would bring to pass ; and she, 
holding the fold of her purple robe over her cheeks 
on each side, mounted on the deck; and Aeson's son 
took her hand in his and guided her way along the 
thwarts. And with songs did she propitiate and 
invoke the Death-spirits, devourers of life, the 
swift hounds af Hades, who, hovering through all 
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the air, swoop down on the living. Kneeling in 
supplication, thrice she called on them with songs, 
and thrice with prayers; and, shaping her soul to 
mischief, with her hostile glance she bewitched the 
eyes of Talos, the man 6f bronze ; and her teeth 
gnashed bitter wrath against him, and she sent forth 
baneful phantoms in the frenzy of her rage. 

Father Zeus, surely great wonder rises in my 
mind, seeing that dire destruction meets us not 
from disease and wounds alone, but lo ! even from 
afar, may be, it tortures us! So Talos, for all his 
frame of bronze, yielded the victory to the might of 
Medea the sorceress. And as he was heaving massy 
rocks to stay them from reaching the haven, he 
grazed his ankle on a pointed crag ; and the ichor 
gushed forth like melted lead ; and not long there­
after did he stand towering on the jutting cliff. But 
even as some huge pine, high up on the mountains, 
which woodmen have left half hewn through by their 
sharp axes when they returned from the forest-at 
first it shivers in the wind by night, then at last 
snaps at the stump and crashes down ; so Talos for 
a while stood on his tireless feet, swaying to and fro, 
then at last, all strengthless, fell with a mighty thud. 
For that night there in Crete the heroes lay ; then, 
just as dawn was growing bright, they buih a shrine 
to Minoan Athena, and drew water and went 
aboard, so that first of all they might by rowing pass 
beyond Salmone's height. 

But straightway as they sped over the wide 
Cretan sea night scared them, that night which 
they name the Pall of Darkness; the stars pierced not 
that fatal night nor the beams of the moon, but black 
chaos descended from heaven, or haply some other 

409 

o,9itizedbvGoogle 



APOLLONIUS RHODIUS 

ropwpEL UICOT£"] p.vxaT(J)V aVLOVUa /3Epe0prov. 
, ' ~:-• ~ , 'A's:- "0' "'~' ... , ' aVTO' 0 , EtT 'v:t, E£ VoaUtV Ef""f'OpEOVTO, 

, '1:' 'I:'' " , , ·'· 1:'' e ... _!._ 'Y]f!WElV ouo OUUOV" f!'TrETPE"t'av OE ai\.UOuy. 
, , I fl ""' ' \ 'I' VOUTOV, ap.rrxaVEOVTE<;, O'TrlJ .,epot. avTap 'Y]U(J)V 

XE'ipa<; avauxop.EVO<; p.E'yaXv O'Trt: cf>o'i/3ov aVTEt, 
pvuauOat Ka}..€rov- KaTa o' lppeev auxaX6rovn 
oa~epva· 1roXXa o€ IIvOo'i v1reuxero, 1roXM o' 

'Ap.vKAa£<;, 
7ToXxtt S' E<; 'OpTuryl'Y]V a7TEpEluta oropa KOJJ-WUf!tV. 
A1]TOtO'Y], TVV11 S€ KaT' ovpavoii tiCEO 'TrETpa<; 
• '""" M "\. - I ' I ,., , ' \ ' pt,.,.,.a f!AUVTlOV<; apt'Y]KOO<;, atT f!Vl 'TrOVTft> 
• 1:' , 1:'' ~ ., , e , , 
'YJVTa£· ootarov oe P.£"7'> E'f'V7rEp Ev opovua<;, 

lj(l) 

0E~£T€pfi XPVUf!tOV aveuxE0E<; !nyoOt TO~ov· 
p.app.apE'YJV o' a7rEAap.yE /3to<; 7rEpl7raVTo0Ev a'tryX'T}V. ljJI.I 

TOtU£ o€ T£<; '!.7ropaorov /3at~ a'TrO 'TOtf>p' etaavO'T} 
V~UO<; lOEtV, oX£ry'Y]<; 'J7r7TOVp£00<; aVT{a V7JUOV, 
lvO' Euva<; e/3aMV'TO Kal luxEOov· aiiTl~ea o' 1}ror; 
""' , ' ' ~:-• , ... -' 'A ,,, 'f'€"f'YEV UVEPXOP.f!V'YJ' TO£ 0 U"fAUOV 'TrOI\.1\.(J)Vl 
ctXuE£ evl UKtEprp 'Tfp.f!VO<; UICtOEV'Ta TE /3rop.'Ov 
7rolEov, AlryX~T'YJV ,.,.Ev evuK07rov EtVEKEV a'tryX'Y]<; 
<I>o'i/3ov KEKXOp.EVO£' , Ava¢7JV o€ TE Xtuuaoa ""'uov V I< I:'\ ~ ~/31 J J': I J ,, 
tUKOV, 0 O'TJ '¥0£ O<; p.tv U'TU':>OP,EVO£<; UVf!'f''TJVEV, 
p€~ov S' ;;uua 7rEp Clvope<; EpTJp.atv evl. petElV 
a~eTfj elf>o?TX{uuEtav- & 0~ ulf>ea<; fJ7T7rOT€ oaXo'ir; 
vorop alOop.evotutv E7rtXXEl/3oVTa<; 'tooVTO 
M1]0f!t'I'J'> op.roal <I>at'T}KiOe<;, OUKE'T' brEtTa 
'tux*''" ev uT~8Euut ry€Xro u8€vov, ola Oap.eta<; 
al€v EV , AXICtv00£0 /3ooiCTaular; oporoua£. 

' ~~ ' ... fl , /3' " Ta<; o aLUXPOt<; TJproE<; €7rEUTO EEUKOV E'TrEUUtV 
XXEtJv 'Y'Y](Jouvvot• ryXv~eEp~ 0' aveoa{ETo TOtUtV 

410 



THE ARGONAUTICA, BOOK IV . 
darkness came, rising from the nethermost depths. 
And the heroes, whether they drifted in Hades or 
on the waters, knew not one whit ; but they com­
mitted their retum to the sea in helpless doubt 
whither it was bearing them. But Jason raised his 
hands and cried to Phoebus with mighty voice, 
calling on him to save them ; and the tears ran 
down in his distress ; and often did he promise to 
bring countless offerings to Pytho, to Amyclae, and 
to Ortygia. And quickly, 0 son of Leto, swift to 
hear, didst thou come down from heaven to the 
Melantian rocks, which lie .there in the sea. Then 
darting upon one of the twin peaks, thou raisedst 
aloft in thy right hand thy golden bow ; and the bow 
flashed a dazzling gleam all round. And to their 
sight appeared a small island of the Sporades, over 
against the tiny isle Hippuris, and there they 
cast anchor and stayed ; and straightway dawn 
arose and gave them light; and they made for 
Apollo a glorious abode in a shady wood, and a 
shady altar, calling on Phoebus the "Gleamer," 
because of the gleam far-seen ; and that bare 
island they called Anaphe,1 for that Phoebus had 
revealed it to men sore bewildered. And they 
sacrificed all that men could provide for sacrifice on 
a desolate strand; wherefore when Medea's Phaea­
cian handmaids saw them pouring water for libations 
on the burning brands, they could no longer restrain 
laughter within their bosoms, for that ever they had 
seen oxen in plenty slain in the halls of Alcinous. 
And the heroes delighted in the jest and attacked 
them with taunting words ; and merry railing and 
contention flung to and fro were kindled among 

1 i.e. the isle of Revealing. 
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them. And from that sport of the heroes such 
scoffs do the women fling at the men in that island 
whenever they propitiate with sacrifices Apollo the 
gleaming god, the warder of Anaphe. 

But when they had loosed the hawsers thrice in 
fair weather, then Euphemus bethought him of a 
dream of the night, reverencing the glorious son of 
Maia. For it seemed to him that the god-given 
clod of earth held in his palm close to his breast was 
being suckled by white streams of milk, and that 
from it, little though it was, grew a woman like a 
virgin ; and he, overcome by strong desire, lay with 
her in love's embrace; and united with her he pitied 
her, as though she were a maiden whom he was 
feeding with his own milk ; but she comforted him 
with gentle words : 

"Daughter of Triton am I, dear friend, and nurse 
of thy children, no maiden; Triton and Libya are 
my parents. But restore me to the daughters of 
Nereus to dwell in the sea near Anaphe; I shall 
return again to the light of the sun, to prepare 
a home for thy descendants." 

Of this he stored in his heart the memory, and 
declared it to Aeson's son; and Jason pondered a 
prophecy of the Far-Darter and lifted up his voice 
and said: 

"My friend, great and glorious renown has 
fallen to thy lot. For of this clod when thou hast 
cast it into the sea, the gods will make an island, 
where thy children's children shall dwell; for 
Triton gave this to thee as a stranger's gift from 
the Libyan mainland. None other of the im­
mortals it was than he that gave thee this when 
he met thee." 
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Thus he spake ; and Euphemus made not vain the 
answer of Aeson's son; but, cheered by the pro­
phecy, he cast the clod into the depths. Therefrom 
rose up an island, Calliste, sacred nurse of the sons 
of Euphemus, who in former days dwelt in Sintian 
Lemnos, and from Lemnos were driven forth by 
Tyrrhenians and came to Sparta as suppliants ; and 
when they left Sparta, Theras, the goodly son 
of Autesion, brought them to the island Calliste, and 
from himself he gave it the name of Thera. But 
this befell after the days of Euphemus. 

And thence they steadily left behind long leagues 
of sea and stayed on the beach of Aegina ; and at 
once they contended in innocent strife about the 
fetching of water, who first should draw it and reach 
the ship. For both their need and the ceaseless 
breeze urged them on. There even to this day do 
the youths of the Myrmidons take up on their 
shoulders full-brimming jars, and with swift feet 
strive for victory in the race. 

Be gracious, race o( blessed chieftains ! And may 
these songs year after year be sweeter to sing among 
men. For now have I come to the glorious end of 
your toils; for no adventure befell you as ye came 
home from Aegina, and no tempest of winds opposed 
you ; but quietly did ye skirt t~!e Cecropian land and 
Au lis inside of Euboea and the Opuntian cities of the 
Locrians, and gladly did ye step forth upon the beach 
of Pagasae. 
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